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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, 
empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ 
and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, 
fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commis-
sion (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group cen-
tered ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Thursday, April 1: Maundy Thursday 
7:00 PM – In-person & Live Stream with Communion 
 

Friday, April 2: Good Friday 
12:00 PM – In-person only 
7:00 PM – In-person & Live Stream  
 

Sunday, April 4: Easter Sunday 
7:00 AM – In-person with Communion 
9:00 AM – In-person & Live Stream with Communion  
11:00 AM – In-person with Communion 
 

Sunday, April 11: Easter 2 
9:00 AM – In-person & Live Stream with Communion 
 

Sunday, April 18: Easter 3 
9:00 AM – In-person & Live Stream with Communion  
Baptism/New Member Installation 
 

Sunday, April 25: Easter 4 
9:00 AM – In-person & Live Stream with Communion  
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What’s next? A(nother) Strategic Plan! 

Someone recently asked me, “When is the slow time of the year for the 
church?” I replied, “Never! There is never a slow time of the year for the 
church.” If you have been around the church (Messiah or others) for a length 
of time, then perhaps you have noticed that as well. People often equate the 
church activity with the school year, where school gets the summer off.  

But that is not the case for the church. The summer is packed with activities 
like confirmation camp, mission trips, Vacation Bible School, and the Block Party. And in the midst 
of that, the staff is already planning for the fall and winter, including Advent and Christmas. Yes, in 
the summer those preparations already have begun!  

Of course, everything we pursue at Messiah is intended to align with our Mission, “Helping people 
grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life,” our Vision, and our Strategic Plan.  

Speaking of strategic plans, if you recall, in the early months of 2016 (yes, 5 years ago!), we invit-
ed people to gather with consultant Mike Stone, of Impact Strategies, to lead us in a strategic 
planning process. We actually had a tremendous turnout, averaging about 50 people for each ses-
sion with Mike. You can find this plan on Messiah’s webpage, under the “Resources” tab.  

In that plan we had some short-range goals (1-2yrs) and some longer-range goals (3-5yrs). These 
goals fell under four pillars: 1. Building Community (internal), 2. Worship, 3. Christian Education, 
and 4. Mission and Outreach. We accomplished many of our goals, but not all of them. Here are 
some of the accomplishments to consider: 

Greater use of technology to communicate, including more emails, improved website, and the 
use of Facebook for access to worship.  

We didn’t build a multi-use facility and youth center, but we did renovate the parish house to 
become our Youth House.  

In that same vein, the youth ministry has continued to grow and develop to meet the needs 
of our youth and families. We have continued to provide funding for youth activities and 
events.  

We revamped the governance structure to lessen the reliance on the pastor for leadership in 
all areas. With our accountability structure, we now have leaders in place that can be held 
accountable.  

We have added to full-time staff members, the Executive Administrator and the Children, 
Youth, and Family Director.  

We have youth leading and participating in worship services.  
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We have sought ways to deepen our engagement with the community such as the Block Par-
ty, the Day of Service, and our work with the Maplewood Mennonite Church and PFW 
Student food banks, in addition to Faith and Light. Our recent Christmas Day service 
reached more than 2,000 viewers! 

And, while it wasn’t part of our list, we did complete a strategic plan for Messiah’s Childcare 
and Preschool. This ministry has a path to forward progress for the next few years as well. 

As you can see, the last five years have been chocked full of activity and accomplishments, some I 
didn’t even mention. And we accomplished some things that weren’t even on our list. All that is to 
say, much of our efforts relied on fulfilling our strategic plan. We needed a plan to move forward.  

Likewise, we will need another plan to move beyond our building updates. We are in the midst of 
an exciting time. The much-needed updates and improvements will be significant, providing Mes-
siah with a new start, so to speak. So, what’s next?  

I’m glad you asked! One thing is for sure: we don’t have time to rest on our laurels. God doesn’t 
stop creating. Jesus doesn’t stop saving. And the Holy Spirit doesn’t stop inspiring. And neither 
should we stop helping people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life! 

There are people who still don’t know the love God has offered the world through Jesus Christ. 
There are those who have been injured by Christianity in their past. There are those who have not 
been invited or welcomed into Christianity. So, we cannot stop. We must go forward. The ques-
tion is: How?  

Well, we are planning to embark on another strategic plan in early 2022. This will guide us into the 
next 5-10 years of ministry at Messiah. It will be a critical time in the life of Messiah Lutheran 
Church, as we determine how to navigate the coming years and where we place our emphasis.   

Well, I hope this quick review of our current strategic plan has given you pause for thanks to God. 
Messiah continues to work to share the love of Christ with its community. And I also hope this ex-
cites you to think about what we might accomplish in the next phase of ministry at Messiah. 
Please keep praying for Messiah, its people, and the staff.  

May God’s Spirit continue to inspire and lead us forward to share love of Christ with all.  

In Christ’s love,  

Pr. Tim Graham 
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Signs of New Life 

Welcome to Spring! As the signs of life reappear on the earth with 
the lengthening days, signs of normality are slowly reappearing in 
our daily and weekly routines as the pandemic seems to be ebbing. 
We encourage you all to continue to be careful and wear masks, 
even as we open up our worship. We still have limited seating to ac-
commodate social distancing, and hand-washing is still encouraged. 

But it is Easter, and we celebrate the new life that Jesus brings. Please join us for our 
Holy Week services. 

Maundy Thursday, April 1. At 7:00 p.m. we will have our service of Word, Prayer, and 
Holy Communion. We will continue our annual tradition of Stripping of the Altar to 
conclude our worship time. This service will be in-person and live-stream. 

Good Friday, April 2. For this solemn occasion we will have two services: one at noon 
(in-person only), and one at 7:00 p.m. (in-person and livestream).  

Easter Sunday, April 4. Due to popular demand we will offer worship at 7:00, 9:00, and 
11:00 a.m. All three will be in-person, and the middle service will also be livestream. 
Join us here or at home as we celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord! 

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s ministry of worship and music, 

Stan Engle 
 

 

 

The Vicar’s View – Halfway Mark 

Before I do anything else, I want to start by thanking you for your kindness and 
support as my father transitioned to in-home hospice care at the end of Janu-
ary and passed away on February 2nd. Your cards, emails, texts, prayers, and 
words of support and encouragement meant a great deal to me. I was blessed 
to be with my family and my father throughout that time. That was the great-
est gift I could have ever received. So thank you for that time and support.  

Finally, thank you for the memorial gift given in honor of my father. It will be used to support the 
Lutheran parochial school at my parents' congregation, the congregation where I grew up. 
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Sunday School in April 

At this time Journey Sunday School will not be meeting in person.  Please join us as we continue to 
meet online on Sundays for our JAM Time Kids Talk as we celebrate Easter and continue or series 
“Super Heroes of the Bible.”  Videos will be posted on Facebook and under “videos” on our web-
site, www.messiahlc.com.  Each week we are featuring a new “super hero” of the Bible.  And we 
are learning that whether our powers are big or small, they all add up to a life that honors God 
and allows us to help make a difference.  Join us on our journey to learn about some of the great-
est superpowers in the Bible and how to find our own with God! 

GROWTH & LEARNING 

Lenten Study 

By the time you read this article, we will have completed our Lenten study Entering the Passion of 
Jesus by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine. I am happy to report that we had five separate study groups going 
throughout the season and over 40 individuals participating. Dr. Levine’s book brought the ancient 
Jewish culture to life for us and provided new perspectives on and insights into the events of Holy 
Week. I hope that all of you enjoyed the study as much as I did. I wanted to thank all those who 
participated in the study,  who joined us online for the mid-week Lenten services and especially to 
those who assisted during the mid-week services: Stan Engle, Cory Dold, Anne Simmerman, and 
Mary Satre.   

Preparation For Ministry 

We have reached the halfway mark together in this journey of internship. Pastor Tim, my intern-
ship committee, and I have gotten through another round of assessments and evaluations, taking 
a look back on what has been accomplished and what is yet to come. I have benefited and grown 
a great deal from the opportunity to be part of the worship leadership each week, to preach regu-
larly, and to teach often. These are some of the most visible tasks in ministry and I am growing 
more and more familiar with the rhythm and feel of these tasks each week. As I look ahead I am 
planning for more opportunities to be present with the youth groups this spring and summer.  I 
am looking forward to a few weeks of teaching the confirmation class, participating in confirma-
tion camp early in June, and joining the Pulse youth group on their local mission trip at the end of 
June. I’ll also be working on a service, sometime in May, commemorating the 50th Anniversary of 
Women’s Ordination in the ELCA. I look forward to the 2nd half of this journey of internship, and I 
give thanks to God for all that I have experienced, all that I have learned, and the ways in which I 
have grown as a result of being together with you on this journey. May the Lord continue to bless 
our time together. 

in God’s peace, 

Vicar Dana 

http://www.messiahlc.com
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Confirmation Camp 2021 

Confirmation classes officially begin for students in the fall of 7th grade.  As part of the confirma-
tion process Messiah would like all students to attend one summer of Confirmation Camp and 
one mission trip.  Currently we alternate summers between going to Confirmation Camp and a 
mission trip.  This summer is our summer to go to Confirmation Camp!   

Confirmation Camp is offered for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders, current school year (2020-2021).  We 
attend Confirmation Camp at Camp Lutherwald, located 2-miles west of Howe, IN, on South Twin 
Lake. This  week combines 2 hours of study with PT and other youth leaders in confirmation class 
each morning, followed by a full day of great camp activities: hiking, arts and crafts, games, music, 
swimming, canoeing, kayaking, and campfire programs.  

We will attend Confirmation Camp at Camp Lutherwald June 13-18 with any youth going into 
grades 7-9 in the fall of 2021.  Cost is $355 for the week and Messiah pays $100.  That leaves your 
student’s total cost for the week at $255.  We need to grab these reservations as the spots go 
quickly at Camp Lutherwald.  Please let Heidi know ASAP if your student is planning on attending. 
(heidijokissner@gmail.com) 

 

PULSE 2021 Mission Trip: Save the Dates — June 25-July 1 

This summer, youth in grades 8-12 (2020-2021 school year) will be going on a local mission trip 
Friday evening, June 25 – Thursday morning, July 1 in downtown Fort Wayne, Indiana!!  It is im-
portant to give back to your community and to see that there are people and places in our own 
backyards that need our time, services, and faith, as well as across the states and globe.  We will 
be staying downtown as well as volunteering at the Charis House and St. Johns…and we may 
throw in a little fun, too!  There will fundraising opportunities with the rummage sale in April.  
More details on costs, logistics of housing, and specifics on volunteer opportunities for the youth 
will be forthcoming…please watch your emails.   

 
Student Ministries Calendar 

EDGE 

Friday, April 16, 7-10 PM — Movie Night at Youth House 
 

CIA 

Week of April 4 – Spring Break – No CIA 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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CIA continued 
Wednesday, April 14:   

Zoom Lesson:  Lord’s Prayer:  God’s Kingdom & Will – Vicar Dana 
Read: Matthew 6.5-15, Luke 17.20-21 
 

Week of April 18: Small Groups – “Prayer: What, When, Why, & How?”’ 
Tuesday, April 20, 6-7 PM:  PT and Kayla 
Wednesday, April 21, 630-8 PM:  John and Cindy Sabo 
 

Wednesday, April 28:   
Zoom Lesson:  Lord’s Prayer:  God Gives & Forgives – Vicar Dana 
Read: Matthew 6.5-15, Matthew 18.21-25 

 

PULSE 

Sunday, April 4 – Easter, No PULSE 
Sunday, April 11 – Spring Break, No PULSE 
Sunday, April 18 – Napoleon Dynamite Interactive Movie 4 PM 
Sunday, April 25 – Youth House, 4 PM (if rain or cold weather meet in gym -door 2) 

 

We Welcome New Members @ Messiah 

We give thanks to God for the opportunity to welcome new persons and families into the commu-
nity of faith at Messiah. This past month, we received three households at Messiah, including:  

Pastor David and Christine Williamson 

 Brett and Melissa Hormann 

Vona-Jean Douglass 

We welcome these baptized children of God into our mission to help people grow a faith in Jesus 
Christ that works in real life. 

 

Preschool and Childcare News 

“No Winter lasts forever.  No Spring skips its turn.” ~ Hal Borland 

Spring quotes give a sense of hope, especially as Winter seems to have kept its grip on us for a 
little longer than expected. It feels as if Spring is right around the corner! We have had a couple 
wonderful, Spring-like days, so hang in there!  

The Preschool and Childcare students will begin talking about, learning about, and completing 
Spring and Easter activities in the classroom.  We are all looking forward to Spring Break as a time 
of rest and renewal. April brings a time of sunshine, fresh air, and new beginnings! Our classes will 
continue talking about the Spring Season, the Butterfly cycle, Space/Planets, Grandparents Day, 
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WORSHIP, cont. 

CARE & NURTURE 

From the Parish Health Team  

What is it about Spring that makes us want to fling open the drapes, open the windows and clean 
things? Did we make a mess over the winter? Have we all been in our houses for the last year and 
we want to clean things up and move on? 

Whatever has put us in that mode – one of the things we should think about is cleaning and purg-
ing our medicine cabinets. Medicines, including prescription and over the counter (OTC) do not 
last forever. Has your blood pressure medication changed from three years ago? How long have 
you had that bottle of antacid or Tylenol in the med cabinet? Expiration dates are written some-
where on the packaging–yes, the print will be very tiny–but important to look for. The composi-
tion of medications can change over time depending on many factors including heat and humidity. 

Please dispose of unused or expired meds properly. Check with your pharmacist about the proper 
way to dispose of medications. Some can be mixed with kitty litter or coffee grounds but all are 
specific. Your pharmacist will also be able to share information about medication disposal days 
when you may bring meds to a central location for disposal. Please DO NOT flush medications 
down the toilet or throw out with the trash as they may become part of our water system or 
ground soil. 

Pat yourself on the back after cleaning your medicine cabinet to keep you and your family safer. 
Pat yourself even more for getting through the past year and keep up the good practices and im-
parting Grace – we will get to where we need to be! Now get outside in this glorious sunshine and 
start getting in those 10,000 steps. ~~ Your Messiah Parish Nurses 

and Earth Day/Recycling. What a fun-filled, busy month!!! Lastly, our students will have Easter 
pictures.  

FUNDRAISERS: May 1st – Andy’s Knockout Chicken. Come support our Preschool and Childcare 
with a delicious chicken and potatoes lunch! Your support is greatly appreciated :) 

I hope you are able to get out and enjoy the fresh air as the seasons change & the world begins to 
blossom again!  

Caitlin Vance, Preschool and Childcare Director 

Preschool and Childcare Needs 
Antibacterial wipes    Lysol spray    Latex-free gloves    Baby wipes    Paper towels 
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Woman to Woman    April 2021 
 

I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

 
 

1. for your love, support, and guidance during the Covid-19 pandemic. Please heal and restore 
us to good health. $1.00 

2. for you, Lord, who have conquered death for me. 20¢ 

3. for the joy that I have that comes from knowing you. 10¢ 

4. for this glorious Easter Day to celebrate Our Risen Savior! $1.00¢ 

5. for these two hands with which to serve you. 10¢ 

6. for the beauty around us. 5¢ 

7. for giving us hearts of compassion to guide our actions. 10¢ 

8. for your promise to make all things new through Christ. 15¢ 

9. that you are my guide in life. 10¢ 

10. for the 24 hours I have each day. Do I use them for you? 5¢ 

11. for the trees and plants that are beautiful with their blossoms. 5¢ 

12. for all that I have is a gift from you. 10¢ 

13. for the gift of strength to get me through the day. 5¢ 

14. for the patience you offer me to cope with my problems. 10¢ 

15. for the hope of tomorrow with you by my side. 20¢ 

16. for helping to do your will in quiet ways. 5¢ 

17. for the rain you bring to nurture our crops. Thank you for our farmers and the food they  
provide. 10¢ 

18. for the grace you give me as a sinner. Do I offer that opportunity to others? 10¢ 

19. that you died on the cross for my sins that I may have eternal life. 25¢ 

20. for your commandment, Lord, to love one another. 10¢ 

21. for Pastor Tim and our church leaders. Thank you for their faith and guidance during this 
challenging time. 10¢ 

22. for the many blessings you grant us each day. 5¢ 

23. for our missionaries around the world. Give them strength. 10¢ 

24. for the necessary chores I have to do today. Be with me while I do them. 5¢ 

25. for the Bible writers who wrote your story so that I could know it. 10¢ 

26. for my family and friends who give me love and support. 5¢ 

27. for all our health care providers and first responders. God bless them. 20¢ 

28. for the people who surround my life and help me when I need assistance. 10¢ 

29. Thank you for your love, Loving Father, which makes me strong. 10¢ 

30. for enabling me to see the beauty of our world. 10¢ 
 

Bring or send offering to church on Sunday, April 25 
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

Food Bank Outreach 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite Church and Faith Food Pantry. 
Items needed for April are toilet paper, laundry soap, dish soap, toothpaste, peanut butter, jelly, 
rice, and oatmeal. 

 

Spring Rummage Sale is ON! 

The CIA and Pulse groups will be helping to manage and 
organize the Spring Rummage Sale.  Proceeds will be used 
to help fund the Youth Mission trips this summer. Items can 

be dropped off at church starting Sunday, 4/25. We need help with set-up, sorting, pricing, cash-
iers, and clean-up. The sale hours are 9-4 on 4/30 and 9-noon on 5/1. If you need help trans-
porting your donations to church, please contact Dave Beard 760-6878. If you have any questions, 
contact Jaci Beard 437-5981 or Fran Dager 414-5412. Thank you for your donations and support! 

 

Day of Service 

Save the date: August 15, 2021. We will be serving the community around Messiah, doing projects 
at church, and assembling Bags of Grace. 

Church Staff Email Addresses 

Pastor Tim Graham: pastortim@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold: cory@messiahlc.com 
Vicar Dana Stonebraker: dana@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle: stan@messiahlc.com 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries Heidi Kissner: heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, Outreach Ministry Dave Beard: daveb@messiahlc.com 
Director, Preschool and ChildCare Caitlin Vance: caitlin@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers: karla@messiahlc.com 
Newsletter Editor: editor@messiahlc.com 

OPERATIONS 



 

The Messenger       April 2021                      13 

Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Senior Pastor 
Timothy Graham, M. Div. 

 

Vicar 
Dana Stonebraker 

 

Pastor Emeritus 
Carl H. Satre, D.D. 

 

* 
Sunday Services 

9:00 AM 
In person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


