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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-

powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ 

and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, 

fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commis-

sion (Mt 28.18-20).  
 

Our Values for Ministry 
1) To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

2) To enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 
3) To nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group cen-

tered ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 
4) To help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

5) To assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 



 

The Messenger        March 2020                     3 

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Tues., Mar. 3 – Chrism Mass, Bishop Gafkjen Presiding 

9:30 AM – Fellowship 

10:00 AM – Worship with Communion 

11:15 AM – Conversation with Bishop Gafkjen 

12:15 PM – Lunch in Satre Hall Gym (free will offering) 

Sun., Mar. 6-8 – Women’s Retreat @ Camp Lutherwald 

Sun., Mar. 8 – Daylight Savings Time 

Sun., Mar. 22 – Easter Egg Hunt, 1:00 PM 

 

 

SAVE THE DATES 

Daytime Midweek Lenten Worship with Bag Lunch Conversation -  

Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25, & April 1 

12:00 PM – Worship 

12:35 PM – Lunch in the Library 

The Lent Experience – Wednesdays March 4, 11, 18, 25 

6:00 PM – Soup Supper 

6:45 PM – Small Group Experience 

Holy Week Services 

April 5 – Palm Sunday, 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 

April 9 – Maundy Thursday, 7:00 PM   

April 10 – Good Friday, 12:00 PM & 7:00 PM 

April 12 – Easter Sunday, 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 
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“Our Story, Our Song” 

“Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.  

This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long” 

“Blessed Assurance”, ELW #638 
 

Many have asked: “Where do we stand regarding the capital campaign and project?”  

I am happy to announce that Messiah has received the “Green Light” from Church Growth Services 
(CGS), the consultant who conducted our pre-capital campaign assessment. The “Green Light” 
means that from the initial exploration work done by CGS, which included phone interviews and 
online surveys, Messiah possesses the congregational support and the potential capacity to pursue 
the proposed capital project. To be clear, this was simply an assessment.  

So, what’s next? Our campaign team is being finalized. All the planning stages, with the guidance 
of CGS, will be put in place. Our staff and team will be in continual communication with the con-
gregation about each step from this point.  

Our theme will be “Our Story, Our Song.” 

As I have deeply prayed about and discerned this building campaign journey, the song “Blessed 
Assurance” came to mind. It’s a well-known hymn to many, maybe even a favorite. The melody 
rings loudly in my mind, bringing images of my father singing it as one of his favorite hymns. It’s 
easy to sing and easy to love. But the words, if paid attention to, give us something to think more 
deeply about.  

Our story and our song are centered in God’s story that reveals Jesus Christ. We, Messiah, as the 
body of Christ, are grounded in the assurance, the promise, that Jesus is ours. Our story and our 
song have always been about praising our Savior! And that must continue to be our story and our 
song.  

This capital adventure is exactly about that…sharing the story and song, and praising Jesus all life-
long. Nurturing children and families in the journey and gift of faith. Strengthening young people in 
their relationship to Jesus. Caring for the community around us so that they know what the story 
and the song of Messiah is all about. It is always to proclaim Jesus. That is our commitment. That is 
our story. That is our song.  

Please remain in prayer with me as we proclaim Our Story, Our Song.  

Peace, Pt 
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Walking the Journey 

Dear children of God, we are now in the season of Lent, as you will viv-
idly recall if you attended our Ash Wednesday service on February 26. 
We are offering a variety of opportunities for you to grow in faith as you 
walk the Lenten journey. Please join us as we journey toward the cross 
and the empty tomb. 

Sundays in Lent, March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29; 9:00 (traditional) and 
11:00 a.m. (contemporary). Our sermon series will discuss questions that Jesus an-
swered. 

Chrism Mass, Tuesday, March 3, with Bishop Gafkjen. Fellowship at 9:30 a.m., worship at 
10:00, with its blessing of oils and renewal of ministry commitment liturgies, followed by 
lunch and conversation with the bishop in Satre Hall. 

Weekday Lenten Services, Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25, and April 1; 12:00 noon. A 
short service based on Lutheran Morning Prayer will be followed by a sack lunch in the 
library for further discussion. 

Wednesday Evening Soup Suppers, March 4, 11, 18, 25, and April 1. Our 6:00 p.m. soup 
supper will be followed by small group guided conversation from 6:45 until 8:00 p.m. 

Holy Week Services 

Palm Sunday, April 5. At both 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. we will celebrate Jesus’ triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem. The first service will include the presentation of our Easter canta-
ta (see below) by the Festival Choir. 

Maundy Thursday, April 9. A service of Holy Communion marks the beginning of the 
Three Days. 

Good Friday, April 10. Services at noon and 7 p.m. commemorate Jesus’ suffering and 
death. 

Easter Sunday, April 12. Our 9:00 (traditional) and 11:00 (contemporary) services cele-
brate Jesus’ triumph over death. Alleluia! 

The Easter Cantata will be on April 5. Rehearsals are Sunday afternoons, March 1, 15, and 
22, 2:30–4:00, and Thursday, April 2, at 7:00 p.m. Participation is open to singers of mid-
dle school age and older. Interested? Contact Stan Engle at the church. 

Soli Deo gloria! Glory be to God alone! 

For Messiah’s ministry of worship and music, 

Stan Engle 
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Sunday, March 1 Servers 
Acolyte    9:00 Gabby Knapke 
Nursery Asst.   11:00 Corbin Ort 
Assisting Minister  Beth Crilly 
Communion Asst.  9:00 Sharon Clark, Bill Marker, Gene Stringer, Diana Vargo 
      11:00 Deb Bruick, Kent & Janet Hartman, Mark & Kathryn Haut,  
       Karen Pannkuk, Richelle Rush 
Fellowship Hosts  Shawn & Melody Hall 
Lectors    9:00 Beth Crilly; 11:00 Kathryn Haut 
Tellers     Roger & Heidi Griebel, Vivian Lemmon 
Ushers    9:00 Kristina Snider, Eddie Snider; 11:00 Lon Gearhart, Roger McDannold 
Altar Flowers   Matt & Jena Rejak 

 
Sunday, March 8 Servers 

Acolyte    9:00 Rachel Blankenhorn 
Nursery Asst.   11:00 Kyle Diers 
Assisting Minister  Beth Crilly 
Communion Asst.  9:00 Beth Crilly, Cory Dold, John & Norma Wehrle 
      11:00 Deb Bruick, Kathy Johnsonbaugh, Karen Pannkuk, Bobbi Pearce, 
       Garry & Jean Pook, Richelle Rush 
Fellowship Hosts  Shawn & Melody Hall 
Lectors    9:00 Kristy Huffine; 11:00 Shirley Craven 
Tellers     Frank & Lisa Feichter, Judy Klemm 
Ushers    9:00    ; 11:00 Lon Gearhart, Roger McDannold 
Altar Flowers    

 
Sunday, March 15 Servers 

Acolyte    9:00 Brayden Ealing 
Nursery Asst.   11:00 Owen Gernhardt 
Assisting Minister  Beth Crilly 
Communion Asst.  9:00 Dick Ellison, Craig Hooker, Kristy Huffine, Jan Johnson 
      11:00 Kent & Janet Hartman, Mark & Kathryn Haut, Karen Pannkuk,  
       Bobbi Pearce, Richelle Rush 
Fellowship Hosts  Shawn & Melody Hall 
Lectors    9:00 Jan Johnson; 11:00 Aaron Diers 
Tellers     Debbie Branfield, Cindy Wortman, Ann Verba 
Ushers    9:00 Kristina Snider, Eddie Snider; 11:00 Lon Gearhart, Roger McDannold 
Altar Flowers    
 

WORSHIP 
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Sunday, March 22 Servers 
Acolyte    9:00 Elizabeth Wilson 
Nursery Asst.   11:00 Maddy Knapke 
Assisting Minister  Beth Crilly 
Communion Asst.  9:00 Bill Marker, Jayne Reff, Anne Simerman, Gene Stringer 
      11:00 Deb Bruick, Mark & Kathryn Haut, Kathy Johnsonbaugh, Karen Pannkuk,  
       Garry & Jean Pook 
Fellowship Hosts  Shawn & Melody Hall 
Lectors    9:00 Joe Kinder; 11:00 Jeff Gernhardt 
Tellers     Cali Edwards, Barb Franklin, Warren Harris, Emily Keltner 
Ushers    9:00 Kristina Snider, Eddie Snider; 11:00 Lon Gearhart, Roger McDannold 
Altar Flowers    

 

Sunday, March 29 Servers 
Acolyte    9:00 Gabby Knapke 
Nursery Asst.   11:00 Corbin Ort 
Assisting Minister  Beth Crilly 
Communion Asst.  9:00 Sharon Clark, Diana Vargo, John & Norma Wehrle 
      11:00 Deb Bruick, Mark & Kathryn Haut, Karen Pannkuk, Garry & Jean Pook, 
       Bobbi Pearce 
Fellowship Hosts  Shawn & Melody Hall 
Lectors    9:00 Kim Murphy; 11:00 Kathryn Haut 
Tellers     Frank & Lisa Feichter, Judy Klemm 
Ushers    9:00 Kristina Snider, Eddie Snider; 11:00 Lon Gearhart, Roger McDannold 
Altar Flowers    Cory & Erica Dold 

 

A/V Help Wanted 

Help Wanted!  Video Producers, and Power Point Presenters Needed!   

If you are interested in learning more or are willing to help in the audio/visual booth for Sunday 
morning worship, please contact Cory Dold.  

 

Messiah Worship Available LIVE Online!  

Messiah is now LIVE streaming all worship services.  If you are unable to join us in worship for any 
reason, please join us online! To watch live from a computer or mobile device, visit http://
messiahlc.com/video/ at 9:00 AM or 11:00 AM on Sundays, or like our Facebook page.  

 

 

http://messiahlc.com/video/
http://messiahlc.com/video/
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WORSHIP, cont. 

 
 
Chrism Mass with Bishop Bill Gafkjen 

Tuesday, March 3rd, 2020, 10:00 AM, at Messiah 

Traditionally, chrism (blessing of oils) and renewal of ministry commitment liturgies occur during 
Holy Week. In practice for some years, the bishop of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod has offered 
these liturgies in the season of Lent. In 2020, the Synod will offer six liturgies, five during Lent and 
one on Holy Tuesday. While the primary focus of the morning will be on rostered ministers 
(pastors and deacons), all are welcome to participate. The day’s agenda as follows: 

 Gathering fellowship is at 9:30 AM in the Narthex/Lobby with light refreshments 

 Worship begins at 10:00 AM 

 Conversation with the bishop and each other following worship 

 Lunch in Satre Hall/Gymnasium. 

    

 

 

Rock n Praise Summer Block Party! 

SAVE THE DATE!  Messiah Lutheran Church Fort Wayne would like to invite you and your family to 
the Rock ‘N Praise Summer Block Party on Saturday, July 11! 

This FREE family event is open for all ages and will include games, prizes, food vendors, giveaways, 
music, and more!   

We need your help!  If you are interested in volunteering or if you have questions please contact 
Cory Dold or Jerry Reff. 
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Engaged Participants (New Members) @ Messiah 

We highly anticipate welcoming new members into our worshipping community. At Messiah, we 
believe joining a worship community is a serious commitment to follow Jesus as we serve our 
community. If you have an interest, please keep reading below.  

What does it mean to join the Messiah worshipping community? 

Unfortunately, “membership” is a poor choice of words. Membership sounds like there are some 
kind of benefits you get like when you join a gym or a club of some sort. That’s not what member-
ship is at a Christian church, at least not at Messiah.  

I like to describe members at Messiah as “engaged participants in a community of faith living out 
what Jesus has called us to do: love our neighbor.” We are a community of believers living out our 
faith in the community around us. We are Christians…followers of Christ…who express our faith 
through Lutheran tradition and theology.  

Our faith experience often correlates to our participation and commitment. The more we are en-
gaged with our community of faith, the deeper our faith experience goes. Engaged participants in 
a community of faith do the following things:  

Attend worship on a “regular” basis as a sign of faith in Jesus.  

Participate in the life of our worshipping community, i.e. Bible study, small groups, family and 
student ministries, outreach, etc., to live out our faith in Jesus.  

Incorporate the generosity of time and gifts as a practice of living faithfully in Jesus.  

Participate in the pursuit of our Mission and Vision as we help people (inside and outside Mes-
siah) grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.  

If you and your loved one/s desire to be engaged participants in the community of faith at Messi-
ah, then keep reading! 

** Messiah Introduction Classes will be offered on the following dates. Please RSVP to the office 
(karla@messiahlc.com). You need only attend ONE of the below times. If you need a different time 
or day of the week, please contact Pr. Tim.  

Sunday, April 19th @ 12:15 PM 

Sunday, April 26th @ 10:15 AM 

*** New Member installations are scheduled for Sunday, May 3rd, at the service of your choice, 
9:00 AM or 11:00 AM.  

If you have an interest in learning more about Messiah, please attend “Discover Messiah” on the 
third Sunday of each month in the Library. If after that you would like to become more involved 
through membership, then you should register to attend Messiah Introduction, a one-time class 
that details the aspects of joining our worship community at Messiah. Please contact the office to 
register or ask additional questions. 

GROWTH & LEARNING 
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2020 Chili Cook-Off Results! 

Thanks to everyone who came out and made chili, volunteered, and donated at the 2020 Chili 
Cook-Off!!  We had 17 chilis donated and raised over $420!! Winner was Kyle Diers, runner up was 
Pat Strasser, with third place going to Justin Beard.  Bingo winners were Kyle Diers, Kasey Kissner, 
Melody Hall, Meme Graham, Marlie Gernhardt, Pat Strasser, Shirley Strope, and Jaylen Hall.  
Thanks to Patty and Craig Hooker for their Thrivent Action Team!  These generous donations will 
help offset some of the travel expenses for those going on the Mission Trip.  Every little bit helps 
and is greatly appreciated!! 

 

Journey Curriculum 

In February the Journey studied the lesson of Jesus Walking on Water and began their study of  
the Beatitudes.  In March Journey will study “Talents” and begin our study of Lent.   Bible Bucks 
will be on March 1. 

 

CIA March Lock-in 

CIA will be having their Spring Lock-in on Friday, March 13.  What are we doing have a lock-in on 
Friday the 13?!  This year the kids have asked to meet prior at Skyzone for their GlowZone.  So, we 
will meet at Skyzone at 7:45 PM and jump from 8-10:00 PM.  Cost for this is $15.00, plus $3 for 
socks if they don’t already have Skyzone socks.  Jumpers also have to have neon shirts.  If they 
don’t have a neon shirt they can purchase an “official Glowzone neon shirt” for $5.  We will meet 
at the church at 10:30 PM for the Lock-in.  Lock-in is $5 per student and includes food (late night 
hot dogs, breakfast, drinks), games/activities. Students need to bring sleeping bag/blanket, pillow, 
and snacks to share. 

 

2020 Easter Eggstravaganza!! 

On Sunday, March 22, the Journey and Preschool will be sponsoring an Easter Eggstravaganza for 
all children through 6th grade, 1:00-3:00 PM. Please sign your children in at the entrance to the 
gym when you arrive. There will be games, activities, snacks….and a special appearance by the 
Easter Bunny!! There is no charge for this event, but non-perishable food items are appreciated. 
Bags of candy, trinkets, goldfish, cheerios, and other small prepackaged snacks would be very 
much appreciated by Friday, March 20. Any questions, please contact Heidi Kissner at                 
heidijokissner@gmail.com. 

GROWTH & LEARNING, cont. 

mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
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VBS 2020 – Concrete & Cranes 

Save the date!!  Join us in Concrete & Cranes VBS as we show kids 
the foundation of faith is built to last by building on the Love of Je-
sus!   VBS will be held Monday-Friday, July 13 – 17, 6:00 PM-8:00 
PM. Monday through Thursday will be normal VBS rotations of 
games, science, and Bible study/missions.  On Friday everyone is 
welcome as the kids celebrate the week with closing celebrations 
beginning at 6:00 PM in the Sanctuary.  Following closing celebra-
tions there will be a cookout and Messiah Ministry Fair in Satre 
Hall.  During VBS, Bible stories of love, forgiveness, and resurrection 
pave the way as kids discover that He who began a good work will 
be faithful to carry it on to completion. Please prayerfully consider 

volunteering to continue to make this ministry a success for the children at Messiah and our com-
munity!  

 

 

 

 

Rummage and Bake Sale – Save the Date!! 

The rummage and bake sale will be Friday and Saturday, 
April 24 and 25.  Save all your stuff and bring it into Satre 
Hall beginning Sunday, April 19!!  All proceeds will go towards the Costa Rica Mission Trip this 
summer.  If you have and questions or have large items and need help getting them to church 
please contact Dave Beard, dbeard2216@gmail.com or Heidi Kissner, heidijokissner@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dbeard2216@gmail.com
mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

LOMIK Summer Camp  

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Indiana-Kentucky (LOMIK), and its 3 camps – Lutheran Hills, Luther-
wald, and Lake Luther – provides summer camp opportunities where kids can grow a faith and 
gain new life experiences in a fun and safe environment with caring leaders.    They provide camps 
for all ages from day camps to week long camps.  See Heidi for more information. 

Spring Work Days 
Lutherwald:  April 18 
Lake Luther:  May 9 
Lutheran Hills:  April 25 

**Work begins at 9:00 AM and finishes with lunch at 1:00 PM. 
**Work includes cleaning, painting, light carpentry, splitting firewood…something for everyone of 
all ages and abilities. 

 
Quest Bible Study 

Quest continues meeting on Tuesdays, 9:30 AM in the Library. We are studying different Christian 
traditions and world faiths, using “Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith.” There are extra copies to bor-
row for the duration of the study or you can purchase your own copy ($10), just check with PT.  

Here is our schedule for February: 

Mar 3rd – NO Quest; Participants invited to the Chrism Mass 

Mar 10th – The Salvation Army 

Mar 17th – Church of the Nazarene 

Mar 24th – Mennonite Church 

Mar 31st – NO Quest, Spring Break 

April 7th – Eastern Orthodox 

 

Good News Study Group 

GNSG is taking a break during the Lenten season. We will return after Easter on Thursday, April 
16th, 2020, 6:30 PM, in the Library. Enter door #2.   

 
 
 



 

The Messenger        March 2020                     13 

YOUTH CALENDARS 
 

EDGE Events 
Sunday, March 1 – Bible Study, 11:00 AM: Last Supper 
Sunday, March 1 – Youth House, 12:30-2:30 PM, $2/person 
Sunday, March 8 – Bible Study, 11:00 AM: Crucifixion 
Sunday, March 8 – Youth House, 12:30-2:30 PM, $2/person 
Sunday, March 15 – Bible Study, 11:00 AM: Resurrection 
Sunday, March 15 – Youth House, 12:30-2:30 PM, $2/person 
Saturday, March 21 – Movie -TBD 
Sunday, March 22- Bible Study, 11:00 AM: Road to Emmaus 
Sunday, March 22 – Easter Egg Hunt, 1:00-3:00 PM 
Sunday, March 29 – Bible Study, 11:00 AM: Pentecost 

 

CIA Events 
Sunday, March 1 – Youth House, 12:30-2:30 PM, $2/person 
Sunday, March 8 – Youth House, 12:30-2:30 PM, $2/person 
Friday, March 13:  SkyZone GlowZone: 7:45-10:00 PM  
Friday, March 13, 10:30 PM-Saturday, March 14, 7:00 AM - Spring Lockin, $5/person 
Sunday, March 15 – Youth House, 12:30-2:30 PM, $2/person 
Saturday, March 21 – Movie -TBD 
Sunday, March 22 – Easter Egg Hunt, 1:00-3:00 PM 
*No CIA classes April 1 – Spring Break!!! 
**No CIA classes April 8 – Holy Week 

 

PULSE Events 
Sunday, March 1:  Youth House, 6:00-8:00 PM, $2/person 
Sunday, March 8:  Youth House, 6:00-8:00 PM, $2/person  
Sunday, March 15:  Youth House, 6:00-8:00 PM, $2/person – Sedar Meal 
Sunday, March 22:  Youth House, 6:00-8:00 PM, $2/person  
Sunday, March 22 – Easter Egg Hunt, 1:00-3:00 PM   
NO PULSE SUNDAYS MARCH 29 AND APRIL 5 

  
***AS WITH ALL YOUTH EVENTS, IF YOUR STUDENT WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND YOUTH EVENTS BUT 
ANY COSTS INVOLVED ARE DIFFICULT PLEASE CONTACT HEIDI KISSNER, heidijokissner@gmail.com.  
OUR YOUTH GROUPS ARE FOR EVERYONE! 

 

 

mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
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PALS (Prayerful and Loving Sisters)  

PALS is an opportunity for all women to enjoy Christian fellowship. There are Bible Studies, Out-
reach/Service Activities, and Social Activities. In addition, Prayer cards are done every month for 
those who are homebound or having any ongoing prayer concerns.   

Please join us for any or all of the scheduled events and don't forget to invite a friend! Spouses 
and other family members are welcome to attend any of our outreach/service and/or social activi-
ties. 

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give 
up meeting together…but let us encourage one another.” (Hebrews 10: 24-25) 

Prayer Cards: Contact Lark Keltner, 438-3390 or larkdk@frontier.com to RSVP if you plan to 
attend or have any questions.   

Sunday, Mar 15th & Apr 5th (Easter Cards) – PALS Meeting and Prayer Cards in the Library 
immediately following the 11:00 AM service. Please bring a dish to share. If you would 
like us to send a card to someone, please send his or her name and address to Sharon 
Stamper, sharonstamp@msn.com or call 413-7220. 

Bible Study: Contact Nancy Hickman, 452-6699 or nhickman27@yahoo.com, to RSVP if you 
plan to attend or would like details.  

No Bible Study during Lent - Study will resume on April 20 with Lesson 6, the last segment 
of Parables of Jesus, at 6:30 pm in the Church Community Room. Please enter from 
the middle door, Door 8, on the North side of the building. Nancy Hickman welcomes 
suggestions for the next study; please contact her directly. 

Outreach/Service Activities: Contact Shirley Craven, 415-0429 or shirley_craven@yahoo.com 
if you would like details. 

Tuesday, Mar 3rd - PALS will be serving lunch following the 10:00 am Chrism Mass with 
Bishop Bill Gafkjen. Please contact Lark Keltner, 438-3390 or larkdk50@gmail.com if 
you can assist with food or serving. 

Wednesday, Mar 11th - PALS will be sponsoring the Lenten Soup Supper at 6:00 pm in Sa-
tre Hall. If you would like to donate a pot of soup or bread, please contact Shirley Cra-
ven. 

Social Activities: Contact Julie Braun, 749-0738 or jcbraun4911@yahoo.com to RSVP if you 
would like to participate or have questions.   

 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

mailto:nhickman27@yahoo.com
mailto:Shirley_craven@yahoo.com
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Preschool/Childcare News 

“May the wind be ever at your back.  May the sun shine warm upon your face, and rains fall soft 
upon your fields, and until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand.”  ~ Irish 
Blessing 

As we move into the Spring season, it is inspirational to see all the new life, sunshine, and green 
peek through.  We will be celebrating the warmth and renewal of Spring here at the Preschool 
and Childcare as well, with the addition of NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT!!! Great changes are 
coming to Messiah Lutheran Preschool & Childcare! There is no better way to get the cabin fever 
out than with new tricycles! Our students are LOVING the addition of new tricycles during gym 
time :)  We will celebrate Dr. Seuss this month, as well as St Patrick’s Day. And, we will also be tak-
ing Easter photos for parents in the month of March!!! 

Fundraisers: 

February 24th- March 13th : Rise ‘N Roll Fundraiser – see order form in Church office 

April 8th : Rise ‘N Roll Delivery – Pick up after 3:00 PM 

April 25th : Nelson’s Chicken – 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM – HERE at Messiah in the Parking Lot!!!  

Your support is very much appreciated.  

Enjoy the beginnings of warm weather!  

 Caitlin Vance– Preschool and Childcare Director 

 
March Preschool & Childcare Needs 

 Antibacterial wipes 
 Masking Tape 
 5 oz paper/foam cups 
 Band-aids 
 Large paper bowls 
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GROWTH & LEARNING, cont. 

Ruth Circle 

We would welcome any newcomers to join our video study which will be held next on Monday, 
March 23, at 9 AM in the library.   Our study continues with the third session in the study on With 
All Your Heart.   This third session in the series by Ray Vander Laan focuses on “He Led Them Like a 
Shepherd”.   All are welcome to join us for this study beginning with a video and ending with a 
group discussion.  No prior study is necessary and all sessions are interconnected but you can join 
in at any time.  We hope to see you there.  For further information contact Jan Johnson at         
indianapickle@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

BOOK OF LIFE 

Baptism 
Vincent Augustus Archer, February 2 

 
Deaths 

Don Wiesenberg, November 29, 2019 
Kedric Ballinger, February 12 

mailto:indianapickle@gmail.com
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CARE & NURTURE 

From the Parish Nurses… 

Do I really have to wash my hands? 

I often speak to the importance of good old hand washing to keep ourselves healthy but what if 
we don’t – wash our hands that is? 

What about that person in the restroom at the same time we are who just leaves without washing 
their hands?  It may be tempting to skip our time at the bathroom sink but what does that mean? 

Well, if we don’t wash our hands after using the bathroom – we can infect ourselves with bacterial 
or viral illness especially when we casually touch our eyes, mouth or nose. Wipe your mouth with 
a dirty hand or eat an apple and boom – you deposit microscopic fecal material onto your lips – 
aka poop.   Human waste carries germs that can make us very sick.  One gram of feces (the weight 
of 1 paper clip) can carry 1,000,000,000,000 germs. Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, fever, sore 
throats, and hand-foot-mouth disease can all be caused by germs living in feces. We can also in-
fect others when we cook their meals or hand them items or use their computer or push an eleva-
tor button. (Germs such as the Norovirus can live on hard surfaces such as a stair railing or coun-
ter tops for weeks!) 

The bathroom is not the only place where we pick up germs. We also need to wash our hands be-
fore and after handling food, before eating, after changing our baby’s diaper, after sneezing or 
blowing our nose, or playing with our pets. It is critical to wash often when caring for sick family 
members, taking out the garbage, treating a scrape or cut, and passing the Peace at church on 
Sunday morning. 

Many of us think we are fine because we use hand sanitizer.  Hand washing is more effective than 
hand sanitizer at killing viruses.  If you are in a remote area without access to running water – you 
may need to rely on hand sanitizer but otherwise – hand washing with soap and water is better at 
cleaning your hands and stopping the spread of germs. 

So stand at the sink for a few more seconds and really wash those hands. You and your family will 
feel better for it. 

—Your Parish Health Nurses 

 

Messiah Quilters 

Messiah Quilters will meet on March 10, 6-9 PM in the Community Room. to 
continue making quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  There are jobs for sewers 
and non-sewers -- EVERYONE is welcome.  Contact jaynereff@gmail.com with 
any questions. 

mailto:jaynereff@gmail.com
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Woman to Woman    March 2020 
 

I am thankful, loving Father, 
1. for helping us to use the wisdom you give us for the good of all. 10¢ 
2. for asking us to walk by faith and not by sight.  Lead us, Heavenly Father. 5¢ 
3. for Pastor Tim and the Board of Directors who lead our church, and I pray for them. 10¢ 
4. for the Lent Experience; a time to listen to the “Questions Jesus Answered” in our small 

groups. 15¢ 
5. for our hope to be ambassadors of Christ in ministering to our fellow brothers and sisters in 

Christ. 25¢ 
6. for your grace to us. Help us extend grace to others. 10¢ 
7. that you can provide us with a sense of assurance in times of trouble. 20¢ 
8. for this Lenten season to renew our faithfulness and devotion to Jesus Christ, our Savior. 10¢ 
9. for the food I eat that nourishes my body to do your will. 10¢ 
10. for this new day.  Help me to do YOUR will. 15¢ 
11. for the opportunity to give care and encouragement to those who suffer. 5¢ 
12. for the home that I have to clean and I pray for those who have none. 10¢ 
13. for your devotion to me. You never give up! 25¢ 
14. for providing hope in my despair, as only you can do. 20¢ 
15. for this beautiful world that we live in. Do I take time to enjoy it? 10¢ 
16. for Pastor Tim and all church servants, and their ministry to Messiah Church. We thank 

them. 25¢ 
17. for St. Patrick, all saints, and our missionaries throughout the world who help spread your 

word. 20¢ 
18. for your everlasting love. Help me to trust in you. 10¢ 
19. for the undeserved grace you bestow on us all. 25¢ 
20. for the beds we have to make this day. I pray for those homeless who have none. 5¢ 
21. for the city workers who pick up trash, clear away debris, and clean streets. We thank them 

for their service. 10¢ 
22. for loving us so much that you gave your only Son to save us. 5¢ 
23. for awakening our souls to the dawn of your forgiveness. 10¢ 
24. that I have you with me at all times. 10¢ 
25. for expectant mothers. May God grant them strength and love in their time of waiting. 5¢ 
26. for healing your children of every ailment and restoring us to you. 10¢ 
27. for making us one through Christ in communion with you. 20¢ 
28. for restoring me to newness of purpose through Christ. 5¢ 
29. for helping me to be a beacon of light to others. 10¢ 
30. for helping me acknowledge my sin to you and rejoice in your forgiveness. 25¢ 
31. for helping me to keep you at the center of my life. 15¢ 

 

Please bring offering to church last Sunday of month, March 29 
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

Day of Service 

Save the date: August 23, 2020. We will be serving the community around Messiah, doing projects 
at church, and assembling Bags of Grace. 

 

Food Bank Outreach 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite Church and Purdue Food Pantry. 
Food items needed are cereal, canned fruit and meat, juice, peanut butter, boxed dinners, and 
soup.  

 

Arlington Elementary School Supplies 

Thank you for your continued support of Arlington Elementary.  Needed supplies are Kleenex, 
hand wipes, sweats, socks, underwear, and large size pull-ups. They could also use small prizes for 
their Lunch Reward Program. A collection box is located in Satre Hall. 

 

Forever Young 

Games/Euchre/Mexican Train the 2nd Friday of the month, 6:30 PM. All are welcome! Bring a 
snack to share and your own beverage. Our next game night is Friday, March 13, at the home of 
Dan & Georgia Schmidt. Please RSVP by Wednesday, March 11, to 748-0677. 

 

Bags of Grace 

Thanks to all who help support this vital outreach mission.  At our last distribution in January we 
were able to distribute 78 BOG’s containing our usual essential items.  In addition we were able to 
provide much needed blankets, socks, hats, coats, and mittens just in time for our recent chilly 
temperatures.  Your caring means a world of difference to the less fortunate in our communi-
ty.  We also received a very kind thank you from the Come2Go ministry where we also distribute 
bags and survival items.  Look for our bin in Satre Hall where all donations are welcome to keep 
this mission going.  We need to especially restock our supply of protein, fruits, and puddings.  You 
can also contribute cookies, cracker/cheese/peanut butter packs, snack items, and travel toilet-
ries.  Just keep in mind that these need to be items that do not require refrigeration or cooking 
and which are packaged for individual distribution.  If you have any questions or wish to assist in 
this ministry please contact Jan Johnson at indianapickle@gmail.com.   

mailto:indianapickle@gmail.com


20          March 2020            The Messenger 

 

 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Tim Graham: pastortim@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold: cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle: stan@messiahlc.com 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries Heidi Kissner: heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, Outreach Ministry Dave Beard: daveb@messiahlc.com 
Director, Preschool and ChildCare Caitlin Vance: caitlin@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers: karla@messiahlc.com 
Newsletter Editor: editor@messiahlc.com 

OPERATIONS 

Reminder: March 31 Deadline to Direct 
Choice Dollars® 
 

Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its Thrivent Choice® program can help support the 
many ministries here at Messiah. Don’t let Choice Dollars expire.  

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have Choice Dollars available have until March 31, 2020, 
to direct any remaining 2019 Choice Dollars.  Help support Messiah! Go to Thrivent.com/
thriventchoice to learn more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. 

Support Messiah while You Shop Online! 

Support Messiah while you shop at smile.amazon.com.  
Amazon will donate .05% of eligible purchases to Messiah. 
 

All you need to do is use this link:  https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1108277 (bookmark it so you 
can keep going back) and make your purchases as you normally would.  Please save and share 
this link with your family and friends.  It’s a great way for you to support Messiah Evangelical Lu-
theran with the purchases you are already planning to make! 
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision of 2017 includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 
Senior Pastor 

Timothy Graham, M. Div. 
 

Pastor Emeritus 
Carl H. Satre, D.D. 

 

* 

Sunday Services 
9:00 & 11:00 AM 

 

 

Nursery Provided 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


