The Messenger

November 2022

MESSIAH

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-
coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-
nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks
of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion,
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).




Messiah Lutheran Church
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815
www.messiahlc.com (260) 485-8716

Table of Contents

Mission Page
Growth & Learning 6
Care & Nurture 10
Outreach & In Touch 11
Woman to Woman 12
Operations 14
Vision Statement 17

Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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Pr. Tim

Last year (2021), | prayed for patience as we anxiously waited for the
building project to begin. It seemed like | kept announcing delay after

8 delay. By comparison, 2022 has flown by and it feels like we have hung
\ % on by the seat of our pants. The hustle and bustle of the project this

iy n year has been something to behold. And, at least from my chair, it has
L 1! been quite exciting. Many thanks to Cory Dold, for his diligent efforts
to the details of this entire project. His work on behalf of Messiah has been stellar. In ad-
dition, we continue to Messiah’s Building Team for its ongoing guidance and leadership —
Cory Dold, Denise Gibbons, Cindy Riebersal, Rex Smith, George Ebert, Bill Marker, Josh
Farlee, Steve Van Wygarden, Heidi Kissner, Dave Beard, Matt Gibbons, Mark Braun, Kristi-
na Snider, Char Marker, and Erica Dold. Messiah is so fortunate to have your skills and
knowledge represent us.

In addition, we have embarked upon a new call adventure for an Associate Pastor. This
requires some hearty discussion, the completion of the congregational ministry profile,
and the time to interview willing and available candidates. So far, we have had two initial
interviews with two candidates, but have not reached a formal interview yet. Many
thanks to the call committee for their devoted labors including Noah Smith (Chairperson),
Steve Ealing, Sashelle Rose, Jeff Phillips, and Stefanie Hamrick.

Thirdly, our Board of Directors has spent some additional evenings developing a short-
term strategic plan with consultant Jennie Wolf (GSB Fundraising). The leadership of this
congregation is cognizant of the many challenges facing the twenty-first century church
and they are working diligently to help Messiah continue its mission in this ever-changing
world. | am deeply appreciative of the governance, efforts, and commitment from Cindy
Riebersal (Chairperson), Mary Satre (Vice-Chairperson), Beth Crilly (Secretary), Steve Ber-
lin (Treasurer), Steve Van Wyngarden, and Shelly Musolf.

Lastly, any good leader recognizes that you can only be as good as the people around you.
Now, calling myself a “good” leader may be a stretch, but | am extremely confident that |
cannot accomplish my ministry work without the staff of Messiah Lutheran Church. | call
them “my” staff because | work directly with them daily. But they are your staff, too, as
they go the extra-mile to serve the people of Messiah and its surrounding community. My
words fail to express the appreciation and admiration | have for them, but | want to con-
vey just how meaningful they are to my role and to me personally. Thank you to Cory,
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Karla, Heidi, Stan, Dave, Denise, Portia, the entire Childcare staff, and the host of volun-
teers that hold me up in my leadership role at Messiah Lutheran Church.

Of course, while | tease her a great deal, | would be remiss if | did not thank Meme for her
supporting love of my leadership and ministry. She means the world to me, and | cannot
accomplish things | do without her love and support.

Thank you, Messiah Lutheran Church, for trusting God with me in our studies, in our wor-
ship, and in our love to the community. It is my honor and privilege to witness and partici-
pate with Messiah in God’s work. Thank you!

Respectfully in Christ’s service,

Timothy “PT” Graham, Senior Pastor

N SAVE THE DATE for the Annual Meeting of Messiah Evan-
NUA gelical Lutheran Church, scheduled for Sunday, November 20,
EETINé 2022. We will move directly into the order of business imme-

diately following our one (and only) worship service at 10:00

l"
— 4 AM.
A Please plan to attend this very important meeting. Annual

Reports are available in the office and online. These reports
will be part of a consent agenda (except for the treasurer’s report and 2023 proposed
budget) which means we will vote upon their approval as a group, unless someone re-
guests to discuss a specific report, prior to the meeting, on or before Sunday, November
13. The agenda will include:

Consent agenda (Minutes, Staff, Leadership, and Committee Reports)
Year End Treasurer’s Report
Election for Board of Directors
Update to the Capital Project & Fundraising Campaign
2023 Budget Approval
ALL friends and members of Messiah are encouraged to attend this meeting.
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New Beginnings

Life is full of beginnings: births, new activities, new educational
experiences, new jobs, new homes, new phases of life. Each
beginning is an exciting time, with unknown joys, sorrows, and
challenges. And though each of these times brings uncertainty,
we know that God goes with us to lead and strengthen us.
Thanks be to God!

This month calls for celebrations of several beginnings. The first is the dedica-
tion of our renovated sanctuary, and the second is the beginning of a new
church year. Read on for more details.

Sunday, November 6. All Saints Day. On this day we remember those of our
congregation and other loved ones who have died in the Lord, particularly
those who have passed away during the last year. And don’t forget to set your
clocks back an hour on Saturday night, or you will be here an hour early!

Sunday, November 20. This is truly a day of celebration. We will have only one
service (10:00 a.m.), and it will take place in the new sanctuary! Our bishop will
be here to dedicate the building and to preside at Holy Communion. See other
mentions of our activities this day elsewhere in this edition of The Messenger.

Sunday, November 27. The First Sunday of Advent. We begin a new church
year as we anticipate both Christ’s Second Coming and the upcoming festival of
his birth. Please join us for this new beginning.

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God!
For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,

= Stan Sugte

=

ship & Music at Messiah
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GROWTH & LEARNING
Journey At Messiah (JAM)

In October we learned about Moses as a baby and the Ten Commandments. In November
we will be learning about David and Goliath, Veterans Day and Thanksgiving!

Speaking of Thanksgiving...we will not have Journey Sunday School or EDGE Bible Study on
Sunday November 27 so our teachers can celebrate Thanksgiving weekend with family.

THERE WILL NOT BE JOURNEY, EDGE BIBLE STUDY, OR CIA ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20

THERE WILL NOT BE JOURNEY, EDGE BIBLE STUDY, CIA, OR PULSE ON SUNDAY, NOVEM-
BER 27 — HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!

Children’s Christmas Program

Mark your calendars! The Children’s Christmas Program will be on December 18. Join us
at the 10:30 service as we share our favorite story! If your child is interested in partici-
pating at some level please let Heidi know, heidijokissner@gmail.com

Trunk or Treat 2022

Thank you to all the volunteers who came out to pass out candy and for all the families
who came out in the chilly weather to our Trunk or Treat night! After tricks and treats we
watched "It's the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown!" on the big movie screen outside! We
had such a great time, and can't wait until next year!

Christmas Lighting Celebration and Santa!

Join us on Saturday, December 3, for the official lighting of Messiah’s exterior Christmas
lights display! There’ll be hot chocolate, cookies, music, and a visit from Santa!! Festivi-
ties begin 5:30 PM on the East lawn of the church in front of the lights for the official
lighting! To make sure Santa brings enough goodies there will be a registration for Santa.
Watch Facebook and our website for the registration link. Any questions you can contact
Heidi, heidijokissner@gmail.com.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Black Panther: Wakanda Forever!

All youth groups are invited to go with us to watch Black Panther: Wakanda Forever, on
Sunday, November 13. Show is at 5 PM, so we’ll meet in the lobby of AMC at Jefferson
Point at 4:45 PM. RSVP is required by Nov. 12.

Student Ministries

Pulse

PULSE is our youth group for those entering grades 9-12, Fall 2022. Currently we are
meeting on Sundays 6-8 PM at the Youth House where we have a light dinner, catch
up on things, and have some Bible centered discussions based on topics the youth
would like discussed in a safe small group setting.

Woatch for Heidi’s weekly emails again with calendar updates and reminders. If you do
not currently get these emails and would like to register a student, please contact Hei-
di and she can get that link to you!

Black Panther, Sunday, Nov. 13 — Time and details tbd. Watch emails.

CIA

ClA is our youth group for those middle school students entering grades 7-8, Fall 2022.
CIA stands for Confirmation in Action; we call it this because these are the years when
the kids go through Confirmation classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the Fall
of their Freshman year.

Confirmation class will meet at the Youth House on Sunday, November 13, 12-3:00
PM. We’'ll start with a light lunch and catching up then jump into our discussions. You
can choose to attend the classes with no commitment to get confirmed. Pastor Tim
leads confirmation classes along with John & Cindy Sabo and Craig & Shelly Musolf.

CIA and EDGE will be meeting at the Youth House on Sunday, November 6, 12-2 PM,
for light lunch and fun.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

EDGE

EDGE is our youth group for those students entering grades 5-6, Fall 2022. Why
EDGE? Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers!
EDGE is still part of our Journey (children’s Sunday School program) and will have
their own Bible study on Sundays during the second service, at 10:30.

EDGE Bible Study will be Sundays, Nov. 6 and 13, at 10:30 (during the worship hour) in
the Library.

Messiah Youth Ministry at a glance

Watch weekly emails, and Messenger for student ministry information. If you know a
student that would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let Heidi know,
heidijokissner@gmail.com.

PULSE
Sunday, November 6 - Youth House, 6-8 PM, $2
Sunday, November 13 — Black Panther — details coming...
Sunday, November 20 — one service, 10:30 AM
building dedication and congregational meeting
Sunday, November 20 — Youth House, 6-8 PM, S2
Sunday, November 27 — No Youth House — Happy Thanksgiving!
Sunday, December 4 — Youth House, 6-8 PM, $2

CIA
Sunday, November 6 - Youth House, 12-2 PM, S2
Sunday, November 13 — Confirmation Class, 12-3 PM, $2
Sunday, November 13 - Black Panther — details coming...
Sunday, November 20 — one service, 10:30 AM
building dedication and congregational meeting
Sunday, November 20 — No Youth House
Sunday, November 27 — No Youth House — Happy Thanksgiving!
Sunday, December 4 — EDGE & CIA Christmas Party, 12-2 PM, more details TBA
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EDGE
Sunday, November 6 — EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 Library
Sunday, November 6 - Youth House, 12-2 PM, S2
Sunday, November 13 — EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 Library
Sunday, November 13 — NO YOUTH HOUSE
Sunday, November 13 - Black Panther — details coming...
Sunday, November 20 — one service, 10:30 AM
building dedication and congregational meeting
Sunday, November 20 — No Youth House
Sunday, November 27 — No Youth House — Happy Thanksgiving!
Sunday, December 4 — EDGE & CIA Christmas Party, 12-2 PM, more details TBA

Messiah Adult Bible Studies

Below is the schedule for Bible Studies.

Tuesday Quest at 9 AM — This group studies the gospel reading for the upcoming Sun-
day.
Wednesday at 10 AM — This group is studying in the book of Jeremiah.

Thursday at 10 AM — We are continuing reading through Pr. Brian’s book, “Don’t You
Care That We Are Drowning?”

Thursday Good News Study Group at 6:30 PM — This Group is continuing a study on
the Gospel of John.

NO EXPERIENCE OR PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY! If you have an interest in deep-
ening your faith and learning more about the Bible, please prayerfully consider joining us.
Please send an email to pastortim.messiah@gmail.com.
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CARE & NURTURE

Caregiver Self-Care

Are you caring for someone? Have you cared for someone in the past? Most of us find
ourselves caring for someone at some point in our lives or even several times. e care for
our children, our spouse, a family member or friend with a long term illness, or aging par-
ents. We have the honor and challenge of caring for various individuals during our life-
time.

While we are happy to care for others, we have to absolutely make sure that we are car-
ing for ourselves in the process. If our cup is empty, there is nothing to pour out for oth-
ers. There is a very valid reason that we are given the instructions, when flying, to put the
oxygen mask over our own face before we place it over our child’s face.

We all carry a lot on our plates — jobs, parenting, maintaining our homes, having a social
life, and so much more. We can get physically and emotionally exhausted just trying to
keep up. We have to practice self care. Sure, it is easy to say and hard to practice. We take
care of everyone and everything else before we do something for ourselves.

We need to familiarize ourselves with the signs of burnout so that we can head them off
at the pass. They can be different for everyone but may include loss of hope, feeling
numb, loss of pleasure over things we once enjoyed, and feeling distant. Listen to your
body and mind — they may be telling you to take a break. Taking care of your physical,
emotional, spiritual, and social health will help you to be a better care giver.

Do something just for YOU every week — listening to your favorite music, going for a run,
gardening, sewing, or building something. It is less about what you do and more about
taking the time to do it. The goal is to find something that you can do in the amount of
time that you have to bring you some peace and well being. Give yourself permission to
take a break.

Remember you do not have to be super human and it is OK to ask for help. It is not a sign
of weakness or failure. Please seek the support of someone you trust and someone who is
familiar with you who can check in with you on a regular basis and be honest with them
about your struggles and needs.

If you have no one that you feel you can talk to — call LOOKUP INDIANA at 877-257-0208,
available 24 hours everyday.
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This just in from The Parish Nurses...

Messiah will be offering FREE Flu and COVID shots on Sunday, November 6, from 9:30-
12:00 PM in the church office. To preregister, follow the link below. Preregistering speeds
up the process. Get the shot and get protected!

The registration link for the immunization clinic is https://patients.vaxcare.com/
registration and enrollment code IN65942. Families can preregister using this link. Just
click on the link, enter the enrollment code and then select Messiah Lutheran Church-
11/6. If a family is having trouble with the registration link, please encourage them to try
a different browser (Chrome seems to work best) or they can fill out a paper consent form
if needed.

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH

Food Bank Outreach

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite Church and Faith &
Light Food Pantries. Items needed for this month are canned vegetables, egg noodles,
canned beans, shampoo, body soap, toothbrushes, and deodorant.

Study Connection Volunteers Needed

Croninger Elementary School is in need of tutors to help students on Monday afternoons,
3:00-4:00 PM. Please contact Dave Beard (daveb@messiahlc.com) if you are able to help.

Cold Kids

Crisp weather has returned and hats, gloves, and scarves will soon be needed for our area
elementary school kids. Also needed are lengths of fleece fabric (1/3 yard or more). Please
place any donations in the Cold Kids bin Satre Hall. Thank you for helping to keep our kids

warm this winter. For any questions, please contact Charnell at bcwmarker@aol.com.
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Woman to Woman November 2022
I am thankful, loving Father,

12.

13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.

28.
29.
30.

for this new day to remember All Saints, past and present, as followers of Christ. 10¢
for the blessings you have bestowed on me; help me to be forever grateful. 10¢

for taking away the fears that make me hesitate to help others. 10¢

for our families that we cherish so much; be with them always. 5¢

for giving your life so that everyone may know your love. 20¢

that | have you to provide me hope in the depth of my despair. Help me to remember that
you have everything under control. 20¢

for the promise of resurrection. 25¢

for the good that comes to me. Open my eyes so that | can see it all. 15¢

for your instructions and teachings. Give us courage to follow through Christ. 20¢
Help us to use our gifts with confidence to do your work in the world. 10¢

. for Veteran’s Day; a time to remember the sacrifices of our armed forces and their commit-

ment to keep us safe around the world. 25¢

for guiding us to remember that we are the church, the living body of Christ in the world.
10¢

for those who take care of our beautiful building. Bless them. 20¢

for helping us to entrust each day and each new tomorrow to you. 15¢

for Messiah Lutheran Church as we work together “to help people grow a faith in Jesus
Christ that works in real life.” 25¢

for my ears to hear your call to me to follow your will. 20¢

for all those people who need healing and comfort in their time of need. 5¢

for our trust in you that we may turn to you always. 10¢

for being constantly with me as | eat, work, play, and serve. 5¢

for the peace that you give me in times of stress. 20¢

for my eyes and | pray for those who can’t see. 10¢

for helping us to serve others so your name may be praised. 25¢

for drawing us closer to you through the words and teachings in the Bible. 5¢

for blessing us with many gifts from you, Lord, on this Thanksgiving Day. $1.00

for choosing to walk in the way of the Lord. 10¢

for your peace that you give us and may we spread to others. 25¢

for this Advent season; a time of hope and patience as we seek the coming of Jesus Christ.
50¢

for comfort and consolation to those who mourn. 20¢

for our trust in your word and our openness to your salvation. 10¢

for quiet witnesses of Christ who enrich our church and community. 10¢

Bring or send your offering to church on November 27

12
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" FAITH & LIGHT
— FOOD PANTRY —

& b
T 260.745.2565
WWW.FAITHFW.COM
THANKSGIVING BASKET SHOPPING LIST

1 Large (or) 2 Small Cans of Green Beans

1 Box of Biscuit Mix or Corn Bread Mix or Bisquick
1 Pound of Brown Sugar |
1 Box of Dessert Mix

1 Large Can of Sweet Potatoes

2 Boxes of Mashed Potatoes Mix
2 Boxes of Stuffing Mix
1 Can of Evaporated Milk
2 Cans or Bags of Gravy

Monetary Donations are always welcome.
Please make checks payable to: Faith & Light Food Pantry

Please deliver food baskets by

November 13th, 2022
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OPERATIONS

¥ Christmas is just around the corner and we
are here to help your holiday shopping be

& quick and easy! Everyone loves gift cards and
Texas Roadhouse! Combine the two and your

= [

need a copy of the order form please reach

~GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER EUi=L?

Messiah earns 10% of all sales! Save the Date (and order an extra gift card) for Messiah's
Dine to Donate event on February 6, 2023.

Messiah Online Store

Do you have Christmas shopping to do? Look no further! Messiah’s online store is open
again! The store will be open November 6 through November 27 at 11:59 PM. Get your
Messiah Apparel in time for Christmas and the best part is all proceeds will benefit our
capital campaign fundraiser! To shop, go to messiahlc.com and click on Shop.

Christmas Is Coming! Support Messiah While You Shop Online!

Support Messiah while you shop at smile.amazon.com. Amazon will donate .5% of eligible
purchases to Messiah Evangelical Lutheran. All you need to do is use this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1108277 (bookmark it so you can keep going back) and make
your purchases as you normally would. Please save and share this link with your family
and friends. It’s a great way for you to support Messiah Evangelical Lutheran with the
purchases you are already planning to make!
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'(" THRIVENT Choice Dollars Details

FINANCIAL® Do you have Choice Dollars to share? The

» Thrivent Choice program lets eligible members
recommend where some of Thrivent Financials’

charitable outreach funds go by directing Choice Dollars. Visit www.thrivent.com/

thriventchoice to direct yours today!

Connecting faith & finances for good.

Thrivent Action Teams

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation.
These funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated
by Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or
service projects of your choosing. Please consider directing your Action Teams to support
Messiah. If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout
the application and reporting process.
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OPERATIONS (cont)

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your
loved ones.

Online Giving and 2023 Pledges

Online Giving is AVAILABLE at www.messiahlc.com! This link allows you to indicate your
annual pledge, and then either set up a onetime payment or recurring payments: annual-
ly, quarterly, monthly, or weekly.

If you have not yet made a pledge for 2023 and would like to, we encourage you to pick
up an intent card in Satre Hall or the office, or contact us and we can help you through the
process. A pledge is a commitment of financial support for the year, which runs from Jan-
uary through December. Typically, pledges are paid in increments—weekly, monthly or
guarterly. You can give to the church without pledging, of course. Some people put mon-
ey in the offering plate at worship each week or once a month. Others give in a lump sum
at the beginning or end of the year. We encourage annual pledging because making and
keeping promises is an important spiritual discipline that fosters faithfulness and mutual
responsibility. Pledges also help the congregation to plan more wisely.
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion,
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on...

MEAM — Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30)

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single,
young adults.

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to
emerging adults.

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life. We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster
hospitable and authentic conversations.

Families with Young Children

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young
children. Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and
future of our church.

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the
Preschool/Childcare ministry.

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.

Forever Young

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community.

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal
growth, fellowship, and service.
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*

Sunday Services
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In person
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