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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-

powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ 

and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, 

fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commis-

sion (Mt 28.18-20).  
 

Our Values for Ministry 
1) To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

2) To enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 
3) To nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group cen-

tered ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 
4) To help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

5) To assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 



 

The Messenger        May 2020                     3 

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Sunday, May 3 – Live Stream, 9:00 AM, w/Holy Communion 

Sunday, May 10 – Live Stream, 9:00 AM, w/Holy Communion 

Friday, May 17 – Live Stream 9:00 AM 

Sunday, May 24 – Live Stream, 9:00 AM 

Sunday, May 31 – Live Stream, 9:00 AM 

Virtual Holy Communion will be celebrated on the first two Sundays in May. Please re-
member to prepare your bread/crackers and wine/juice prior to the online service. 

Live Stream worship can be found at www.messiahlc.com, under the “Live Video” tab. Or 
if you are on Facebook, you can go to “Messiah Lutheran Church Fort Wayne.”  

Please contact Cory with any connection questions.  

 

 

 

http://www.messiahlc.com
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Future Gathering Plans 

Family and friends of Messiah Lutheran Church,  

As I announced during our online service, we have extended the suspension of 
all Messiah activities, church and non-church related, including our Preschool 
and Childcare, through May 31st, 2020.  

I have no doubt that you realize suspending our in-person worship services and 
activities is a thoughtfully and prayerfully discerned decision. Safety, health, and well-being for our 
members, our students, and our staff are Messiah’s primary goals in making this decision.  

Even as I write this, communities and states across the county are weighing and implementing 
plans to “reopen.” To be sure, people are frustrated on many levels and the economy has suffered 
serious consequences from the recent COVID-19 mitigation strategies. Unfortunately, a one plan 
fits all doesn’t exist to reopen communities, and in fact, each decision made carries potential risks.  

What is very clear, however, is that social/physical distancing guidelines will remain, with health 
officials predicting that they will remain in place for months to come at the very least. Also, guide-
lines for reopening larger gatherings and events have not emerged at this point, so churches and 
other faith centers remain in limbo until further recommendations are made.  

Recently, we gathered, via Zoom, with doctors and nurses from Messiah to discuss both concerns 
and possibilities for reopening. Here are some highlights: 

First, this group reasserted that time is on our side, promoting patience and diligence in our 
waiting game. While we all “want” to return, we don’t “have” to return, and that is critical 
to distinguish and remember. That doesn’t diminish the need or importance of our in-
person worship, but it makes safety for everyone a priority.  

Secondly, as mentioned above, physical distancing will remain a challenging objective. Under 
the current guidelines, maintaining six feet for physical distancing will create movement 
and seating challenges as well as possible attendance restrictions. Also, masks would be 
required for everyone.  

Third, sanitizing is a major consideration. Anytime our worship space is used, it must be sani-
tized immediately for further use or be left vacant for three to four days. So, for us to re-
sume our “normal” schedule would require us to sanitize EVERYTHING in between ser-
vices. In addition, we would need to create more sanitizing stations for people to clean 
their hands. Obtaining those supplies poses another challenging obstacle, as order deliver-
ies are five to six weeks out at a minimum.   

Finally, we floated some ideas and combinations of online, indoor, and outdoor worship ser-
vices. There are pros and cons galore, but what is very clear, things will NOT be the same. 
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These thoughts do not only impact worship, but all other activities as well. Bible studies, student 
ministries, Sunday school, and other groups that meet would have to maintain physical distanc-
ing standards, not to mention sanitizing considerations after each meeting. The capacity of our 
Library will be reduced dramatically under the current guidelines, preventing any groups larger 
than five to six people.  

Honestly, I am not trying to discourage anyone. However, I am attempting to convey the com-
plexities that we face going forward as we contemplate reopening Messiah. All this is to say, we 
are carefully weighing all options and we will keep you informed as we journey along the way. 

Furthermore, I think we have much to be encouraged by.  For instance, 

The online Website and Facebook views and interactions have increased immensely. We 
have several new “guests” joining us for online worship and watching the Weekly Devo-
tional and Kids Talk Videos. Now, how do we engage people further?  

Our Zoom groups continue offering unique opportunities to connect, pray, and reflect on 
scripture at different times during the week. And our youth groups have engaged in cre-
ative methods for sharing games and other activities during our regularly scheduled 
meeting times with Zoom.  

Our prayerful financial support has been strong under these circumstances. We are short of 
our budget, and the bills continue coming, but we’re in the vicinity. Thank you! Thank 
you! Thank you!  

As I’ve mentioned previously, there is much to consider, but there is also much to remain hopeful 
for as we trust and hope in the crucified and risen Jesus Christ. We are not alone; instead we are 
encompassed in a love so deep and wide that it soars beyond our comprehension and imagina-
tion. And thank goodness for that! 

Please remain in prayer with me for our entire world. We pray for all medical professionals, 
working on the frontlines to address the pandemic. We pray for leaders as they work to promote 
safety for all while tackling growing economic concerns. We pray for our church, our community, 
and our world. 

Remain home as you are able. Be well and safe if and when you return to work or go out into the 
community. But remember, God’s love is with us, inside the walls that contain us for now. God’s 
peace be with us.  

In Christ’s love, 

Pr. Tim 



6          May 2020            The Messenger 

 

            

In these uncertain times (part 2) 

In the midst of cancelled gatherings and on-line worship, we look 
forward to a better future and pray that it will come soon. In the 
meantime we are discussing how our worship will look when we 
are allowed to gather again. There are many issues to be ad-
dressed, and the safety of all who choose to gather is foremost in 
our minds. We will strive to provide a safe and sacred worship 
environment, and we will keep you informed as plans take shape. 

Please continue to check Messiah’s website for up-to-date information, and don’t 
forget to tune in to our live stream worship each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 

The following psalm speaks to our situation today. Please take time to read, re-
flect, and pray these words. 

 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,  

   though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

   though its waters roar and foam, 

      though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

   the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 

   God will help it when the morning dawns. 

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 

   he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; 

   the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

                                    (Psalm 46:1–7) 
 
Soli Deo gloria! Glory be to God alone!  
 

For Messiah’s ministry of worship and music, 
 

Stan Engle 
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Internship Consideration 

In February, I was approached by Rev. Heather Apel, Assistant to the Bishop for the IK Synod ELCA, 
and asked if Messiah would prayerfully consider being an internship site this year. In particular, 
there is a candidate from the greater Fort Wayne area, looking to restrict to this area due to fami-
ly circumstances. That means the candidate does not want to move and is looking for special ac-
commodations to fulfill the internship requirement. 

I approached Messiah’s Board of Directors with the opportunity. There were some initial concerns 
mainly because we were preparing to launch our capital campaign and we didn’t want any distrac-
tions to get us off track. Then COVID-19 went into full motion, so both the internship discussion 
and the capital campaign were postponed.  

But I was recently contacted again by Karen Gieseke, the Contextual Education Director at Luther 
Seminary in Minneapolis, MN. We had an hour-long conversation about the details and possibili-
ties of an internship. And while there are many considerations for an internship, what moved me 
the most was this:  

We have an opportunity to help the greater church, especially in times like this.  

I have likened the idea that if a food bank needed help, we would respond. In the same way, the 
greater church is in need, and I would like to suggest that Messiah responds.  

Now, I get it, the comparison is not apples to apples. However, the church is in dire need of pas-
tors. In the Indiana-Kentucky Synod alone, more than 40% of the synod’s 180 congregations do 
NOT have pastors!!! Now, granted, not all those are full-time positions, but the vacancy total is 
still staggering.  

Furthermore, pastoral candidates need training grounds. To be sure, it is a unique learning oppor-
tunity for a congregation to host an intern. We are given the chance to teach a candidate what a 
real-life experience in ministry entails. And Messiah is a wonderful, solid congregation that has 
much to offer in way of experiences. And what better time to learn than under these circumstanc-
es of COVID-19. This will change our church and the universal church forever. And Messiah can 
have role in training a future leader for the new realities of ministry that will unfold.   

There is a cost to all of this, as I’m sure some are asking. The cost of an intern will be about $25k 
for the year. It is a reduced cost because we will not have to pay housing on account of the special 
circumstances. For 2020, we would have to adjust our budget for about one-third of that, or 
$8500. The initial response from our leaders suggests that Messiah could absorb this without det-
riment, although it will stretch us.  

Continued on next page 

WORSHIP 
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All things considered, here are the steps we plan to take in the weeks ahead: 

First, I will personally interview the candidate to see if the chemistry would work between us. 
Secondly, I will assemble an intern interview team to follow up my interview and compare 
notes with me. If the team and I agree this candidate is a good match, the third step will be to 
bring the internship to the Board of Directors for an approval vote.  

Remember, this is an opportunity to serve the greater church. Please remain in prayer for the can-
didate, Messiah, and the ELCA as we prayerfully discern how the Holy Spirit will lead us.  

GROWTH & LEARNING 

WORSHIP, cont. 

Children’s Spring 2020 Bible Challenge 

Children’s Spring Bible Challenge continues through May 17.  Email your Bible Activity cards to 
Heidi when they are completed!  Everyone who reads the story on the bibleappforkids, watches 
PT’s Kids’ Talk and completes two activities for all the weeks will receive a gift card to Zestos!  And 
for every activity they complete they will receive 2 Bible Bucks that they can spend at the Bible 
Bucks Market at a date to be determined.  Activity cards for the previous weeks are available.  You 
can catch PT’s Kids’ Talks that are posted every Sunday on Facebook and Messiah’s website.  And 
don’t forget…all the kids who complete the challenge every week will get their name put in a 
drawing for a $50 gift card to Target!  Questions or for previous Activity Cards email Heidi,         
heidijokissner@gmail.com. 

 

EDGE Spring 2020 Bible Challenge 

EDGE Spring Bible Challenge continues through May 17.  Email your student sheet to Heidi when 
they are completed.  Everyone who completes their student sheet and a journal question for all 
the weeks will receive a $5 gift card to Zestos!  And for every journal entry and activity they com-
plete they will earn 2 Bible Bucks that they can spend at the Bible Bucks Market at a date to be 
determined.  Student sheets for previous weeks are available. And don’t forget…all the kids who 
complete the challenge every week will get their name put in a drawing for a $50 gift card to Ama-
zon!  Questions or for previous student sheets email Heidi, heidijokissner@gmail.com. 
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CIA Confirmation Classes on Zoom 

CIA Confirmation Classes will continue to meet via Zoom on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 PM.  We 
will utilize and plan for online actives until we are given further directions. Watch CIA emails for 
Zoom invite information.    

Wednesday Confirmation Class topics 

April 29 – John 20.19-31 
Each student should find a current event story (something positive) to share with the 

group...from the news, or even personal 

May 6 - Acts 2.1-36  
Each student should have some paper and colors/markers to draw picture 

Watch weekly emails for topic updates 

 

PULSE Sundays on Zoom 

PULSE will continue to meet via Zoom on Sundays at 6:00 PM. We will continue to utilize and plan 
for online actives until we are given further directions. Watch emails for topics/movies for discus-
sion and Zoom invite information.    

 

VBS 2020 – UNDER RENOVATION CONSTRUCTION! 

As we see bright spots in the current health crisis, it continues to be very fluid, and Messiah’s pri-
ority is to keep everyone safe and do our part to stop the spread of COVID-19.  We will still have 
VBS this summer…Can’t Stop Messiah!!!  VBS will look a little different this summer as we look at 
different opportunities to connect with the children in our community in the most responsible 
manner.  Registration will begin June 1.  Please watch Messiah’s and Messiah’s Preschool and 
Childcare Facebook and Website for updates as we continue to move forward. 

 

Graduation Celebration June 7 

If you have a student graduating from high school, college, grad school, vocational school….we will 
be having a recognition service on Sunday, June 7.  Please email Heidi, heidijokissner@gmail.com, 
with a picture of  your student, where they are graduating from, any honors and acknowledge-
ments, and future plans by June 2.  Please include any pictures of activities your students partici-
pated!  Let’s celebrate our graduates!!  Questions, contact Heidi. 

 

mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
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#cantstopmessiah Challenge 

Thanks to everyone who sent in pictures during Holy Week and their Easter pictures.  Seeing eve-
ryone’s faces has been such a blessing!! Messiah had many, many posts for #cantstopmessiah!!  
Messiah is donating $1 for every post to Associated Churches Foodbank, with Pastor Tim and 
Meme matching!!  Jerry and Jane Reff were our Kroger gift card winners!!  Messiah keeps showing 
up!!  Death could not stop Jesus and this pandemic Can’t Stop Messiah!!! 

 

LOMIK Summer Camp  

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Indiana-Kentucky (LOMIK) leaders are working to develop plans for 
camps this summer depending on the progress of the pandemic. Summer registration is still going 
on, but they have removed the usual deposit to make it easier if cancellations are necessary.  
LOMIK and its 3 camps – Lutheran Hills, Lutherwald, and Lake Luther – provides summer camp 
opportunities where kids can grow a faith and gain new life experiences in a fun and safe environ-
ment with caring leaders. They provide camps for all ages from day camps to week-long camps.  
This is a great alternative to some of the summer activities that are being cancelled.  Get more 
information at www.lomik.org.    

 

ZOOM with Pr. Tim 

Our Zoom meetings have gone well. It has given participants a chance to connect with others, to 
join in prayer, and to reflect on scriptures in a group format. Zoom is an audio and video confer-
ence platform that allows people to engage by using mobile devices, desktop computers and lap-
tops, and tablets. It’s like facetime or skype, but for larger groups.  

Initially, I offered five groups but only four of those groups remain active.  

Zoom 1, Tuesday at 10 AM 
Zoom 2, Tuesday at 6 PM 
Zoom 3, Thursday at 10 AM 
Zoom 4, Thursday at 6 PM 

I added some additional groups at different times, but so far no one has participated in those ex-
tra groups. As a result, I have eliminated them. However, they can always be added again if the 
demand requires it.  

If you would like to join a Zoom group, please contact me (260-415-0101 or                                   
pastortim.messiah@gmail.com), and I will help you get joined up with Zoom! 

It does get easier after you’ve done it once. So, take the big leap and Zoom with us! 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

http://www.lomik.org
mailto:pastortim.messiah@gmail.com


 

The Messenger        May 2020                     11 

Preschool and Childcare News 

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore, we will 
not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging” -- 
Psalm 46:1-3 

I think, maybe, Spring has sprung! I stated last month that April brings a time of sunshine, fresh 
air, and new beginnings, but it seems Winter has kept its hold on us! We are READY for sunshine 
and warm weather! May brings the bittersweet end to another Preschool school year, and unfor-
tunately, we were not able to celebrate our students’ Preschool achievements with them this 
year.  :(  My goal is to find a way to celebrate together from the safety of our homes.  

Our playground project has begun! The excavation is complete and the equipment has been in-
stalled! Once we are able to leave our houses, take a drive to see the new equipment! Next to 
come will be the fencing and mulch :) Keep an eye out for new updates & additions. We hope to 
be back in session in May, but will continue to follow CDC and local recommendations until then.  

Follow Messiah Lutheran Preschool and Childcare on FACEBOOK for updates, educational re-
sources, and to see our teachers reading stories to our students! We are maintaining contact with 
our families to ensure their needs are met and questions/concerns are addressed.  

I hope you are able to get out and enjoy the warm weather days! Stay safe & healthy… and WASH 
YOUR HANDS! – Caitlin Vance, Director 

 

Preschool and Childcare Needs 

Baby wipes 

Non-latex, Vinyl gloves 

Lysol spray 

5oz paper/foam cups 

Paper plates 
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GROWTH & LEARNING, cont. 

Engaged Participants (New Members) @ Messiah 

We highly anticipate welcoming new members into our worshipping community. At Messiah, we 
believe joining a worship community is a serious commitment to follow Jesus as we serve our 
community. If you have an interest, please keep reading below.  
 

What does it mean to join the Messiah worshipping community? 

Unfortunately, “membership” is a poor choice of words. Membership sounds like there are some 
kind of benefits you get like when you join a gym or a club of some sort. That’s not what member-
ship is at a Christian church, at least not at Messiah.  

I like to describe members at Messiah as “engaged participants in a community of faith living out 
what Jesus has called us to do: love our neighbor.” We are a community of believers living out our 
faith in the community around us. We are Christians…followers of Christ…who express our faith 
through Lutheran tradition and theology.  

Our faith experience often correlates to our participation and commitment. The more we are en-
gaged with our community of faith, the deeper our faith experience goes. Engaged participants in 
a community of faith do the following things:  

Attend worship on a “regular” basis as a sign of faith in Jesus.  

Participate in the life of our worshipping community, i.e. Bible study, small groups, family and 
student ministries, outreach, etc., to live out our faith in Jesus.  

Incorporate the generosity of time and gifts as a practice of living faithfully in Jesus.  

Participate in the pursuit of our Mission and Vision as we help people (inside and outside Mes-
siah) grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.  

If you and your loved one/s desire to be engaged participants in the community of faith at Messi-
ah, then keep reading! 

 

Messiah Introduction Classes will be offered on a date yet to be announced. 
 

If you have an interest in learning more about Messiah, please attend “Discover Messiah” on the 
third Sunday of each month in the Library. If after that you would like to become more involved 
through membership, then you should register to attend Messiah Introduction, a one-time class 
that details the aspects of joining our worship community at Messiah. Please contact the office to 
register or ask additional questions. 
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CARE & NURTURE 

From the Parish Nurses… 

What do we do now?  How do we get back to where we were?  What is the new “normal”?  Will I 
always feel this anxious?  How will I ever get do overs for all the things I have missed?   

Resilience is the capacity of individuals, communities, and systems to survive, adapt, and grow in 
the face of stress and shocks, and even transform when conditions require it. 

How we do that and get there is different for all of us.  

We must start by keeping or getting ourselves healthy.  Do everything you can to minimize the risk 
of getting sick.  Pay attention to your body’s need for exercise, nutrition, and rest. Stay connected 
to family and friends  (I even have my 88 year old father zooming with all of the family!). Normal-
ize anxiety – it is reasonable and healthy to feel anxious.  The challenge is learning how to cope 
with that.  Respect your grief and losses – be sensitive to your misery – it is REAL.  We may be 
missing things we have looked forward to for a very long time and your children and teenagers 
may be missing things they have looked forward to for their entire lives – like graduations and 
proms.  Be positive and don’t judge or micromanage.  Trust your children to figure out the small 
stuff – remember they watch how you handle all of this constantly.  Listen and ask questions that 
will lead them to figure out solutions on their own. 

Ha – you may be thinking that is easy for her to say!  No -- none of this is easy or fun or anything 
any of us planned to do.   

Breathe!  Pray! 

I recently came across some good questions to ask ourselves and each other everyday and I leave 
you with those: 

What am I grateful for today? 

What beauty am I creating or inviting today? 

How am I moving today? 

How am I getting outside today? 

Who am I checking in on or connecting with today? 

How am I nourishing my spirit today? 
 

Know that you all are thought of and prayed for constantly.  We WILL be together soon. 

Your Messiah Parish Nurses 
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Woman to Woman    May 2020 
 

I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. for this new month in which to serve you. 10¢ 

2. that I know you and my blessings. I pray for those who don’t know you. 5¢ 

3. for the fact that you are with me always. 10¢ 

4. for your steadfastness and guidance in our lives. 10¢ 

5. for all the healthcare workers, grocery and food employees, truck drivers, first respond-
ers, fire and police men and women, and all essential people offering help during the 
Covid 19 crisis. May God bless them for their service. 25¢ 

6. for acts of kindness from family and friends. 5¢ 

7. for guiding me to live according to your word. 20¢ 

8. for the blessings you have bestowed on me. 10¢ 

9. for the sun which makes things grow. 20¢ 

10. for our mothers who we remember or honor today for their love, care, and concern, and 
may God be with them. 50¢ 

11. for your faithfulness to us always. 5¢ 

12. for Pastor Tim and church staff for their leadership and service to Messiah. 20¢ 

13. for our trust in your steadfast love and praise your holy name. 10¢ 

14. for our trust in you to direct our lives, through Christ. 10¢ 

15. for the beautiful flowers and new life in nature. 10¢ 

16. for the peace that passes understanding. 5¢ 

17. for God’s hope and promise through every chance and challenge in life. 15¢ 

18. for the telephone and all devices making communication easy. 10¢ 

19. for giving us faith to hold us steady and sure when our lives are troubled. 5¢ 

20. for Christ’s prayers that we may be one in Him. 10¢ 

21. to stir me to do YOUR will, not mine. 10¢ 

22. for us to know and experience your truth, in Christ our Lord. 25¢ 

23. for our children, our hope for the future. 10¢ 

24. for this Memorial Day to remember our veterans who died in service to our country so 
that we can continue to live in freedom to worship you, Lord. 25¢ 

25. for those in need of healing and strength facing life’s challenges. 10¢ 

26. for the Holy Spirit to work through us to minister to others. 20¢ 

27. for restoring those people who were ill during the virus to good health. 10¢ 

28. for patience in waiting for answers to prayers that God will give in His time. 10¢ 

29. for giving us hope in you to meet life’s challenges. 25¢ 

30. for the gift of contentment. Help me to practice it. 10¢ 

31. for your gifts and compassions, God. Use them to your glory. 10¢ 
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

Messiah Call Teams 

We have formed teams to call and check on people. It is as simple as that. Why? Many people liv-
ing in senior facilities (independent, assisted, or nursing) are on isolation lock down. This means 
they are literally remanded to their rooms…all day, every day. They eat in their rooms and there is 
NO social interaction and NO visitors! You can imagine how such isolation, while done to protect 
people, is terribly lonely and cumbersome. 

We need your help to check in and bring hope to our people under these circumstances. If you are 
interested in making these vital phone calls, please contact Pr. Tim at church (260-485-8716) or  
pastortim.messiah@gmail.com or pastortim@messiahlc.com. Thank you! 

 

Food Bank Outreach 

Something different this month! If you are able, please drop off food items at church on May 13th, 
8:00 AM-4:00 PM. Dave Beard will be there for curbside service. If you prefer, check donations will 
be accepted. Food items for May are cereal, canned fruit, canned meat, juice, peanut butter, 
boxed dinners, and soup. Please do what you can as the need is great. 

 

Fort Wayne Rescue Mission 

The Rescue Mission is in need of the following donations: Coffee, men’s athletic shorts (sizes M-
4X), men’s underwear ( M-XXL), men’s sweatpants (M-4X), men’s t-shirts (M-4X), adult bath tow-
els, men’s razors. Please drop off at church on May 13th, 8:00 AM-4:-00 PM, if you are able to help. 

 

Spring Rummage Sale 

Our Spring Rummage Sale has been postponed. We will try to have the sale in June. A new date 
will be set as we get guidelines for the COVID-19 virus. The CIA and Pulse will be helping to man-
age and organize the Spring Rummage Sale.  Proceeds will be used to help fund the Youth Mission 
trips. We need help with set-up, sorting, pricing, cashiers, and clean-up. If you have any questions, 
contact Jaci Beard 437-5981 or Fran Dager 482-2787. Thank you! 

 

 

mailto:pastortim.messiah@gmail
mailto:pastortim@messiahlc.com
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Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Tim Graham: pastortim@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold: cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle: stan@messiahlc.com 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries Heidi Kissner: heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, Outreach Ministry Dave Beard: daveb@messiahlc.com 
Director, Preschool and ChildCare Caitlin Vance: caitlin@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers: karla@messiahlc.com 
Newsletter Editor: editor@messiahlc.com 

OPERATIONS 

Day of Service 

Save the date: August 23, 2020. We will be serving the community around Messiah, doing projects 
at church, and assembling Bags of Grace. 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH, cont. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 
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