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The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 26, 2023 – 9:00 AM 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Our Mission:  To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an 
equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love 
of Christ and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, 
service, fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great 
Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say Valerie A. Floeter 
See ELW #611 for the text of this hymn. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
as we seek to follow in your way of life. 

C Amen. 
 

P Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 
so that all may receive life. 
This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, 

☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

C Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN What Wondrous Love Is This ELW #666 
 

What wondrous love is this,  
O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this  
that caused the Lord of bliss  
to bear the dreadful curse  
for my soul, for my soul,  
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 

When I was sinking down,  
sinking down, sinking down,  
when I was sinking down, sinking down,  
when I was sinking down  
beneath God’s righteous frown,  
Christ laid aside his crown  
for my soul, for my soul,  
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

To God and to the Lamb  
I will sing, I will sing,  
to God and to the Lamb I will sing;  
to God and to the Lamb  
who is the great I AM,  
while millions join the theme,  
I will sing, I will sing,  
while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

And when from death I’m free,  
I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;  
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on;  
and when from death I’m free,  
I’ll sing God’s love for me,  
and through eternity  
I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on;  
and through eternity I’ll sing on. 
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GREETING 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and 
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life 
in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

WORD 
 
CHORAL MEDITATION Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart arr. Stan Engle 
 Sanctuary Choir  
 

Lord, thee I love with all my heart;  
I pray thee, ne’er from me depart;  
with tender mercy cheer me. 
Earth has no pleasure I would share,  
yea, heaven itself were void and bare  
if thou, Lord, were not near me. 
And should my heart for sorrow break,  
my trust in thee can nothing shake. 
Thou art the portion I have sought;  
thy precious blood my soul has bought. 
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord,  
forsake me not! I trust thy word. 

 
KIDS’ TALK  
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FIRST READING ROMANS 8:6-11 
 

L Let us listen for the word of the Lord. 
 

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 
God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life 
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
LENTEN ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL JOHN 11:1-45 

 

P The gospel according to John, the eleventh chapter. 
 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; 
her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is 
ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s 
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 
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and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. 

7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to 
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, 
because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is 
not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going 
there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes 
in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 
him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When 
Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So 
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 
lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not 
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always 
hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead 
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man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 

 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
GREETING 
 

P Grace, mercy and peace be to you from God our Father and the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
C Amen. 

 
MESSAGE  Pastor Brian Spahr 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing Hymn #886 
Stanzas 1-4, 6 
 

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
my great Redeemer’s praise,  
the glories of my God and king,  
the triumphs of his grace! 
 

My gracious Master and my God,  
assist me to proclaim,  
to spread through all the earth abroad  
the honors of your name. 
 

The name of Jesus charms our fears  
and bids our sorrows cease,  
sings music in the sinner’s ear,  
brings life and health and peace. 
 

He speaks, and list’ning to his voice,  
new life the dead receive;  
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice,  
the humble poor believe. 
 

To God all glory, praise, and love  
be now and ever giv’n  
by saints below and saints above,  
the church in earth and heav’n. 
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NEW MEMBER INSTALLATION 
 

P Today we welcome new members into our worshipping community at Messiah 
Lutheran Church. In doing so, these individuals will make public affirmation of their 
baptism and faith. At this service we welcome the following individuals to join us in 
our mission to help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.  

 

 Let us pray.  Loving God, thank you for these children of God, whom you have 
made your own in the gift of baptism. Enlighten and nourish them in this 
community of faith. Uphold us in the promises of baptism to support each of them 
in their life of faith. Unite us all in this gift. We ask in the name of Christ.  

C Amen.   
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

P I ask you all — the entire body assembled here this morning — to profess 
your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

 

P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
AFFIRMATION IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ASSEMBLY 
 

P Dear Friends, you have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend 
to continue in the faith covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the Word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ  

through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and 
to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

New Members’ Response: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.  
 

P People of God gathered here today, do you promise to support these new 
partners in faith and support them in their life in Christ? 

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.  
 

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through the water and the 
Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to 
eternal life. Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up the gift of your Holy 
Spirit in each these children of God; confirm their faith, guide their lives, 
empower them in serving, give them patience in suffering, and bring them 
to everlasting life.  

C Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

A Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

 

A brief silence. 
 

A You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. Deepen our 
partnerships with our companion churches around the globe, and bless the work of 
missionaries who accompany them. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 



The Fifth Sunday in Lent Page 11 
 

A Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore ecosystems 
in need of healing. Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the needs of the soil 
beneath our feet and the air all around. Lead communities affected by natural 
disasters to recovery and grant them hope in your bountiful creation. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of oppression. Unbind 
nations and societies from the sins of racism, sexism, and homophobia. Raise up 
leaders at all levels of government who work to promote the dignity of every 
human life. Bring peace to nations at war, including Ukraine and Russia, and 
protect the vulnerable from the devastating consequences of war. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve, including the families 
of Jim Gibbons, Margery Timbrook, and Todd Ort. Linger near all who are troubled 
by illness including Harriet Paul, Sarah Tackett, newborn Cassian Edmund Farlee, 
Kathy Johnsonbaugh, Karen Bickhart, Kathy Ruprecht, Heather Behnke, Matthew 
Eastman, Sharon Frane, Jena Rejak, Alfred Tangeman, and Helen Jinks. You hear us 
when we call to you. Deliver us from the depths of our despair, and free us from 
the worries that bind us. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

A Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this 
congregation including the sanctuary Choir, the Handbell Choir, Stan Engle, Jerry 
Reff, Owen Counterman, Warren Jarvis, Richard Hambrock, Isabelle Lugo, Brian 
Spahr, Chad Sparkman, and all who lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving and 
in songs of lament and prayer. Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With 
thanksgiving, we remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love. 
Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

P We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise 
to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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MEAL 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 DIALOGUE 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

P We give you thanks, O God, for your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, in the 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. . . 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
INVITATION 
 

P Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 

DISTRIBUTION What Wondrous Love Is This American folk hymn 
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BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

C Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A Let us pray.  Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs 
of our neighbors and touch the world with your love. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

SENDING HYMN You Are the Way Hymn #758 
 

You are the way; to you alone  
from sin and death we flee;  
all those who search for God you find  
and by your grace set free. 
 

You are the truth; your word alone  
true wisdom can impart;  
you only can inform the mind  
and purify the heart. 
 

You are the life; the rending tomb  
proclaims your conqu’ring arm;  
and those who put their trust in you  
not death nor hell shall harm. 
 

You are the way, the truth, the life;  
grant us that way to know,  
that truth to keep, that life to win,  
whose joys eternal flow. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

P . . . in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
 

A Go in peace. Serve in love. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   
   

 
 
Assisting in the service today: 
 

Pastor Timothy Graham 
Pastor Brian Spahr 
Assisting Minister Jan Johnson 
Pianist Stan Engle 
Technical Director Josh Gumbert 
AV Technicians Emily Blackman, Richard Hambrock 

Lector Kristy Huffine 
Communion Assistants Sharon Clark, Kristy Huffine 
Ushers Rex & Ginny Smith 
Greeter Pat Strasser 


