
September 2019 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-

powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ 

and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, 

fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commis-

sion (Mt 28.18-20).  
 

Our Values for Ministry 
1) To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

2) To enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 
3) To nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group cen-

tered ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 
4) To help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

5) To assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sat., Sept 7 – Rally Day Block Party, 4-8 PM 

Sun., Sept 8 – One Service, 10:00 AM, followed by lunch 

Rally Day/Emerging Adult Ministry Kickoff 

Guest Speaker – Jeff Chu 

Guest Musician – David Dunn 

Journey Teacher Installation 

Lunch and Conversation with Jeff Chu 

Sun., September 15 – Journey Bible Presentations 

At both 9:00 & 11:00 services 

Sun., Sept. 29 – New Members Installation, 9:00 & 11:00 

Intro Classes – Need only attend one (1) 

Sunday September 15, 12:15 (after 1100 service) 

Sunday, September 22, 10:15 (after 900 service) 

 

SAVE THE DATES 
Sat., Oct. 5 – Blessing of Pets, 10:00 AM, Outdoor Chapel 

Sun., Oct. 13 – Footprints On My Heart, 6:00 PM. A candle-lighting 
vigil for Remembering Pregnancy and Infant Loss 

Sun., Nov. 17—One service 10:00 AM; followed by lunch and our 
Annual Meeting 
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Visitations – Hospital, Homebound, & Other 
Pastoral visitation is a joy, privilege, and responsibility of ministry. To share in 
conversation and prayer, to talk on a more personal level with you and your 
loved ones, is a joy of ministry. To be received during one’s most personal and 
vulnerable moments, particularly regarding health concerns, is an overwhelm-
ing honor. And to be sure, these moments are a demanding responsibility of 
the pastoral office and taken very seriously. In all cases, you can expect full 
confidentiality, or you can set the boundaries in how your information is con-
veyed publicly.  

Communication is a critical component of pastoral visitation. If the pastor isn’t informed, that 
makes it more difficult to follow up with visitation. I want to visit, if you’d like a visit at that time. 
Again, visits consist of conversation, prayer, and communion, if requested. So, I wanted to offer 
some food for thought regarding visitation.  

Hospital Visits – HIPPA regulations have changed how churches and pastors receive hospital up-
dates. The hospitals used to call the church with notifications. But due to privacy laws, that no 
longer happens. Instead, the hospital chaplains visit, and with your permission, will notify the 
church of your hospital admission. There are additional ways that you can help with this communi-
cation: 

Inform the church or pastor of an upcoming hospital admittance or procedure in advance. It’s 
best to email, if and when possible, but calling the office with information is helpful as well. If 
you decide to email, you can email to Karla or directly to Pr. Tim if you wish to maintain priva-
cy.    

Oftentimes, if I know in advance, I will meet you at the hospital prior to your procedure, even 
at 530 am, to pray with you. I love to do this!  

PS – If you want to tell Pr. Tim on Sunday mornings, it is best if you write it down, or send an 
email or call. Sundays are so busy, and people convey all sorts of information. Pr. Tim wants to 
be able to honor your concerns and “just telling” him doesn’t allow him the best way to re-
member your concerns.  

Of course, if it is an unexpected illness, you are encouraged to call the church office or Pr. Tim. 
As mentioned above, you can also have the hospital chaplain call to inform the church of your 
circumstances.  

Contact Information – It is important that the church has pertinent information to contact 
you.  

Personal Numbers – Please make certain we have the best contact info, including your cell 
phone number.  
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Emergency Numbers – Please, particularly for our senior members, provide us with emergen-
cy contact numbers like an adult child, niece or nephew, or other relative or friend.  There 
have been instances when we cannot contact people because we don’t have the proper infor-
mation.  

Rehabilitation Centers – Oftentimes, patients move to rehab facilities to receive extended 
care. Again, it is critical to convey this information to the church, particularly if you’d like to be 
visited. 

Homebound Visits – Well, no one wants to be considered homebound. But the reality is that 
some are prevented from attending church on a regular basis, or even permanently, due to health 
concerns. A homebound person is part of the faith community at Messiah. And one way we in-
clude a homebound person is through visitation.  

Notify the church or pastor that you are unable to attend worship by calling the office. This is 
private and confidential. If you approve of making it public knowledge (prayer list and yel-
low sheet), we will add your name to our homebound list.  

Pastors Tim and Fred will make arrangements to visit and bring communion. We like to call 
ahead of time and make an appointment so that we do not interfere with any care or oth-
er appointments.  

Visitation Team – we have a team of people that serves as homebound visitation. Assistants. 
These individuals will visit and bring communion as well. It is the call of Christian to partici-
pate in the caring of those who are ill or homebound. If you are willing to receive this type 
of visit, your name given to one of the assistants.  

Emergency Contact – Again, it is important that you provide the church with contact info of 
adult children or family members.  

Other Concerns – Visit requests may or may not be related to illness. However, you can still re-
quest a visit with Pr. Tim. Of course, you are welcome to make an appointment at the church, but 
Pr. Tim will certainly meet you at your home or other places by request.  

Prayer Lists – Again, we need you to convey your wishes to us whether or not you’d like to be in-
cluded on the prayer list. We always attempt to ask first. But your input is always appreciated. 

In summary, at Messiah we encourage and welcome your visitation requests, hospital, home-
bound, or other. We want to pray with you in these moments…before surgery, after surgery, in 
difficult decisions, and in thanksgiving. We want to be present with you in these moments. And 
when appropriate, we want to bring communion in these moments.  

Thank you for entrusting us with this vital ministry. If you have any questions regarding this infor-
mation, please contact Pr. Tim.  

Peace, PT  
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September Start-ups 

Fall is always an exciting time of year. School has started, and 
church activities pick up again after summer vacations. Here 
are some ways for you to get involved. 

Rally Day Service, Sunday, September 8, 10:00 a.m. Follow-
ing our block party on Saturday, nationally-known singer    
David Dunn will lead our Sunday worship. The Sanctuary 

Choir will also sing during the service, and there will be a blessing of Journey 
(Sunday School) teachers and students to start the fall season. A meal will fol-
low the service. Come and join our joyful praise! 

Sanctuary Choir (Messiah’s adult choir) rehearses Thursday evenings at 7 
o’clock and sings at the 9:00 a.m. service on Sundays. Singers of high-school age 
through adults are welcome. Please contact me if you would like to be a part of 
this ministry. 

Messiah Ringers, our handbell choir, rehearses Sunday afternoons at 4:30 and 
plays for worship about once a month. Ability to read music is helpful but not 
necessary. Check with me if you are interested. 

 

Soli Deo gloria! Glory be to God alone! 

For Messiah’s ministry of worship and music, 

Stan Engle 
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Sunday, September 1 Servers 
Acolytes    9:00 Kaitlyn Verba; 11:00 Rachel Blankenhorn 
Nursery Asst.   9:00 Devan Verba; 11:00 Jonathon Hoffman 
Assisting Minister  Jan Johnson 
Communion Asst.  9:00 Cory Dold, Dick Ellison, Sofia Gonzalez, Craig Hooker 
      11:00 Kent & Janet Hartman, Michelle Miller, Karen Pannkuk,  
       Bobbi Pearce 
Fellowship Host   
Lectors    9:00 Kristy Huffine; 11:00 Jeff Gernhardt 
Tellers    Roger & Heidi Griebel, Vivian Lemmon 
Ushers    9:00 Rex & Ginny Smith; 11:00 Mike Dager, Jack Davis 
Altar Flowers   Dick & Pat Ellison 
 

Sunday, September 8 Servers (10:00 service only) 
Acolytes     
Nursery Asst.    
Communion Asst.  Deb Bruick, Kristy Huffine, Jan Johnson, Bill Marker, Michelle Miller,  
       Garry & Jean Pook, Richelle Rush 
Fellowship Host   
Lector     Rich Franklin 
Tellers    Frank & Lisa Feichter, Judy Klemm 
Ushers    Rex & Ginny Smith, Mike Dager, Jack Davis 
Altar Flowers   Craig & Patty Hooker 

 

Sunday, September 15 Servers 
Acolytes    9:00 Lillie Evans; 11:00 Gabby Knapke 
Nursery Asst.   9:00 ; 11:00 Maddy Knapke 
Assisting Minister  Debbie Branfield 
Communion Asst.  9:00 Sharon Clark, Jayne Reff, Gene Stringer, Diana Vargo 
      11:00  Kent & Janet Hartman, Karen Pannkuk, Bobbi Pearce, Richelle Rush 
Fellowship Host   
Lectors    9:00 Craig Hooker; 11:00 Aaron Diers  
Tellers    Debbie Branfield, Cindy Wortman, Ann Verba 
Ushers    9:00 Rex & Ginny Smith; 11:00 Mike Dager, Jack Davis 
Altar Flowers   Cory & Erica Dold 

 

WORSHIP 
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Sunday, September 22 Servers 
Acolytes    9:00 Cheyenne Spriggs; 11:00 Owen Gernhardt 
Nursery Asst.   9:00 Kira Vorpahl; 11:00 Emma Gernhardt 
Assisting Minister  Beth Crilly 
Communion Asst.  9:00 Beth Crilly, Cory Dold, Dick Ellison, Sofia Gonzalez 
      11:00 Deb Bruick, Kent & Janet Hartman, Garry & Jean Pook 
Fellowship Host    
Lectors    9:00 Jan Johnson; 11:00 Jeff Gernhardt 
Tellers    Cali Edwards, Barb Franklin, Warren Harris, Emily Keltner 
Ushers    9:00 Rex & Ginny Smith; 11:00 Mike Dager, Jack Davis 
Altar Flowers   Bob & Chris Griebel 

 

Sunday, September 29 Servers 
Acolytes    9:00 Arianna Smith; 11:00 Danica Janes 
Nursery Asst.   9:00 Lexi Matthias; 11:00 Rachel Blankenhorn 
Assisting Minister  Anne Simerman 
Communion Asst.  9:00 Craig Hooker, Kristy Huffine, Jan Johnson, Bill Marker 
      11:00 Michelle Miller, Karen Pannkuk, Bobbi Pearce, Garry & Jean Pook 
Fellowship Host    
Lectors    9:00 Joe Kinder; 11:00 Michelle Miller 
Tellers    Cali Edwards, Barb Franklin, Warren Harris, Emily Keltner 
Ushers    9:00 Rex & Ginny Smith; 11:00 Mike Dager, Jack Davis 
Altar Flowers   Laura Bradford 

 

Messiah Worship Available LIVE Online!  

Messiah Lutheran is now LIVE streaming all worship services.  If you are unable to join us in wor-
ship for any reason, please join us online! To watch live from a computer or mobile device, visit 
http://messiahlc.com/video/ at 9:00 AM or 11:00 AM on Sundays, or subscribe to our YouTube 
channel.  

 

Upcoming Sermon Topics 

September 15, 22, 29, & October 6 – Understanding the Bible. Bring your Bible, open it up, get into 
it, and mark it up! 

 

 

 

http://messiahlc.com/video/
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Upcoming Special Services 

JEFF CHU – Sunday, September 8 

Jeff Chu will be preaching on September 8th. Here is his Bio:  

Over his eclectic journalistic career, Jeff Chu has interviewed presidents and 
paupers, corporate execs and preachers, Britney Spears and Ben Kingsley. As a 
writer and editor for Time and Fast Company, he has compiled an award-
winning portfolio including stories on hit-making Swedish songwriters (a piece 
for which he went clubbing in Stockholm); James Bond (for which he stood on 
a beach and watched Halle Berry emerge from the waves over and over); un-
dercover missionaries in the Arab world (he traveled to North Africa and went 

to church); and the decline of Christianity in Europe (he prayed). His acclaimed book, Does Jesus 
Really Love Me?—which earned the cover of the New York Times Book Review—features his re-
porting on Christianity and sexuality across America. One of Jeff’s prized possessions is a print of a 
quote from former Senator John Warner, who once told Jeff: "You're a good little interviewer!"  

As a speaker, Jeff’s experience has been equally as compelling. He has stood before audiences in 
Catholic, Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian and an array of other denominational and non-
denominational churches across the country. He has given lectures at major colleges, universities 
and seminaries, including (to name a few) Princeton, Yale, Fuller, Calvin, Syracuse, and Hope. He 
has also graced the stages of the Library of Congress’s National Book Festival in Washington and 
the Los Angeles Times Festival of Books, Fast Company’s Innovation Uncensored and Innovation by 
Design gatherings, as well as the Progressive Youth Ministry, Gay Christian Network, Why Chris-
tian?, and Room for All (Reformed Church in America) conferences. 

Jeff grew up California and Florida. He went to high school in Miami, at Westminster Christian, 
where he sat behind Alex Rodriguez in Mr. Warner’s world history class. He’s a graduate of Prince-
ton and the London School of Economics. And he will tell you that he is a writer today largely be-
cause of two people: Carmen Gonzalez, his second- and third-grade teacher at Black Pine Circle 
Day School in Berkeley, California, who first taught him about storytelling, and Charlotte Grimes, 
whose one-semester journalism seminar at Princeton—the only journalism course he ever took—
taught him that he was not a terrible reporter and might even someday be a good one. Jeff has 
received fellowships from the Phillips Foundation, the French-American Foundation, and the Inter-
national Reporting Project, and in 2012, was part of the Seminar on Debates in Religion and Sexu-
ality at Harvard Divinity School.  

Chu is the nephew and grandson of Baptist preachers, and currently serves as an elder at Old First 
Reformed Church in Brooklyn, New York. He loves the San Francisco 49ers, the Book of Ecclesias-
tes, and clementines.  

GROWTH & LEARNING 
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Saturday, October 5, 10:00 AM – Blessing of Pets. Bring your cat, your dog, your rat, or 

your frog…whatever the species, bring your pet to the outdoor chapel for a blessing as we bless 
the animals and the special relationships we share with them.  

Sunday, October 13, 6:00 PM – Footprints On My Heart: Remembering Pregnancy and 

Infant Loss. This is a candle-lighting vigil with special music as we offer love and support for all 
families making this painful journey.  

 

New Members @  Messiah 
We highly anticipate welcoming new members into our worshipping community. At Messiah, we 
believe joining a worship community is a serious commitment to follow Jesus as we serve our 
community. If you have an interest, please keep reading below.  

What does it mean to join the Messiah worshipping community? 

Attend worship on a “regular” basis as a sign of faith in Jesus.  

Participate in the life of our worshipping community, i.e. Bible study, small groups, family and 
student ministries, outreach, etc., to live out our faith in Jesus.  

Incorporate the generosity of time and gifts as a practice of living faithfully in Jesus.  

Participate in the pursuit of our Mission and Vision as we help people grow a faith in Jesus 
Christ that works in real life.  

** Messiah Introduction Classes will be offered on the following dates. Please RSVP to the office! 
You need only attend ONE of the below times.  

Sunday, September 15th @ 12:15 PM —or— Sunday, September 22nd @ 10:15 AM 

*** Member installations are being rescheduled for Sunday, September 29th, at the service of your 
choice, 9:00 AM or 11:00 AM.  

If you have an interest in learning more about Messiah, please attend “Discover Messiah” on the 
third Sunday of each month in the Library. If after that you would like become more involved 
through membership, then you should register to attend Messiah Introduction, a one-time class 
that details the aspects of joining our worship community at Messiah.  

Please contact the office to register or ask additional questions. 
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Journey and Student Ministries Open House  
Sunday September 8, 915-945 AM 

We’re “Muffin’” Without You!! 

Families with students ages 3 through 12th grade: come in and meet your Journey and Student 
Ministries leaders, sign your children up and check out our volunteer opportunities!  We will be in 
Satre Hall on Sunday, September 8, 9:15-9:45 AM ( prior to the 10 AM service).  Come have do-
nuts, coffee juice and muffins, because our children and student ministries would be “muffin” 
without you!! 

 

Messiah’s Children’s and Student Ministries 

The Journey at Messiah (JAM) is Messiah’s Sunday morning children’s ministry for ages 3 years 
through 6th grade.  Journey meets weekly during the 11 AM service, September through May. 
Classes are broken down into age groups of preschool, pre-kindergarten/kindergarten, first and 
second grades, third and fourth grades and fifth and sixth grades (EDGE). Journey also hosts family 
fun events monthly, such as Trunk or Treating, bowling, and the Easter Eggstravaganza, to name a 
few! 

EDGE is our youth group for those students in 5th and 6th grades.  EDGE involves Bible study on 
Sundays, September through May during the 11 AM service, in conjunction with our Journey pro-
grams. In addition, we also will meet at the Youth House various Sundays after the 11 AM service 
at the Rousseau Youth House, as well as one Saturday a month off campus.   These gatherings in-
volve food, fun and fellowship!! 

CIA is our youth group for those middle school students in 7th and 8th grades.  CIA involves Confir-
mation Class on Wednesday evenings.  CIA also meets at the Rousseau Youth House various Sun-
days after the 11 AM service as well as the occasional Saturday off campus for some fun social 
time! CIA students also alternate between going on a mission trip and going to Confirmation Camp 
in the summer. 

Confirmation Classes  will be Wednesday evenings, 6:00-8:00 PM, September through 
May, for both 7th and 8th grade students that are planning on going through Confirma-
tion.  Confirmation occurs the fall of the students’ 9th grade year. These begin with a short 
social time when the kids can get a snack and drink and catch up with the adult leaders 
and other students. Then we have a large group time where the topic of the week will be 
introduced. Then the groups split into a boys’ group that will go with our male leaders and 
a girls’ group that go with our female leaders. The students will stay in their small groups 
until the end of the class. 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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CIA and Acolyte Orientation will be Wednesday, September 11.  Acolyte training will be at 
6:00 PM; CIA orientation will be at 7:00 PM. 

PULSE is our high school ministry for students in grades 9-12.  Currently PULSE meets Sundays 6-8 
PM at The Rousseau Youth House. PULSE alternates between the ELCA Youth Gathering, domestic 
mission trips, and international mission trips during the summer.   

 

Journey Teachers 

We have been blessed, once again, to have folks who have answered the call to be Journey, Edge, 
CIA, and PULSE leaders.  Following are our leaders for your children and youth.  The three and four 
year old teachers are: Mary Hudson, Jennifer Mable, and Lisa Daniel.  The pre-k/kindergarten 
teachers are Lily Kissner and Jacob Crum. First and Second grade teachers are Amy Reff and Sally 
Kissner, and Sashelle Rose.  The third/fourth teachers are Rachel, Owen, and Christine Counter-
man.  Our Edge (5th & 6th) teachers are Carey and Linda Baker, and Nedrah Kilby and Sue Miller.  
CIA leaders are John and Cindy Sabo, Craig and Shelley Musolf, and Kayla Reidenbach. PULSE lead-
ers are Dave Beard, Sandy Hellwege, Curtis and Rachel Langlois, Jeff and Kelly Phillips, and PT.  
Journey “support crew” include Jack Davis, Pat Strasser, Walt Strasser, and the parents. 

Please thank these folks for helping to lead our children and youth on a journey that grows a faith 
in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Bible Sunday 

The Journey will be handing out Bibles to our 3 year olds, kindergarteners, and 3rd graders on 
Sunday, September 22, at both services.  The children and their parents will be invited forward for 
the Bible blessing and presentation during the Kids Talk.  If your child is attending Journey and 
does not have a Bible, or if you have not received a letter in the mail, please contact Heidi, hei-
dijokissner@gmail.com. 

 

CIA Orientation and Acolyte Training Wednesday, September 11 

(5th and 6th  Grades, optional - 7th & 8th Grades, mandatory) 

Please mark your calendars for CIA Orientation for parents and students on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 11, 6:00-7:00 PM in the Sanctuary.  PT will go over expectations, schedules and other require-
ments, and answer questions for the upcoming year and the Confirmation process.  Orientation is 
part of the CIA program and attendance is expected.  If you cannot be there, please contact Heidi 
so information can be given to you.   
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

At 6:00 PM, we will have a training session for all acolytes.  Participation in acolyting and nursery 
duty is a required part of the Confirmation training at Messiah (grades 7 and 8) and we would like 
to extend an invitation to our 5th and 6th graders also. CIA orientation will follow. 
 

Fifth and Sixth grade Acolyting  

The Messiah acolyte pool has been configured numerous ways in the past.  Most recently, our 
confirmation youth, 7th & 8th graders, have been serving in this capacity and will continue to do so.  
However, we would like to involve more young persons (5th and 6th graders) in this act of service 
to God and Messiah.  In addition to training, our expectations would be that you allow your child 
to acolyte at whatever service your family attends. For example, if your family worships at the 
11:00 AM service, the worship staff would only anticipate you serving at the specific service per 
your choice.  In other words, we would not expect your child to serve at the 9:00 AM service, of 
course, unless you have indicated otherwise. That will happen enough during Confirmation!  
When you attend the training, you can select which service your child will be available to serve.  
We appreciate your willingness to consider this opportunity to serve God and Messiah.  Likewise, 
should you decide to do so, we hope that serving in this capacity will bless your child and family as 
well.  If your child already serves in this capacity, he or she will remain on the upcoming schedule 
unless notified otherwise. And certainly, we thank you for your willingness and diligence in this 
service. 

 

“What’s Next” Confirmation Classes 

This year we are including a 3 week study for Confirmands of "what's next." We will have church 
and staff members come in to talk with the kids about different areas of the church, what they do 
and how they work, and how they can be a part of church, during the GIFT hour, 10:15-10:45 at 
the Youth House. These areas include property management, finance and marketing, outreach 
and in-touch, and growth and learning.  

Here are some dates to put on your calendar: 

September 22, What's Next: Finance and Outreach/In-touch; GIFT Hour, at Youth House 

September 29, What's Next: Growth and Learning, and Property; GIFT Hour at Youth House 

October 6, Confirmation Rehearsal, GIFT hour, Sanctuary 

October 20, Confirmation!!! 9:00 Service 
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September Youth Events 

EDGE 

Wednesday, September 11, 6 PM, acolyte training 

Sunday, September 22, 12:30-2:30 PM, Rousseau Youth House, $2   

Saturday, September 28, Putt Putt, 3-5 PM, $8 

Sunday, October 6, 12:30-2:30 PM, Rousseau Youth House, $2   

 

CIA 

Wednesday, September 11, 6-8 PM, Orientation and Acolyte Training 

Saturday, September 14, Putt-Putt 3-5 PM, $8  

Sunday, September 15, 12:30-2:30 PM, Youth House, $2 

Wednesday, September 18, Confirmation Class, 6-8 PM, Youth House 

Wednesday, September 25, Confirmation Class, 6-8 PM, Youth House 

Wednesday, October 2, Confirmation Class, 6-8 PM, Youth House 

Friday/Saturday, October 4/5, CIA Haunted House and Fall Lock-In 

 

PULSE 

Sunday, September 8, 6-8 PM, Rousseau Youth House, $2, PULSE UNPLUGGED DINNER 

Sunday, September 15, 6-8 PM, Rousseau Youth House, $2  

Sunday, September 22, 6-8 PM, Rousseau Youth House, $2 

Sunday, September 29, 6-8 PM, Rousseau Youth House, $2 

Sunday, October 6, 6-8 PM, Rousseau Youth House, $2 

 

If you are not presently receiving email from Heidi and would like to for EDGE, CIA, or PULSE hap-
penings please forward her your information (heidijokissner@gmail.com). 

 

College Care Ministry 

The College Care Ministry is a kind of an adoption program at Messiah for students going off to 
college.  Adults and families at Messiah “adopt” a student help to maintain correspondence, en-
couragement, and relationships during the year.  

If you have a student that will be entering college in the fall, or is going back to school, and you 
would like to have them involved, please forward their name and any contact information availa-
ble to Dave Beard, dbeard2216@gmail.com. 

mailto:dbeard2216@gmail.com
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Not Your Ordinary Book Club 

The Book Club will meet Monday, September 9, at 7:00 PM.  We will discuss Learning to Walk in 
the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor.  Contact Felicity Steere for more details. All are welcome!  

 

Good News Study Group 

The Good News Study Group continues on Thursdays, 6:30 PM in the Library. 

 

Quest Study Group 

The Quest Study Group continues on Tuesdays, 9:30 AM in the Library. 

 

Ruth Circle 

It’s fall and we are ready to begin our Bible study again. Ladies, please join us in the library on 
Monday, September 23, 9-10 AM as we continue our Ray Vander Laan study. Each session is a 
separate study so you are welcome to join in at any time for the brief video followed by a discus-
sion. We are on session three of God Heard Their Cry, "Finger of God:  The Plagues" This study fo-
cuses on God’s intent and purpose for these mighty acts. For more info, contact Jan Johnson at 
indianapickle@gmail.com or 260-479-0946. Hope to see you there.  

 

PALS (Prayerful and Loving Sisters)  

PALS is an opportunity for all women to enjoy Christian fellowship. There are Bible Studies, Out-
reach/Service Activities, and Social Activities. In addition, Prayer cards are done every month for 
those who are homebound or having any on-going prayer concerns. 

Please join us for any or all of the scheduled events and don't forget to invite a friend! Spouses 
and other family members are welcome to attend any of our outreach/service and/or social activi-
ties. 

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give 
up meeting together…but let us encourage one another.” (Hebrews 10: 24-25) 

Prayer Cards:  Contact Lark Keltner, 438-3390 or larkdk@frontier.com to RSVP if you plan to 
attend or have any questions.   

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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Sunday, September 15 – PALS Meeting and Prayer Cards in the Library immediately follow-
ing the 11:00 AM service. Please bring a dish to share. If you would like us to send a card 
to someone, please send his or her name and address to Sharon Stamper, 
sharonstamp@msn.com or call 413-7220. 

Outreach/Service Activities:  Contact Shirley Craven, shirley_craven@yahoo.com or 415-0429 to 
RSVP or if you have any questions.  September Activity pending. Watch for details in the weekly 
announcements. 

Bible Study:  Contact Nancy Hickman, 452-6699 or nhickman27@yahoo.com to RSVP if you plan 
to attend or would like details.  

Monday, September 16 – The September Bible Study will focus on The Parables of Jesus; a 
DVD-based Bible Study connecting the Bible to Life with historical and cultural background, 
biblical text, and challenging applications of the Message to life today. We will meet at 6:30 
PM in Room 4 (the Community Room). Study will continue on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each 
month. 

Social Activities: Contact Julie Braun, 749-0738 or jcbraun4911@yahoo.com to RSVP if you would 
like to participate or have questions.   

Saturday, September 28 - PALS members will be having lunch at The Willows of Winchester 
Bed & Breakfast. Estimated cost is $12-$15. Get full details at the next PALS Meeting on 
September 15th. 

 

Preschool/Childcare News  

“You’re off to great places.  Today is your day!  Your mountain is waiting, so get on your way!”  ~ 
Dr. Seuss.   

We are excited to welcome new and returning students this upcoming school year! Our school 
year kicks off the first week of September!!! We are so EXCITED to begin another school year here 
at Messiah! We had a great Summer childcare session, and we are sad to see our School Agers 
and some of our students go, but we are very excited to WELCOME new families into the Messiah 
Lutheran Preschool and Childcare family!!! We are continuing to enroll students into the Pre-
school programs each day, and our Childcare is at CAPACITY! Enrollment numbers have been great 
thus far!   

With that being said…  

I am pleased and excited to announce that Messiah Lutheran Preschool and Childcare is now a 
part of an exciting statewide system called Paths to QUALITY. Paths to QUALITY has been devel-
oped to help ensure that the children of Indiana receive better quality child care. In addition to 
promoting higher quality child care, our program has the following goals: 

mailto:nhickman27@yahoo.com
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 To provide families with a way to make informed decisions when choosing child care 

 To support professional development of child care providers 

 To recognize and reward child care providers who show a commitment to quality improve-
ment of their early learning programs on an ongoing basis 

Our decision to participate in this worthwhile program is great news for our families because re-
search shows that high quality early learning experiences prepare children for success in school, 
work, and life! By participating in Paths to QUALITY, we are making a commitment to providing 
our families with quality care. We are confident, that as a Paths to QUALITY Level 1 program, we 
will be meeting the State’s standards for health and safety. 

Messiah Lutheran Preschool and Childcare also NOW ACCEPTS Childcare and Development Fund 
(CCDF) Vouchers. The CCDF voucher program provides families with financial support and aims to 
increase the availability, affordability, and quality of child care. 

What a great way to begin the 2019-2020 School year! We are working towards meeting the re-
quirements for Paths to QUALITY level 2 to continue advancing and furthering the quality of care 
we are providing to our families and the community. Stay tuned for updates on events and Fund-
raisers for this school year. Our first Fundraiser event is the beloved CULVERS! Our Dine to Donate 
Fundraiser is on September 24, 2019, 5-8 PM. Come out and SUPPORT our school as you eat deli-
cious food and enjoy the company of Messiah Preschool and Childcare Teachers!! 

Thank you for your continued support!  

Caitlin Vance, Preschool and Childcare Director 

 

Preschool & Childcare Needs  

 Large Paper Bowls 

 6 oz. foam/paper cups 

 Baby Wipes 

 Paper Towels 

 Masking Tape 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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wanted 
 

We are looking for nurses to join 
Messiah Parish Health Ministry! 

 
 
 
 

about the Parish Nurses 

Messiah Parish Nurses established themselves in the early 1990’s 
as a voluntary group of Nurses to promote and maintain good 
health among Messiah Parishioners.  

We conduct a Blood Pressure Clinic every month and other offer-
ings such as Focus on Health, a women’s and men’s health break-
fast, and flu shot clinics.   

We serve as a resource for medical information and make          
ourselves available to answer questions and offer resources. Our 
ministry is rooted in focusing on physical and mental health of all 
parishioners. 

 

Contact Jayne Reff 485.4100 or    
Diana Vargo 489.6795 for more info! 
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Woman to Woman    September 2019 
 

I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. for this glorious Sunday to praise and worship you. 20¢ 
2. for this Labor Day to honor all those who labor in any capacity. May God grant them 

strength and protection in their labors. 25¢ 
3. for your care for me. Remind me that you are always there. 10¢ 
4. that we keep our hope set on you through Jesus Christ. 10¢ 
5. for this glorious weather we are having. 10¢ 
6. for mercy and compassion for all those in need. 25¢ 
7. for this Rock ’n Praise Rally Day to bring our church community back together after a busy 

summer. We pray for renewal of our mission. 25¢ 
8. for your compassion to tend to your beloved ones in need. 25¢ 
9. for my house to clean and I pray for those who are homeless and need housing. 10¢ 
10. for the strength to live each day when the impossible overwhelms us. Help us to keep the 

faith. 10¢ 
11. for the gift of forgiveness. Am I using it? Help me. 15¢ 
12. for all the people who work to make this church yours. Be with them. 10¢ 
13. for your patience and mercy always. 5¢ 
14. that I have you to provide me with hope in a time of my despair. 20¢ 
15. for my friends who brighten my day. 5¢ 
16. for the blessed gift of children. Help us to nurture them in your ways. 10¢ 
17. for giving us God’s grace so freely! Help us to forgive others as you have forgiven us. 25¢ 
18. for my family who show me love and support in so many ways. 15¢ 
19. for the peace you provide for me in times of need. 10¢ 
20. for my treasures, but do I put them above you? Help me, Lord. 10¢ 
21. for the gift of humor. Help me to use it in a pleasing way. 5¢ 
22. that I live in a land of peace, and I pray for those who don’t. 20¢ 
23. for the blue sky, reminding me that your love is endless. 15¢ 
24. for your healing power to all those in need. 20¢ 
25. for our missionaries around the world who spread your love. 25¢ 
26. that I can give of my time, my money, and my things. Help me to be grateful for all you 

give. 10¢ 
27. for all that I have that comes from you. 10¢ 
28. for this day in which to give you thanks. 5¢ 
29. for the gift of music to celebrate your goodness to us. 10¢ 
30. for your Word and the lives and works of others. 10¢ 

 
Please bring offering to church on September 29. 
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

Rock ‘n Praise Rally Day 

Messiah Lutheran Church and STAR 88.3 would like to invite you and your family to the Rock ‘N 
Praise Rally Day on September 7th! 

This FREE family event is open for all ages and will include food vendors, carnival games, bounce 
houses, and live music by David Dunn! This event is designed to bring our church community back 
together after a very busy summer.  We will gather together to enjoy a time of fellowship, inspira-
tion, and encouragement as we get back into the regular routine of fall! 

ATTENTION! Public Service Announcement for ALL attendees!  

1. This event is outdoors. Remember your lawn chairs or blankets, and SUNSCREEN! 

2. Food vendors will be on site! (please no outside food or beverage) Food will be available 
for purchase! (Cash, Credit, or Debit*) (*may vary by vendor) 

3. Awesome Door Prizes will be given away throughout the event! 

4. Donations to offset the cost of this event are welcomed and greatly appreciated (but NOT 
required). Donation boxes will be available on site. 

5. We will be here rain or shine! JOIN US AND INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!  

 

David Dunn appeared in Season 2 on NBC’s The Voice. David is a 
Christian singer/songwriter raised in Midland, Texas and based 
in Nashville. While studying engineering at Texas Tech Universi-
ty, he performed in churches and coffeehouses, and released a 
self-titled EP in 2009. After graduation, he spent a challenging 13 
months in Africa on a humanitarian trip that made it clear to 
Dunn that he must pursue his music. For Dunn, seven records 
and 14 tattoos down the road less traveled, the goal is always: 
“To tell the truth and do it in a beautiful way.” David will be here 
for the Rock ‘n Praise event on September 7th and in worship on 
September 8th at 10:00 AM.  Some of David’s top hits include 
"Today Is Beautiful" and "I Wanna Go Back!" 
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Justice Bread 

Located in Satre Hall the third Sunday of the month, 9-11 AM or until we sell out. Proceeds from 
the sale of Justice Bread benefit our Cup of Kindness ministry, which assists families facing finan-
cial hardships. Come support a great cause! 

 

Forever Young 

Santa LLC has decided Santa is overpaid and they don’t need him anymore! Join the Forever 
Young group on a bus trip to Cornwell’s Turkeyville Theater on Saturday, November 16, to see 
the musical comedy “Santa Gets a Pink Slip.” There are only 26 seats remaining. Reservations 
are being taken on Sundays between services. The cost of $69 includes the bus, dinner, gratu-
ity, and the play. A deposit of $34 is due at registration with the remainder due October 1. If 
you have any questions, contact Georgia Schmidt, Karen Van Wyngarden, or  Phyllis Mort. 

Games/Euchre/ Mexican Train the 2nd Friday of the month from 6:30 until ????  All are wel-
come. Bring a snack to share and your own beverage. Our next game night will be August 9 at 
the home of Dan and Georgia Schmidt. Sign up or drop in. Call Dan and Georgia at 748-0677 
for directions. 

Infused Water Want to boost your immune system? Promote weight loss? Improve digestive 
health? Join us on Sunday, September 29, 10:15 AM in the library to learn the powerful and 
amazing benefits of naturally infused water. Participants receive an infuser bottle and ingredi-
ents needed to participate in our interactive demonstration. RSVP to Sharon Clark (637-6180) 
by September 22. 

Medicare 101 Join us to learn general info and/or changes in Medicare. Sessions will be pre-
sented by Jason Miller, Humana representative, on the following dates: 

Wednesday, October 9, 1:30 PM in the library 

Wednesday, October 30, 7:00 PM in the library 

 

Food Bank Outreach 

Help support Maplewood Mennonite Church and Purdue Food Pantry.  Items needed this month 
are cereal, canned fruit and meat, juice, peanut butter, boxed dinners, and soup. 
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Day of Service 

On Saturday, August 17, we served our community at seven sites and had two teams at church 
for Bags of Grace and cleaning the Preschool/Childcare area. Our jobs included washing windows, 
sweeping, mowing, trimming, other landscaping needs, cleaning gutters, and fence repair. Thank 
you to all the volunteers who worked on this day. A community outreach well done!  

 

Outreach Opportunity 

Croninger Elementary School is in need of Study Connection Tutors. Last year we met at 
Croninger on Mondays, 3-4 PM. Please let Dave Beard know if you can help at 
daveb@messiahlc.com. 

 

Arlington Elementary School Supplies  

Messiah continues to help the kids at Arlington Elementary. Through the end of this month, a 
collection box will be located in Satre Hall for all donated items. Needed supplies are: 3-ring bind-
ers, 2-pocket folders, wide ruled notebook paper, composition books, #2 pencils, erasers, colored 
pencils, crayons, washable colored markers, dry erase markers, pencil boxes/pouches, white 
school glue, glue sticks, 12” rulers, backpacks, hand sanitizer, Kleenex, and disinfectant wipes. 
Thank you for supporting our partnership with Arlington!  

 

Couples Mission Retreat – ONLY 2 COUPLES’ SPOTS LEFT! 

Attention all couples!!!  Messiah is planning a Couples Mission Retreat for January of 2020!  This 
adventure will give couples a chance to spend time with their significant other while focusing on 
strengthening their relationship alongside serving our Lord through mission work.  We will be 
travelling to Puerto Plata in the Dominican Republic and staying at a luxury resort on the beach!  
Pastors Wade and Heather Apel will lead the marriage retreat, and we will be working with Mis-
sion TwentyFive 35 (the same missionaries the youth group worked with in the summer of 2017) 
to coordinate our social impact projects for the trip.  If you are interested in learning more, 
please contact Cory at cory.messiah@gmail.com or (260) 485-8716 if you have any questions.   

 

 

 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH, cont. 
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Bags of Grace 

You all are truly an amazing congregation with your willingness to help support the less fortunate 
in our community. In addition to the close to 400 pairs of socks we have collected (which will al-
low us to distribute throughout the winter), we had enough donations for the bags to assemble 
approximately 90 bags at the Service Action day on August 17. We almost depleted our supply of 
kleenexes, fruits, and cookies, so those items are particularly in demand.  

If you are not familiar with Bags of Grace, you can find further information online at                   
bagsofgrace.org. There is a collection bin in Satre Hall for such things as protein sources (tuna, vi-
enna sausages, jerky sticks, etc), peanut butter and cheese or cracker packs, fruit cups, soap, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, travel size lotions, shampoos and conditioner, gum, hand sanitizer, 
plastic tableware, cookies, and snack items. All items need to be individually packaged and must 
not need a can opener or refrigeration. For further questions please contact Jan Johnson,          
indianapickle@gmail.com or 260-479-0946. We assemble these bags and distribute them every 
two to three months at either the Wednesday evening dinners at St. John’s Lutheran or the 
Come2Go ministries in downtown Fort Wayne.  

 

 

BOOK OF LIFE 
 

Baptisms  Jolee Rey Arnold, August 18 

    Saniyah Marie Kimbrough, August 25 
    AJ Michael Kimbrough, August 25 
    Jalen Thomas Kimbrough, August 25 
    Aaliyah Nicole Kimbrough, August 25 
    Nevayah Jordyn Kimbrough, August 25 
 

Death   Della Lutter, August 14 

mailto:indianapickle@gmail.com
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OPERATIONS 
 

          

 

Choice Dollars Details 

Do you have Choice Dollars to share?  The Thrivent Choice program lets eligible members recom-
mend where some of Thrivent Financials’ charitable outreach funds go by directing Choice Dollars.  
This program has earned $4000 for Messiah so far this year!  Visit www.thrivent.com/
thriventchoice to direct yours today!  

 

Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar year, and 
associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year.  Thrivent provides promotional re-
sources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or service 
projects.  If you have an Action Team available and are interested in helping out, Messiah is con-
stantly seeking these resources to support the many ministries we offer.  We have developed a 
NEW RED Thrivent Action Team bulletin board next to the church office to better communicate 
our need for Action Teams! This bulletin board has many different opportunities that could bene-
fit from the allocation of Action Team dollars.  If you are willing to share an Action Team, please 
check out this bulletin board or call the church office.   

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that can 
help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial Group's gener-
osity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously!  There are many Thrivent 
members at Messiah, and the Action Team seed money that is available among these individuals 
exceeds $75,000.  This is FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our 
congregation.  These funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money des-
ignated by Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or 
service projects of your choosing.  Please consider directing your Action Teams to support Messi-
ah.  If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent representative or 
the church office.   We are more than willing to work with you throughout the application and re-
porting process.   

 

 

http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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Have you considered planned giving?   

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran Church, and 
the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be the perfect option for 
you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a gift now or after your lifetime 
while providing financial benefits for yourself and your loved ones. 

 

Support Messiah while You Shop Online! 

Support Messiah while you shop at smile.amazon.com.  Amazon will donate .05% of eligible pur-
chases to Messiah. 

All you need to do is use this link:  https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1108277 (bookmark it so you 
can keep going back) and make your purchases as you normally would.  Please save and share this 
link with your family and friends.  It’s a great way for you to support Messiah with the purchases 
you are already planning to make! 

 

Kroger Rewards  

Please support Messiah Lutheran Preschool and Childcare while you shop at Kroger. Whether 
you’re picking up a gallon of milk or need a whole week’s worth of groceries, you can take ad-
vantage of the Kroger Community Rewards program and help our preschool and childcare ministry 
while you shop. Kroger rewards our Preschool and Childcare with a quarterly donation when our 
supporters select us as their charity of choice and use their Kroger Plus Card to shop. 

Here’s how to get started:  Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create an 
Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click on Sign in 
(if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran Preschool and 
Childcare as your charity of choice).  Messiah Lutheran Preschool and Childcare’s organization 
number is VU077. Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage 
your family and friends to enroll as well! 

 

Daytime Building Security 

During regular daytime office hours, all exterior doors, except door #1, will be locked.  We ask that 
everyone entering the building check in at the office.  This will allow the staff to know who is in 
the building.  For the safety of the childcare children, it is important that we account for everyone 
in the building at all times.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.   
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OPERATIONS, cont. 

Landscape & Beautification Schedule 

We need helpers, please! If you can weed-whack, trim shrubs, pull weeds, or offer other assis-
tance, please come and help for some or all of this time on the dates below. Even if you could help 
one hour, that would be deeply appreciated.  

The Landscape & Beautification Team helps care for the property grounds, especially the flower 
beds and places where there is mulch. Some people or groups of people have selected areas they 
maintain throughout the summer. Other people just show up and help where it is needed most.   

The following days are scheduled for the team to work on the grounds.  

Saturday, September 14, 8:00-11:00 AM 

Saturday, October 12, 8:00-11:00 AM 

Thank you for helping maintain our beautiful property at Messiah!  

 

 

Church Staff Email Addresses 

Pastor Tim Graham: pastortim@messiahlc.com 

Executive Administrator Cory Dold: cory@messiahlc.com 

Director of Music Stan Engle: stan@messiahlc.com 

Children, Youth, and Family Ministries Heidi Kissner: heidi@messiahlc.com 

Director, Outreach Ministry Dave Beard: daveb@messiahlc.com 

Director, Preschool and ChildCare Caitlin Vance: caitlin@messiahlc.com 

Office Administrator Karla Myers: karla@messiahlc.com 

Property Care and Sanitation Dave Mould: dave@messiahlc.com  

Newsletter Editor: editor@messiahlc.com 
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, 
empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and con-
nects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and 
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  
 

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 
We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of 

single, young adults.  
Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engage-

ment to emerging adults. 
In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in 

meaningful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises 
that will foster hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 
Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with 

young children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we 
can meet the needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community sur-
rounding the church.  It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because 
youth are the lifeblood and future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through 
the Preschool/Childcare ministry. 

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and 
inclusion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare fami-
lies at congregational events. 

 

Forever Young 
Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing 

retirement and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus 
Christ. The skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves 
and within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve 
their quality of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for person-
al growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 
Senior Pastor 

Timothy Graham, M. Div. 
 

Pastor Emeritus 
Carl H. Satre, D.D. 

 

* 

Sunday Services 
9:00 & 11:00 AM 

 

Growing In Faith Together 
10:05 AM 

 

Nursery Provided 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


