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The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
October 17, 2021 – 9:00 AM 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Our Mission:  To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

  

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an 
equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love 
of Christ and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, 
service, fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great 
Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
 

 

 

If you forgive others  

their trespasses, 

your heavenly Father  

will also forgive you. 
Matthew 6:14 
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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee Robert A. Hobby 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, 
and whose love is endless. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P God our comforter: 
C like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 

 

P All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

C Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee ELW #836 
 

Joyful, joyful we adore thee,  
God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee,  
praising thee, their sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,  
drive the gloom of doubt away.  
Giver of immortal gladness,  
fill us with the light of day. 
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All thy works with joy surround thee,  
earth and heav’n reflect thy rays,  
stars and angels sing around thee,  
center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain,  
flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,  
chanting bird, and flowing fountain  
call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

Thou art giving and forgiving,  
ever blessing, ever blest,  
wellspring of the joy of living,  
ocean-depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,  
all who live in love are thine;  
teach us how to love each other,  
lift us to the joy divine! 

 
GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
GLORIA 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P Let us pray.  O Lord God, merciful judge, 
C you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone 

with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
WORD 

 
ANTHEM Beloved, God’s Chosen Robert A. Hobby 

Sanctuary Choir 
 

Beloved, God’s chosen, put on as a garment  
compassion, forgiveness, and goodness of heart. 
Above all, before all, let love be your raiment  
that binds into one ev’ry dissonant part. 
 

Within, call forth Wisdom, to dwell in you richly;  
let peace rule your hearts and that peace be of Christ. 
And from the heart’s chamber, beloved and holy,  
let singing thanksgiving to God ever rise. 
 

Beloved, God’s chosen, put on as a garment  
compassion, forgiveness, and goodness of heart. 
Above all, before all, let love be your raiment  
that binds into one ev’ry dissonant part. 

 
FIRST READING ROMANS 14:1-12 
 

1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat 
must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who 
eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is 
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 
them stand. 

5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let 
all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the 
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who 
abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
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10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 

brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, 
 "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

 and every tongue shall give praise to God." 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 

R The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Congregation:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assisting Minister: We have an advocate, Jesus Christ, the righteous;  
your sins are forgiven on account of his name. (1 John 2:1, 12) 

 

Congregation repeats alleluias. 
 
GOOD NEWS MATTHEW 6:9-15 
 

R The holy gospel according to Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

9"Pray then in this way: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
 10Your kingdom come. 
 Your will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 11Give us this day our daily bread. 
 12And forgive us our debts, 
 as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
 13And do not bring us to the time of trial, 
 but rescue us from the evil one. 
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14For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 15but if you 
do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

 

R The gospel of the Lord.   
C Praise to you, O Christ.    

 
GREETING 
 

 P Grace, mercy and peace be to you from God our Father and the Lord, 
  Jesus Christ. 
 C Amen. 
 
MESSAGE  Pastor Tim Graham 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive ELW #605 
 

“Forgive our sins as we forgive,”  
you taught us, Lord, to pray;  
but you alone can grant us grace  
to live the words we say. 
 

How can your pardon reach and bless  
the unforgiving heart  
that broods on wrongs and will not let  
old bitterness depart? 
 

In blazing light your cross reveals 
the truth we dimly knew;  
how trifling others’ debts to us;  
how great our debt to you! 
 

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls  
and bid resentment cease;  
then, by your mercy reconciled,  
our lives will spread your peace. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

A With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
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and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.   

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

A Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer 
for all of God’s creation. 

 

A brief silence. 
 

A Holy One, for the gift of the church handed down through the ages and for all who 
carry on the servant ministry of Jesus, we praise you. Send your Holy Spirit upon all 
who are discerning calls to ministry in its many forms and equip them with your 
gifts. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Creating One, for the lush and abundant habitat you provide for all your creatures, 
we praise you. Provide healing for the earth so that waterfowl, reptiles, wild 
horses, dolphins, and all living things flourish as you intend. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Suffering One, for all who work toward peace and who lead nations with a 
servant’s heart, we praise you. Bring justice for all who suffer violence, persecution, 
discrimination, hunger, poverty, and homelessness, and create places of refuge for 
all people. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Merciful One, for all who do the work of healing in mind, body, and spirit, we praise 
you. Surround and comfort all who struggle with depression, anxiety, cancer, 
diabetes, dementia, or any illness, that all may be healed. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Sustaining One, for all who volunteer for the vitality of this congregation, we praise 
you. Strengthen and encourage greeters, ushers, office volunteers, bakers, 
counters, committee and group leaders, teachers, students, evangelists, singers, 
builders, nurturers, and all who serve with generous hearts. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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A Risen One, we thank you for those who have shaped your church and shared your 
gospel. Through the witness of your saints, continue to inspire us with hope until 
we all are gathered at your eternal feast. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

A Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; 
through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. 

C Amen. 
 
 

MEAL 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

P We give thanks to you, O God, for your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who, in the night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is  
my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. . . 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
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trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 
INVITATION 
 

P All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 
 

DISTRIBUTION You Satisfy the Hungry Heart Valerie A. Floeter 
 

BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

C Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A Let us pray. Lord of life, 
C in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of 

salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the 
abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
 

SENDING 
 

SENDING HYMN On Our Way Rejoicing ELW #537 
 

On our way rejoicing  
gladly let us go. 
Christ our Lord has conquered;  
vanquished is the foe. 
Christ without, our safety; 
Christ within, our joy;  
who, if we be faithful,  
can our hope destroy? 
 

On our way rejoicing;  
as we forward move,  
hearken to our praises, 
O blest God of love! 
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Unto God the Father 
joyful songs we sing;  
unto God the Savior  
thankful hearts we bring;  
unto God the Spirit  
bow we and adore,  
on our way rejoicing  
now and evermore. 
 

On our way rejoicing;  
as we forward move,  
hearken to our praises, 
O blest God of love! 

 

BENEDICTION  
 

P . . . in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

A Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE How Sure a Foundation Franklin D. Ashdown 
 
 
Assisting in the service today: 
 

Pastor Timothy Graham 
Stan Engle, organist 
Kathleen Ormiston, assisting minister 
Eric Black, cantor 
 

AV technicians 
Cory Dold 
Matt Gibbons 
 

Communion Assistants 
Bill Marker 
Anne Simerman 
 

 

Ushers 
John & Norma Wehrle 

 

Greeters 
Dan & Georgia Schmidt 

 


