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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday, Dec. 4: Advent 2
9:00 AM — Traditional w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, Dec. 11: Advent 3
9:00 AM — Traditional w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, Dec. 18: Advent 4
9:00 AM —w/Communion
10:30 AM — Children’s Christmas Program w/Communion

Sunday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve with Candle Lighting
1:00 PM — Traditional w/Communion
5:30 PM — Contemporary w/Communion
7:30 PM — Traditional w/Communion
11:00 PM — Lessons and Carols w/Communion

Sunday, Dec. 25: Christmas Day
One Service at 10:00 AM — Traditional w/Communion

Sunday, Jan. 1: First Sunday after Christmas

9:00 AM — Traditional w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion
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Pr. Tim’s News
WORSHIP NEWS - CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Messiah’s worship schedule for Christmas Eve includes services at 1:00
PM, 5:30 PM (contemporary), 7:30 PM, and 11:00 PM, all with the
\‘%‘ singing of Silent Night with Candle Lighting and Communion.

M
i : .. We do need VOLUNTEERS for the following roles at each service if you

are mterested and available to serve in this capacity. These are great family experiences,
too...parents working with and teaching their children.

Readers, to read scriptures 1:00 (2), 5:30 (1), 7:30 (2), 11:00 (3)

Ushers, help distribute/collect candles and help direct communion 1:00 (2), 5:30 (2), 7:30
(2), 11:00 (2)

Greeters, to open the doors and welcome guests and to pass out/collect candles 1:00 (4),
5:30 (4), 7:30 (4), 11:00 (2)

Communion Assistants (two persons to distribute wafers/wine, two persons to hold
grape juice chalice) to share the gift of grace with all 1:00 (4), 5:30 (4), 7:30 (4), 11:00 (2)

Please let Karla know by phone or email if you are available to serve in any of these ca-
pacities. And thank you very much in advance!!!

Then on Sundays, December 25" and January 1%, we will have ONE service at 10:00 AM
for both days, with communion and the chance to sing more Christmas hymns.

We will return to the regular schedule (9:00 AM & 10:30 AM) on Sunday, January 8, 2023.
CALLING AN ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Yes, our call team, comprised of Noah Smith (Chairperson), Jeff Phillips, Sashelle Rose,
Steve Ealing, and Stefanie Hamrick, is still working to call an Associate Pastor to Messiah
Lutheran Church. They are currently awaiting names of potential candidates from the In-
diana-Kentucky Synod staff.

We did receive the names of two candidates in August. Unfortunately, however, both
candidates withdrew to pursue other options. And quite frankly, that is the difficult reality
we face right now. There are more pastoral openings than there are candidates, at least
100 more openings! That gives candidates an opportunity to be more selective in their
discernment.
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Make no mistakes about it. This is an arduous process. So, we need your continued pray-
ers for the following:

Wisdom and Patience for the Call Team in this process.

Seeking and trusting God’s guidance for Messiah Lutheran Church.
Discernment for all potential candidates interested in this call.

Our Synod staff that works diligently to help us during this process.

We remain confident that God will send the right candidate to us at the right time. Let us
keep trusting in God’s promises and presence.

BUILDING NEWS

One year ago, in the December 2021 Messenger newsletter, | informed you all that the
start dates had been pushed back one month due to supply chain issues. One year later,
we are on the heels of a momentous celebration with Bishop Gafjken! Woohoo! (Didn’t
you love that? | did!)

It was simply amazing, wasn’t it? To hear the chatter, and quite frankly, the awe of how
the sanctuary turned out! People were stunned! As | keep repeating, one really couldn’t
have imagined it until you had seen it.

What was your favorite part of the sanctuary space? While it’s difficult to narrow it down
to one, | would select the pendant lighting around the cross. | love it. We are people of
the cross and it simply magnifies the emphasis of our cross! | look forward to hearing
about your reactions as well as your favorite parts of the reno!

Meanwhile, there are countless people to thank.

Our building team consisted of a well-rounded group that could address every detail of
this project. It’s not often a team has access to such expertise, but Messiah did, and what
a difference it made!

Cory Dold has simply poured his life into this project! He even lost 40lbsJ! Seriously, Cory
paid attention to ALL the details, daily. He confronted all the obstacles, and he helped our
team make difficult decisions.

Allow me to also give a special shoutout to our interiors team, led by Kristina Snider and

Erica Dold. Their input and decisions are the most visible. The color schemes (indoors and
outdoors), the sanctuary paneling, and the seating decisions, etc., were aided by the skills
and gifts of Kristina and Erica. Pr Tim’s News continued on next page
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Rex Smith and George Ebert influenced the installation of the new heating and cooling
system. Dave Beard and Matt Gibbons offered helpful guidance with all the electrical
work. Mark Braun, Josh Farlee, and Heidi Kissner provided sound wisdom as we navigated
the process from architect to contractor. Bill and Charnell Marker and Denise Gibbons
attended all the weekly meetings with Schenkel which helped us keep tabs of the progress
and well as any obstacles that needed to be addressed. Cindy Riebersal assisted us with
plans for the parking lot and drainage improvements as well as understanding the con-
tractual process. And Steve Van Wyngarden helped us keep our budget within focus as we
traversed each decision. This was a complete team effort.

Additionally, we recognize Richard Hambrock and Josh Gumbert for their enormous gift of
dedication. They were key to disassembling our audio/visual equipment in the sanctuary.
This was no small feat. But then they reassembled the equipment for our worship space in
the gym. However, the biggest accomplishment may have been the two-day turnaround
to get everything reset in the renovated sanctuary space for the big reveal. This was unbe-
lievable work, and invaluable to the congregation!

In addition, Schenkel Construction went the extra mile to make this renovation as easy as
possible for Messiah and it has been a pleasure working with them. Also, Dave West, Ar-
chitect from Design Collaborative, was instrumental in helping us with designs.

Finally, your generosity was the impetus for project. Your financial commitment was the
catalyst! We have one year remaining to complete our capital campaign. Do you realize
that if everyone fulfills their commitment that Messiah will walk away from a $2 million
dollar project without any debt?! Friends, that is simply incredible! That’s Holy Spirit kind
of stuff!

Thank you, thank you, thank you! Thank you for trusting God in and through your gener-
osity. These are exciting times for Messiah Lutheran Church. We have much to be thankful
for and look forward to. Thanks be to God!

May God’s Spirit guide us in preparing for the coming King, Jesus our Savior, as we look to
share the love of Christ with our community and the world.

In Christ’s love,

Pr. Tim Graham
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Worship & Music at Messiah

The Trouble with Advent

It seems like our church-year-planning forefathers weren’t thinking
right when they designed the season of Advent. It starts out talking
about the Last Days and the Second Coming, as though they didn’t
know that we’re all focusing on Christmas. After all, isn’t Jesus’ birth
more important than those faraway end times? Perhaps they had a
different vision of what the Second Coming would be. Perhaps they
thought that when Christ comes again to establish his kingdom, it will be a kingdom
based on love, peace, and justice. Perhaps they thought that this vision would inspire
us to work for these ideals in our daily lives. And perhaps they were right. If we have
this vision of what Christ will bring, we might truly prepare our hearts to celebrate the
birth of the One who will come again. Perhaps our forefathers got it right.

Here are a few details of special days this month. We hope that you will come with
eager hearts to hear the good news.

Sundays, December 4, 11 and 18, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Sundays of Advent. Let our
worship prepare you to celebrate the birth of our Lord. Music, word, and Holy Com-
munion will speak to your hearts.

Sunday, December 18, 10:30 a.m. Children’s Christmas Program. The children of Mes-
siah, led by Heidi Kissner, will share the Christmas story with us, opening our eyes to
see it in a new way. The Sanctuary Choir will provide music for the production.

Saturday, December 24. Christmas Eve. Four services are offered to let you choose a
time and worship style that is right for you and your family. All services include Holy
Communion and conclude with the lighting of candles and singing of “Silent Night.”
1:00 p.m. A service of lessons and carols.
5:30 p.m. Praise service led by Isaiah’s Vision, Messiah’s praise band.
7:30 p.m. Festival service led by the Sanctuary Choir and our handbell choir.
11:00 p.m. A service of lessons and carols to usher in Christmas Day.

Sunday, December 25, 10:00 a.m. Christmas Day. Just one service this Sunday! Come
enjoy a relaxed service with the singing of many familiar Christmas hymns.

Sunday, January 1, 10:00 a.m. New Year’s Day. Once again, only one service. It will be
low-key and relaxed, just the thing after a night of celebration.

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God!

For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,
Stan Sngte
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Sacred Ground is a dialogue series around race designed for these times. It is an attempt
to be responsive to the profound challenges that currently exist in our society. It is fo-
cused on the conflicts and questions that swirl around issues of race and racism, as well as
the difficult but respectful and transformative dialogue we need to have with each other
about them. It invites participants to walk back through history in order to peel away the
layers that brought us to today, and to do so in a personal way, reflecting on family histo-
ries and stories, as well as important narratives that shape the collective American story.

It is built around powerful documentary films and readings, which we are pleased to bring
you and which will serve as the jumping-off point for dialogue.

Participants commit to assigned films and readings, which will seem manageable to some
and perhaps a lot to others. There is a maximum of 90 minutes of film/video to watch per
session, and an average of 35 pages to read.

The series brings participants’ attention to various key chapters in U.S. history of race and
racism, as well some of the latest thinking by scholars and practitioners of racial healing,
racial equity, and whiteness.

It focuses on Indigenous, Black, Latino, and Asian American histories as they intersect with
European American histories.

It emphasizes personal story-sharing and deepening relationships.
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It invites exploration of how people of color have been harmed by racism, and how white
people have been hurt in other ways, creating a shared — if deeply unequal — brokenness
that compels us to overcome these legacies in deliberate partnership. This work can take
various shapes.

It strongly encourages people to constitute dialogue groups with socioeconomic and po-
litical diversity, which may involve partnering with another congregation (Episcopal or
other).

It puts attention on issues related to race, while also examining how those issues intersect
with family history, class status, regional identity (regional cultures, urban/rural divides,
coasts versus heartland), and political identity (red states/blue states, Trump-related di-
vides).

This series, framed as a spiritual journey, is grounded in the Christian faith —in the exam-
ple of Jesus Christ and the power of scripture, prayer, God’s grace, and the Holy Spirit—to
help us step closer to the dream of beloved community.

The Indiana Kentucky Synod of the ELCA, in partnership with Christ Lutheran Church, in-
vites you to join in this discussion circle beginning January 18, 2023, and meeting every
other Wednesday for 11 sessions, each 90 minutes, from 6:00-7:30 PM CST/7:00-8:30 PM
EST. During Lent, a session for clergy and church workers committed to worship on
Wednesday evenings during Lent will be offered on the following Thursday at 11:00 AM
CST/ noon. We will meet via Zoom. Registration will open November 1, 2022 and close
December 19, 2022, or when 80 participants have registered.

For registration, go to: https://clcvalpo.org/sacred-ground.

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa Owen ( jlo46383@msn.com) or Kathy Suth-
erland (ksutherland54@yahoo.com). For more information about Sacred Ground, please
see this link: https://episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/about.
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GROWTH & LEARNING
Journey At Messiah (JAM)

In November we talked about David and Goliath, Veterans Day, and Thanksgiving! In De-
cember we will be talking about Christmas and preparing for the Christmas program!

THERE WILL NOT BE JOURNEY, EDGE BIBLE STUDY, OR CIA ON SUNDAYS,
DECEMBER 25 AND JANUARY 1.

Children’s Christmas Program Sunday, December 18

Mark your calendars! The Children’s Christmas Program will be on Sunday December 18.
Join us at the 10:30 service as we share our favorite story!

Practices & filming schedule:
Saturday, Dec. 3 —10:30 AM-12:00 PM
Sunday, Dec. 4 — during Journey hour (Sunday School)
Saturday, Dec. 10 — 10:30 AM-12:00 PM
Sunday, Dec. 11 — during Journey hour

If your child is interested in participating at some level, please let Heidi know,
heidijokissner@gmail.com

Christmas Nativity Lights Set Up

The Youth Group will be meeting the Men’s Group at the Youth House Saturday, Decem-
ber 3, at 9 :00 AM to set up the Christmas Nativity Lights on the East lawn. There will be
donuts and coffee at the Youth House, then we’ll get the lights set up and ready for the
Lighting Celebration and Santa that night!

10 December 2022 The Messenger


mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com

Christmas Lighting Celebration and Santa!

Join us on Saturday, December 3, for the official lighting of Messiah’s exterior Christmas
lights display! There'll be hot chocolate, cookies, music, and a visit from Santa!! Festivi-
ties begin at 5:30 PM on the East lawn of the church in front of the display for the official
lighting! To make sure Santa brings enough goodies, register your children for Santa at
the following link: https://forms.gle/BZt6seFckCKxeaB46. Registration closes at noon
on December 3. The link can also be found on our Facebook page. Any questions? You
can contact Heidi, heidijokissner@gmail.com

CIA/EDGE Christmas Celebration
Sunday, December 4 — 12:00-2:00 PM, Youth House

The EDGE (5™ & 6™ graders) and CIA (7™ & 8™ graders) youth groups will be meeting at
the Youth House on Sunday, December 4, from 12:00-2:00 PM to have a Christmas cele-
bration! We will be having a breakfast waffle bar, games, and a $10 gift exchange. Please
have your child bring a $10 gift that can be either for a boy or girl.

PULSE Christmas Celebration

Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 18, for our PULSE Christmas celebration!
We’ll meet at the Youth House at noon. Final details are being worked out. Watch your
PULSE weekly emails for detailed information!

PULSE Study Tables

On Sunday, December 11, from 6:00-8:00 PM, we'll be at the Youth House to help kids

prepare for upcoming finals. We’ll have quiet spaces and help from adults. If your stu-
dent has a specific area where they would like help, please let me know and we’ll make
sure to have someone to help. We'll have a food for a light dinner.

The Messenger December 2022 11


https://forms.gle/BZt6seFckCKxeaB46

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Student Ministries Cookie Walk Fundraiser

Need cookies for Christmas and don’t have the time or don’t want to take the time bak-
ing? Or maybe you just want a snack to get you through church! We’ve got your back!
Join us in Satre Hall on Sunday, December 18, beginning at 8:30 AM. You can purchase a
box for $5.00 and fill it with the cookies you want from a vast selection baked fresh by
our students and families! All monies raised will go to the Youth Trip account to help the
students’ travel costs in mission trips, gatherings, and Confirmation camp. It’s a cookie S5
fill up! If you have questions or would like to donate cookies for the cookie walk, please
contact Heidi Kissner.

Young Adult Coffee Hour

Recently graduated from high school? Still in college? Join us on Sunday, December 18.
from 4:30-5:30 PM for a cup of coffee (or whatever drink you choose!) at Starbucks inside
the Kroger on St. Joe Center Road.

Messiah Student Ministries at a glance

Watch weekly emails and Messenger for student ministry information. If you know a stu-
dent that would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let Heidi know,
heidijokissner@gmail.com.

PULSE
PULSE is our youth group for those entering grades 9-12, Fall 2022. Currently we are
meeting on Sundays 6-8 PM at the Youth House where we have a light dinner, catch
up on things, and have some Bible centered discussions based on topics the youth
would like discussed in a safe, small group setting.

Saturday, Dec. 3 — Setting up Christmas Lights — Youth House, 9:00 AM
Saturday, Dec. 3 — Christmas Lighting Celebration — 5:30 PM

Sunday, Dec. 4 — Youth House, 6:00-8:00 PM, S2

Sunday, Dec. 11 — Youth House, Study Tables, 6:00-8:00 PM, S2
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Sunday, Dec. 18 — Christmas Party, noon at Youth House
Sunday, Dec. 25 — NO YOUTH HOUSE — MERRY CHRISTMAS
Sunday, Jan. 1 — NO PULSE — HAPPY NEW YEARS!!

CIA
CIA is our youth group for those middle school students entering grades 7-8, Fall 2022.
CIA stands for Confirmation in Action; we call it this because these are the years when
the kids go through Confirmation classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the Fall
of their Freshman year.

Saturday, Dec. 3 — Setting up Christmas Lights — Youth House, 9:00 AM
Saturday, Dec. 3 — Christmas Lighting Celebration — 5:30 PM

Sunday, Dec. 4 — EDGE & CIA Christmas Party, 12:00-2:00 PM

Sunday, Dec. 11 — Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM, $2

Sunday, Dec. 18 — NO YOUTH HOUSE

Sunday, Dec. 25 - NO YOUTH HOUSE — MERRY CHRISTMAS

Sunday, Jan. 1 — NO PULSE — HAPPY NEW YEARS!!

EDGE
EDGE is our youth group for those students entering grades 5-6, Fall 2022. Why
EDGE? Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers!
EDGE is still part of our Journey (children’s Sunday School program) and will have their
own Bible study on Sundays during the second service, at 10:30 AM.

Saturday, Dec. 3 — Setting up Christmas Lights — Youth House, 9:00 AM
Saturday, Dec. 3 — Christmas Program Practice 10:30 AM-12:00 PM
Saturday, Dec. 3 — Christmas Lighting Celebration — 5:30 PM

Sunday, Dec. 4 — EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM Library

Sunday, Dec. 4 — EDGE & CIA Christmas Party, 12:00-2:00 PM, more details to come
Saturday, Dec. 10 — Christmas Program Practice — 10:30 AM-12:00 PM
Sunday, Dec. 11 — EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM Library

Sunday, Dec. 11 — Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM, $2

Sunday, Dec. 18 — Christmas Program 10:30 AM

Sunday, Dec. 18 — NO YOUTH HOUSE

Sunday, Dec. 25 — NO YOUTH HOUSE — MERRY CHRISTMAS

Sunday, Jan. 1 — NO PULSE — HAPPY NEW YEARS!!
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Y Ue 213

Angels joyfully announced 4 fpecial arrival in Bethlehem at stmas.

Directions: Find the words listed below. Then unscramble the

\ / intersecting letters to complete Luke 2:11, NIV.
e
7N~
\ TBWYAZKESHNGD|J|K
QO Y APRALBFPICQL
WORD N RW X B EYRMBDMOEE
BANK S NONWGA|II BAICDOTD
_ RGXJF/IWMVBRRCE|DO
Shepherds PISICENSUSHYU|Y FPN
— O/T/IP/I G TQCINTGMUS|T
Nazareth
P— OANDBECH I LIDNZ FA
Baby A T BIAIURWHGFVABUM
David T RIAIVELIJJCI HIVOZGNH
Mary FBQ I WD X P TENAOL|Q
m':' Z/C/RID|Q/S/HE|PHE|/RDSV
Register RIUVIYKNIRTKGE|Y| IR
Born KIVIAlZz|X|L|s/H|Y|T|P|T|[J[S|K
Night LILESMJ|ZLQRUH VWX

“Today inthe townof David a _ _ _ _ _

has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.”

LUKE 2:11, NIV

JOIAES [JomsSuy/
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CARE & NURTURE

Parish Nurse Ministry

Do you hear them? Do you see them? They are coming! Those wonderful, special, en-
dearing, stressful, pressure-filled, exhausting, and expensive holidays...also known as the
most stressful 5 weeks of the year. We feel that extra pressure...that extra stress to make
everything perfect. We love them. We hate them.

We may love the holidays and we may love to get together with family and friends but
many folks do not have a relationship with their family or they do not have a family and
find the holidays very difficult. Families can bring a lot of personalities, beliefs, experienc-
es, views, and opinions which, when added to holiday stress, can feel like a bomb getting
ready to explode. Sometimes we question why we even attended the gathering in the first
place.

What if we don’t feel like it or want to? Should we even be planning a get together?
What if the COVID numbers go up? What if we are sad or grieving? What if we lost our
job six months ago? What if we do not have enough money to contribute to food and
gifts? What if there is a huge family conflict?

These are all very real scenarios that we live with everyday. It’s okay to feel these things
and have these concerns and questions. Give yourself permission to react to the holidays
with honesty.

God made us to live a healthy and balanced life, even through the holidays. Making sure
that we are getting rest, eating well, and being realistic and positive about what the sea-
son really means to us. What is important and what is meaningless clutter? What can we
delegate to others? Do we really need to make seven kinds of cookies when we would be
just as happy and a lot less stressed with cookies from a local bakery (and those folks
LOVE to bake)?

Sit with yourself or with your family and really discuss what is important and what can go
by the wayside to achieve a balance.

So...celebrate and connect with those you love. Care about the memories you make and
not the gifts. Contact people you have missed or lost contact with.

continued on next page
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CARE & NURTURE (cont)

Most of all, remember that very special baby — God’s very BEST gift to us-- in a manager
in a stable a couple of thousand years ago and hear the choirs of angels singing over him.
When we seek and sense God’s presence, we can feel His peace and power everyday and
that is like opening a present everyday from the One who loves us the most.

Wishing you a Most Blessed and Peaceful Christmas Season from the Messiah Parish Nurs-
es!

Messiah Quilters

We recently were excited to send 89 quilts to Lutheran World Relief. Maybe you saw
them draped over all of the pews when they were blessed at both services. What a kalei-
doscope of colors and designs! These quilts will be used as bedding, sleeping mats, room
dividers, window and door coverings, and more. We also recently sent bags of colorful
pillowcases to the Irene Byron Center to brighten the lives of their residents and have
been making drawstring bags for Christmas families. We feel so privileged to make these
items for the world and our community.

We wish a Very Blessed and Peaceful Christmas Season to all of the Messiah Community
as you celebrate the patchwork of your lives.

Please come and join us as we continue to sew for Lutheran World Relief and our commu-
nity every Thursday from 9-12 in the Narthex. There are jobs for everyone — even non-
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Woman to Woman December 2022
I am thankful, loving Father,

1.

vk wN

N o

8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24,

25.
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31

for hearing the good news of Jesus, the Messiah, and sharing that news
with others! 5¢

for Mary, a young girl who had complete faith in you. Do I? 10¢

That | have you and | pray for those who do not. 15¢

for preparation of the way for the truth of God’s Word revealed in Jesus Christ. 25¢

for the prayers offered to all those who are in need this season: physically, emotionally and spiritually.
Bless them with your love. 10¢

for your unending grace and love through Christ. 10¢

for those military men and women who are serving our country around the world. Our thoughts and
prayers are with them during this season. 10¢

for our trust in you during this pandemic to heal our body and souls. 25¢

for Pastor Tim and our church staff; give them strength and God’s love. 10¢

for the gift of good health and | pray for those who do not have it. 5¢

for reminding me to reach out in your name to hurting and lonely people at this time of year. 10¢
for guiding me in my journey of faith. 15¢

for the firemen and women and police officers who work so hard to protect us always. 10¢

for each person who has shined the light of Christ into my life. 10¢

for the Christmas story as told through the music of this season. 50¢

for our teachers who spread the love and knowledge of Jesus in person or by digital contact. 10¢

for the mail carriers and all the surprises they bring, and | pray for them. 10¢

for the celebration of Jesus’ birth as told through the children’s program today. 50¢

for opening our hearts to know the joy of your presence. 10¢

for calming my heart and clearing my mind—turn my eyes to you, Lord. 5¢

for giving us a time to have our lives renewed this Christmas. 15¢

for the salesclerk who helped me today. May | show patience at this busy time of year. 10¢

for Mary whose anxiety was always eased by God as she followed her mission to give the world Our
Savior, Jesus Christ. 5¢

for the innkeeper who did let Joseph use his stable. Would | be willing to let a pregnant woman and
her husband stay in my garage? 25¢

for this glorious Christmas Day to praise our newborn Savior! $1.00

for the lowly babe who was born for me. Help me to realize the magnitude of it all and thank God for
Our Savior. 20¢

for the angels. Would | hear them, or would | say, “What is that noise?” 5¢

for the lowly shepherds who went immediately to Jesus in the stable. 10¢

for the gift of forgiveness that you have for me. Help me to forgive someone. 25¢

for walking continually with me in 2022. 5¢

for the past, present, and future. Help me to trust you more each day in 2023. $1.00

Please bring or send offerings to church on December 18 or 25.

Thank you to all members who have contributed to the Woman to Woman fund throughout this year. These contribu-
tions help women in need throughout the year and particularly at Christmas. Please continue to pray for all women and
their special needs this coming year of 2023.
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longest night

[a service of-hope'and remembrance]

12/18/22 7PM

Longest Night [a service of hope and remembrance]

Longest Night is a simple, reflective worship gathering to remember our loved ones no
longer with us.

Expressions of joy, excitement, and happiness often mark the Christmas season. It’s a time
for families to gather and for churches to worship pointing to the hope that is found in the
coming of the Christ child. However, this time of joy and expectation can often overshad-
ow the pain and hurt many people experience during this season when the world's merri-
ment puts their grief and sorrow in stark relief.

Join us for this simple, reflective worship gathering on Sunday, December 18, at 7:00 PM
to remember our loved ones no longer with us during this holiday season.

The service will be led by:
-Rev. Brian Spahr (Parkview Chaplain)
-Cody Hardley (Licensed Spiritual Director)
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH

Food Bank Outreach

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite Church and Faith &
Light Food Pantries. Items needed for December are toilet paper, laundry soap, dish soap,
peanut butter, jelly, toothpaste, rice and oatmeal.

Study Connection Volunteers Needed

Croninger Elementary School is in need of tutors to help students on Monday afternoons
from 3:00-4:00 pm. Please contact Dave Beard (daveb@messiahlc.com) if you are able to
help.

Cold Kids

Crisp weather has returned and hats, gloves, and scarves are needed for our area elemen-
tary school kids. Also needed are lengths of fleece fabric (1/3 yard or more). Please place
any donations in the Cold Kids bin Satre Hall. Thank you for helping to keep our kids warm
this winter. For any questions, please contact Charnell at bcwmarker@aol.com.

The Lutheran Foundation News

The Lutheran Foundation held their annual meeting on November 15" We are blessed to
have Anne Simerman and Steve Van Wyngarden re-elected to the Board of Directors. In
the past 27 years, the Foundation has invested more than $194 million in grants to Lu-
theran Congregations, Schools and Ministries. The Honorable Charles Pratt talked about
strategic planning for the Foundation. Two areas are: One Generation to Another-The Lu-
theran Schools Initiative and Leadership Development. Marcia Haaff was recognized for
27 years of service. Mental Health focus was reaffirmed by the Board of Directors. Also,
The Lutheran Foundation has scholarships available for students in northeast Indiana for
health professions and nursing.
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£ THIS CHRISTMAS

Adopt a Christmas Family Program is once again helping those in need this Christmas sea-
son. We have adopted four families from our congregation and Lutheran Social Services.
There are gift tags on the Christmas tree at church and a sign-up on our website with a list
of requested gifts. Lutheran Social Services requests only Walmart gift cards this year so
they can take the family shopping. You can also send a check to Messiah as we will be
providing each family with a grocery store gift card. Please return all donations to Messiah
by December 11", If you have any questions, please contact Dave Beard at:
daveb@messiahlc.com.
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OPERATIONS

S Christmas is just around the corner
and we are here to help your holi-

" . day shopping be quick and easy!

' Everyone loves gift cards and Texas
Roadhouse! Combine the two and
your shopping list is complete. If you
= By have questions or if you are willing

- = B & to sell gift cards and need a copy of

B s i e pasmpemmes the order form please reach out to
GIFT CARD FUNDRAISER %

Messiah earns 10% of all sales! Save the Date (and order an extra gift card) for Messiah's
Dine to Donate event on February 6, 2023.

Christmas Is Coming! Support Messiah While You Shop Online!

Support Messiah while you shop at smile.amazon.com. Amazon will donate .5% of eligible
purchases to Messiah Evangelical Lutheran. All you need to do is use this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1108277 (bookmark it so you can keep going back) and make
your purchases as you normally would. Please save and share this link with your family
and friends. It’s a great way for you to support Messiah Evangelical Lutheran with the
purchases you are already planning to make!

Choice Dollars Details

Do you have Choice Dollars to share? The Thrivent Choice program lets eligible members
recommend where some of Thrivent Financials’ charitable outreach funds go by directing
Choice Dollars. Visit www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice to direct yours today!
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OPERATIONS (cont)

Q;‘ THRIVENT Thrivent Action Teams

FINANCIAL®

) ) ) Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit mem-
Connecting faith & finances for good.”

bers to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation.
These funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated
by Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or
service projects of your choosing. Please consider directing your Action Teams to support
Messiah. If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout
the application and reporting process.

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your
loved ones.
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Online Giving and 2023 Pledges

Online Giving is AVAILABLE at www.messiahlc.com! This link allows you to indicate your
annual pledge, and then either set up a onetime payment or recurring payments: annual-
ly, quarterly, monthly, or weekly.

If you have not yet made a pledge for 2023 and would like to, we encourage you to pick
up an intent card in Satre Hall or the office, or contact us and we can help you through the
process. A pledge is a commitment of financial support for the year, which runs from Jan-
uary through December. Typically, pledges are paid in increments—weekly, monthly or
guarterly. You can give to the church without pledging, of course. Some people put mon-
ey in the offering plate at worship each week or once a month. Others give in a lump sum
at the beginning or end of the year. We encourage annual pledging because making and
keeping promises is an important spiritual discipline that fosters faithfulness and mutual
responsibility. Pledges also help the congregation to plan more wisely.

Church Staff Email Addresses

Pastor Tim Graham: pastortim@messiahlc.com

Executive Administrator Cory Dold: cory@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle: stan@messiahlc.com

Children, Youth, and Family Ministries Heidi Kissner: heidi@messiahlc.com
Director, Outreach Ministry Dave Beard: daveb@messiahlc.com

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard: portia@messiahlc.com
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons: denise@messiahlc.com

Technical Director Josh Gumbert: josh@messiahlc.com

Office Administrator Karla Myers: karla@messiahlc.com

Newsletter Editor: editor@messiahlc.com
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OPERATIONS (cont)

Inclement Weather Policy

As the winter season approaches, we want to remind everyone of Messiah’s inclem-

ent Weather Policy. Obviously, we want to stress the importance of safety to all who par-
ticipate at Messiah. In the event of inclement weather, or the anticipation

of inclement weather, here are the following schedules:

Sundays: One service, at 10:00 AM only; no Sunday school. This will be decided no later
than 6:00 AM.
Please check local TV station listings. It will show: “Messiah Lutheran — Fort Wayne:
10:00 AM Schedule”
Check the website: www.messiahlc.com
Check the Messiah Facebook page.

Weekday Daytime Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 6:00 AM.
Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.
Check the website: www.messiahlc.com
Check the Messiah Facebook page.

Weekday Evening Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 3:00 PM.
You can call the Church Office.
Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.
Check the website: www.messiahlc.com
Check the Messiah Facebook page.
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion,
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on...

MEAM — Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30)

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single,
young adults.

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to
emerging adults.

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life. We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster
hospitable and authentic conversations.

Families with Young Children

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young
children. Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and
future of our church.

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the
Preschool/Childcare ministry.

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.

Forever Young

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community.

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal
growth, fellowship, and service.
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