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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 26, 2020 – 9:00 AM 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Our Mission:  To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

  

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an 
equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love 
of Christ and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, 
service, fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great 
Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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GATHERING 
 

PRE SONG 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,  
we are raised with him to new life.  
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
 

We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
 

P To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING SONG 
 
GREETING 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray.  Beloved and sovereign God, 
C through the death and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of 

justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the 
life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 

WORD 
 
PSALM PSALM 119:129-136 
 

A Your decrees are wonderful; 
therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

C When your word is opened it gives light; 
it gives understanding to the simple. 
 

A I open my mouth and pant 
because I long for your commandments. 

C Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
as you always do to those who love your name. 
 

A Order my footsteps in your word; 
let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

C Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
and I will keep your commandments. 
 

A Let your face shine upon your servant 
and teach me your statutes. 

C My eyes shed streams of tears, 
because people do not keep your teaching. 

 
GOOD NEWS MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has 
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.” 

33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
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44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 

then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one 

pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 

of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 
threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 

51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore 
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 

 R The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GREETING 
 

 P Grace, mercy and peace be to you from God our Father and the Lord, 
  Jesus Christ. 
 C Amen. 
 

MESSAGE  Pastor Timothy Graham 
 
SONG 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

A With all the church, let us proclaim our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

A Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

 

A brief silence. 
 

A Healing God, continue strengthening us to meet the health crisis looming around 
us. Protect all healthcare professionals and guide their efforts in caring for those 
infected. Empower those working to discover a vaccine and unify governments and 
leaders in their work to address this threat. Help all people remain diligent in 
following healthy standards that protect ourselves and our neighbors. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Loving God, guide us as we confront racism that denies dignity to those who are 
different and racism which recognizes prejudice in others and never in ourselves. 
Forgive us when we have been silent and apathetic in the face of racial intolerance 
and bigotry, both overt and subtle, public and private. Empower us to speak boldly 
for justice and truth and help us to deal with one another without hatred or 
bitterness, working together with mutual forbearance and respect. Lord, inn your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a 
woman baking bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet 
common ways you encounter us in daily life. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our 
understanding and awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and 
researchers. Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and healing caretakers of 
our home. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into 
the welcoming shade of your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust 
with each other and walk in the way of peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

A Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your 
will. Help us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge 
to the weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



Page 6 Sunday, July 26, 2020 9:00 A.M. 

 

A You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this 
congregation ask boldly for what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of 
being your people in this place and time. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your 
people in all times and places. Embolden our witness now and one day gather us 
with all your saints in light. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these 
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. . . 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 
 

CLOSING SONG 
 

FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS/REMINDERS 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

P . . . in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 


