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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-

powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ 

and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, 

fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commis-

sion (Mt 28.18-20).  
 

Our Values for Ministry 
1) To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

2) To enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 
3) To nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group cen-

tered ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 
4) To help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

5) To assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Sunday, Aug 2 

9:00am – Live Stream w/Holy Communion  

10:30am –Tony Hickman Chapel w/Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, Aug 9   

9:00am – Live Stream 

10:30am – Tony Hickman Chapel 

 

Sunday, Aug 16 

9:00am – Live Stream w/Holy Communion 

10:30am – Tony Hickman Chapel w/Holy Communion 

 

Sun., Aug 23  

9:00am – Live Stream  

10:30am – Tony Hickman Chapel w/Holy Communion 

 

Sunday, Aug 30  

9:00am – Live Stream  

10:30am – Tony Hickman Chapel w/Holy Communion  

 

Sunday, Sept 6 

9:00am – Live Stream w/Holy Communion  

10:30am – Tony Hickman Chapel w/Holy Communion 
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Here We Grow Again! 

 

I’m sure there are many descriptions for a Building Campaign, but most re-
search suggests that not-for-profit organizations, and particularly churches, 
that embrace such campaigns may recognize several benefits, including but 
not limited to: 

Increased congregational unity and support for the church’s mission and vision: spiritually, fi-
nancially, and emotionally. 

Spiritual growth, people seeking God’s will and trusting God’s provision, as they put faith into 
action.  

Visible signs of vitality and promise within and to the community as the goals of the campaign 
are fulfilled.  

Our capital campaign is a mission driven effort. And the goal of this campaign is to address imme-
diate needs of our physical building and property for the continuation and growth of our mission 
and vision. So, here we grow again… individually, collectively, and communally.  

How will this campaign work?  

It starts with leadership. So, for those who haven’t heard, our 2020 Campaign Co-chairs are Frank 
Feichter and Patty Hooker. Both of these individuals have served Messiah in various leadership 
capacities. They both have been connected to Messiah for lengthy periods and they know many 
people in our congregation. Most importantly, Patty and Frank are deeply committed to their life 
in Christ and their participation at Messiah Lutheran Church. Patty and Frank will work with Cory 
Dold, and me, to round out our 2020 Campaign Executive team.  

From there Patty and Frank will personally seek additional leaders from the congregation for the 
following teams:  

Advance Challenge Team 

Communications Team 

Presentations Team 

Spiritual Emphasis Team 

Creative Gifts person 

Reminder Team 

Arrangements Team 
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The responsibilities for each team are fully detailed with descriptions and the length of commit-
ments are very defined from two to four weeks. The entire campaign as planned by our consult-
ant, Church Growth Services (CGS), is scheduled to be completed by December 6th. As a result, 
this will not be a long, drawn out process but rather a time-sensitive and intentionally scheduled 
effort.  

After the leaders of the above teams are on board, these new team leaders will in turn seek out 
other members to serve on their teams. This is for everyone. We need the participation of as 
many Messiah people as possible. As mentioned above, this congregational effort will promote 
increased unity and support for Messiah’s mission and vision. The more people become involved, 
the more unity we will witness now and in the future. 

Finally, did I mention spiritual growth? Yes, spiritual growth is one of the amazing and surprising 
benefits of a capital campaign, as individuals prayerfully discern, “How is God prompting me to 
be generous, with my time and talents?” And the survey says: “Through prayer, God will guide us 
if we are only willing to listen and trust.”  

Why do we need to be so intentionally prayerful? Well, let me answer that by saying one final 
thing about a capital campaign. A capital campaign pledge or commitment is over and above our 
regular, weekly giving because we still have our regular operational costs of our ministries. As a 
result, it will take a prayerful and sacrificial spirit to prepare us as we grow again! 

Woah, PT! (lol) Before I go any further, let me reel this back in to be very clear. We are not asking 
you to make decisions today, or in the next month. In fact, we won’t ask for a commitment until 
November. The NEXT PHASE of our capital campaign is staffing and developing our leadership 
teams. You may be called, so how will you answer? Hopefully, prayerfully, before you respond or 
before you’re even asked, begin with prayer!  

To close, I’d like to invite you to pray the following prayer for the next thirty (30) days as way of 
inviting God to support our leadership and our team members as they answer the call to lead this 
campaign.  

Let us all pray to our Heavenly Father: 

God be with the leadership of Messiah Lutheran Church as they embrace the challenge 
and responsibility that they have so boldly accepted. God, we ask that you guide 
each one with integrity and common sense. And give them the wisdom and courage 
to make intelligent decisions. May they be patient as they listen and understand the 
purpose of this important job! We ask for these blessings in Jesus name. Amen.  

(Carol Hupp, 7-26-20) 

God’s Peace, 

Pastor Tim 
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Greetings, Messiah! 
 

Pastor Tim asked me to write a brief self-introduction, but first I wanted to 
say thank you for taking on the challenge of having an intern pastor and 
providing me with an opportunity to grow in ministry and complete my 
MDIV degree.  I am grateful for this opportunity and looking forward to 
getting to know all of you.    

That said, let me tell you a little bit about myself.  I am what people might call a non-traditional 
seminary student and a second career person.  I worked in the field of engineering for almost 20 
years before beginning seminary.  As a young person, about middle school age, I was interested in 
going to seminary, but didn’t pursue it, because it didn’t seem feasible at the time.  So, I consider 
this opportunity, a bit later in life, to attend seminary to be a long-time dream come true. I began 
Seminary in the Fall of 2016 and have taken classes while also working part time. Most recently I 
have worked as a chaplain at the Lutheran Hospital of Fort Wayne. I completed a chaplain residen-
cy in 2018-2019 and have been working part time for the past year as an on-call chaplain. Although 
chaplaincy is a passion for me, I will be putting that work on hold while I partner with all of you full 
time in parish ministry this coming year.  

On a personal note, I am married (to Ben Stonebraker) and have two adult daughters (Laura Mack 
and Cara Trent) and one son-in law (Jonah Mack).  I love music (piano), the outdoors, cooking, 
reading, and a few crafts (sewing, knitting, etc.).  Ben is very much an outdoors man and loves fish-
ing, hunting, and gardening. I dabble in the gardening activity and tag along on the fishing trips 
once in a while. Most recently, Ben and I began taking cello lessons together and this has proved 
to be a wonderful way for us to consistently spend time together.  Ben and I live in Kendallville, 
Indiana along with my youngest daughter, Cara, and Ben’s mom, Beverly.    

Peace to you all, and I look forward to being in community with all of you this coming year, 

Dana Stonebraker 
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What phase are we in? 

 

Indiana has gone through a number of phases as the state attempts to 
open up again. And though it appeared that full reopening would soon 
come to pass, it now looks as if that goal may be elusive. So it is with 
Messiah. We all desire to meet together again in person, and we have 

made some steps forward, but concern for the safety of our Christian family means that 
we must proceed with a great deal of caution. So for the present, things will remain pretty 
much the same as they were last month. 

During August we will continue to livestream our 9:00 a.m. Sunday service, using tradi-
tional, contemporary, and blended formats of worship to reach out to as many people as 
possible. We will also have our 10:30 outdoor service on Sunday mornings; this one meets 
in person, with worshipers bringing lawn chairs or staying in their cars to listen to the ser-
vice on the radio. Keep watching our website for details. 

Messiah will be livestreaming Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesday, August 5, at 7:00 
p.m. This service of sung psalmody, canticles, and prayer has been a favorite of our con-
gregation over the years, and we know that its words of trust and hope are needed in our 
present crisis. Please join us as we pray and sing our faith. 

Finally, I’d like to offer a word of thanks for all those who continue to support our minis-
tries in hidden ways. We continue to reach out to members and the community in many 
different areas, and the faithful staff and volunteers who support these ministries deserve 
thanks. Please keep them all in your prayers. 

 

Soli Deo gloria! Glory be to God alone!  

For Messiah’s ministry of worship and music, 

Stan Engle 
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WORSHIP 

Worship and Activity Plans 

Family and friends of Messiah Lutheran Church,  

We have announced this the past couple Sundays, but just to make sure, we should make sure it is 
clear. After much consideration, we decided to continue with our July plan for the month of Au-
gust. That means, we will continue with Live Stream worship each Sunday at 9:00am, and the out-
door service in the Tony Hickman Memorial Chapel area at 10:30am.  

In addition, weekly building access will remain by appointment only. However, in the event people 
do come into the building for ANY reason, effective immediately, ALL persons must wear masks 
when entering into the main building. (Currently, this is a state mandate.) All staff members are 
required to wear masks except when sitting at their desks. Banners will be posted at entryways to 
remind people of this and other healthy practices, including washing hands, staying six feet apart, 
and staying home if sick.  

Furthermore, we will welcome small groups (25 or less) back if they would like to meet. Of course, 
masks must be worn, and social distancing maintained. Any groups wanting to resume meeting 
MUST call and schedule with the church office to see what space might be available. However, 
physical activity groups including Table Tennis, Pickleball, and Volleyball will remain suspended 
until further notice. 

Lastly, we continue discussing in-person, indoor worship services and how we might faithfully and 
safely offer that. One thing is certain, it will not look like what we are used to or remember. Please 
keep praying for us as we discern the best path forward for Messiah Lutheran Church.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to call the church office.  
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GROWTH & LEARNING 

Messiah Youth Ministry 

Watch emails, and Messenger for student ministry information.  If you know a student that would 
like to participate in EDGE, CIA or PULSE please let Heidi know, heidijokissner@gmail.com.  Weekly 
correspondence throughout the year is done through emails also. 

EDGE 

EDGE is our youth group for those students entering 5th and 6th grades in Fall 2020.  EDGE is still 
part of our Journey (children’s Sunday School program) and will have their own Bible study on 
Sundays at 11:00.  We also will meet at the Youth House various Sundays after the 11 service.  
Watch emails for schedules!    

CIA 

CIA is our youth group for those middle school students entering grades 7th and 8th in Fall of 2020.  
After Labor Day, Confirmation classes will start up again on Wednesday nights, 6-8p.  Watch 
emails for more info.  We also will meet at the Youth House various Sundays after the 11 service.   

PULSE 

PULSE is our youth group for those entering grades 9-12 in Fall 2020.  We meet on Sundays 6-8p at 
the Youth House.  PULSE will be Sundays in August  2, 9, 16, 23, and 30. 

 

College Care Ministry 

The College Care Ministry is a kind of an adoption program at Messiah for students going off to 
college.  Adults and families at Messiah “adopt” a student help to maintain correspondence, en-
couragement, and relationships during the year.  

If you have a student that will be entering college in the fall, or is going back to school, and you 
would like to have them involved please forward their name and any contact information available 
to Dave Beard, dbeard2216@gmail.com. 

 

Rainforest Adventure Staycation Bible School 

Thanks to all who helped, supported, participated and prayed for our Rainforest Adventure Stay-
cation Bible School this year!  We touched 22 families and 47 children and raised money for the 
Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo on our adventure as we learned that as God’s people we share, we 
give, we grow, we love and we praise!  We’re already looking forward to VBS 2021 as we set God’s 
foundation with Concrete & Cranes! 

mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
mailto:dbeard2216@gmail.com
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ZOOM with Pr. Tim – Summer Schedule 

Our Zoom meetings have gone well. It has given participants a chance to connect with others, to 
join in prayer, and to reflect on scriptures in a group format. Zoom is an audio and video confer-
ence platform that allows people to engage by using mobile devices, desktop computers and lap-
tops, and tablets. It’s like facetime or skype, but for larger groups.  

Here is the 2020 summer schedule:   

Zoom 1, Wednesday at 10am 

Zoom 3, Thursday at 10am (NOT meeting on 8/6 & 8/13; resume on 8/20) 

Good News Study Group, Thursday at 630pm  

If you would like to join a Zoom group, please contact me (260-415-0101 or pastor-
tim.messiah@gmail.com), and I will help you get joined up with Zoom! 

It does get easier after you’ve done it once. So, take the big leap and Zoom with us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

mailto:pastortim.messiah@gmail.com
mailto:pastortim.messiah@gmail.com
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Preschool and Childcare News 

Genesis 8:22 — “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night will never cease.” 

 

Messiah’s Preschool and Childcare program continues to grow! Back to school time is right around 
the corner! The 2020-2021 Preschool year begins on AUGUST 31st!!! As we prepare to get back 
into the swing of things, we think back to our FUN times during the Summer. We are excited to 
welcome many new students, and happy to see all the returning faces for another AMAZING 
school year of fun and learning! We only have a few spots left in the Childcare, and have availabil-
ity in each Preschool class. If you know of anyone looking for Childcare or Preschool, send them 
our way! The office number is 260-485-4613. 

Our playground project has picked up with the installation of benches and shadings! Next to come 
is our musical instruments!!! We should have the project completed in August! 

As always, thank you to all for your continued support. We wouldn’t be able to provide wonderful 
care to our students without you!   

Wishing you a wonderful rest of the Summer!  –Caitlin Vance, Preschool Director 

 

Preschool and Childcare Needs 

Non-latex, Vinyl gloves 

Lysol spray 

Baby wipes 

5oz paper/foam cups 

Paper plates 
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CARE & NURTURE 

The New Normal 

“The new normal” is a phrase we have heard often and regretfully admit is true for this time in 
history.  Some of  “the new normal” aspects are really old and familiar: coughing into your elbow, 
cover your sneezes or coughs with a tissue, stay home when ill, sanitize areas in the home if some-
one has been ill,  and wash your hands frequently.  Also believe most of us have taken advantage 
of sanitizing wipes to clean our shopping carts when we enter.   We remind you of these old famil-
iar preventions every fall and winter when the flu season rolls into town.  Unfortunately, COVID -
19 is persistent and requires us to remain diligent in practicing preventive measures for the fore-
seeable future.  Preemptive social distancing instead of backing up when someone coughs or 
sneezes nearby, and wearing a mask to prevent spreading our germs to others and keep others 
from spreading their germs to us, are a couple of the new practices we are adopting.  

Please do your best to continue your old familiar practices and add the couple new ones to keep 
yourself, family, and friends safe and healthy.  You can always dress up that new accessory (mask) 
to show off your style!  And don’t forget to smile when you speak to someone in person or on the 
phone.  They may not be able to see your face, but they can hear that smile in your voice and see 
it in your eyes. 

One day at a time, we will get there.  

Parish Health Nurses 
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Woman to Woman    August 2020 
 

I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. that you lead me. Remind me of that. 10¢ 

2. for this day to worship and praise you with thanksgiving of your many blessings. 25¢ 

3. for patience and wisdom to love all your children. 5¢ 

4. for the rain that falls and nurtures our land. 10¢ 

5. for satisfying my deepest hunger. 20¢ 

6. for your presence and your blessings in our lives. 5¢ 

7. for being gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 10¢ 

8. for hearing prayers anywhere we utter them. 5¢ 

9. for your Son who taught what being a servant means. 20¢ 

10. for compassion and forgiveness when I face difficult decisions. 10¢ 

11. for creating within each person her own unique gift to share. 5¢ 

12. for the stories of faithful people throughout the Bible. 10¢ 

13. for our children as they begin another school year. May we nurture them in their search 
for knowledge and help them turn to God for love and guidance. 25 

14. for being part of the Body of Christ which plants seeds of faith. 15¢ 

15. for forgiveness and restoration. 20¢ 

16. for loving the unlovable. 5¢ 

17. for the salvation that you grants us believers. 15¢ 

18. for teaching us how to pray and for answering our prayers. 10¢ 

19. for granting us faith to turn to you in times of despair. 20¢ 

20. for calling us back to faith when we go astray. 10¢ 

21. for the hymns of praise written in the Psalms. 20¢ 

22. for calling me to be your Disciple. 10¢ 

23. for Pastor Tim and our church staff who help us in our faith journey of Christ. 25¢ 

24. for using me to build up Your Church. 15¢ 

25. for inspiring me when I read your word. 10¢ 

26. for all those who are sick in mind or body and need your love and healing power. 25¢ 

27. for giving us our abundances in life; may we offer thanks always. 10¢ 

28. for providing strength and courage in times of trial. 5¢ 

29. for helping me to trust in You more fully each day. 15¢ 

30. for helping us find you in the goodness and graces of this life. 25¢ 

31. for showing me your holiness amidst the world’s brokenness. 10¢ 
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

Food Bank Outreach 

Something different this month! The food bank cart will be outside for the 10:30am service. If you 
prefer, check donations will be accepted. Food items for August are cereal, canned fruit and meat, 
juice, peanut butter, boxed dinners and soup. Thank you for your donations. 

 

Day of Service 

Save August 23, 2020. We will be serving the community around Messiah, doing projects at 
church, and assembling Bags of Grace. Please let Dave Beard know if you are able to help. 
daveb@messiahlc.com. 

 

Spring Rummage Sale 

Our sale has been postponed till Fall.  Proceeds will be used to help fund the Youth Mission trips. 
We need help with set-up, sorting, pricing, cashiers, and clean-up. If you have any questions, con-
tact Jaci Beard 437-5981 or Fran Dager 482-2787. Thank you! 
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Baptism 
Cassian Arthur Langlois, July 5 

 

Weddings 
Logan Godfrey and Lauren Vincent, June 20 
Nicholas Snow and Alexis Bostic, July 10 
Izabelle Peckham and Jose Lozano, July 25 

 

BOOK OF LIFE 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Tim Graham: pastortim@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold: cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle: stan@messiahlc.com 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries Heidi Kissner: heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, Outreach Ministry Dave Beard: daveb@messiahlc.com 
Director, Preschool and ChildCare Caitlin Vance: caitlin@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers: karla@messiahlc.com 
Newsletter Editor: editor@messiahlc.com 

OPERATIONS 
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 
Senior Pastor 

Timothy Graham, M. Div. 
 

Pastor Emeritus 
Carl H. Satre, D.D. 

 

* 
Sunday Services 
9:00 AM, Online 

10:30 AM, Hickman Chapel 
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Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


