
May 2021 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, 
empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ 
and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, 
fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commis-
sion (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group cen-
tered ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Sunday, May 2: Easter 5 
9:00 am – In-person & Live Stream with Communion 

 

Sunday, May 9: Easter 6, Mother’s Day 
9:00 am – In-person & Live Stream with Communion  

 

Sunday, May 16: Easter 7 
9:00 am – In-person & Live Stream with Communion 

 

Sunday, May 23: Pentecost, Celebration of Women’s Ordination 
9:00 am – In-person & Live Stream with Communion  

 

Sunday, May 30: Holy Trinity Sunday, Memorial Day Weekend 
9:00 am – In-person & Live Stream with Communion  

 

 

SUMMER SCHEDULE CHANGE 
 

Sunday, June 6: 2nd Sunday after Pentecost; Graduation Recognition 
9:00 am – Tony Hickman Chapel w/Communion 

10:30 am – In-person & Live Stream with Communion  
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WORSHIP UPDATES! 

 

The month of April was full of Easter hope including Holy Week services, two 
baptized children, a new family received, and the celebration of Don 
Theurer’s 100th birthday. Here’s some information about upcoming sched-
ules. 

  

CELEBRATIONS IN MAY:  

May 9 – We will acknowledge all women and mothers on Mother’s Day. 

May 16 – On this day, we recognize our 6th students (EDGE group) as they prepare to begin 
CIA (Confirmands In Action).  

May 23 – This is Pentecost Sunday. In addition, we will recognize the 50th Anniversary of 
Women’s Ordination in the ELCA. Our guest preacher for the day is Rev. Caroline Satre.  

 

SUMMER SCHEDULE CHANGE: 

Beginning Sunday, June 6th , through Sunday, September 5th, our worship schedule will be the 
following: 

9:00 am, Tony Hickman Chapel (Outside), with Communion (bring your own lawn chair) 

10:30 am, In-person & Livestream with Communion 

After Labor Day weekend, on Sunday, September 12th, our plan is to resume to our “pre-Covid” 
schedule with a traditional and a contemporary service.  

 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN & BUILDING NEWS:  

We continually progress forward with this work. As of Sunday, April 25th, we have received 
$552,000 of the $921,000 pledged, and our Building Fund is at $702,000! Friends, that is truly 
remarkable! Thank you for your continued generosity as we continue to help people grow a 
faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life! 

Also, small meetings continue to happen with Design Collaborative. We have had two recent 
meetings to 1) continue affirming the scope of the project to make certain the architectural de-
signs address our plans, and 2) look at some basic interior design options for finishes.  
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We are still a bit of time away from any contractual bidding at this point. We hope to firm up 
design plans in the month of May. Bidding will likely happen in July. Please keep praying for Mes-
siah as this journey unfolds.  

May God’s Spirit continue to inspire and lead us forward to share love of Christ with all.  

In Christ’s love,  

Pr. Tim Graham 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS @ MESSIAH 

We give thanks to God for the opportunity to welcome new persons and families into the com-
munity of faith at Messiah. This past month, we received the Hovey household:   

Devin McMahon and Ashley Ely, Parents 
Paige Ann Marie McMahon (baptized) 

Ethan Hovey and  
Elijah Michael Hovey (baptized) 

We welcome these baptized children of God into our mission to help people grow a faith in Jesus 
Christ that works in real life. 
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Let Alleluias Ring! 

“Christ is risen. Alleluia!” This familiar refrain marks our worship 
not only on Easter Sunday but on all the Sundays of Easter. We are 
in the middle of the Great Fifty Days, the “week of weeks,” in which 
we celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord. This great celebration 
finally concludes on Pentecost, May 23, when we recall the coming 
of the Holy Spirit to the early church, who became the body of the 
living Lord.  

 In the first weeks of May we continue to celebrate the Resurrection, although the 
spirit of celebration may not be quite as strong as it was on Easter Sunday. We hope 
and pray, however, that the Spirit of the Risen One will continue to bring peace and 
joy to your hearts. If there is any way that we in the church office can be of service to 
you during this time, please give us a call.  

 On May 23 we will celebrate not only Pentecost but also the fiftieth anniversary 
of the Ordination of Women in the Lutheran Church. Vicar Dana and other women of 
our congregation will lead our worship that morning, and Tehillah, a group of local 
women, will lead our music. We promise you that this will be a special occasion and 
encourage you to attend or tune in to the live stream. 

 Finally, we want to remind you that throughout the month of May we will contin-
ue to have only one service. It will be at 9:00 a.m. and will be both in person and live 
streamed. Beginning in June we will have two services, one outdoors and one in-
doors. Times for these services will be announced as soon as plans are finalized. 

Peace be with you all. Go and spread the good news!  

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s ministry of worship and music, 

Stan Engle 
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Sunday School in May 

At this time Journey Sunday School will not be meeting in person.  Please join us as we finish up 
our ‘Super Heroes of the Bible’ series on Sundays for our JAM Time Kids Talk.  Videos will be 
posted on Facebook and under “videos” on our website, www.messiahlc.com.  Since September 
we have been featuring a new “super hero” of the Bible each Sunday.  And we are learning that 
whether our powers are big or small, they all add up to a life that honors God and allows us to 
help make a difference.  Join us on our journey to learn about some of the greatest superpowers 
in the Bible and how to find our own superpower with God! 

 

VBS 2021 – Concrete and Cranes! 

Join us in Concrete & Cranes VBS as we show kids the foundation of faith 
is built to last by building on the Love of Jesus!  VBS will be held Monday-
Thursday, July 19 – 22, 6:00-8:00 PM. Monday through Wednesday will 
be normal VBS rotations of games, science and Bible study/missions.  On 
Thursday everyone is welcome as the kids celebrate the week with clos-
ing celebrations beginning at 6:00 PM in the Sanctuary.  Following closing 
celebrations there will be a cookout and Messiah Ministry Fair in Satre 
Hall.  During VBS, Bible stories of love, forgiveness and resurrection pave 

the way as kids discover that He who began a good work will be faithful to carry it on to comple-
tion. Please prayerfully consider volunteering to continue to make this ministry a success for the 
children at Messiah and our community! If you are interested in volunteering or have questions, 
contact Heidi, heidijokissner@gmail.com. 

 

6th Grade Recognition Sunday, May 16 

The Journey at Messiah has been honored to have had the privilege to partner with you in build-
ing a foundation for your students’ faith.  The time has gone quickly and it is time for your stu-
dents to transition from Journey to CIA (Confirmands in Action).   

Please join us on Sunday, May 16, as we honor and recognize our 6th grade students and their 
“graduation” from Journey.   

If you are a parent of a 6th grade student we request your presence with your child at this ser-
vice as we will reaffirm the vows given at baptism and celebrate them! 

GROWTH & LEARNING 
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Graduation Celebration June 6 

If you have a student graduating from high school, college, grad school, vocational school….we will be 
having a recognition service on Sunday, June 6, during the 10:30 service.  Please email Heidi, hei-
dijokissner@gmail.com, with pictures (3-4) of  your student, where they are graduating from, any 
honors and acknowledgements and future plans, by June 1.  Please include any pictures of activities 
your students participated in!   

We will also have a Drive-By Party to recognize, celebrate, and honor our 2021 graduates in between 
the 9:00 outdoor service and the 10:30 service with blessings and recognition for graduates.  

9:00 AM –  graduates to meet in church parking lot and line up along sidewalk  

9:30-10:15 AM – Drive by party!  Let’s celebrate our graduates!! 

 

PULSE 2021 Mission Trip — Save the Date, June 25-July 1 

This summer, youth in grades 8-12 (2020-2021 school year), will be going on a local mission trip Fri-
day evening, June 25 – Thursday morning,  July 1, in downtown Fort Wayne, Indiana!!  It is important 
to give back to your community and to see that there are people and places in our own backyards 
that need our time, services, and faith, as well as across the states and globe.  We will be staying 
downtown as well as volunteering at the Charis House and St. Johns…and we may throw in a little 
fun, too!  There will fundraising opportunities with the rummage sale in April.   More details on costs, 
logistics of housing, and specifics on volunteer opportunities for the youth will be forthcoming…
please watch your emails.   

 

Fort Wayne Mission Trip 2021 – ADULT HELPERS NEEDED 

Interested in helping with the PULSE 2021 Fort Wayne Mission Trip?  We are looking for adults (21 
and older) who are willing to help with the mission trip in various capacities.  If you are willing to 
chaperone the week, or help out for an afternoon or an evening overnight, please contact Heidi.  We 
will work with your schedule and availability!! We have 3 evenings we need dinner provided.  If you 
are interested in helping in any capacity, please let Heidi know.    

 

Student Ministries Calendar 

EDGE 
Sunday, May 16, 9 am service:  6th Grade Recognition 
Friday, May 21, 7-10 pm:  Movie Night at Youth House 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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CIA 
Week of May 2: Small Groups – “Feeling Good” (Self-acceptance/love) 

Tuesday, May 4, 6-7 pm:  PT and Kayla 
Wednesday, May 5, 6:30-8:00 pm:  Sabos 

 

Wednesday May 12, 6:00 pm:   
Zoom Lesson: Lord’s Prayer:  Temptation, Trial and Deliverance – V. Dana 
Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86290161985 
Read: Luke 4.1-13, 1 Corinthians 10.12-13, Hebrews 4.14-16 

 

Wednesday, May 19:  End of Year Celebration - TBD 
 
PULSE 

Sunday, May 2, 4-6 pm:  Youth House  
Sunday, May 9 – Happy Mother’s Day, NO PULSE 
Sunday, May 16, 4-6 pm:  Youth House 
Sunday, May 23, 4 pm: PULSE end of year cookout: Youth House 
Sunday, May 30 – Happy Memorial Day Weekend – NO PULSE 

 

Preschool and Childcare News 

Ask the LORD for rain in the springtime; it is the LORD who sends the thunderstorms. He gives show-
ers of rain to all people, and plants of the field to everyone. Zechariah 10:1 

I think, maybe, Spring has sprung! I stated last month that April brings a time of sunshine, fresh air, 
and new beginnings, but it seems Winter has kept its hold on us! We are READY for sunshine and 
warm weather!  

The month of May brings the bittersweet end to another Preschool school year as we send off our 
big, Kindergarten-ready students :(   We are excited to see where life may take Messiah Lutheran 
Preschool and Childcare students! We will celebrate our students’ achievements with a Graduation 
ceremony on May 19th and 20th. We will begin our Summer session on Wednesday, May 26th as we 
gear up for a fun-filled SUMMER with picnics, water-play days, and SUNSHINE! 

Be sure to follow Messiah Lutheran Preschool and Childcare on FACEBOOK for pictures and updates 
on daily activities and learning fun!!!  

Stay safe & healthy! 

Caitlin Vance, Preschool and Childcare Director 

Preschool and Childcare Needs 

• Non-latex, Vinyl gloves    • Paper bowls    • 5 oz Paper/Foam cups    • Baby wipes    • Antibacte-
rial wipes 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86290161985
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CARE & NURTURE 

From the Parish Health Team  

We know that it has been a long winter.  We know that it has been a long year.  We all are feel-
ing a little pale and droopy.  We also know that many of you are thinking about sunshine, warm 
beaches, summer bike rides to the park for a picnic with family and friends and generally getting 
back to our lives!  We are thinking that we want to look healthy and tan when we meet those 
friends and family – so maybe we should go to a tanning bed because we feel better and even 
thinner when we are tan. 

Tanning beds, although quicker than the sunlight, are NO safer.  They are in fact more dangerous 
because of the higher intensity and they reach a deeper level of skin.  Overexposure to ultravio-
let light is the cause of skin cancer, including some forms of melanoma.  Indoor tanners are 74% 
more likely to develop melanoma (a form of skin cancer) than those who have never tanned in-
doors. 

While skin cancer has been associated with severe sunburns, moderate tanning can also produce 
the same effects.  The number of skin cancer cases has been rising steadily over the past several 
years with way over a million new cases being diagnosed every year in the United States.  The 
incidence of skin cancer increases over a period of years as damage to the skin accumulates.  
Unfortunately, since the damage is not immediately visible, many are often unaware of the dan-
ger and damage being done.  The cumulative damage done by UV (ultraviolet) radiation can lead 
to premature skin aging such as wrinkles and brown spots and…skin cancer.  Overexposure to UV 
light can also damage your immune system and eyes. 

The Food and Drug Administration and the CDC encourage us to avoid using tanning beds as well 
as other artificial tanning methods.  Tanning pills contain a color additive – while approved for 
coloring food – in a much larger amount that may be harmful.  Tanning makeup is put on the 
skin to make it appear tan and may come off with soap and water or may need to wear off.  
These products do not contain sunscreen and will not protect you from the sun. 

Certain medications can also increase the risk of using a tanning bed or being in the sun, includ-
ing antihistamines, some antibiotics, tranquilizers, and others. 

There are ways to protect yourself including using sunscreen with at least SPF 15 and higher 
(they even make SPF 100 now) on all exposed skin (especially eyelids, nose, ears, neck, hands, 
and feet).  Reapply often, especially if swimming.  Wearing a hat and sunglasses that can block 
99-100% of the sun’s rays are also a necessity---for your babies and children as well. 

Play it safe as you get out there and enjoy God’s creation!  ~~~Your Messiah Parish Nurses 
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Woman to Woman    May 2021 
 

I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. for this new month in which to serve you. 10¢ 
2. that I know you and my blessings. I pray for those who don’t know you. 5¢ 
3. for the fact that you are with me always. 10¢ 
4. for your steadfastness and guidance in our lives. 10¢ 
5. for all the healthcare workers, grocery and food employees, truck drivers, first responders, 

fire and police men and women, and all essential workers offering help during the Covid 19 
crisis.  May God bless them for their service. 25¢ 

6. for acts of kindness from family and friends. 5¢ 
7. for guiding me to live according to your word. 20¢ 
8. for the blessings you have bestowed on me. 10¢ 
9. for our mothers whom we remember or honor today for their love, care, and concern for 

us. May God be with them. 50¢ 
10. for sending us Jesus, our Lord and King. 15¢ 
11. for your faithfulness to us always. 5¢ 
12. for Pastor Tim, Vicar Dana, and church staff for their leadership and service to Messiah. 20¢ 
13. for our trust in your steadfast love and praise your holy name. 10¢ 
14. for our trust in you to direct our lives, through Christ. 10¢ 
15. for the beautiful flowers and new life in nature. 10¢ 
16. for the peace that passes understanding. 5¢ 
17. for God’s hope and promise through every chance and challenge in life. 15¢ 
18. for the telephone and all devices making communication easy. 10¢ 
19. for giving us faith to hold us steady and sure when our lives are troubled. 5¢ 
20. for Christ’s prayers that we may be one in Him. 10¢ 
21. that you stir me to do YOUR will, not mine. 10¢ 
22. for us to know and experience your truth, in Christ our Lord. 25¢ 
23. for our children, our hope for the future. 10¢ 
24. for being our guide to God’s truths for this world. 25¢ 
25. for those in need of healing and strength facing life’s challenges. 10¢  
26. for the Holy Spirit to work through us to minister to others. 20¢ 
27. for restoring those people who were ill during the virus to good health. 10¢ 
28. for patience in waiting for answers to prayers that God will give in His time. 10¢ 
29. for giving us hope in you to meet life’s challenges. 25¢ 
30. for the gift of contentment. Help me to practice it. 10¢ 
31. for this Memorial Day to remember our veterans who died in service to our country so that 

we may live in freedom to worship you, Lord.  $1.00 
 

(Please bring or send offering to church on May 31) 
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

Food Bank Outreach 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite Church and Faith Food Pan-
try. Items needed for this month are canned fruit, canned soup, crackers, tuna, pasta, mac & 
cheese, and feminine products. 

 

Day of Service 

Save the date: August 15, 2021. We will be serving the community around Messiah, doing pro-
jects at church, and assembling Bags of Grace. 

Church Staff Email Addresses 

Pastor Tim Graham: pastortim@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold: cory@messiahlc.com 
Vicar Dana Stonebraker: dana@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle: stan@messiahlc.com 
Children, Youth, and Family Ministries Heidi Kissner: heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, Outreach Ministry Dave Beard: daveb@messiahlc.com 
Director, Preschool and ChildCare Caitlin Vance: caitlin@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers: karla@messiahlc.com 
Newsletter Editor: editor@messiahlc.com 

OPERATIONS 
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compas-
sion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with 
young children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can 
meet the needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding 
the church.  It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the 
lifeblood and future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and in-
clusion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at 
congregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing re-
tirement and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. 
The skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Senior Pastor 
Timothy Graham, M. Div. 

 

Vicar 
Dana Stonebraker 

 

Pastor Emeritus 
Carl H. Satre, D.D. 

 

* 
Sunday Services 

9:00 AM 
In person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


