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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Saturday, October 2: Pet Blessings, Tony Hickman Chapel, 10:00 AM 
 

Sunday, October 3: Pentecost 19 – Both Services Indoors 
 9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 

10:30 AM –Contemporary w/Communion  
 

Sunday, October 10: Pentecost 20 – JJ Weeks Leads Worship 
9:00 AM – w/Communion 
10:30 AM – w/Communion  
 

Sunday, October 17: Pentecost 21 
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM –Contemporary w/Communion 
6:00 PM – Remembrance Service of Pregnancy, Infant, and Child Loss 
 

Sunday, October 24: Pentecost 22 
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM –Contemporary w/Communion 
 

Sunday, October 31 – Pentecost 23 & Reformation Sunday 
 9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM –Contemporary w/Communion 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday, November 14 – Messiah Annual Congregational Meeting  
(ONE 10:00 AM service) 
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PR. TIM UPDATES! 

WORSHIP NEWS 

We’re back (sort of)! That’s right, in October, we return to a familiar 
indoor worship schedule… 9:00 AM Traditional service and 10:30 AM 
Contemporary service. In fact, I am going to even wear my robe at the 
Traditional service!!!   Lol  

To be certain, the outdoor service was simply wonderful, and I will miss it. We enjoyed 
some beautiful weather throughout the summer season with only ONE rain day! Looking 
forward to returning to it again next summer! 

MASKS – We will continue to recommend all persons wear masks to indoor worship ser-
vices as the Covid-10 pandemic continues. Should the local or state government require 
mask mandates, of course, Messiah will abide by such guidelines. We encourage all eligi-
ble persons, ages 12 and up, to get vaccinated, if possible, for the benefit of the individual 
and our neighbor.  

BUILDING NEWS 

We are excited to announce that Messiah’s Building Team has selected Schenkel Con-
struction as the general contractor for Messiah’s project. Furthermore, the team has re-
fined the scope based on the proposal we received. The initial proposals from all three 
bidding contractors arrived much higher than we anticipated, even from the projections 
this past summer.  

To be clear, the rising costs of materials and labor made a significant impact, and as a re-
sult, the scope needed to be adjusted. As of now, the project involves everything we have 
planned except the sanctuary renovations. Of course, the building envelope, from the 
roof to the parking lot, as well as the mechanical work of the heating and cooling, are the 
major priorities.  

In addition, the plan includes renovated bathrooms, a new bathroom for the childcare, a 
new family restroom, a coffee bar and welcome center, classroom renovations, and floor-
ing and lighting throughout most of the building. These aspects are critical to our $300k 
matching grant from the Lutheran Foundation. The only work being done in the sanctuary 
will be lighting improvements.  

That being said, the cost will be $1,756,000. That’s a big number and it contains a 
$150,000 contingency amount. Currently, our funding includes the following: 



 

The Messenger       October 2021            5 

 
Building Fund Pledges    1,100,000 
Savings          200,000 
The Lutheran Foundation Grant    300,000 

Total   1,600,000 

That total covers the cost, with the exception of the contingency. The next step involves 
the Building Team sending this proposal to the Finance Team for approval. From there, 
the Finance Team will send this to the Board of Directors for final approval. We hope that 
this project, at least the roof, can still begin this year.  

Finally! It looks as if our hard work and commitment will come to fruition. Thank you for 
your prayerful financial commitment to this work. Thank you for your continued generosi-
ty for Our Story, Our Song campaign, and for the glory of God! 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Exciting news for Messiah’s Childcare and Preschool. Paths to Quality recommended our 
program be moved to Level 3!!!  Level 3 programs have demonstrated the knowledge and 
skill necessary for planning appropriate activities and opportunities that lead children to-
ward school readiness. 

Furthermore, Level 3 programs have made a significant investment in the professional de-
velopment of the staff, and they incorporate family and staff input into the program. This 
certification brings more prestige and the ability to raise rates and is only attainable when 
at least 50% of the staff have a certificate or degree in childcare. Very impressive work!!! 

The new school year began on August 30th. The total student enrollment is 65. That total 
contains 40 children for childcare, 38 of which are full-time. In addition, we have 25 stu-
dents that are preschool only. That is a significant shift to childcare in recent years. For 
example, in 2015, the year before we began childcare, our preschool enrollment was 48 
students!  

The Childcare and Preschool is looking forward to the building upgrades, which will in-
clude sinks in several of the rooms. This will allow for our childcare to receive infants 
(6wks) and toddlers into our care. Not only will that shift Messiah’s brand completely to 
childcare, but it will likely fill our registration to capacity because the demand for such 
care is so high. Exciting things to come for Messiah ministry! 

May God’s Spirit continue to inspire and lead us forward to share the love of Christ with 
all.  

In Christ’s love, Pr. Tim Graham 
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Get back into the groove 

A number of activities have already resumed this fall, but sever-
al other changes are coming up in October. Here’s a look at 
what is planned, so mark your calendars. 

Service times: We will continue to meet for Sunday morning 
worship at 9:00 and 10:30, but some things have changed. Both 
services will be in the sanctuary. The first service will be tradi-

tional, led by organ and choir, and the second will be a praise service, led by 
Isaiah’s Vision praise band. 

Music opportunities: Sanctuary Choir and handbells are resuming. If you would 
like to participate in either of these ensembles, please call or text me (260-249-
8022) or send me an email (stan@messiahlc.com).  

Special services: We will have a Pet Blessing service on Saturday, October 2, at 
10:00 a.m. Bring your dogs and cats (or any other beloved pet) to receive a 
blessing. On Sunday, October 17, there will be a Service of Remembrance for 
unborn children, infants, or children of any age who have died. We pray that 
this time of remembrance will help bring healing and comfort to those who 
grieve the loss of a young loved one. The service will be held at 6:00 p.m. 

Stewardship Sundays: Each Sunday morning service in October will focus on 
some aspect of our stewardship of money, talents, and time. We hope that you 
can come each week to hear what God desires of you. 

 

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s ministry of worship and music, 

      Stan Engle 

 

mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
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Worship with JJ Weeks  

Sunday, October 10, 2021, JJ Weeks will join us in worship and lead music for both wor-
ship services. It will be an amazing morning of worshipping Jesus together.  Don’t miss it! 
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Journey At Messiah (JAM)   

In September we continued visiting our Superheroes of the Bible!  We learned about    
Adam and Eve and Noah’s superpowers, and in October we find out about Abraham,    
Moses, Joseph, and Ruth & Naomi. 

This year we are also requesting an online registration.  This just assures we have each 
student’s most up to date contact information as well as any allergy and emergency infor-
mation.  The link to this registration will be in your emails.  If you do not currently get 
these emails and would like to register a student, please contact Heidi and she can get 
that link to you!  We are super excited to get back to our Sundays with the kids! 

 

Trunk or Treating – Reversed! 

On Saturday evening, October 23, at 6:30 PM, families are invited to reserve a parking 
spot and join us as we celebrate fall with a reverse trunk or treating.  Families will get a 
parking spot upon reservation (one parking spot per family).  Families can either decorate 
their trunk or just hang in their chairs as WE COME TO YOU and hand out treats!  Then 
starting between 7:00 and 7:15 PM we will show “It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown” 
on an outdoor screen!  You can register at the following link:  https://forms.gle/
dbTTDXLSMD3WacQD9.  There is no cost to this event, but we are collecting nonperisha-
ble food items for Associated Churches.  Families that have registered can set up their 
parking spot at 6:00 PM.  We will begin walking around handing out treats at 6:30 PM and 
the movie will begin around 7:00 PM.  Looking to participate and help?  We need a lot of 
folks to walk around and hand out candy and treats to the kids!  Let Heidi know!  Candy 
donations are very much appreciated! 

 

Pulse October 2021 

PULSE is our youth group for those students entering grades 9-12, Fall 2021.  Currently we 
are meeting on Sundays 4:30-6:30 PM at the Youth House where we have a light dinner, 
catch up on things, and have some Bible centered discussions based on topics the youth 
would like discussed in a safe, small group setting.  Watch for Heidi’s weekly emails with 
calendar updates and reminders.   

GROWTH & LEARNING 
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GROWTH & LEARNING 

This year we are also requesting an online registration.  This just assures we have each 
student’s most up to date contact information as well as any allergy and emergency infor-
mation.  The link to this registration will be in your emails.  If you do not currently get 
these emails and would like to register a student, please contact Heidi and she can get 
that link to you!  We are super excited to get back to our Sunday evenings with the kids! 

Please watch for a dinner menu and signups from Lindsay Goodin to help with the PULSE 
meals this fall!   

Haunted House Sunday, October 24, 6:30 PM!  Tickets are $10 per person and include 
both the Haunted House and the Black Forest.  Meet at the gate at 6:30 PM.  Pickup at 
9:00 PM. 

No PULSE on Sunday, October 31 — HAPPY HALLOWEEN!! 

 

CIA October 2021  

CIA is our youth group for those students entering grades 7-8, Fall 2021. CIA stands for 
Confirmation in Action; we call it this because these are the years when the kids go 
through Confirmation classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the Fall of their Fresh-
man year.   

Confirmation classes meet on Wednesday evenings at our Youth House 7:00-8:30 PM.  
We take the first 10-15 minutes of class to get snacks & drinks and hang out a little bit, 
then do a large group study, then break out into small groups for more in-depth discus-
sion on how we can apply what we learned in everyday life. You can choose to attend the 
classes with no commitment to get confirmed.  Pastor Tim leads confirmation classes 
along with John & Cindy Sabo and Craig & Shelly Musolf. 

CIA will be meeting at the Youth House on Sundays, October 3 and 17, 12:00-1:30 PM for 
lunch and fun. 

CIA Fall Lock-In Friday, October 8 – Saturday, October 9.  We will meet at church at 8:00 
PM and drive to the Haunted House.  We will need drivers for this and brave souls to go 
through with the kids.  Help is very much appreciated!  Cost is $10 per student and in-
cludes Haunted House & Black Forest admission and the Lock-in.  Please have the stu-
dents bring a snack and any movies they may want to share, as well as a pillow, blanket, 
and comfy clothes.  They will also need money if they want to buy anything at the conces-
sion stands at the Haunted House.  Please pick your children up Saturday morning at 7:00 
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
AM.  Please RSVP for planning, food, and transportation purposes.  Contact Heidi with any 
questions at heidijokissner@gmail.com. 

This year we are also requesting an online registration.  This just assures we have each 
student’s most up to date contact information as well as any allergy and emergency infor-
mation.  The link to this registration will be in your emails.  If you do not currently get 
these emails and would like to register a student, please contact Heidi and she can get 
that link to you!    

 

EDGE Fall 2021 

EDGE is our youth group for those students entering grades 5-6, Fall 2021.  Why EDGE?  
Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers!  EDGE is still 
part of our Journey (children’s Sunday School program) and will have their own Bible 
study on Sundays during the second service, at 10:30 AM, in the Community Room. 

We will be meeting Sundays, October 10 and 24, 12:00-1:30 PM at the Youth House for a 
light lunch and to hang out. 

EDGE Corn Maze and Fall Lock-in October 22-October 23. On October 22 we will be 
meeting at Messiah at 6:00 PM and head up to the Waterloo Corn Maze.  Afterwards we 
will be coming back to Messiah for our Fall Lock-in!  Although we usually encourage the 
kids to bring a friend to all youth events, we ask for the Fall Lock-in that they just bring 
themselves.  This gives us all a chance to get to know each other a little better. Cost is 
$10/student and includes admission to Corn Maze & Hayride, and the lock-in.  Please have 
the students bring a snack and any movies they may want to share, as well as a pillow, 
blanket, and comfy clothes.  There is a concession area at the Corn Maze – the kids will be 
responsible for their concession purchases. Please pick your children up Saturday morning 
at 7:00 AM.  Please RSVP for planning, food, and transportation purposes.  Contact Heidi 
with any questions at heidijokissner@gmail.com. 

This year we are also requesting an online registration.  This just assures we have each 
student’s most up to date contact information as well as any allergy and emergency infor-
mation.  The link to this registration will be in your emails.  If you do not currently get 
these emails and would like to register a student, please contact Heidi and she can get 
that link to you!    

mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
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PULSE Mission Trip 

We are heading to Mexico in 2022!  We are taking our PULSE youth to Baja Pescadero, 
MX, for our international mission trip June 25-July 2, 2022!  This is for high school stu-
dents CURRENTLY in grades 9-12 and college students.  We have 35 spots currently open. 
Those that were signed up for our 2020 Costa Rica trip have priority until October 20, 
then it's open season! Our first fundraiser is coming up on Sunday, November 14, with the 
Omelet Breakfast!  Please contact Heidi for estimated costs and trip details,                    
heidijokissner@gmail.com 

 

CIA Mission Trip 

We are taking our CIA students and heading to the Steel City, Pittsburgh, PA!  We will be 
leaving Sunday morning, July 17, and returning Friday evening, July 22.  This is for stu-
dents CURRENTLY in grades 6-8.  Please contact Heidi for trip costs and travel details,    
heidijokissner@gmail.com. 

 

Messiah Youth Ministry at a glance 

Watch emails and Messenger for student ministry information.  If you know a student 
that would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let Heidi know at                 
heidijokissner@gmail.com.  Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through 
emails also. 

 

PULSE 
Sunday, October 3 – Youth House, 4:30-6:30 PM, $2 
Sunday, October 10 – Youth House, 4:30-6:30 PM, $2 
Sunday, October 17 – Youth House, 4:30-6:30 PM, $2 
Sunday, October 24 – Haunted House, 6:30 PM, $10 
Sunday, October 31 – NO PULSE – HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 

 
 
 

mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
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CIA 
Sunday, October 3 – CIA Hangout, Youth House, 12:00-1:30 PM, $2 
Wednesday, October 6 – Confirmation Class, Youth House, 7:00-8:30 PM 
Friday, October 8 – Haunted House and Lock-in, 8:00 PM- Saturday, October 9, 7:00 

AM  
Wednesday, October 13 – Confirmation Class, Youth House, 7:00-8:30 PM 
Sunday, October 17 – CIA Hangout, Youth House, 12:00-1:30 PM 
Wednesday, October 20 – Confirmation Class, Youth House, 7:00-8:30 PM 
Saturday, October 23 – Trunk or Treating, 6:30 PM 
Wednesday, October 27 – Confirmation Class, Youth House, 7:00-8:30 PM  

 

EDGE 
Sunday, October 3 – Bible Study, Community Room, 10:30-11:30 AM  
Sunday, October 10 – Bible Study, Community Room, 10:30-11:30 AM  
Sunday, October 17 – Bible Study, Community Room, 10:30-11:30 AM 
Friday, October 22 – Corn Maze and Lock-in, 8:00 PM- Saturday, October 9, 7:00 AM   
Saturday, October 23 –Trunk or Treating, 6:30 PM 
Sunday, October 24 – Bible Study, Community Room, 10:30-11:30 AM 
Sunday, October 31– Bible Study, Community Room, 10:30-11:30 AM 

 

Messiah Bible Studies 
Here is a list of groups with their current topics. 

Tuesday Quest at 9:00 AM. Topic: Upcoming Sundays readings 

Wednesdays at 10:00 AM. Topic: “The Apostles’ Creed”  

Thursdays at 10:00 AM. Topic: “Proverbs”  

Thursdays at 6:30 PM. Pr. Dave Williamson is leading this study on the book “Love 
Without Limits.”  

 

NO EXPERIENCE OR PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY! If you have an interest in deep-
ening your faith and understanding, please prayerfully consider joining us. Please send an 
email to pastortim.messiah@gmail.com.  

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

mailto:pastortim.messiah@gmail.com
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Preschool and Childcare News 

"Winter is an etching, spring a watercolor, summer an oil painting, and autumn a mosaic 
of them all."  - Stanley Horowitz  

Fall is my favorite season! The crisp air, long sleeves & sweatshirts, the buzz of the upcom-
ing Holidays, and the marvelous way that nature changes are all WONDERFUL to me! Pre-
school is in full swing, and our students are enjoying all the Fall crafts, activities, and learn-
ing in the classroom.  

Along with their academics, they have been learning about themselves and their peers, 
Apples, and will enjoy their time as they go on the Annual Messiah Lutheran Bear Hunt!   

Fall is such a good time to share the majesty of God’s creation, and the way He created 
everything in nature to change.  The kids are all having fun taking nature walks to discover 
the outdoors.  

October is a busy month for the Preschool and Childcare, as we begin our FIRST FUND-
RAISER of the school year!!  This is an ONLINE BROCHURE fundraiser!!!   

To order:  

- Go to www.fundraisingshoppingcart.com 

- Click green “SHOP ONLINE” button 

- Type in Messiah Lutheran Preschool’s ID number: 00844389 

- Add the items desired to the cart & check out! 

*** You can also check our Facebook page for instructions as well! 

Thank you for your support of the Preschool and Childcare! – Caitlin Vance, Director 

 

Preschool and Childcare Needs 
Paper bowls 

6 oz foam/paper cups 

Baby Wipes 

Paper Towels 

Kleenex  

http://www.fundraisingshoppingcart.com
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Come join us in Satre Hall before church on November 
14 for an Omelet breakfast fundraiser for the PULSE mis-
sion trip in June of 2022 to Pescadero, Mexico!! Those 
going on the trip will be cooking and serving omelets, 
sausage, and donuts from 9:00 AM to 9:45 AM. All dona-
tions raised will help fund the students' travel costs for 

our mission trip to Pescadero, June 25-July 2, 2022. After breakfast, come worship with us 
at 10:00 AM in the Sanctuary! Then stay for the Congregational Meeting to follow. Ques-
tions on the breakfast, contact Heidi, heidijokissner@gmail.com. 

 

 

Congratulations 

Class of 2021 

Confirmands: 

Kyle Robert Diers 

Brayden Ross Ealing 

Gabrielle Cecelia Knapke 

Corbin Jacob Ort 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
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CARE & NURTURE 

Keeping Well—from your Parish Nurses 

So much has happened in the last 18 months we must remember the daily things to stay 
safe and healthy: 

 Eating a healthy diet with plenty of fruits and vegetables to round out our diet.  Don’t 
forget the water to stay hydrated.  You need water during the cooler months as well.  
Side benefit- zero calories in water!! 

 Exercise – keep those muscles toned.  You need to keep active to stay active down the 
road.  It can be as simple as walking from one end of the house to the other several 
times a day.  It isn’t always a bad thing that we forget why we entered a room, and 
have to retrace our steps in an effort to try and remember why we were going there in 
the first place.  Look at the extra steps you are able to chalk up.  

 Take your medications as prescribed.  Take your blood pressure medication regularly 
to keep it under control as well as watching salt in your diet.  Diabetics also need to 
take their medications regularly to keep their blood sugar under control.  Also check 
your blood sugar as prescribed by your doctor. And don’t forget those regular check-
ups.  

 Check for problem areas where accidents in the home can occur.  If you keep tangling 
your feet in the throw rug every time you walk on it, maybe it is time it was removed 
entirely. If the bathtub or shower is slippery, using a non-slip mat can be helpful.  
Place your sharp silverware – knives and forks- sharp side down in the dish drainer 
after washing. Also watch those cords on vacuums, lamps and other electronic devices 
that can entangle your feet.  Power tools – need I say more.  Don’t forget the googles 
to protect your eyes from flying debris when using said power tools.  The main goal is 
to avoid an injury that is not only uncomfortable, but could entail a trip to the emer-
gency room.   

We want you to stay safe and healthy.  We look forward to seeing your smiling eyes.  

Of course we cannot close without our constant reminder – wash your hands! If no soap 
and water is available – use hand sanitizer.  
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Woman to Woman    October 2021 
I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

 

1. that I have this new day to praise your name and I pray for those who don’t know you. 10¢ 
2. that I can pay my bills, and I pray for those who can’t. 10¢ 
3. that I can worship today at Messiah and give thanks to our Lord for his many blessings. 25¢ 
4. for our pets that offer us love and companionship. Bless them! 20¢ 
5. for all the beauty of the turning leaves and thank God for creating nature’s beauty. 10¢ 
6. for your love and comfort to all who have experienced Covid 19 illnesses or natural disasters. 

25¢ 
7. for the leaves to rake and reminding me of how they cooled the house past summer. 10¢ 
8. for these legs. Lead them where you will. 10¢ 
9. for the safe shelter you provide for me, through Christ. 20¢ 
10. for people who gave their lives for their faith in you. 15¢ 
11. for Pastor Tim and staff and the ministry they devote to God and Messiah Church. 25¢ 
12. for our children; our hope for the future. 5¢ 
13. for opening our hearts to hear of your Word in devotions. 10¢ 
14. for those who volunteer at church in many capacities. Thank them for their service. 10¢ 
15. for gathering all of our prayers into the grace of Christ’s love. 20¢ 
16. for helping us copy the good we see in you, and forgive us when we fail. 10¢ 
17. for forgiveness and restoration. 20¢ 
18. for all of my communication devices I have, and I give ten cents for each one. ???? 
19. for the colorful beauty around me. Help me to appreciate it. 5¢ 
20. for giving us courage to live in your way of love, service and generosity. 25¢ 
21. for our families who love and support us. 10¢ 
22. for helping us to remember that serving you is not a chore. 5¢ 
23. that you help me to leave the worrying to you and to maintain trust in your will. 10¢ 
24. for the sun that shines reminding us of your glory! 25¢ 
25. for instilling in us the power of prayer through your love and guidance. 10¢ 
26. for my health and I pray for healing for those who need your love and care. 10¢ 
27. for helping us care for the strangers among us in any capacity. 10¢ 
28. for prayer and I pray that you guide me in using it. 5¢ 
29. for the extra strength you give me to use in difficult times. 10¢ 
30. for Martin Luther, who bravely stood up for what he thought was right. 25¢ 
31. for God’s knowledge and love of us despite hiding our flaws and imperfections behind masks 

and costumes. 25¢ 
 
Please bring offering to church last Sunday of month — October 31 
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

Food Bank Outreach 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite Church and Faith Food 
Pantry. Items requested this month are pancake mix, syrup, cereal, canned meats, boxed 
dinners, pasta sauce, and dry beans. 

 

Thrivent Action Team Fundraiser 

Thrivent is supporting an Action Team Fundraiser at Smith Field Airport on October 9.       
A Fly-In, Drive-In, Cruise-In Chili Lunch will be at Historic Hangar 2, 426 W. Ludwig Rd.; 
11:00 AM-2:00 PM; free will donation. Proceeds support the Youth Aviation Training 
Scholarship program. Come see the planes and old cars, and enjoy a bowl of chili with all 
the “fixings.”  EAA2.org   

 

Cold Kids  

Winter is just around the corner, so once again it's time to collect hats, gloves, scarves, 
and fleece fabric (1/2 yd or more) for elementary schools in the FWCS district. Please 
place any donations in the  Cold Kids box in Satre Hall. For any questions, contact Char 
Marker (bcwmarker@aol.com). Thank you so much for your generosity!  

 

Messiah Quilters 

If you know what fabric is, this is for you! Beginning October 7 we will be sewing every 
Thursday, 9:00 AM-12 Noon in the Narthex. No special skills are needed as we have jobs 
for everyone! We would love to have you join us! 

 

 

 

mailto:EAA@.org
mailto:bcwmarker@aol.com


18          October 2021       The Messenger 

 

 

A Service of Remembrance 

If you have experienced the loss of a child or would like to show care and support to 
someone who has, please consider joining us at Messiah for a candle-lighting vigil and 
special music on Sunday, October 17th at 6:00 pm.  Harpist from Kyrou's Music Studio will 
be with us to provide music and Rev. Heather Apel will share a special message.  Many 
families suffer in silence and long to know they are not walking this path alone. 

 

A Note of Thanks to the Board, Staff, and Members of Messiah 

I wanted to thank you for the wonderful send-off celebration and the many gifts that I re-
ceived. It was wonderful to hear the choir sing, to be able to preach, and to receive the 
blessing of the community as I begin this final phase of preparation for ministry.  Thank 
you for providing such a thoughtful sending service. I also want to thank you for your 
presence at the celebration, the great meal,  and your heartfelt words of appreciation and 
encouragement. You have been a wonderful blessing to me. I very much appreciate the 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH (cont) 
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beautiful keepsakes, cards, flowers, and generous monetary gifts that you presented me 
with, and even more so, the many memories of our time together that you have given 
me throughout the year. This year has been a very important part of my formation for 
ministry, and I will always remember it as a time and place where I came to more fully 
appreciate the blessings of community in Christ. 

Please keep me in your prayers in the upcoming weeks; I have several important inter-
views coming up quickly.  On October 6th, I have my faculty approval interview with the 
seminary. On October 12, I will meet with our Bishop, Rev. Dr. Bill Gafkjen, to begin the 
First Call process, and during the weekend of Nov. 12/13th, I will have my approval in-
terview with the Indiana Kentucky Synod Candidacy Committee. These are all significant 
milestones in the process of being ordained.  Please pray that God's will be done in all of 
this and that I am able to bless others as the Lord has blessed me. 

Peace, 

Vicar Dana Stonebraker 
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THANKSGIVING BASKET SHOPPING LIST 
 

1 Large (or) 2 Small Cans of Green Beans 
 

1 Box of Biscuit Mix or Corn Bread Mix or Bisquick 
 

1 Pound of Brown Sugar 
 

1 Box of Dessert Mix 
 

1 Large Can of Sweet Potatoes 
 

2 Boxes of Mashed Potatoes Mix 
 

2 Boxes of Stuffing Mix 
 

1 Can of Evaporated Milk 
 

2 Cans or Bags of Gravy 
 

Monetary Donations are always welcome.  
 

Please make checks payable to: Faith & Light Food Pantry 
 

Please deliver food baskets by 
 

November 14th, 2021  
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OPERATIONS 

Entering the Door of Christ: Sharing a Life That Really Matters  

Consecration Sunday, October 31st 

This year’s stewardship theme is Entering the Door of Christ: Sharing a Life That Really 
Matters. 

Jesus said, “I am the door; whoever enters by me will be saved, and will go in and out and 
find pasture.” (John 10.9)   

Entering into Christ teems with hope and promise, salvation and safe keeping. A guaran-
tee to move about freely and securely in and out of the door, who is Christ. Once we en-
ter the door, who is Jesus, there is a fullness and abundance of love and peace, with God, 
with ourselves, and with our neighbor. And there’s always more! Is this extravagant? No, 
it is not! 

Even as we hope to move beyond the door of the Pandemic, we have remained in the full-
ness and abundance of God at Messiah. We have resourcefully navigated this 
“wilderness” time and found ways to uphold our community of faith! Our financial sup-
port and stewardship for the 2022 budget is more than simply paying salaries and building 
maintenance. Our financial contributions change lives.  Messiah is meeting people where 
they are at.  Messiah is going out and making a difference. Messiah is sharing Jesus in a 
world that desperately desires resurrection hope in the midst of isolation, divisiveness, 
and fear.  

Consecration Sunday is scheduled for October 31st.  On this Sunday, we will consecrate all 
the pledges we have received to the glory of God.  There will also be an Omelet Breakfast 
fundraiser for the 2022 Mexico Mission Trip.  

Thank you for your partnership in ministry at Messiah Lutheran Church. Please know that 
all gifts great and small are always appreciated. 
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OPERATIONS (cont) 

 

SAVE THE DATE for the Annual Meeting of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church, sched-
uled for Sunday, November 20, 2021. We will move directly into the order of business im-
mediately following our one (and only) worship service at 10:00 AM.  

Please plan to attend this very important meeting.  Annual Reports will be available by 
Sunday, October 10th, in the narthex and online.  These reports will be part of a consent 
agenda (except for the treasurer’s report, and 2022 proposed budget) which means we 
will vote upon their approval as a group, unless someone requests to discuss a specific 
report, prior to the meeting, on or before Sunday, November 10th.  

The agenda will include: 

Consent agenda (Minutes, Staff, Leadership, and Committee Reports) 

Building Project Update 

2022 Budget Approval 

Election for Board of Directors 

ALL friends and members of Messiah are encouraged to attend this meeting.  
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Have you considered planned giving?   

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a 
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your 
loved ones. 

 

Christmas Is Coming! Support Messiah While You Shop Online! 

Support Messiah while you shop at smile.amazon.com.  Amazon will donate .5% of eligible 
purchases to Messiah Evangelical Lutheran. 

All you need to do is use this link:  https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1108277 (bookmark 
it so you can keep going back) and make your purchases as you normally would.  Please 
save and share this link with your family and friends.  It’s a great way for you to support 
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran with the purchases you are already planning to make! 

 

Choice Dollars Details 

Do you have Choice Dollars to share?  The Thrivent Choice 
program lets eligible members recommend where some of Thrivent Financials’ charitable 
outreach funds go by directing Choice Dollars.  This program has earned nearly $5,000.00 
for Messiah so far this year!  Visit www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice to direct yours today!  

 

Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year.  Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects.  If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer.  We have developed a NEW RED Thrivent Action Team bulletin board next 
to the church office to better communicate our need for Action Teams! This bulletin board 
has many different opportunities that could benefit from the allocation of Action Team 

http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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Church Staff Email Addresses 

Pastor Tim Graham: pastortim@messiahlc.com 

Executive Administrator Cory Dold: cory@messiahlc.com 

Director of Music Stan Engle: stan@messiahlc.com 

Children, Youth, and Family Ministries Heidi Kissner: heidi@messiahlc.com 

Director, Outreach Ministry Dave Beard: daveb@messiahlc.com 

Director, Preschool and ChildCare Caitlin Vance: caitlin@messiahlc.com 

Facilities Manager Denise Gibbons: denise@messiahlc.com 

Office Administrator Karla Myers: karla@messiahlc.com 

Newsletter Editor: editor@messiahlc.com 

dollars.  If you are willing to share an Action Team, please check out this bulletin board or 
call the church office.   

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that 
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial 
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously!  This is 
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation.  
These funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated 
by Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or 
service projects of your choosing.  Please consider directing your Action Teams to support 
Messiah.  If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office.  We are more than willing to work with you throughout 
the application and reporting process.   

OPERATIONS (cont) 
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Senior Pastor 
Timothy Graham, M. Div. 

 

Pastor Emeritus 
Carl H. Satre, D.D. 

 

* 
Sunday Services 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
In person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


