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The Second Sunday after Epiphany 

January 17, 2021 – 9:00 AM 
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Our Mission:  To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

  

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an 
equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love 
of Christ and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, 
service, fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great 
Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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GATHERING 
 

OPENING SONG   
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (Dana, please alter these notes as needed) 

• Welcome to Messiah online. I’m Vicar Dana, and I want to thank you for joining us this 
morning, whether you’re finding us for the first time or your returning again. We hope 
you find inspiration for faith in Jesus that works in real life because that’s our mission. 

• As you are aware of now, Allen County has tightened restrictions, moving back to the 
RED phase, and as a result, we have re-suspended our in-person services. We will 
announce a return date as we follow the information from the Allen County Department 
of Health.  

• Reminder that we have returned to celebrating communion each Sunday. Everybody is 
welcomed to join us in this moment of grace. So, please make sure to have your 
communion elements (bread/crackers, wine/juice) prepared for that time today 
immediately following the Christmas program. 

• Finally, for our prayers today, I want to invite you to offer your prayer requests online in 
the comments, and we will lift several of those requests this morning. It is one way for 
us to be more intimate even though we’re apart. So please type in your prayer requests 
into Facebook now and we will lift those prayers up after our opening songs. But first, 
let us begin with our prayer of the day.  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

V Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless 
blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more 
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONGS –  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

V Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 
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V For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world in person or online and 
for all servants of the gospel, that following Jesus, the church lives out its calling 
every day, let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 
V For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for all that God has 

marvelously made, that we serve as wise stewards of the Earth, our home, let us 
pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 
V For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and judges, for peacekeepers 

and military personnel, and for the leaders of governments, that they provide 
protection and ensure peace for all people, especially the most vulnerable, let 
us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 
V For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and for 

those who are imprisoned or quarantined, that God console all who suffer, let 
us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 
V For our neighborhood, for visitors joining us for the first time online or 

returning, and for those unable to join us, that all who seek to know God are 
nourished by word and sacrament, let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
V In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us, that their lives give us a 

vision of the gospel in action, let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 
 
V Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of 

the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 

 
GOSPEL READING         John 1.43-51 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the first chapter 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
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43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and 
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
MESSAGE  
 
COMMUNION 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

 P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
 LORD’S PRAYER 
 

  P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. . . 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
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trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 
Come and be fed. 

 
DISTRIBUTION   
 
BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING SONGS   
 
BENEDICTION  
 

V . . . in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

V Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 


