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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ
and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service,
fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
1) To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
2) To enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;
3) To nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;
4) To help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
5) To assist in the care of a hurting world.
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CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday, Nov. 11th – Shepherd’s House Fundraiser
Sunday, Nov. 18th – Congregational Meeting Sunday
ONE Service at 10:00 am
Lunch: Carry-in sides and desserts

SAVE THE DATES
Sunday, Dec. 2nd – First Communion Sunday
Sunday, Dec 9th – Christmas Cantata at 9:00 am
Sunday, Dec. 16th – Children’s Christmas Program at 2:00pm
Sunday, Dec. 23rd – 4th Sunday in Advent
9:00 am – Traditional & 11:00 pm – Contemporary

Monday, Dec. 24th – Christmas Eve Schedule
5:30 pm –Contemporary Family Praise Service
7:30 pm – Traditional Family Candlelight Service
11:00 pm – Candlelight and Carols Service

Sunday, Dec. 30th – New Year’s Eve Sunday Schedule
9:00 am – Traditional & 11:00 pm – Contemporary
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South Africa
Why would Indiana pastors have to go all the way to South Africa to learn
about issues facing Indiana? This is one of the evaluation questions I have
been asked to consider as part of my reflection on our recent South Africa
trip.
For nearly two years now, my colleagues and I have prayerfully and theologically entertained several issues (like poverty, education, and immigration)
by deeply engaging leaders from around Indiana. To be clear, Indiana issues are often parallel
to national issues. But interestingly, Indiana, like other states, has its own DNA and historical
background that influences how the state responds to challenges and opportunities. So, our
cohort has wrestled with how we, as faith leaders in Indiana congregations and communities,
respond to these issues in light of the gospel.
At first glance (or mention), most people would not make any connections between
the United States of America, let alone Indiana, with South Africa. I certainly didn’t when I
learned that one of our two WPLP study tours included a trip to South Africa. Even as we prepared to take our trip, I wasn’t sure how this related to ministry in Indiana or at Messiah Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne. Well, after narrowly making our initial flight to Amsterdam from
Chicago, and after a 17-hour airplane flight to cap off this study tour, the ten days in between
provided me with a surprisingly different perspective of what South Africa has to offer an Indiana pastor.
I would imagine, or even hope, that most people are familiar with apartheid.
Apartheid was a system of institutionalized racial segregation and oppression that legally existed in South Africa from the late 1940’s to the early 1990’s. Certainly, more history exists
prior to the legalization of apartheid, dating back to the mid seventeenth century. However,
what is most widely known centers around Nelson Mandela and the end of the apartheid regime and practice. This changing event is akin to the United States’ abolition of slavery and
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, where Americans of African descent were legally freed and protected from blatant discriminatory practices.
The fall of apartheid in South Africa introduced the “Truth and Reconciliation Commission” (TRC), a monumental effort to address the violence, the human rights abuse, and the
financial injustices that resulted during this era. TRC was an intentional effort to not repeat
the likes of the Nuremberg Trials and other punitive end-of-war justice strategies.
As the name indicates, TRC was centered in truth: the true stories of the victims and
the true admission of guilt from the perpetrators. Secondly, it also focused on reconciliation,
which requires contrite repentance from the perpetrators and forgiveness from the victims.
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Lastly, TRC envisioned justice that compensated the victims of apartheid in an effort to restore their incalculable losses of humanity, dignity, and property, while offering perpetrators
amnesty.
Again, just like the abolition of slavery and the Civil Rights Act in the United States,
TRC did not resolve all the issues in South Africa. Deep racism continues to exist. Humanity
and dignity issues manifested in poverty and disparity are painfully obvious. And to be clear,
reparations regarding property and ownership exist at an excruciating standstill at best. And
yet, the people of South Africa, rooted in the hope, love, and the justice of God reconciled
through Christ, continue pursuing peace despite a well-intended, yet incomplete process.
So why South Africa? Sometimes you have to get far enough away from yourself to
actually see yourself. The glaring similarities of the social and cultural environment made us
feel not much different in the conversations that we shared than if we had encountered them
in the United States. The challenges and opportunities that exist in South Africa are comparable to same ones we face in the United States. However, what was different was that we encountered a living testament of how to gracefully live and walk through the pain of the past
with honesty, accountability, and humility.
TRC did not fully come to fruition, as many of our conversation partners acknowledged, but its legacy of demanding truth into the culture of the conversation has created a
new freedom. The truth has empowered South Africans to keep moving towards the justice of
reconciliation. Bottom-up reconciliation is the norm as opposed to top-down reconciliation. It
works with and through different groups of people and it leaves destiny in the hands of those
working towards this reconciliation.

Yes, I needed South Africa, terribly. I needed inspiration for hope. I needed truth for
freedom. I needed to be reminded of the power in the gospel of Jesus Christ and how it can
change lives, perspectives, and destiny. I needed South Africa more than I ever could have
anticipated for my ministry and life.
I am deeply grateful to the Wabash Pastoral Leadership Program, to the Lily Endowment, and to my colleagues for this opportunity. To say it “saved” me might be a little dramatic. But there is no doubt that I experienced the power of the Spirit falling fresh on me, reigniting my flame to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ.
I look forward to sharing my experience in more depth, and with pictures, on Sunday,
December 2, at 4:00 pm, in the library at Messiah. Until then,
Peace, pt
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We gather together
We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing;
he chastens and hastens his will to make known.
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing.
Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own.
The hymn-writer got it right—God never forgets his own.
What a great reason to gather together this month! Here is
a synopsis of what will be happening in our worship.
November 4—All Saints Sunday. At both services we remember those of our number who have died during the past year, and we
give thanks for their lives that still inspire and instruct us.
November 11—Veterans Day. During our services we will recognize those of
our congregation who have served in our armed forces. After the second service we will have our dinner to raise funds for Shepherd’s House, a local place
of refuge for veterans who otherwise would be homeless.
November 18—Day of our Annual Congregational Meeting, with worship at
10 am only. We will celebrate with a blended service, featuring Isaiah’s Vision,
Sanctuary Choir, and dance by Katie Engle. Lunch and business meeting will
follow our worship.
November 25—Christ the King Sunday. On this last Sunday of the church year
we reclaim our pledge that Jesus is truly King of our lives, our church, and our
world. Amen!
Christmas Cantata news: Our Christmas cantata will be presented at the 9 am
service on December 9. Rehearsals will be Sunday afternoons from 2:30 to
4:00 on November 4, November 25, and December 2, and at 7:00 pm on
Thursday, December 6. If you would like to be a part of our Festival Choir for
this event, please see me for a copy of the score and a CD of your own part.

Soli Deo gloria! Glory be to God alone!
For Messiah’s ministry of worship and music,

Stan Engle
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Congratulations Confirmands!

2018 Confirmation Class, left to right, and their chosen confirmation verse:
Emilia Bergan — Romans 8:39
Charles Alderdice — Jeremiah 29:11
back row:
Dane Kilby — Psalm 5:3
Pastor Tim, Cindy Sabo, John Sabo
Dane Farlee — Romans 8:18
Dominic Crum — Psalm 46:1
Christopher Diers — John 3:16
(not pictured) Jenna Miller — Psalm 119:105
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WORSHIP

November 2018 Sunday Servers
November 4
Acolytes
Nursery Asst.
Assisting Minister
Communion Asst.
Fellowship Host
Lectors
Tellers
Ushers
Altar Flowers
November 11
Acolytes
Nursery Asst.
Assisting Minister
Communion Asst.
Fellowship Host
Lectors
Tellers
Ushers
Altar Flowers
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9:00 Cheyenne Spriggs; 11:00 Ian Diers
9:00 Charity Miers; 11:00 Sally Kissner
9:00 Jayne Reff, Christina Saylor
11:00 Kent & Janet Hartman, Kathy Johnsonbaugh
Phyllis Mort
9:00 Kristy Huffine; 11:00 Jeff Gernhardt
Roger & Heidi Griebel, Vivian Lemmon
9:00 ; 11:00 Dan & Karen Springer
Sandy Hellwege, Karla Myers

9:00 Emilia Diaz; 11:00 Kira Vorpahl
9:00 Arianna Smith 11:00 Sally Kissner
9:00 Gene Stringer, Diana Vargo
11:00 Karen Pannkuk, Garry & Jean Pook
Phyllis Mort
9:00 Kim Murphy; 11:00 Jeff Gernhardt
Frank & Lisa Feichter, Judy Klemm
9:00 ; 11:00 Ron Dan & Karen Springer
Garry & Jean Pook
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November 18—10:00 Service, lunch, Annual Meeting
Acolytes
Kaitlyn Verba
Nursery Asst.
Devan Verba
Assisting Minister
Communion Asst. Sharon Clark, Kent & Janet Hartman, John & Norma Wehrle
Lector
Cindy Riebersal
Tellers
Debbie Branfield, Cindy Wortman, Ann Verba
Ushers
Dan & Karen Springer
Altar Flowers
Nancy J. Berry
November 25
Acolytes
Nursery Asst.
Assisting Minister
Communion Asst.
Fellowship Host
Lectors
Tellers
Ushers
Altar Flowers
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9:00 Maddy Knapke; 11:00 Sofia Gonzalez
9:00 Lexi Matthias; 11:00 Kolby Treesh

9:00 Beth Crilly, Cory Dold
11:00 Deb Bruick, Kathy Johnsonbaugh, Richelle Rush
Phyllis Mort
9:00 Norma Driver-Wehrle; 11:00 Michelle Miller
Cali Edwards, Barb Franklin, Warren Harris, Emily Keltner
9:00 ; 11:00 Dan & Karen Springer
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GROWTH & LEARNING
Journey in November
Journey completed their study on Moses - Passover, the Plagues, and Crossing the Red
Sea, and completed a short lesson on Veterans Day and serving others where we finished
with making “Survival Packages” for Veterans of Messiah and Shepherd’s House.
No Journey on Sunday, November 18- One Service, Congregational Meeting/lunch. Childcare will be provided by our CIA youth.
No Journey on Sunday, November 25 – Thanksgiving Break
Next Bible Bucks will be Sunday, December 2.

Journey Christmas Program
The Children’s Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 16, 2018, at 2:00 PM in
the Sanctuary.
This is for Journey ages 3 years through 6th grade. We will begin practicing for the Children’s Christmas Program on Saturday, November 10! You do not need to attend Journey
or KUCCOO at Messiah to be a part of the program - just please show up for practices.
(We may practice a little on Sundays during Journey as well.)
Practice Schedule follows:
Saturday, November 10 – 1:00-2:30 PM
Saturday, December 1 – 3:00-4:30 PM (dinner/Christmas party & movie following)
Saturday, December 8 – 1:00-2:30 PM
Sunday, December 10 – 1:00-2:30 PM
Saturday, December 15 – 1:00-2:30 PM

10

November 2018

The Messenger

Christmas Pajama Party!!
On Saturday, December 1, we will be having a Christmas Pajama Party for families! Food,
crafts, and activities will be available from 4:30-6:00 PM. At 6:00 PM we will have a movie
night featuring “The Star”- a small but brave donkey named Bo yearns for a life beyond his
daily grind at the village mill. One day he finds the courage to break free and teams up
with Ruth the loveable sheep and Dave the hilarious dove with lofty aspirations. Along
with three wisecracking camels and some eccentric stable animals, Bo and his new friends
follow the Star on the adventure of their dreams, filled with lots of laughter.
This is a free event; canned food items are appreciated.

First Communion
***DATE CHANGE***… SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2nd
It is common practice within the ELCA, and other traditions, to offer the Sacrament of Holy Communion to younger children according to individual church and family preferences.
At Messiah, we currently offer that opportunity to families with younger children. We will
offer First Communion Instruction this fall.
All New Communicants will be formally recognized on Sunday, December 2nd, at the service of the families’ choice.
If you are interested in having your child/children receive communion, we are offering the
following instructional classes (60mins) that you (or other adult/guardian) and your child
must attend:
Saturday, November 17th, 2018, at 10:00 AM
Please contact the church office at 260-485-8716 if you are interested in Early Communion Instruction for your child and state which of the above class times you will be attending. Some instruction booklets will be available as a reference for conversation with your
child when you come to the class. Please feel free to contact Pr. Tim with any questions.
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GROWTH & LEARNING, cont.
Good News Study Group Schedule
GNSG has resumed meeting on Thursdays at 6:30 PM in the lIbrary. We have just started
the book of Daniel. Please consider joining us for a deeper study into Scriptures. Below is
the meeting schedule for the rest of 2018.
1. Nov 1

4. Nov 29

2. Nov 8

5. Dec 6

3. NO CLASSES: Nov 15 & 22

6. Dec 13

New Members @ Messiah
We highly anticipate welcoming new members into our worshipping community. At Messiah, we believe joining a worship community is a serious commitment to follow Jesus as
well as to the community. If you have an interest, please keep reading below.
What does it mean to join the Messiah worshipping community?
Attend worship on a “regular” basis as a sign of faith in Jesus.
Participate in the life of our worshipping community, i.e. Bible study, small groups,
family and student ministries, outreach, etc., to live out our faith in Jesus.
Incorporate the generosity of time and gifts as a practice of living faithfully in Jesus.
Participate in the pursuit of our Mission and Vision as we help people grow a faith in
Jesus Christ that works in real life.
New classes will be scheduled after the new year. If you have questions before then,
please feel free to contact Pr. Tim.

Missionary Kathleen Lutz
Missionary Kathleen Lutz will be sharing a Power Point Program in the Library during the
GIFT hour on November 4th. Plan to attend to learn about Kathleen's work in Nairobi,
Kenya, on that Sunday morning.
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PALS (Prayerful and Loving Sisters)
PALS is an opportunity for all women to enjoy Christian fellowship. There are Bible Studies, Outreach/Service Activities, and Social Activities. Prayer cards done every month for
those who are homebound or have ongoing prayer concerns.
“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us
not give up meeting together…but let us encourage one another.” (Hebrews 10: 24-25)
***Please join us for any or all of the scheduled events and don't forget to invite a friend!
Spouses and other family members are welcome to attend any of our outreach/service or
social activities.

Prayer Cards: Contact Lark Keltner, 438-3390 or larkdk@frontier.com to RSVP if you plan
to attend or have any questions.
November 4 – PALS Meeting and Prayer Cards in Library immediately following the
11:00 AM service. Please bring a dish to share. If you are unable to attend but would
like us to send a card to someone, please send his or her name and address to Sharon Stamper, sharonstampmsn.com or call 413-7220.
Outreach/Service Activities: Contact Shirley Craven, 415-0429 or
Shirley_craven@yahoo.com to RSVP if you would like to participate or have questions.
November 11 – Donations for a Kitchen/Cooking Gift Basket to be raffled at the Veteran’s Day Dinner. All proceeds from the raffle go to Shepherd’s House.
Bible Study: Contact Nancy Hickman, 452-6699 or nhickman27@yahoo.com to RSVP if
you plan to attend or would like details.
November 5 and 19 - Bible Study, using Max Lucado’s book, “Life Lessons from
Matthew”, at the home of Nancy J. Berry, 6508 Mapledowns Dr, Fort Wayne, 6:308:00 PM. Please contact Nancy Hickman for details.
Social Activities: Contact Julie Braun, 749-0738 or jcbraun4911@yahoo.com to RSVP if
you would like to participate or have questions.
November 17 – Breakfast at Joanna’s Family Restaurant, 10368 Leo Rd, Fort Wayne
(Leo Crossing). Meet at the restaurant at 9:30 AM. Please let Julie know if you plan to
attend.

The Messenger
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GROWTH & LEARNING, cont.
Preschool/Childcare News
“Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” ~ 1 Thessalonians 5:18
November is the month that we are reminded to be thankful. With the advent of Thanksgiving, we all begin reflecting on the many blessings that God has provided in our lives.
I know for sure that I am beyond thankful for my Messiah family. You all have provided so
much love and support to me and my family throughout the many years I’ve been a part
of Messiah. As I write this, we are traveling back from a visit to Atlanta. We found a
home that we really love, and hope that it can become ours soon. Let the new adventure
begin!
November is a very busy month for all the kiddos in our care. They are reflecting on the
blessings they have, and making crafts about the first Thanksgiving. At the same time,
they are beginning to prepare for the annual Christmas program, which will take place on
Wednesday, December 12th, at 6:30 PM. The preschool and childcare teachers are having fun teaching and talking about thankfulness.
I would ask for your prayers as our ministry experiences a transition from one director to
the next. We ask God to watch over staff members and students as this transition happens. This ministry will do great things in the future.
God’s peace,
Karen Haines, Director
Preschool/Childcare Needs
8.5 oz styrofoam cups
Large paper bowls
Kleenex
Baby wipes
Food service gloves
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Woman to Woman

November 2018

I am thankful, loving Father,
1. For speaking the painful truths we need to hear, but give us hope in Christ. 10¢
2. For the farmers who work hard so that we might have food. 5¢
3. For our eyes to see the places of creation. 10¢
4. For All Saints Sunday; a day to remember our loved ones who have passed on this year and
past years and are now with Our Savior in Heaven. 25¢
5. For taking away the fears that make me hesitate to help others. 10¢
6. For our families that we cherish so much; be with them always. 5¢
7. For giving your life so that everyone may know your love. 20¢
8. That I have you to provide me hope in the depth of my despair. Help me to remember that
you have everything under control. 20¢
9. That I am thankful, Lord, for the peace that you give me. 10¢
10. For the good that comes to me. Open my eyes so that I can see it all. 15¢
11. For Veterans Day; a time to remember the sacrifices of our armed forces and their commitment to keep us safe around the world. 25¢
12. Help us to use our gifts with confidence to do your work in the world. 10¢
13. For Pastor Tim and staff who lead us to plan for our church’s future to better serve the needs
of our community. 25¢
14. For guiding us to remember that we are the church, the living body of Christ in the world. 10¢
15. For those who take care of our beautiful building. Bless them. 20¢
16. For helping us to entrust each day and each new tomorrow to you. 15¢
17. For my eyes and I pray for those who cannot see. 10¢
18. For my ears to hear your call to me to follow your will. 20¢
19. For all those people who need healing and comfort in their time of need. 5¢
20. For our trust in you that we may turn to you always. 10¢
21. For being constantly with me as I eat, work, play, and serve. 5¢
22. For the many abundant gifts we receive from you Our Father on this Thanksgiving day. 25¢
23. For this day to ask for guidance in all we do and say. 10¢
24. For drawing us nearer to you, Lord, through your word. 5¢
25. For this Christ the King Sunday as Jesus asks us to see His Kingdom among us. 25¢
26. For giving us the Bread of Life that sustains us, Jesus Christ. 20¢
27. For helping us to lead the holy lives to which you call all of us. 10¢
28. For all that I have that comes from you. Help me to give back to you. 5¢
29. For this time to wait and help me see the signs that you are near, through Christ. 15¢
30. For reaching out to others to hear the Word of Christ, our Savior and Lord. 10¢
****Bring offering to church on November 25

The Messenger
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CARE & NURTURE
Cold Kids
The days are shorter and the weather’s getting cooler! Donations of knit gloves, hats,
scarves, and fleece fabric (1/3 yard or more) are needed to keep our area kids warm this
winter. Please place all donations in the Cold Kids box in Satre Hall. Please call Charnell
Marker at 485-5627 or email bcwmarker@aol.com with any questions. Thank you in advance for your generosity!

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH
Faith & Light Food Pantry
Faith & Light Food Pantry continues to become a reality! We are planning to open by
November 7 with hours of Wednesday 9:00 – 11:30 AM and Friday 9:00 – 11:30 AM.
But there is much more to accomplish in the next month! How can you help? What is
needed?

1. As we set up the pantry, we need short term volunteers to set up and stock
shelves and freezers!
2. We need volunteers to help (weekly, monthly, quarterly):

16



greeting folks as they arrive, visiting with them, and making coffee



working the registration/sign-in tables



translators! Do you speak Spanish? We ALWAYS need someone with this gift!



filling the food orders for patrons



picking up food at churches or Associated Churches



stocking the shelves at Faith & Light.
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3. We are assembling board of directors who will meet 5-6 times a year. This
meeting has been held during the day over a lunch hour. If you could volunteer 10-12 hours a year, please let us know. While the primary focus for the
Faith & Light Pantry will be on hunger relief and food distribution, we hope to
collaborate with other ministries in the area to provide additional resources
and support to our patrons. The new board will determine this long range
plan.
4. We are seeking a Food Distribution coordinator. This person will work with our
food sources (churches, Associated Churches) to arrange for delivery of the
food each week, see that volunteers sort and stock the shelves, and then share
the list of available food with the office administrator at Faith for the weekly
menu. This could be shared among several people to fit schedules.
5. We need a volunteer coordinator. This person will establish and maintain a
schedule of when volunteers are working with Faith & Light in the various capacities.

If you are able to help out with any of these positions, for even one day a month, please
contact Pastor Marty Hampton or pastormarty@faithfw.com or call the church office at
Faith at 260-745-2577. We look forward with hope and excitement to what God will continue to do with this ministry, and how God will inspire us to continue to care for our most
vulnerable neighbors in Southeast Fort Wayne.
In Christ,
Pastor Marty Hampton and your Sisters and Brothers at Faith Lutheran Church

New Donation Center
You may have noticed the new donation center located in Satre Hall. Messiah is focused
on our community and this is just one more way that we can make a difference. Bins are
currently labeled for… Shepherds House, Food Pantry (these items will support PFW,
Maplewood Mennonite, and Faith Lutheran Food Pantries), School Supplies, Cold Kids,
Bags of Grace, and Undie Sunday! Needs lists are available on each bin; please take a list
and return the items to the designated bin. These items will be distributed to the various
charities throughout the year. If you have a charity you would like to be considered for
the rotation, please contact Cory Dold. Thank you for your support!
The Messenger
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Adopt-A-Family This Christmas
Our Messiah Church Family is once again helping those in need this Christmas season.
Our participation with Lutheran Social Services has made a huge difference in the lives of
the Adopt-A-Family program. This year we are sponsoring four families.
Starting Sunday, November 11th, you will find gift tags hanging on a Christmas tree in the
entrance way to the church with a gift for each member of a Christmas family. Please
purchase the requested gift for the family member and if purchasing an item of clothing,
please include a gift receipt with it. We will also have gift tags for monetary donations to
help purchase Gift Cards to local grocery stores for the families to purchase perishable
items like meat, bread, potatoes, etc.
We will need deodorants, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand soap, dish soap,
laundry soap, paper towels, toilet paper, and tissues. Also needed are gift boxes, scotch
tape and wrapping paper.
Please have all gift items and donations to Messiah by December 2nd. If you have any
questions, please contact Dave Beard at 760-6878 or daveb@messiahlc.com. Thank you!

Food Bank Outreach
What a blessing the members of Messiah Lutheran Church are to this community! The
food bank donations have been tremendous. Thank you! Food items need for November are canned meat, canned tuna, canned vegetables, canned fruit and peanut butter.
There is a Food Pantry basket in Satre Hall.

Messiah Logo Items
For Sale! We have several Messiah Logo items for sale. This is a great opportunity to
raise money for our roof and building fund and provide excellent exposure for Messiah in
the process. See Cory Dold with questions or if you would like to purchase yours TODAY!
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Justice Bread
Located in Satre Hall the third Sunday of the month, 9-11 AM or until we sell out. Proceeds from the sale of Justice Bread benefit our Cup of Kindness ministry, which assists
families facing financial hardships. Come support a great cause!

Aerob-Ex Workout by Char
The following classes are being offered by Char Marker. Contact Char for more information at 485-5627 or visit www.aerob-ex.com.
• Mondays and Wednesdays—Cardio & Conditioning, 9:00-10:00 AM
• Fridays—Yoga, 9:00-10:00 AM
All above classes run 7 weeks. Contact Char for pricing information.
• Tuesdays—Senior Stretch & Balance, 10:30-11:00 AM. There is no fee for this class.
• Individual training is available. Contact Char for information.

Couples Mission Retreat
Attention all couples!!! Messiah is planning a Couples Mission Retreat for January 18th to
26th of 2020! This adventure will give couples a chance to spend time with their significant other while focusing on strengthening their relationship alongside serving our Lord
through mission work. We will be travelling to Puerto Plata in the Dominican Republic
and staying at a luxury resort on the beach! Pastors Wade and Heather Apel will lead the
marriage retreat, and we will be working with Mission TwentyFive35 (the same missionaries the youth group worked with in the summer of 2017) to coordinate our social impact
projects for the trip. There are only a few spots left; $100 deposit will reserve your
space. If you are interested in learning more, please contact Cory at
cory.messiah@gmail.com or (260) 485-8716 if you have any questions.
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OPERATIONS
Annual Congregational Meeting, November 18, 2018
Plan to attend the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 18 th. Lunch will
be served in Satre Hall immediately following our one (and only) worship service at 10:00
AM. We will then move directly into the sanctuary for the congregational meeting order
of business.

Meat will be provided. Please plan to bring a side dish or dessert to share. All monetary
donations will support the building/roof fund.
The agenda will be as follows:
1. Call to Order, Prayer, and Quorum
2. VOTE to Approve the Consent Agenda (the following reports are included in packet)
a. Minutes of Previous Congregational Meeting – November 19, 2017
b. Minutes of Special Congregational Meeting – May 20, 2018
c. Reports
i. Council President – Jena Rejak
ii. Senior Pastor – Rev. Tim Graham
iii. Executive Administrator – Cory Dold
iv. Children’s, Youth, and Family Ministries Director – Heidi Kissner
v. Director of Music and Worship – Stan Engle
vi. Outreach Ministries Director – David Beard
vii. Preschool and Childcare Director – Karen Haines
3. VOTE to Approve the 2018 YTD Treasurer’s Report – Michelle Miller
4. VOTE to Approve the proposed 2019 Budget – Frank Feichter
5. Acknowledgement of Current Council Members
6. VOTE to Ratify the Approved Changes to the Congregational Constitution and Bylaws
7. VOTE to pursue a Capital Project Fundraising Campaign
a. $2.5 Million is needed to support the proposed first phase of the building assessment and master planning project
continued on next page
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8. VOTE to Retain the Current Executive Team to the 2019 Board of Directors
a. Michelle Miller
b. Jena Rejak
c. Cindy Riebersal
d. Steve Van Wyngarden
9. VOTE to Elect 2 Additional Members to the Board of Directors
a. Shawn Hall
b. Roger McDannold
c. Amy Reff
d. Kayla Reidenbach
e. Mary Satre
10. Closing Prayer
All friends and members of Messiah are encouraged to attend this meal and meeting!
The 2018 Annual Report is available in the narthex or online at www.messiahlc.com.
If you have any questions about the reports, please bring them forward prior to the meeting.
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OPERATIONS (cont)
Advent Coin Folders
Starting in November Advent Coin Folders will be available on the welcome center. All
proceeds collected from the folders will benefit the Pastors Discretionary Fund. This fund
is available to provide financial support to persons in need. Thank you for supporting this
ministry and please consider filling a coin folder this season.

Church Staff Email Addresses
Pastor Tim Graham: pastortim@messiahlc.com
Executive Administrator Cory Dold: cory@messiahlc.com
Director of Music Stan Engle: stan@messiahlc.com
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries Heidi Kissner: heidi@messiahlc.com
Director, Outreach Ministry Dave Beard: daveb@messiahlc.com
Director, Preschool and ChildCare Caitlan Vance: caitlan@messiahlc.com
Office Administrator Karla Myers: karla@messiahlc.com
Property Manager Dave Mould: dave@messiahlc.com
Newsletter Editor: editor@messiahlc.com

Stock Market Reaches New High
The stock market has recently reached its all-time highest level. Did you know that you
can gift shares of stock to Messiah? Do you own a security that has gone up in value but
you don’t want to sell it because of the taxes you would pay? If so, then you may want to
consider donating the shares to the church. You can use the stock donation to satisfy your
annual pledge, to help with the building/roof fund, or as a long-term lasting gift to Messiah. If an individual donates securities held longer than a year to the church, then he or
she can claim as a charitable gift the fair market value of the stock on the date of the gift.
Messiah will then sell the stock and not pay capital gains tax as a result of being a qualified public charity. It is a win-win situation. Please contact the church office for more information.
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Inclement Weather Policy
As the winter season approaches, we want to remind everyone of Messiah’s Inclement
Weather Policy. Obviously, we want to stress the importance of safety to all who participate at Messiah. In the event of inclement weather, or the anticipation of inclement
weather, here are the following schedules:
Sundays: One service, at 10:00 AM only; no Sunday school. This will be decided no later
than 6:00 AM.
Please check local TV station listings. It will say: “Messiah Lutheran – Fort Wayne:
10:00 AM Schedule”
Check the website: www.messiahlc.com
Check the Messiah Facebook page.
Weekday Daytime Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 6:00 AM.
Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.
Check the website: www.messiahlc.com
Check the Messiah Facebook page.
Weekday Evening Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 3:00 PM.
You can call the Church Office.
Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.
Check the website: www.messiahlc.com
Check the Messiah Facebook page.
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BOOK OF LIFE
Birth


Cerick Khalil Stewart, October 18, son of Craig & Caitlan
Stewart

Baptism


Aiden Spencer Easterday, September 23, son of Pat &
Pam Easterday

Marriage
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Jeffrey Phillips and Kelly Scholer, October 20

November 2018

The Messenger

Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement
Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping,
empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).
Our vision of 2017 includes a 3-5-year focus on…
Singles and Starters (ages 17-32)
We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of
single, young adults.
Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to single, young adults.
In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in
meaningful issues of faith and life. We will also create a physical space on our premises
that will foster hospitable and authentic conversations.
Families with Young Children
Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with
young children. Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we
can meet the needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church. It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because
youth are the lifeblood and future of our church.
We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through
the Preschool/Childcare ministry.
In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and
inclusion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at congregational events.
Forever Young
Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach those who are Forever Young, who
are nearing retirement or are already retired, with the Good News of abundant life
through Jesus Christ. The skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our
community.
We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves
and within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve
their quality of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community. In each of
the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal growth, fellowship, and service.
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Messiah Lutheran Church
7211 Stellhorn Road
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551

Place mailing label here

Ministers
The People of Messiah
Senior Pastor
Timothy Graham, M. Div.
Pastor Emeritus
Carl H. Satre, D.D.

*
Sunday Services
9:00 & 11:00 AM

Growing In Faith Together
10:05 AM
Nursery Provided

