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Welcome to Messiah’s Praise Service! This service is intended to be laid back, less formal,  
and down to earth. So, come as you are. Praise takes shape in many forms…lifting your 
hands, singing along, dancing, saying amen out loud, smiling, and cheering others. We hope 
you are comfortable to Praise God as the Spirit moves you. We are also hopeful that the 
Spirit will move you to respond outside your comfort zone! Thank you for joining us! 
 

 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 26, 2023 – 10:30 AM 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Our Mission:  To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.   

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an 
equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love 
of Christ and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, 
service, fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great 
Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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SONG Because He Lives (Amen) 
 

I believe in the Son 
I believe in the Risen One 
I believe I overcome 
By the power of His blood 
 

Amen amen 
I'm alive I'm alive because He lives 
Amen amen 
Let my song join the one that never ends 
(Because He lives) 
 

I was dead in the grave 
I was covered in sin and shame 
I heard mercy call my name 
He rolled the stone away 
Because He lives I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives ev'ry fear is gone 
I know He holds my life 
My future in His hand 
 

Because He lives 
 

CCLI Song # 7027887 
Chris Tomlin | Daniel Carson | Ed Cash | Gloria Gaither | Jason Ingram | Matt Maher | William J. Gaither 
CCLI License # 2253543 

 
SONG As for Me 
 

Your love oh Lord is strength to my soul 
Hope for tomorrow it won't let go 
Your presence is the joy of my life 
To You I lift my eyes 
 

As for me and my house we will serve the Lord 
We will sing of Your love forevermore 
As for me and my house we will serve the Lord 
Serve the Lord 
 

Your word alone a lamp to my feet 
A light to my path as You're leading me 
Your ways oh Lord are higher than mine 
To You I lift my eyes 
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Open up every door 
Write it on every wall 
Sing it in every room 
 

CCLI Song # 7168696 
Chris Tomlin | Jason Ingram | Pat Barrett 
CCLI License # 2253543 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYER 
 
SONG Our God 
 

Water You turned into wine 
Opened the eyes of the blind 
There's no one like You 
None like You 
 

Into the darkness You shine 
Out of the ashes we rise 
There's no one like You 
None like You 
 

Our God is greater 
Our God is stronger 
God You are higher than any other 
Our God is healer 
Awesome in power our God our God 
 

And if our God is for us 
Then who could ever stop us 
And if our God is with us 
Then what could stand against 
And if our God is for us 
Then who could ever stop us 
And if our God is with us 
Then what could stand against 
(Then) what could stand against 
 

CCLI Song # 5677416 
Chris Tomlin | Jesse Reeves | Jonas Myrin | Matt Redman 
CCLI License # 2253543 
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NEW MEMBER INSTALLATION 
 

P Today we welcome new members into our worshipping community at Messiah 
Lutheran Church. In doing so, these individuals will make public affirmation of their 
baptism and faith. At this service we welcome the following individuals to join us in 
our mission to help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.  

 

 Let us pray.  Loving God, thank you for these children of God, whom you have 
made your own in the gift of baptism. Enlighten and nourish them in this 
community of faith. Uphold us in the promises of baptism to support each of them 
in their life of faith. Unite us all in this gift. We ask in the name of Christ.  

C Amen.   
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

P I ask you all — the entire body assembled here this morning — to profess 
your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

 

P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
AFFIRMATION IN THE PRESENCE OF THE ASSEMBLY 
 

P Dear Friends, you have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend 
to continue in the faith covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the Word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ  

through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and 
to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

New Members’ Response: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.  
 

P People of God gathered here today, do you promise to support these new 
partners in faith and support them in their life in Christ? 

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.  
 

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through the water and the 
Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to 
eternal life. Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up the gift of your Holy 
Spirit in each these children of God; confirm their faith, guide their lives, 
empower them in serving, give them patience in suffering, and bring them 
to everlasting life.  

C Amen. 
 
KIDS’ TALK 
 
GOSPEL JOHN 11:1-45 

 

P The gospel according to John, the eleventh chapter. 
 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; 
her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is 
ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s 
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glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. 

7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to 
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, 
because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is 
not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going 
there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 
him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 
life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes 
in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 
him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When 
Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So 
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 
lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not 
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always 
hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
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you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 

 

P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

MESSAGE  Pastor Brian Spahr 
 
COMMUNION 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

P We give thanks to you, O God, for your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who, in the night in which he was betrayed, took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is  
my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. . . 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

INVITATION 
 

P Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 
COMMUNE ONLINE ATTENDEES 
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COMMUNION SONG Oceans (Where Feet May Fail) 
 

You call me out upon the waters 
The great unknown where feet may fail 
And there I find You in the mystery 
In oceans deep my faith will stand 
 

And I will call upon Your name 
And keep my eyes above the waves 
When oceans rise 
My soul will rest in Your embrace 
For I am Yours and You are mine 
 

Your grace abounds in deepest waters 
Your sov'reign hand will be my guide 
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me 
You've never failed and You won't start now 
 

Oh and You are mine oh 
 

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders 
Let me walk upon the waters 
Wherever You would call me 
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander 
And my faith will be made stronger 
In the presence of my Saviour 
 

Yeah yeah yeah yeah 
Oh Jesus yeah my God 
 

I will call upon Your name 
Keep my eyes above the waves 
My soul will rest in Your embrace 
I am Yours and You are mine 
 

CCLI Song # 6428767 
Joel Houston | Matt Crocker | Salomon Ligthelm 
CCLI License # 2253543 

 
BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
 in his grace. 
C Amen. 
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SONG Graves into Gardens 
 

I searched the world but it couldn't fill me 
Man's empty praise and treasures that fade 
Are never enough 
Then You came along and put me back together 
And every desire is now satisfied here in Your love 
 

Oh there's nothing better than You 
There's nothing better than You 
Lord there's nothing 
Nothing is better than You 
 

I'm not afraid to show You my weakness 
My failures and flaws 
Lord You've seen them all 
And You still call me friend 
'Cause the God of the mountain 
Is the God of the valley 
There's not a place 
Your mercy and grace won't find me again 
 

You turn mourning to dancing 
You give beauty for ashes 
You turn shame into glory 
You're the only one who can 
 

You turn graves into gardens 
You turn bones into armies 
You turn seas into highways 
You're the only one who can 
 

CCLI Song # 7138219 
Brandon Lake | Chris Brown | Steven Furtick | Tiffany Hudson 
CCLI License # 2253543 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
DISMISSAL 
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Assisting in the service today: 
 

Pastor Tim Graham 
Pastor Brian Spahr 
Musician Owen Counterman 
Technical Director Josh Gumbert 
AV Technicians Richard Hambrock, Emily Blackman 
Communion Assistants Kent & Janet Hartman 
Ushers Roger McDannold, Lon Gearhart 


