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The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 5, 2023 – 9:00 AM 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Our Mission:  To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an 
equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love 
of Christ and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, 
service, fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great 
Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE When Morning Gilds the Skies Marilynn Ham 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In ELW #532 
 

Here in this place the new light is streaming,  
now is the darkness vanished away;  
see in this space our fears and our dreaming  
brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,  
gather us in, the blind and the lame;  
call to us now, and we shall awaken,  
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry,  
we are the old who yearn for your face;  
we have been sung throughout all of hist’ry,  
called to be light to the whole human race. 
 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty,  
gather us in, the proud and the strong;  
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly,  
give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

Here we will take the wine and the water,  
here we will take the bread of new birth,  
here you shall call your sons and your daughters,  
call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion,  
give us to eat the bread that is you;  
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion  
lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

 

Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
not in some heaven, light years away—  
here in this place the new light is shining,  
now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
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Gather us in and hold us forever,  
gather us in and make us your own;  
gather us in, all peoples together,  
fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 
GREETING 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P Let us pray. Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call 
upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace 
and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

WORD 
 
CHORAL PSALMODY Come, My Light Anne Krentz Organ 

Sanctuary Choir 
 

Come, my light, and illumine my darkness. 
Come, my life, and revive me from death. 
Come, my physician, heal my wounds. 
Come, come, Jesus, the light of the world! 
 

Come, flame of divine love, 
and burn up the thorns of my sins, 
kindling my heart with the flame of thy love. 
 

Come, my king, sit upon the throne of my heart. 
Come and reign in my heart. 
For thou alone art my king and my lord. 
Come, come, Jesus, the light of the world! 

 
KIDS’ TALK  
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PSALMODY PSALM 112 
 

L Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord 
and have great delight in God’s commandments! 

C Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

 

L Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
and their righteousness will last forever. 

R Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.  

 

L It is good for them to be generous in lending 
and to manage their affairs with justice. 

C For they will never be shaken; 
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

 

L They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 

C Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

 

L They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; 
they will hold up their head with honor. 

C The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; 
the desires of the wicked will perish.  

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Congregation: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assisting Minister: Jesus says, I am the light of the world; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. (John 8:12) 

 

Congregation repeats alleluias. 
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GOSPEL MATTHEW 5:13-20 
 

R The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said: 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness 
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to 
abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one 
of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

R The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GREETING 
 

P Grace, mercy and peace be to you from God our Father and the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
C Amen. 

 
MESSAGE “God’s Promise of Guidance” Pastor Tim Graham 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Christ, Be Our Light Hymn #715 
 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people,  
light for the world to see. 
 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church  
gathered today. 
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Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow’r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 
 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church  
gathered today. 

 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others,  
shared until all are fed. 
 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church  
gathered today. 

 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others,  
walls made of living stone. 
 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church  
gathered today. 

 

Many the gifts, many the people,  
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another,  
signs of your kingdom come. 
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Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church  
gathered today. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

A With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.   

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

A Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give the 
church everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated and practiced 
injustice of any kind, including against people of color, women, and LGBTQ persons 
and families. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark 
night. Sustain the unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and animals we know 
well. Bring healing to lands and communities experiencing natural disasters, 
including Floridians still recovering from the devastation of Hurricane Ian. Merciful 
God, 

C receive our prayer. 
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A Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in business and 
industry, that workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and 
raise up politicians to heed your call for nations to practice righteousness. Bring 
peace and healing to war-torn nations including Ukraine. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an 
end to hunger, and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in 
their homes or violence in their communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way 
including Shannon Gearhart, Janet Gearhart, Dirk Hansen, Jena Rejak, Chuck Ellis, 
Gynovel Henry, and Jeanie Popoff. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your 
commandments, that we are generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in 
our trust in you, ready with tangible mercy and compassion for our neighbors. 
Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you for 
all whose unshaken faith in Christ shines forth in their witness. Keep them in our 
remembrance and bring us with them into the kingdom of heaven. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

P We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified. 

C Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

P We give you thanks, O God, for your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, in the 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. . . 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
INVITATION 
 

P Come and taste the joy of God! 
 

DISTRIBUTION The Solid Rock/’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus Howard Helvey 
 
BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

C Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A Let us pray.  Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly 
from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey 
humbly with you. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 
 
SENDING HYMN This Little Light of Mine Hymn #677 
 

This little light of mine,  
I’m gonna let it shine;  
this little light of mine, 
I’m gonna let it shine; 
this little light of mine, 
I’m gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Ev’ry where I go, 
I’m gonna let it shine; 
ev’ry where I go, 
I’m gonna let it shine; 
ev’ry where I go, 
I’m gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Jesus gave it to me, 
I’m gonna let it shine; 
Jesus gave it to me, 
I’m gonna let it shine; 
Jesus gave it to me, 
I’m gonna let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P . . . in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

A Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   
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Assisting in the service today: 
 

Pastor Timothy Graham 
Assisting Minister Beth Crilly 
Pianist Stan Engle 
Technical Director Josh Gumbert 
AV Technicians Emily Blackman, Richard Hambrock 

Lector Joe Kinder 
Communion Assistants Diana Vargo, Sharon Clark 
Ushers Steve & Cathy Berlin 
Greeters John & Norma Wehrle 


