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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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 CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Sunday, July 2: 5th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM – Outdoor at Hickman Chapel w/Communion 

10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion  

 

Sunday, July 9: 6th Sunday after Pentecost  
9:00 AM – Outdoor at Hickman Chapel w/Communion 

10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion  

 

Sunday, July 16: 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM – Outdoor at Hickman Chapel w/Communion 

10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion 

 

Sunday, July 23: 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM – Outdoor at Hickman Chapel w/Communion 

10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion  

 

Sunday, July 30: 9th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM – Outdoor at Hickman Chapel w/Communion 

10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion  

 

Sunday, August 6: 10th Sunday after Pentecost 

  Backpack & Back-to-School Blessings (eeks) 
9:00 AM – Outdoor at Hickman Chapel w/Communion 

10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion 
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Pr. Tim’s News  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

Our worship schedule remains the same through August 27th, 2023.  

9:00 AM, Tony Hickman Chapel (Outside), with Communion (bring your 
own lawn chair). Should weather cause a nuisance, we will move in-
doors. So, get those lawn chairs ready! Looking forward to worshipping 

in the beautiful outdoor space God has given Messiah Lutheran Church. 

10:30 AM, In-person & Livestream with Communion, indoors in the Sanctuary. 

 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!!! 

VBS was completed June 5th-9th. With 60 children in attendance, and more than 30 volun-
teers, we Twist(ed) and Turn(ed) with great delight. Many thanks to Heidi Kissner and the 
team of volunteers that supported her leadership for this amazing week! Way to go,  
Messiah! 

Confirmation Camp went off without any hitches. Eight youth along with PT and Heidi sur-
vived the elements and each other for an entire week at Camp Lutherwald. Fun was had 
by all, as well deeper connections with each other, and new friendship with many others. 
Thank you for supporting this amazing ministry, Messiah! 

 

COMMUNICATION NEWS 

Don’t forget to opt-in to receive text messages from Messiah. It’s a great way to receive 
up-to-date alerts and information. If you have not received this email, please contact the 
church office by phone or email to get connected. Easy-peasy!  

P.S. Printed copies of the Messenger newsletter are available at the Info Center.  

 

STEWARDSHIP ENCOURAGEMENT 

In July, we will be collecting monetary donations for Lutheran Senior Care Ministry 
(LSCM). LSCM provides a Word and Worship ministry to people living in nursing homes, 
assisted living centers, and adult day services in the greater Fort Wayne area. Currently 
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over 30 facilities are being served by 18 Lutheran chaplains who are active or retired pas-
tors or deaconesses.  

Please, if you’re able, make a contribution to LSCM through Messiah. We would like to 
raise $1000 for this critical ministry. Pr. Tim also serves on the board of this ministry.  

Also, please remember Messiah with your offerings in the summer months! We offer se-
cure, online giving through our website so that even when we’re away, we can still main-
tain our financial commitment to God. Please contact the church office if you have any 
questions about or need assistance to navigate online giving. 

 

BUILDING NEWS 

The lines have been painted in the parking lot. What a difference a few lines make! By the 
time you read this, the north side of the campus, near the Messiah Childcare entrance, 
should be repaved as well. In addition, there will also be some sidewalk and curb repairs 
made, specifically by the handicap accessible areas in the main lot.  

 

CALLING AN ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

The Call Team is meeting with the pastoral candidate in the second week of July. Continue 
to pray for this team in their work as well as the pastoral candidate. May God guide these 
conversations and bless these participants as they prayerfully make decisions.  

 

May God’s Spirit guide Messiah Lutheran Church as we look to share the love of Christ 
with our community and the world.  

In Christ’s love,  

Pr. Tim Graham 
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Twists & Turns Vacation Bible School 2023 Recap 

Thanks to all who helped, supported, participated and prayed for our Twists & Turns Va-
cation Bible School this year!  We touched over 25 families and 60 children and raised 
money for the Dane Farlee Foundation for Riley’s Children’s Hospital and collected snack 
pack donations for Ronald McDonald House Comfort Cart & Pantry for the RMH families.  
We had a great week learning that Jesus guides us through all the twists and turns of their 
lives. Even when we mess up it’s never “game over.”  We are looking forward to another 
fun week of VBS in 2024! 

 

Save the Date!!  ELCA Youth Gathering 2024 

We will be taking a group to the ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans July 16-20, 
2024!!  The ELCA Youth Gathering is a week long experience where ELCA youth, from all 
over the United States gather for worship, workshops and community service.  The Gath-
ering is for students 8th through 12th grade (2023-2024).  There is also a young adult por-
tion of the gathering for ages 18-35.  Watch emails in July for more information and an 
informational meeting in early September. 

 

Messiah Adult Bible Studies 

Our Bible studies are still on break for summer in July and will resume in the first full week 
of August. However, this is what the schedule usually looks like. We hope you can find a 
group that will interest you as well as fit your schedule. If schedule is an issue, please con-
tact Pr. Tim to discuss any possible alternative interest opportunities.  

Tuesday Quest, at 9 AM:  Traditionally, we have studied the Lectionary text, that is, 
the Bible passages selected for the upcoming Sunday. However, we entertain an occa-
sional book study from time to time.   

Wednesday at 10 AM:  This lively group began as a Zoom group during Covid and then 
decided to continue meeting in person after Covid restrictions. Typically, this group 
studies books of the Bible or biblical topics. Recently, we’ve been reviewing recent 
sermons. This group resumes meeting on August 10. 

GROWTH & LEARNING 
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Marriage 
Larraine Graham and Cody Williamson, June 4 
 
 

Deaths 
Jeanie Popoff, May 26 
Leone Schmidt, May 26 
Marge Walls, June 17 
 

BOOK OF LIFE 

Thursday at 10 AM: Another active group that was initiated during Covid and contin-
ued afterward. This group encounters a mixture of Bible studies and book studies. This 
group also resumes meeting on August 10. 

Thursday Good News Study Group at 6:30 PM: The DNA of this group is focused on   
in-depth Bible study, engaging biblical texts as thoroughly as possible.  This group also 
resumes meeting on August 10. 

NO EXPERIENCE OR PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY! If you have an interest in deep-
ening your faith and understanding with the others seeking the same, please prayerfully 
consider joining us. Please send an email to pastortim@messiahlc.com.  

mailto:pastortim@messiahlc.com
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Woman to Woman     July 2023 
I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. for the gift of hope in troubling times. 20¢ 

2. for the beauty of summer and the glorious world around us. 5¢ 

3. for peace in the world today. 10¢ 

4. for our freedom as a nation and those who fight to preserve it. 25¢ 

5. for the strength you give me when I need it. 10¢ 

6. for the gift of contentment. 5¢ 

7. for the comfort and challenge of your word. 10¢ 

8. for the faithful ministry of Pastor Tim and all of our church staff. Bless them always. 25¢ 

9. for creating me and all that exists. 10¢ 

10. for hearing us every time we talk to you. Help us to be more faithful in prayer. 25¢ 

11. for the powerful message and harmony of music to inspire us and bring us joy. 5¢ 

12. for the gift of my car that takes me where I want to go. 10¢ 

13. for the praises we sing to your holy name. 25¢ 

14. for the blessings you have bestowed on me; may I be eternally grateful. 10¢ 

15. for giving me the faith I need to do God’s will, through Christ. 5¢ 

16. for the washing machine which makes laundry so much easier. 10¢ 

17. for the stars and their endless light, reminding me of your endless love. 25¢ 

18. for your faithful presence in times of stress. 10¢ 

19. for the Bible and the power of God’s written word. 25¢ 

20. for creating within each person her own unique gift to share. 15.¢ 

21. for the many gifts and joys of summer given to us through God’s bountiful blessings. 10¢ 

22. for the opportunity to share your love through Christ. 20¢ 

23. Lord, give me patience to understand what you need of me. 5¢ 

24. for the gift of prayer. Lead me to continue praying always. 15¢ 

25. for the gifts of community and fellowship. 10¢ 

26. for the gift of forgiveness. Is there someone I need to forgive? 5¢ 

27. for providing strength and courage in times of trial and suffering. 10¢ 

28. for our sick and shut-ins. May we minister to them in their times of need. 10¢ 

29. for the gift of humor to see life’s many light moments. 10¢ 

30. Help me, Lord, to be a problem solver and not just a problem. 5¢ 

31. Help me to remember you answer prayers in your time, not mine. 20¢ 
 

Please remember to bring or send offering to church on Sunday, July 30. 
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CARE & NURTURE 

Summer Eye Health 

Normally we talk about eye health in a winter month that is devoted to that subject but it 
is important to review this information during the sunny summer months when we are all 
spending a lot of time outside. 

Ultraviolet rays, classified as UVA and UVB, not only wrinkle our skin, but can cause dam-
age the surface of our eyes as well as the cornea and lens.  The sun can accelerate the for-
mation of cataracts and pterygium (a non-cancerous growth over the cornea) and skin 
cancer of the eyelids.  Our eyes can even get sunburned. 

There is a lot we can do to keep our eyes healthy and protect our vision in the summer. 

Wear sunglasses that are marked as 100% UV protection (even on cloudy days) and add a 
wide brimmed hat for extra protection especially when around water, sand, or other high-
ly reflective surfaces.  Wearing swim goggles in the pool and splashing your eyes with 
fresh water immediately after getting out of the pool can help the tear film that keeps our 
eyes moist  and healthy.  Always wear protective and proper eye wear when mowing the 
lawn, trimming weeds, or playing baseball.  Don’t be an eye injury statistic! 

If you smoke – summer is a good time to quit!  Cigarette smoke, even secondhand, is a 
risk for many eye diseases including cataracts, macular degeneration, and more. 

As always — staying hydrated and eating healthy food can help to protect your eyes from 
damage and degeneration.  And since 80% of eye damage can occur before age 18, pro-
tect your children’s eyes as well with sunglasses and hats. 

So, get out there and enjoy the sunny days of summer while protecting your precious 
eyes, maybe from under a tree or patio umbrella. 

Messiah Parish Nurses 

 



10           July 2023       The Messenger 

 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

Food Bank Outreach 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,  
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items needed for July are canned vegetables, canned 
beans, egg noodles, shampoo, body soap, toothbrushes, and deodorant. 

 

Bags of Grace 

Thanks to your generous donations, on June 4 we were able to distribute 60 adult and 4 
children’s bags with the Gone Fishing group to the homeless downtown at their Sunday 
morning service. We appreciate your generosity in making this ministry possible. Our next 
distribution will be in late September so we are restocking our supplies and would appre-
ciate your donations. At this time, we are collecting individual protein items (Vienna sau-
sages, chicken or tuna, etc.), soap, toothpaste, gum, and cookies. In addition, in prepara-
tion for winter we are accepting gloves, blankets, and adult white tube or crew socks. We 
do not need hats at this time. Any items donated need to be individual and not require 
refrigeration, cooking, or a can opener. There is a collection bin located in Satre Hall. If 
you have any questions regarding this ministry, please contact Jan Johnson at                
justplainjan47@gmail.com or call 260-479-0946.   

 

School Supplies 

School will be starting soon, and supplies are being collected. Your help is greatly needed 
and appreciated. Thank you for your generosity. Please contact Bill or Charnell Marker at 
bcwmarker@aol.com with any questions. Needed supplies are:  

backpacks       #2 pencils    12” rulers 

3 ring binders      erasers     scissors 

wide ruled filler paper    crayons    hand sanitizer 

wide ruled spiral notebooks  white school glue  disinfectant wipes 

pencil boxes/pouches    glue sticks    tissues 

mailto:justplainjan47@gmail.com
mailto:bcwmarker@aol.com
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Messiah Quilters 

We invite all to join us as we make quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  Perhaps you have 
been busy during the colder months and find yourself with some summer free time.  Even 
if you can only come a couple of times during the summer – we welcome you to sew with 
us on Thursday mornings from 9:00 AM-12:00 PM in Satre Hall (the gym). These quilts are 
used as blankets, room dividers, bed mats, and more all across the world.  No experience 
necessary as we have jobs for sewers and non-sewers as well.  If you know what fabric is – 
you are qualified!  Please contact Jayne at jaynereff@gmail.com with any questions. 

 

Pickleball Returns 

Pickleball is resuming on Monday, July 10. We will play 6:00-8:00 PM on Mondays and 
Wednesdays. The cost is $3 per person per night. All adults in the community are wel-
come to play. Minimum age is 14 years old. Parents must accompany young people under 
the age of 18. We are not able to accommodate players' children at the church so other 
arrangements should be made for them. We will have 2 courts for seasoned players and 
one court for beginners. Players should bring their own paddles. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Amy Gilbert at agilbert2000@gmail.com. 

 

Rummage Sale 

Start rounding up your rummage for a fall sale to be held on Friday, September 15, and 
Saturday, September 16. Stay tuned for more info! 

 

mailto:jaynereff@gmail.com
mailto:agilbert2000@gmail.com
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH (cont) 

Lutheran Night with the Fort Wayne TinCaps! 

Come join us for a fun night out at the ballpark on Tuesday, August 1, 7:05 PM, for the 
18th annual Lutheran Night! Tickets are only $12.00 each. (See the order form on the next 
page or sign up at church.)  $1.00 from each ticket purchased be shared with Lutheran Life 
Villages' Employee Assistance Program, a mental health and wellness program for LLV staff  
and their immediate family. This will be an exciting evening full of fellowship, baseball, and 
fireworks! This is also family feast night! Enjoy hot dogs, popcorn, pizza slices, and soft 
drinks for only $2.00 each. Enjoy a spectacular fireworks display shot directly from the 
field. See order form for more details.  



 

The Messenger        July 2023            13 



14           July 2023       The Messenger 

 

OPERATIONS 

Indoor & Outdoor Work Day 

Join us on Saturday, July 22, at 9:00 AM for a church  work day! If 
you can work outdoors pulling weeds and otherwise spiffing up the 
grounds, bring your  gloves, rakes, and any yard tools you can think 
of. There is indoor work also, including drywall repair and painting. 
Contact Denise (260-485-8716 or denise@messiahlc.com) for more 
info or if you can help. Many hands make lighter work! 

 

Kroger Rewards  

Please support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger. Wheth-
er you’re picking up a gallon of milk or need a whole week’s worth of groceries, you can 
take advantage of the Kroger Community Rewards program and help our Childcare & Pre-
school ministry while you shop. Kroger rewards our Childcare & Preschool with a quarterly 
donation when our supporters select us as their charity of choice and use their Kroger 
Plus Card to shop. 

Here’s how to get started:  Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on 
Create an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) 
or click on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah 
Lutheran Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice).  Our organization number is 
VU077. Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage 
your family and friends to enroll as well! 

 

Have you considered planned giving? 

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a 
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your 
loved ones. 

mailto:denise@messiahlc.com
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Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year.  Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects.  If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer.  If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.   

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that 
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial 
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously!  This is 
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation.  
These funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated 
by Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or 
service projects of your choosing.  Please consider directing your Action Teams to support 
Messiah.  If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office.  We are more than willing to work with you throughout 
the application and reporting process.   

 

Online Giving and 2023 Pledges 

Online Giving is AVAILABLE at www.messiahlc.com!  This link allows you to indicate your 
annual pledge, and then either set up a onetime payment or recurring payments: annual-
ly, quarterly, monthly, or weekly.  

If you have not yet made a pledge for 2023 and would like to, we encourage you to con-
tact us and we can help you through the process.  A pledge is a commitment of financial 
support for the year, which runs from January through December. Typically, pledges are 
paid in increments—weekly, monthly or quarterly. You can give to the church without 
pledging, of course. Some people put money in the offering plate at worship each week or 
once a month. Others give in a lump sum at the beginning or end of the year. We encour-
age annual pledging because making and keeping promises is an important spiritual disci-
pline that fosters faithfulness and mutual responsibility. Pledges also help the congrega-
tion to plan more wisely. 

 

mailto:www.messiahlc.com
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OPERATIONS (cont) 

Church Staff Email Addresses 

Pastor Tim Graham pastortim@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 
Director, Children, Youth, & Family Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com 
Technical Director Josh Gumbert josh@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers karla@messiahlc.com 
 

 

Church Board Email Addresses 

Chair Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 
Vice Chair Mary Satre mesatre@comcast.net 
Treasurer Steve Berlin steveber@hotmail.com 
Secretary Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com 
Shelly Musolf shelly.musolf@yahoo.com 
Steve Van Wyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 
 

 

mailto:pastortim@messiahlc.com
mailto:cory@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:denise@messiahlc.com
mailto:josh@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
mailto:%22Cynthia%20Riebersal%22%20%3Ccariebersal%40gmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Mary%20Satre%22%20%3Cmesatre%40comcast.net%3E
mailto:%22Steven%20Berlin%22%20%3Csteveber%40hotmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Beth%20Crilly%22%20%3Cbac1011%40msn.com%3E
mailto:%22Shelly%20Musolf%22%20%3Cshelly.musolf%40yahoo.com%3E
mailto:%22Steve%20Van%20Wyngarden%22%20%3Cstevevanw%40comcast.net%3E
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Senior Pastor 
Timothy Graham, M. Div. 

 

Pastor Emeritus 
Carl H. Satre, D.D. 

 

* 
Sunday Services 

 

9:00 AM 
In person and online 

 

10:30 AM 
In person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


