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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-

powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ 

and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, 

fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commis-

sion (Mt 28.18-20).  
 

Our Values for Ministry 
1) To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

2) To enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 
3) To nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group cen-

tered ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 
4) To help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

5) To assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday, Dec. 2nd – First Communion Sunday 

4:00 PM – PT’s South Africa Presentation, Library 
 

Sunday, Dec. 9th – Advent 2 
9:00 AM – Christmas Cantata, “Holy Night of Miracles” 
 

Sunday, Dec. 16th – Advent 3 
2:00 PM – Children’s Christmas Program 
 

Sunday Dec. 23rd – Advent 4 
9:00 AM – Traditional & 11:00 AM – Contemporary 
 

Monday, Dec. 24th – Christmas Eve 
5:30 PM – Contemporary Family Praise Service 
7:30 PM – Traditional Family Candlelight Service 
11:00 PM – Candlelight and Carols Service 
 

Sunday, Dec. 30th  
9:00 AM – Traditional & 11:00 AM – Contemporary 
 

SAVE THE DATES 
Jan 6th – Epiphany of our Lord 
 

Jan 13th – Recognition of Baptisms (from previous year)  
 

Feb 3rd – “Souper Bowl Sunday” Soup Collection 
 

Feb 24th – Chili Cook-Off 12 PM 
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“Live” 

 By now, you have probably heard about the announcement of my 
prostate cancer. I am scheduled for surgery December 20 and I will be 
on leave for six weeks. 

I was diagnosed in 2014. But at the time, the tumor posed minimal risk 
and we elected to proceed with active surveillance treatment. So, Meme 

and I prayerfully decided to keep this private. As you recall, my loved ones were fighting 
their own health challenges, and I wanted to fully attend to their concerns and not dis-
tract.  

Meanwhile, I diligently followed the treatment course, completing yearly testing to 
monitor the tumor in the event of any changes. In fact, I had a biopsy after returning from 
South Africa.  It revealed the cancer had advanced, which in turn has very quickly led to 
the scheduling of the surgery. Of course, we are hopeful this will address the cancer.  

As you can imagine, life and ministry have been a whirlwind, especially since re-
turning from a life-changing trip to South Africa. Telling my own adult children as well as 
my mother and sisters was not easy. Certainly, our family is still experiencing grief from 
both my sister and father's deaths. But we have struck a peaceful stride since revealing 
this information.  

As I mentioned in my letter, Pastor Fred Hasecke has agreed to serve as our Inter-
im Pastor during my leave, and that is a relief since I will miss Christmas services! What a 
gift and blessing this is for Messiah. Pastor Hasecke will lead all Sunday services as well as 
the Christmas Eve services. He will also take care of all pastoral concerns in my absence, 
including hospital visits and emergency situations.  

To contact Pr. Hasecke, you may simply call the church office and the staff will help 
you get connected or you can contact him directly in these ways: 

Email: fhasecke@yahoo.com 

Phone: 260-452-4783 

Of course, Cory Dold, our Executive Administrator will assume leadership of all 
church matters, business, personnel, or otherwise. Cory has proven his capacity to lead 
and we are thankful for his commitment to Christ as well as the ministries of Messiah Lu-
theran Church.  
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Finally, let me say a few things about my journey so far. First, I have taken serious-
ly the stewardship of my life. I’m not trying to toot my horn here. I’m just saying that I 
have been as intentional about my health just as I am about my finances. Men… don’t 
wait! Get your annual physicals and blood work completed. Early detection is an im-
portant factor for many illnesses. Stewarding our lives is way of loving others, especially 
those close to us. Love your neighbor as yourself… stewarding your personal health life is 
loving yourself and empowers you to love others even better.  

Secondly, I have fears, insecurities, and doubts like any patient or person would. 
Remember the passage I often recall: “Lord, I do believe but help me overcome my unbe-
lief” (Mark 9.24). That fits me, us, to a tee, doesn’t it? In the same breath, we can be both 
a believer and unbeliever. And yet, the gift of faith is the antidote for all our insecurities 
and shortcomings.  

Most importantly, it is the gift of faith we share with each other that strengthens 
the body of Christ, particularly in difficult times. When your faith is weak, I hope my faith 
can build you up. Likewise, when my faith is weak, your faith will build me up. We are the 
body of Christ. I do not walk alone. We do not walk alone. We journey together. And I 
highly anticipate you building me in my doubtful moments throughout this journey.  

Thirdly, my new centering word is “live.” I was in the middle of my workout re-
cently, and I was getting a bit tired, when the word “live” popped into my mind. That is 
both the gift and opportunity of life: to Live. Live this life in faith. Live this life for the ben-
efit of others. Live this life realizing that God is doing for me what I cannot do for myself. 
Live this life realizing that God is doing for us what we cannot do for ourselves. 

So, when I find myself distracted in prayer, I say live. When I’m tired and irritable, I 
say live. When I don’t feel like doing the next right thing, I say live. I choose life, and I am 
going to live life to the fullest. Let’s live this together! 

Lastly, and most importantly, please keep me, Meme, and our family in your pray-
ers. Thank you and Merry Christmas! 

Peace, pt 
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O Come, All Ye Faithful! 

The season of Advent and Christmas is here. Though the sea-
son is busy, we pray that you will take time to join us in wor-
ship to prepare your hearts and lives for the birth of our Sav-
ior. Please join us for these times of preparation and celebra-
tion. 

Sunday, December 2, 9:00 and 11:00 AM. First Sunday of Advent. Both classes 
of Messiah’s Dance Ministry lead us into Advent with presentations at both ser-
vices. See the Word proclaimed as our dancers lead us in worship. 

Sunday, December 9, 9:00 AM. Second Sunday of Advent. The Festival Choir 
joyfully presents their cantata, Holy Night of Miracles. We proclaim the Word in 
song, followed by Holy Communion. Isaiah’s Vision, Messiah’s own praise band, 
will lead our service at 11:00 AM. 

Wednesday, December 12, 6:30 PM. Messiah Pre-School and Child Care Christ-
mas program. See and hear our youngest disciples proclaim the meaning of 
Christmas in their earnest and innocent way. 

Sunday, December 16, 2:00 PM. Children’s Christmas program. The children of 
Messiah will tell the Christmas story in a way that only children can. 

Sunday, December 23, 9:00 and 11:00 AM . Fourth Sunday of Advent. As the 
birth of Christ approaches, we faithfully gather for Word and Meal to prepare 
our hearts. 

Monday, December 24. Christmas Eve. We have three services this day to cele-
brate the birth of our Savior: 

5:30 PM—Christmas Eve praise service, led by Isaiah’s Vision. This service, like 
the two later services, will include Holy Communion and lighting of candles dur-
ing the singing of “Silent Night.” Katie Engle will dance at all three services as 
well. 
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Christmas Eve, continued 

7:30 PM—Festival Service, led by the Sanctuary Choir and Messiah Ringers, our handbell 
choir.  

11:00 PM—A quiet service of lessons and carols to welcome in Christmas Day. 

Tuesday, December 25, Christmas Day. No service this day. Enjoy the day with family or 
friends! 

Sunday, December 30. We will resume our schedule of services at 9:00 and 11:00 AM as 
we continue our Christmas Celebration.  

Soli Deo gloria! Glory be to God alone! 

For Messiah’s ministry of worship and music, 

Stan Engle 

Christmas Eve – Ushers, Greeters, Communion Assistants  

Christmas Eve is a wonderful celebration and a delightful time to worship, but we need 
your help with a few tasks.  If you are willing to assist with any of the below positions, 
please contact Karla in the church office 260-485-8716 or email to karla@messiahlc.com.  
 

Usher Duties: Pass out bulletins/candles, collect offering, dismiss communion, take 
attendance count, pick up bulletins and candles after services.  
 

Greeter Duties: opening the door for worshippers, greeting them, and giving directions as 
needed.  

5:30 – 4 ushers, 2 greeters  

7:30 – 4 ushers, 2 greeters 

11:00 – 2 ushers, 2 greeters 
 

Communion Assistants  

530 service: 9 assistants – 4 intinction, 4 grape juice, 1 walk around 

730 service: 9 assistants – 4 intinction, 4 grape juice, 1 walk around 

“This is the body and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” 

mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
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December 2018 Sunday Servers 
 
December 2 

Acolytes    9:00 Devan Verba; 11:00 Mason Crum 
Nursery Asst.   9:00 Kaitlyn Verba; 11:00 Gabby Knapke 
Assisting Minister Garry Pook 
Communion Asst. 9:00 Dick Ellison, Craig Hooker, John & Norma Wehrle 
      11:00 Kent & Janet Hartman, Michelle Miller 
Fellowship Hosts  Jon & Ginger Birt 
Lectors    9:00 Debbie Branfield; 11:00 Aaron Diers 
Tellers    Roger & Heidi Griebel, Vivian Lemmon 
Ushers    9:00 Don & Karen Van Wyngarden; 11:00 Lori Anthony, Rita Hanke 
Altar Flowers   Judy Klemm 
 

December 9 
Acolytes    9:00 Ian Diers; 11:00 Kira Vorpahl 
Nursery Asst.   9:00 Mason Crum 11:00 Danica Janes 
Assisting Minister Garry Pook 
Communion Asst. 9:00 Beth Crilly, Sofia Gonzalez, Kristy Huffine, Kim Murphy 
      11:00 Karen Pannkuk, Garry & Jean Pook 
Fellowship Hosts  Jon & Ginger Birt 
Lectors    9:00 Beth Crilly; 11:00 Jeff Gernhardt 
Tellers    Frank & Lisa Feichter, Judy Klemm 
Ushers    9:00 Don & Karen Van Wyngarden; 11:00 Lori Anthony, Rita Hanke 
Altar Flowers   Jo Ann Abramow 
 

December 16 
Acolytes    9:00 Lexi Matthias; 11:00 Devan Verba 
Nursery Asst.   9:00 Ian Diers 11:00 Kaitlyn Verba 
Assisting Minister Garry Pook 
Communion Asst. 9:00 Kristy Huffine, Jan Johnson 
      11:00 Deb Bruick, Bobbi Pearce, Richelle Rush 
Fellowship Hosts  Jon & Ginger Birt 
 

WORSHIP 
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December 16 (continued) 
Lectors    9:00 Dick Ellison; 11:00 Jeff Gernhardt 
Tellers    Debbie Branfield, Cindy Wortman, Ann Verba 
Ushers    9:00 Don & Karen Van Wyngarden; 11:00 Lori Anthony, Rita Hanke 
Altar Flowers   Vivian Lemmon 
 

December 23 
Acolytes    9:00 Charity Miers; 11:00 Owen Gernhardt 
Nursery Asst.   9:00 Emilia Diaz; 11:00 Lillie Evans 
Assisting Minister Garry Pook 
Communion Asst. 9:00 Beth Crilly, Kristy Huffine, Bill Marker, Jayne Reff 
      11:00 Kent & Janet Hartman, Kathy Johnsonbaugh 
Fellowship Hosts  Jon & Ginger Birt 
Lectors    9:00 Rich Franklin; 11:00 Michelle Miller 
Tellers    Cali Edwards, Barb Franklin, Warren Harris, Emily Keltner 
Ushers    9:00 Don & Karen Van Wyngarden; 11:00 Lori Anthony, Rita Hanke 
Altar Flowers   Garry & Jean Pook 
 

December 30 
Acolytes    9:00 Lillie Evans; 11:00 Danica Janes 
Nursery Asst.   9:00 Grace Smith; 11:00 Owen Gernhardt 
Assisting Minister Garry Pook 
Communion Asst. 9:00 Craig Hooker, Kim Murphy, John & Norma Wehrle 
      11:00 Michelle Miller, Garry & Jean Pook 
Fellowship Hosts  Jon & Ginger Birt 
Lectors    9:00 Craig Hooker; 11:00 Aaron Diers 
Tellers    Cali Edwards, Barb Franklin, Warren Harris, Emily Keltner 
Ushers    9:00 Don & Karen Van Wyngarden; 11:00 Lori Anthony, Rita Hanke 
Altar Flowers    

 

 

Please see the announcement on page 7 for Christmas Eve servers.  Thanks to those who 
have already volunteered! 
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2018 Children’s Christmas Program:  A Journey to Bethlehem 

Join the Journey on Sunday December 16, at 2:00p in the Sanctuary as we will be cele-
brating Christmas as we tell the Christmas story. This is for all children ages 3 through 6th 
grade.    

Practice schedule is as follows: 

Saturday, December 1, 3-430, in the Sanctuary 

Saturday, December 8, 1-2:30, in the Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 9, lunch 1230, practice 1-2, Santa 2:00 

Saturday, December 15, 1-230 FINAL PRACTICE 

Sunday December 16 lunch at 12:30, kids in Community Room at 1:30. 

***Please watch yellow sheet for updates, as well as information that will get sent home 
with the children during Journey. 

***You do not need to participate in Journey to participate in the Christmas Program. All 
children are welcome!  Contact Heidi with questions…heidijokissner@gmail.com 

 

Children’s Christmas Pajama Party & Movie Night 

On Saturday, December 1, after Christmas program practice, we will be having a Christmas 
Pajama Party for families!  Food, crafts and activities will be available from 4:30-6:00 PM.   

At 6:00 we will have a movie night featuring “The Star.”  A small but brave donkey named 
Bo yearns for a life beyond his daily grind at the village mill. One day he finds the courage 
to break free.   Join us as we watch Bo and his new friends follow the Star on the adven-
ture of their dreams, filled with lots of laughter.  

This is a free event; canned food items are appreciated. 

 

 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING 
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Wrap it Up!! 

Let the CIA youth wrap your gifts this Christmas!!  On December 8 the youth will be availa-
ble at the Youth House to wrap your Christmas gifts for you!  Gift drop off is from 1-4 PM 
and gift pick up is from 2-5 PM.  All wrapping paper, bows, and tape will be provided.     

 

Christmas Program Practice and Santa Visit – Sunday, Dec. 9 

We will be having the Christmas program dress rehearsal on Sunday, December 9.  The 
Christmas Cantata will be at the 9:00 service, and the Contemporary service is at 11:00.  
Please join us around 12:30 for lunch in Satre Hall. Following lunch, around 1:00, we will 
dismiss the children to the Sanctuary where we will have rehearsal.  After rehearsal, 
around 2:00, we have word that Santa is coming to Messiah!!!  Cory and Erica Dold (4Ever 
Photography and Design) will be on hand to take a picture of your child with Santa.   Pic-
tures will be available for pick up the following Sunday.  There is no charge for this, only 
the donation of a canned food item for the Food Bank. 

Lunch 12:30sih 

Rehearsal – 1:00-2:00 

Santa!! – 2:00!!  

 

Journey in December 

In November the Journey children did a brief study on Veterans Day and what it means to 
give of yourself for others and they also made “Veteran Survival Kits” that they handed 
out the following Sunday to our veterans on Veterans Day.  They finished their study of 
Moses.   

In December we will have a 3 week Advent Study based on the movie “The Star,” and 
have preparations for the Christmas program.   

Bible Bucks will be on Sunday, December 2.    

No Journey classes Sundays December 23 and December 30.   Classes resumes January 6.  
Enjoy this time together and have a very blessed and safe Advent and Christmas season!    
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GROWTH & LEARNING  (cont) 

EDGE Events 

EDGE Youth Christmas Party — Join us at the Youth House on Friday night, December 
7, 6-8 PM for our Christmas Party!  Please bring an ornament to donate to our 
tree, and a $10 white elephant gift.  We will make gingerbread houses so please 
bring some kind of food item to share and decorate (m&m’s, licorice….)  We will 
provide the icing and graham crackers for the building part…  We will also provide 
the meat and place settings and are asking everyone to bring a side dish to share.    

• Saturday, December 1 – Christmas Program Practice 3-430 PM 

• Saturday, December 1 – Christmas Pajama Party & Movie Night 430-800 PM 

• Saturday, December 8 – Christmas Program Practice 1-230 PM 

• Sunday, December 9 – Lunch/Program Practice/Santa – 1230-230/300-ish 

• Saturday, December 15 – Christmas Program Practice 1-230 PM 

• Sunday, December 16  – Christmas Program 2:00 PM 

 

CIA Events  

• CIA Youth Christmas Party – DATE CHANGE!!!  Join us at the Youth House on Wednes-
day, December 19, from 6-8p for our Christmas Party!  This is a regular scheduled Confir-
mation Class night.  Please bring an ornament to donate to our tree, and a $10 white ele-
phant gift.  Dinner will be provided by the teachers! 

• Saturday, December 1 – Christmas Pajama Party – volunteer opportunity! 430-6,   
Movie 6-8 

• Wednesday, December 5 – CIA 6-8, Youth House 

• Saturday, December 8 – Christmas Wrapping Party 

• Wednesday, December 12 – CIA 6-8, Youth House 

• Friday, December 14 – Christmas Movie Night 

• Wednesday, December 19 – CIA 6-8, Youth House (Christmas Party!) 
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• Wednesday, December 26 – NO CIA 

• Wednesday, January 2 – NO CIA 

• Wednesday, January 9 – NO CIA 

• Wednesday, January 16 – Confirmation Classes resume 

 

PULSE Events: 

• Sunday, December 2 – Youth House 6-8 

• Sunday, December 9 – Youth House 6-8 

• Sunday, December 16, Christmas Party @ Youth House 6-8 

 

Quest Bible Study 

Quest continues to meet on Tuesdays at 9:30 AM, in the Library. Here is the upcoming 
Quest Schedule: 

Meet 12/4, 12/11, and 12/18 

Break 12/25/18 and 1/1/19 

Resume 1/8/19 

 

Good News Study Group Schedule 

GNSG has resumed meeting on Thursdays, at 6:30 PM, in the Library. We are near com-
pleting our study of the book of Daniel. Please consider joining us for a deeper study into 
Scriptures for our final two sessions; Dec. 6 and Dec 13. GSNG will be suspended after 
these dates and resume at a later time to be determined in 2019. 
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PALS (Prayerful and Loving Sisters)  

PALS is an opportunity for all women to enjoy Christian fellowship.  There are Bible Stud-
ies, Outreach/Service Activities, and Social Activities. Prayer cards done every month for 
those who are homebound or have ongoing prayer concerns.  

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us 
not give up meeting together…but let us encourage one another.” (Hebrews 10: 24-25) 

***Please join us for any or all of the scheduled events and don't forget to invite a friend! 
Spouses and other family members are welcome to attend any of our activities. 

Prayer Cards:  Contact Lark Keltner, 438-3390 or larkdk@frontier.com to RSVP if you plan 
to attend or have any questions. 

December – No PALS Meeting or Prayer Cards.  Merry Christmas and blessings to all. If 
you would like a card sent to someone, please send his or her name and address to 
Sharon Stamper, sharonstamp@msn.com or call 413-7220. 

Outreach/Service Activities:  Contact Shirley Craven, 415-0429 or 
Shirley_craven@yahoo.com to RSVP if you would like to participate or have questions.   

Sat, Dec 1 – Christmas Family Gift Wrapping in the Narthex at 12:00 noon. This is open 
to anyone wishing to help wrap gifts for the Christmas Families this year.   

Start your Christmas shopping now! Messiah Cookbooks will be available throughout 
December at a reduced price of $10 per book. A table will be located near the main 
entrance to church or contact Shirley Craven. All sales will be going to the Building/
Roofing Fund.  

Bible Study:  Contact Nancy Hickman, 452-6699 or nhickman27@yahoo.com to RSVP if 
you plan to attend or would like details.  

Mon, Dec 3 - Study using Max Lucado’s book, “Life Lessons from Matthew,” at the 
home of Nancy J. Berry, 6508 Mapledowns Drive, 6:30 – 8:00 pm. Please contact Nancy 
H. for details. 

Social Activities: Contact Julie Braun, 749-0738 or jcbraun4911@yahoo.com to RSVP if 
you would like to participate or have questions. 

Sun, Dec 9 – Christmas Dinner and Gift Exchange at the home of Shirley Craven, 7006 
Winnebago Drive, 4:00–5:00 Appetizers/Fellowship followed by meal at 5:00. Ham will 
be the entrée, please bring a dish to share. If you’d like to participate in a gift ex-
change, please bring a $10 gift. RSVP to Shirley_craven@yahoo.com or 415-0429.   

GROWTH & LEARNING  (cont) 

mailto:sharonstamp@msn.com
mailto:nhickman27@yahoo.com
mailto:Shirley_craven@yahoo.com
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Preschool/Childcare News  

“I will give to the Lord the thanks due to His righteousness, and sing praise to the name of 
the Lord, the Most High.”  Psalms 7:17 

I am excited to begin this journey as Director with the Preschool and Childcare! I hope to 
provide a learning environment where teachers are able to instill a love of learning in each 
child. I believe Messiah Lutheran Preschool and Childcare will continue to provide a safe, 
loving, and fun environment, where children can learn about and grow in their faith.   

Hello November!! It is easy to get swept up in the hustle and bustle of the Season’s holi-
days, but, as we enter the busy time of the year, I encourage you to take a step back and 
remember the Reason for the Season.  The children are doing a great job so far this school 
year!  We celebrated with great Fall Harvest parties, and the children enjoyed dressing up 
in their Halloween costumes and learning all about pumpkins.  The teachers began talking 
about the Pilgrims and Native Americans, and how they learned to work together.  Our 
theme this year is John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  The students 
have enjoyed learning songs relating to the theme, and learning about God’s love! We 
look forward to teaching the children all about thankfulness and having a thankful heart.  
Happy Thanksgiving!   

Best wishes,  

Caitlin Vance, Director 

 

Upcoming Events 

Monday, 12/03- McTeacher Night at the Stellhorn Road McDonalds, 5-8 pm.  Come grab 
dinner and see our staff working the dining room.  Drive Thru orders will count toward our 
fundraiser also.  We’d love to see you there! 

Wednesday, 12/12- Preschool and Childcare Christmas Program, 7:00 pm.  Come hear the 
Christmas story told by our little ones! 

 

Preschool/Childcare December Needs 

5oz paper cups, Antibacterial wipes, Paper bowls, Small paper plates, Baby wipes 
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Ruth Circle 

What do you think Jesus meant when he said that anyone who comes after him “must de-
ny himself and take up his cross and follow”?   How might your understanding of these 
words and their implication to your walk of faith differ from what Jesus’ disciples under-
stood?  Please join us ladies of the church for our final lesson of Ray Vander Laan’s study 
of “Walk as Jesus Walked.”   We meet Monday, December 17, at 9 am in the library for a 
one hour session of video and discussion.  We would love to have you join us on this jour-
ney of putting our faith into action in our lives.  For further information, contact Jan John-
son at 260–479-0946 or justplainjan47@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

MEAL TRAIN for Pastor Tim and Family 
When a friend is in need, everyone asks, "What can I do to help?" One answer is to make 
a meal. When many friends make and deliver a meal, this is a meal train.  Messiah has or-
ganized a meal train for Pastor Tim and his family while he recovers from surgery through 
the month of January.  Donations and Gift Cards will also be collected to assist with other 
meals that are not provided through the meal train.  Visit this site to sign up https://
mealtrain.com/8dzoq5. You may contact Cory Dold: (260) 609-8129; Dave Beard: (260) 
760-6878; or Jena Rejak: (260) 222-1060; for delivery information or other questions re-
garding the meal train. 

 

From the Parish Nurses... 
As we head into the season of Thanksgiving, Christmas, colds, flu, viruses, and bronchitis, 
let's talk about being Antibiotic Aware. 

Antibiotics save lives, but any time they are used, they can lead to antibiotic resistance.  
Antibiotic resistance occurs when bacteria no longer responds to the drugs designed to 
kill them.  Antibiotics kill both the bad and good bacteria (we need the good bacteria to 
keep our bodies functioning normally).  Use antibiotics ONLY  when necessary to reduce 
the spread of superbugs and protect us from the side effects of antibiotics. 

GROWTH & LEARNING  (cont) 

CARE & NURTURE 

mailto:justplainjan47@gmail.com
https://mealtrain.com/8dzoq5
https://mealtrain.com/8dzoq5
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Let's talk about when antibiotics are necessary and when they are not as we head into 
winter. 

We all sort of expect to get a cold or sore throat sometime during the winter season...so 
what should we be on the lookout for? 

Common colds can be caused by 200 different viruses and is one of the most frequent 
reasons students miss school and adults miss work.  We all know how that feels—achy, 
runny nose, congestion, cough.  BUT...antibiotics do not cure a cold and will not make you 
feel better even if you have that yellow or green stuff coming out of your nose or in your 
cough.  Respiratory viruses...colds...will go away in a week or two.  If these symptoms last 
more than 10 days, you should seek medical attention.   

Sore throats are usually caused by viruses as well (like the ones that caused your cold 
when you immune system was weakened and you were exposed to that sick person 
sitting next to you last winter) and do not need antibiotic treatment.   Along with that sore 
throat, you may be sneezing or coughing, have watery eyes and mild head and body aches 
with a runny nose and low fever (less than 100 F).  Sore throats may also be caused by al-
lergies, dry air, pollution and primary/secondary smoke. 

Some sore throats are caused by bacteria (Strept A) and these DO NEED an antibiotic as 
you may have red and swollen tonsils (sometimes with white patches or tiny red spots), 
high fever (greater than 101F), nausea and vomiting, swollen lymph nodes, severe head 
and body aches and maybe a rash. 

20-30 of every 100 sore throats in children is strept 

5-15 of every 100 sore throats in adults is strept 

Improving the way we take antibiotics to keep us healthy now helps fight antibiotic re-
sistance and ensures that life-saving antibiotics will be available in the future. 

So...wash those hands, cover those coughs, stay home when you are ill, and get the rec-
ommended vaccines this cold and flu season. 

—Messiah Parish Nurses 

 

Cold Kids 
The days are shorter and the weather’s colder! Knit gloves, hats, scarves, and fleece fabric 
(1/3 yard or more) are needed  to keep our area kids warm this winter. Please place all 
donations in the Cold Kids box in Satre Hall. Please call Charnell Marker at 485-5627 or 
email bcwmarker@aol.com with any questions. Thank you in advance for your generosity! 
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Food Bank Outreach 

Purdue Food Pantry and Maplewood Mennonite Church food items for December are 
canned tuna, canned vegetables, peanut butter, chicken noodle soup, jello, instant pud-
ding and juice. 

 

Associated Churches’ Rising Stars 

The Rising Stars program for Arlington Elementary School December needs are sweat-
pants and lined filler paper.  Please place your donations in the bin in Satre Hall labelled 
“School Supplies.” 

Arlington Elementary School Holiday Shop.  Anyone who would like to help anytime be-
tween 8a.m. – 2:45pm please contact Dave Beard (daveb@messiahlc.com or 260-760-
6878).  You will need to complete a Safe Volunteer Application. 

 

Our HEALing Kitchen 

Messiah will be offering the “Our HEALing Kitchen” course beginning January 6th, 2019 
from 4-6p.m.  This eight week course will teach participants how to prepare meals using 
tasty, healthy recipes and cooking techniques, plus the nutritional value of fruits and veg-
etables, including the impact on their well-being and overall health.  Messiah has become 
an official partner with the HEAL initiative and this program is partially supported by a 
grant from the HEAL Initiative, which is co-sponsored by Parkview Health and St. Joseph 
Community Health Foundation.  We’re excited to offer this course to everyone – 
“Newbies to Oldies”!  We are grateful for this partnership that provides us this opportuni-
ty to reach out to our congregation and neighborhood.  Please RSVP to Kathy Leigh-
Manuell 260-580-0103 or ktleighmanuell@gmail.com by 12/21/18. 

 

Bags of Grace 

Winter is upon us.  This is a season where you are asked to give so many causes but we 
are hoping one of them you choose to assist this season is our Bags of Grace ministry.  On 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

mailto:daveb@messiahlc.com
mailto:ktleighmanuell@gmail.com
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Sunday, December 16, we will be assembling bags for distribution in December.   All vol-
unteers are welcome to donate and assist in the assembly in Satre Hall during the GIFT 
hour time between services.  We are particularly low on toothpaste (not brushes as we 
currently have an abundance), individual fruits and puddings, as well as gum.  During this 
winter season we also welcome donations of socks, gloves, or hats that we can give as 
extras to those in need of these items.  Thank you again for your generosity and have a 
blessed Christmas season.  For further information contact Jan Johnson, 260-479-946 or 
justplainjan47@gmail.com.   

 

Justice Bread 

Located in Satre Hall the third Sunday of the month, 9-11 AM or until we sell out. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of Justice Bread benefit our Cup of Kindness ministry, which assists 
families facing financial hardships. Come support a great cause! 

 

Advent Coin Folders 

Advent Coin Folders are available on the welcome center.  All proceeds collected from the 
folders will benefit the Pastors Discretionary Fund.  This fund is available to provide finan-
cial support to persons in need, and without donations we are unable to provide financial 
assistance to our neighbors in need.  Thank you for supporting this ministry and please 
consider filling a coin folder this season.  

 

New Donation Center 

You may have noticed the new donation center located in Satre Hall.  Messiah is focused 
on our community and this is just one more way that we can make a difference.  Bins are 
currently labeled for… Shepherds House, Food Pantry (these items will support PFW, 
Maplewood Mennonite, and Faith Lutheran Food Pantries), School Supplies, Cold Kids, 
Bags of Grace, and Christmas Families!  Needs lists are available on each bin, please take a 
list and return the items to the designated bin.  These items will be distributed to the vari-
ous charities throughout the year. If you have a charity you would like to be considered 
for the rotation, please contact Cory Dold.  Thank you for your support!    

 

mailto:justplainjan47@gmail.com
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Woman to Woman    December 2018 
 

I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. For hearing the good news of Jesus, the Messiah, and sharing that news with others! 5¢ 
2. For Mary, a young girl who had complete faith in you. Do I? 10¢ 
3. That I have you and I pray for those who do not. 15¢ 
4. For preparation of the way for the truth of God’s Word revealed in Jesus Christ. 25¢ 
5. For the prayers offered to all those who are in need this season; physically, emotionally and spiritually. 

Bless them with your love, 10¢ 
6. For your unending grace and love through Christ. 10¢ 
7. For those military men and women who are serving our country around the world. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with them during this season. 10¢ 
8. For making our ways safe this season as we joyfully reunite with family. 5¢ 
9. For the beautiful music of the cantata and the musicians who share their talent with us. 25¢ 
10. For the gift of good health and I pray for those who do not have it. 5¢ 
11. For reminding me to reach out in your Name to hurting and lonely people. 10¢ 
12. For guiding me in my journey of faith. 15 
13. For the firemen and women and police officers who work so hard to protect us always. 10¢ 
14. For each person who has shined the light of Christ into my life. 10¢ 
15. For those who use their talents to enhance our worship. Is there something I can do? 5¢ 
16. For the Christmas story as told through the drama and music of our Messiah children. May they come 

to know Jesus as their Savior. 25¢ 
17. For the mail carriers and all the surprises they bring and I pray for them. 10¢ 
18. For the word of grace spoken through your son, Jesus Christ. 5¢ 
19. For the beautiful music of this season reminding us for the real reason of celebration. 5¢ 
20. For calming my heart and clearing my mind—turn my eyes to you Lord. 5¢ 
21. For giving us a time to have our lives renewed this Christmas. 15¢ 
22. For the salesclerk who helped me today. May I show patience at this busy time of year. 10¢ 
23. For Mary whose anxiety was always eased by God as she followed her mission to give the world Our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 5¢ 
24. For the innkeeper who did let Joseph use his stable. Would I be willing to let a pregnant woman and her 

husband stay in my garage? 10¢ 
25. For this glorious Christmas Day to praise our newborn Savior! $1.00 
26. For the lowly babe who was born for me. Help me to realize the magnitude of it all and thank God for 

Our Savior. 20¢ 
27. For the Angels. Would I hear them, or would I say, “What is that noise?” 5¢ 
28. For the lowly shepherds who went immediately to Jesus in the stable. 10¢ 
29. For the gift of forgiveness that you have for me. Help me to forgive someone. 25¢ 
30. For walking continually with me in 2018. 5¢ 
31. For the past, present, and future. Help me to trust you more each day in 2019. 10¢ 
 

Please bring Woman to Woman offerings to church on last Sundays of month: December 23 or 30. 
 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the Woman to Woman fund throughout this year. These contribu-
tions help women in need throughout the year and particularly at Christmas. Please continue to pray for all 
women and their special needs this coming year of 2019. 
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2018 YTD Giving Statements 

2018 year to date giving statements will be sent out in the early part of December.  You 
may have noticed that giving is behind budget, and now is the time to make up the differ-
ence.  Can you help us make up the shortfall?  When you receive your statement please 
review it closely and let Cory know if you have any questions.   

 

Online Giving and 2019 Pledges 

Online Giving is AVAILABLE at www.messiahlc.com!  This link allows you to indicate your 
annual pledge, and then either set up a onetime payment or recurring payments: annual-
ly, quarterly, monthly, or weekly.  

If you have not yet made a pledge for 2019 and would like to, we encourage you to pick up 
a pledge card in the office or contact us and we can help you through the process.  A 
pledge is a commitment of financial support for the year, which runs from January through 
December. Typically, pledges are paid in increments—weekly, monthly or quarterly. You 
can give to the church without pledging, of course. Some people put money in the offering 
plate at worship each week or once a month. Others give in a lump sum at the beginning 
or end of the year. We encourage annual pledging because making and keeping promises 
is an important spiritual discipline that fosters faithfulness and mutual responsibility. 
Pledges also help the congregation to plan more wisely. 

 

End of Year Giving 

As stated at the annual meeting, 2018 contributions are behind by about $20,000.  While 
this is a small percentage of our overall budget, this shortfall makes a significant impact on 
the ministries here at Messiah.  Your help is necessary to eliminate this deficit.  You can 
help by adding just a little extra to your regular offerings!  If everyone does their part this 
small shortfall can be eliminated immediately.  A strong finish to 2018 will in turn mean a 
strong start to 2019!  Thank you for your continued support of the ministries here at Mes-
siah. Together we can continue to help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in 
real life.  All 2018 contributions must be received at Messiah on or before December 30, 
2018. Gifts arriving after this date will be reflected on 2019 giving statements.  

OPERATIONS 

http://www.messiahlc.com/
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Annual Congregational Meeting of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Sunday, November 18, 2018 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 
18, 2018.  It was a good meeting with a positive feel.  There were close to 150 attendees 
which was very encouraging.  If you were not able to attend, please see below for a brief 
summary of the meeting.  

The congregation met in the sanctuary after lunch in Satre Hall following a 10:00am wor-
ship service. President Jena Rejak called the meeting to order at 12:20pm with a quorum 
of members present. Pastor Tim opened the meeting with prayer. 

The 2018 Consent Agenda was approved. Motion to approve by Jerry Reff, seconded by 
Nancy Berry, motion carried. 

The 2018 Treasurer’s Year-To-Date Report (as of September 30, 2018) was presented by 
Michelle Miller. Motion to approve pending audit by Noah Smith, seconded by Jerry Reff, 
motion carried. 

Frank Feichter presented the 2019 Budget and acknowledged other budget team mem-
bers. Total receipts are shown at $560,000 (a 3.5% increase over last year). Expenses are 
approximately $593,000. Motion to approve by Jerry Reff, seconded by Kristy Huffine, mo-
tion carried. 

Pastor Tim acknowledged current council members (Clayton Crum, Matt Gibbons, Bob 
Griebel, Ron Haines, Patty Hooker, Jennifer Matthias, Roger McDannold, Jason Miller, 
Michelle Miller, Jena Rejak, Cindy Riebersal, Steve VanWyngarden and Scott Wilson). 

A vote was taken to ratify the approved changes to the Congregational Constitution and 
Bylaws. Steve VanWyngarden explained that this is a necessary follow-up to the special 
congregational meeting held on May 20, 2018 when the congregation voted to accept the 
recommended changes. Vote to approve passed – Yes-116 and No-9. 

A vote was taken to pursue a Capital Project Fundraising Campaign. Cindy Riebersal and 
Steve Van Wyngarden gave an overview of the campaign. This campaign would cover 
Phase 1 (approximately $2-2.5 million) of a possible five-phase future project as outlined 
in the 2018 Building Assessment & Master Plan Study prepared by Design Collaborative.  

Approximately one-half of the cost of Phase 1 is building maintenance (including roof) and 
the second half would be expansion. Vote to approve passed – Yes-117, No-18, Abstain-1.  

OPERATIONS (cont) 
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A vote was taken to retain the current executive team to the 2019 Board of Directors. 
Members are Michelle Miller, Jena Rejak, Cindy Riebersal and Steve VanWyngarden. Vote 
was passed by an overwhelming “Yes” with only four “No” votes. 

A vote was taken to elect two additional members to the Board of Directors. Nominees 
are: Shawn Hall, Roger McDannold, Amy Reff, Kayla Reidenbach and Mary Satre. The two 
individuals elected to the Board are Amy Reff and Mary Satre. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Noah Smith, seconded by Dave Mould and unanimously 
approved. Pastor Tim led us in the Lord’s Prayer. The meeting adjourned at 1:25pm.   

 

Merry Christmas 

Christmas is a wonderful time for us. In addition to the very special meaning, we are al-
ways happy to see so many friends and members whose schedules may not allow them to 
attend worship with us on a regular basis. If you or your family are ones who cannot visit 
as much as you like, you might want to check out our website or Facebook page for regu-
lar updates on the happenings here at Messiah. You will also find that Online Giving is 
available at www.messiahlc.com!  The online giving program allows friends and members 
to support the congregation even when they are out-of-town, too busy to remember an 
envelope, working weekends, or attending worship in another congregation. This new link 
allows you to indicate your annual pledge, and then either set up a onetime payment or 
recurring payments:  annually, quarterly, monthly, or weekly. If you would like to learn 
more about this easy, safe and secure way of giving please contact Cory Dold at 
cory.messiah@gmail.com in the church office or follow the simple instructions found on 
the church website.  

 

Inclement Weather Policy 

As the winter season approaches, we want to remind everyone of Messiah’s Inclement 
Weather Policy. Obviously, we want to stress the importance of safety to all who partici-
pate at Messiah. In the event of inclement weather, or the anticipation of inclement 
weather, here are the following schedules:  
Sundays: One service, at 10:00 AM only; no Sunday school. This will be decided no later 
than 6:00 AM.  

http://www.messiahlc.com/
mailto:cory.messiah@gmail.com
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BOOK OF LIFE 

Baptism 
 Callen Richard Dold, November 18, son of Cory & Erica 

Dold. 

Please check local TV station listings. It will say: “Messiah Lutheran – Fort Wayne: 
10:00 AM Schedule”  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  
Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

Weekday Daytime Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 6:00 AM.  
Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.  
Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  
Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

Weekday Evening Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 3:00 PM.    
You can call the Church Office.  

Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.  
Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  
Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Tim Graham: pastortim@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold: cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle: stan@messiahlc.com 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries Heidi Kissner: heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, Outreach Ministry Dave Beard: daveb@messiahlc.com 
Director, Preschool and ChildCare Caitlin Vance: caitlin@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers: karla@messiahlc.com 
Property Manager Dave Mould: dave@messiahlc.com  
Newsletter Editor: editor@messiahlc.com 

OPERATIONS (cont) 

http://www.messiahlc.com/
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, 
empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and con-
nects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and 
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  
 

Our vision of 2017 includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

Singles and Starters (ages 17-32) 
We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of 

single, young adults.  
Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engage-

ment to single, young adults. 
In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in 

meaningful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises 
that will foster hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 
Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with 

young children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we 
can meet the needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community sur-
rounding the church.  It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because 
youth are the lifeblood and future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through 
the Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and 
inclusion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare fami-
lies at congregational events.  

 

Forever Young 
Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach those who are Forever Young, who 

are nearing retirement or are already retired, with the Good News of abundant life 
through Jesus Christ. The skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our 
community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves 
and within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve 
their quality of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community. In each of 
the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal growth, fel-
lowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 
Senior Pastor 

Timothy Graham, M. Div. 
 

Pastor Emeritus 
Carl H. Satre, D.D. 

 

* 

Sunday Services 
9:00 & 11:00 AM 

 

Growing In Faith Together 
10:05 AM 

 

Nursery Provided 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


