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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 



 

The Messenger        October 2023           3 

 CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Sunday, October 1:  18th Sunday after Pentecost, Bible Sunday 
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion  
 

Sunday, October 8:  19th Sunday after Pentecost 
*ONE SERVICE 10:00 AM, CONGREGATIONAL VOTE* 
Lunch after Worship 
Conversation and Q&A with Pr. Brian Spahr 
Vote  
 

Sunday, October 15:  20th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion 
6:00 PM – Remembrance Service for Pregnancy, Infant, and Child Loss 
 

Sunday, October 22:  21st Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion  
 

Sunday, October 29:  22nd Sunday after Pentecost, Reformation 
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion  
 

Sunday, Nov. 5:  All Saints Sunday, Remembering Those Who Died This 
Past Year 
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion 
 

Sunday, Nov. 19:  25th Sunday after Pentecost, Annual Congregational 
Meeting  
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Pr. Tim’s News  

VOTING AND CALLING THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

You’ve heard by now, Messiah’s candidate for Associate Pastor is the 
Rev. Brian Spahr. I believe he is familiar to Messiah. Pr. Brian’s family 
joined in 2021, he has preached a few times, and he has shared his mu-
sical gifts at the 10:30 worship service several times. You might also 

remember Pr. Brian published his first book recently, “Don’t You Care That We Are 
Drowning (and Other Unexpected Prayers).” We have used it in some of our study groups.  

Worship will begin at 10:00 AM with a blended service of music. Pr. Brian will preach and 
lead the Kids’ Talk. It is the second Sunday, so we will watch a Noisy Offering video (bring 
your change!). And we will take a few moments to give thanks for and bless the quilts be-
ing sent off to Lutheran World Relief. After worship, we will have lunch in Satre Hall 
(gymnasium).  

The final step will be congregational voting — we will return back to the Worship Sanctu-
ary because the sound is simply better. First, you will register as voting members. Voting 
members are confirmed members who have communed and made a contribution of rec-
ord in this current year or last year. This is a legal action and as a result this vote must be 
conducted under these guidelines. Even if you are not a “voting member,” you are still 
encouraged to attend. 

The Rev. Dr. Cory Driver, Assistant to the Bishop for Emerging Ministers & Ministries, will 
represent the IK Synod of the ELCA Bishop’s Office and will facilitate this voting meeting. 
There will be two votes: the first to approve the call (this requires a two-thirds majority 
vote by written ballot); the second to approve the compensation package (a simple ma-
jority voice vote is all that is needed). Assuming a positive vote, we will work with the can-
didate to determine a start date and schedule an installation service (though the candi-
date can begin serving before installation). 

We give thanks to God for leading us to this point in time. We give God thanks for the 
hard work and discernment of our IK Synod Staff, and Messiah’s Call Team and Board of 
Directors. Please pray for Pr. Brian and Messiah Lutheran Church. “Thy will be done.” 

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE FOR PREGNANCY, INFANT, & CHILD LOSS – Sunday, Octo-
ber 15th, 6:00 PM, in the Worship Center  

This service has grown deeply meaningful for me. As I walk with families confronted with 
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these difficult moments, I am awestruck by the resiliency and faith of these families. They 
are vulnerable, hurting, and often overlooked.  

October is Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness month. One in four pregnancies end in 
loss. Many families struggle with infertility. Many families suffer in silence and long to 
know they are not walking this path alone. The loss of a child stays with parents, friends, 
and family members forever. We include those who have lost adult children as well. Fami-
lies face these deeply painful experiences daily but receive little attention.  

If you have experienced a loss or would like to show care or support to someone who has, 
please consider joining us at Messiah for this candle lighting vigil.  

STEWARDSHIP ENCOURAGEMENT 

Thank you for remembering Messiah Lutheran Church with your offerings! If you have fall-
en behind on your annual pledge or building pledge, we remain hopeful that you are able 
to catch up. Please contact the church office if you have any questions about or need as-
sistance to navigate online giving. 

In October, we will collect donations for Faith & Light Food Pantry…both monetary and 
food items. Faith & Light is desperate for staple food items such as peanut butter, pasta, 
tuna, and soups. Also, Faith & Light will be collecting Thanksgiving items, with a list to be 
announced soon. Please keep watch for that. 

Just in case you didn’t know… Faith & Light is a food pantry ministry located at Faith Lu-
theran Church, on Petit Avenue in Fort Wayne. The “Light” name comes from the former 
Light of the Cross Worship Center Ministry, which was formerly Grace Lutheran Church. 
Of course, historically, this pair of congregations (Faith and Grace) has had a long history 
of social justice in Fort Wayne, and we are thankful for the loving and nurturing ministry 
Faith & Light continues to provide our community!  

CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE 

It seems like a far-off event, but we all know it creeps up on us pretty quickly! This is one 
of those rare years where Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday. So, we had to rethink our wor-
ship schedule in honor of that reality.  

Sunday, December 24th, Christmas Eve 

10:00 AM –  

5:30 PM – Praise Worship           continued on next page 
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Pastor Tim’s News, continued 

7:30 PM – Traditional Worship 

11:00 PM – Lessons & Carols 

We will not have a worship service on Monday, December 25th. However, we are working 
on providing an online event that would be accessible.  

May God’s Spirit guide Messiah Lutheran Church as we look to share the love of Christ 
with our community and the world.  

 

In Christ’s love,  

Pr. Tim Graham 

BOOK OF LIFE 

Deaths 
Rick Powell, September 4 
Jenean Gibbons, September 13 
 

New Members, September 17 

Greg Bienz 
Adam Coleman 

 

Confirmation 

Isabel Marie Lugo, September 24 
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Not your ordinary month! 

Some months seem to offer the same opportunities week after 
week, while others provide a variety of special events to enrich 
our lives. October offers a rich variety of worship services to 
help us on our spiritual journey. Special worship opportunities 
this month include: 

Bible Sunday, October 1. At both services younger members of our congrega-
tion will receive Bibles appropriate for their age. May God’s Word live in their 
hearts! 

Special congregational meeting, October 8. We will have just one service, 
starting at 10:00 a.m. Associate pastor candidate Brian Spahr will preach during 
our worship, which will be followed by a lunch, a question-and-answer period 
with Pastor Spahr, and a vote regarding his call to Messiah.  

Remembrance Service, October 15, 6:00 p.m. Our annual service for those who 
have experienced the loss of an infant or pre-born child includes prayer, quiet 
time for reflection, and harp music that speaks to the soul. As with all our wor-
ship times, this is open to the public, so please invite friends or relatives who 
may find this time helpful in their journey of grief and healing. 

Commitment Sunday, October 22. Don’t forget to bring your annual financial 
pledges to church as we give back to God a small portion of what God has given 
to us. 

Reformation Sunday, October 29. On this day we are reminded of the rich lega-
cy of the Reformation of the sixteenth century that birthed the Lutheran church 
and other Protestant denominations, and we seek to find our own response to 
God’s call today. And don’t forget to wear red to commemorate this occasion! 

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,   

Stan Engle 
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Journey at Messiah (JAM) 

The Journey is Messiah’s children’s ministry, and JAM Time is our Sunday School for ages 
3 through 6th grade. JAM meets Sunday mornings during the 10:30 AM worship service in 
Rooms 6 and 7 in the west Childcare hallway.   

Join us on Sunday, October 1, for Bible Sunday as we give Bibles to children age 3, Kinder-
garteners, and 3rd grade. 

We use a rotation style of curriculum where we study one lesson over the span of 2-3 
Sundays in various forms such as crafts, games, videos, and sometimes food! In October 
we will be finishing our study of Adam and Eve, talking about Noah’s Ark, and starting the 
Ten Commandments. 

There will not be Journey on Sunday, October 8. 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING 

WORSHIP & MUSIC (cont) 

Messiah Worship Team News 

Welcome to the beautiful fall season in Indiana! We have been truly blessed to lead musi-
cally in our weekly services. Seeing our fellow congregants joining us in song is fantastic! 
Being able to serve as a backup band for some guest artists has been a long time coming 
and a dream come true. As we continue through Pentecost from summer, we look for-
ward to joining you in praising God through music. And as always, we pray that we can 
glorify our Lord and Savior in all of our thoughts, words, and deeds. 

We are always looking for other likeminded believers with a passion and talent for musical 
performance. If you have an interest in performing with or supporting the Messiah Wor-
ship Team, please contact us by email at josh@messiahlc.com. Or stop by the stage or the 
sound booth after any service that we perform at. We’d love to meet you and begin the 
relationship! 

mailto:josh@messiahlc.com
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This year we are requesting an online registration. This just assures we have each stu-
dent’s most up to date contact information as well as any allergy and emergency infor-
mation.  Link to this registration: https://forms.gle/a6YuuCJWu36fH1Vg6. This also will be 
on our website and Facebook page.  

 

Trunk or Treating and Movie Night, Friday, October 20 

On Friday, October 20, beginning at 5:30 PM, families are invited to join us as we cele-
brate fall with trunk or treating and an outdoor movie night! There will be designated cars 
on the south side of the church for the children to go around “trunk or treating.” In case 
of bad weather, we will cancel. Please watch Facebook the day of the event for updates. 

Volunteers/Donations: We are in need of adult and youth volunteers to sit in their cars, or 
parking spots, and hand out treats. We are also in need of bags of candy or other trinkets 
or treats for the children. Any donations can be left in the office. Come dressed up wear-
ing your costumes and decorate your vehicle! Bring a friend to have fun celebrating the 
fall season with Messiah!  

• 5:30-6:30 PM: Food Trucks — Drop It Like It’s Tot and Whip & Chill; cars that are 
providing trunks can set up  

• 6:30 PM: Trunk or Treat 

• Between 7:00 and 7:15 PM we will begin showing “It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie 
Brown!” on an outdoor screen!  

Registration is required. This is just so we know how many kids to plan for! You can regis-
ter at the following link:  https://forms.gle/19FUKKpUhjdYWwDD7 

There is no cost to this event, but we are collecting nonperishable food items for Associat-
ed Churches. 

Any questions, contact Heidi Kissner at heidi@messiahlc.com.  

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/a6YuuCJWu36fH1Vg6
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

Messiah Student Ministries 

Watch emails and Messenger for student ministry information. If you know a student who 
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE please let Heidi know at                           
heidi@messiahlc.com. Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through 
emails also.  

Link to this registration:  https://forms.gle/HfaPBgwZggCaaqgw5.  Link will also be on our 
website and Facebook page. 

 

Pulse  

• PULSE is our youth group for those entering grades 9-12, Fall 2023.   

• In October we will be meeting at the Youth House on Sundays, October 1, 8, 15, 
and 29, 4:00-6:00 PM, for snacks, fellowship, and discussion. 

• On October 22 PULSE will not be at the Youth House. We will be going to the Fort 
Wayne Haunted Castle. Cost is $10 and incudes both the Haunted Castle and Black 
Forest. We'll meet at the front gate at 6:45 PM. Depending on how busy they are 
will determine how long we are there. It closes at 9:00 PM. so pickup would be 
9:15 PM at the latest. 

• Sunday, October 15, will be Wing Challenge #2. We’ll be ordering from Corner 
Pocket Pub. Please RSVP to Heidi by Saturday, October 14. 

 

CIA  

• CIA is our youth group for those middle school students entering grades 7 and 8, 
Fall 2023. CIA stands for Confirmands in Action. We call it this because these are 
the years when the kids go through classes to prepare them for Confirmation in 
the Fall of their Freshman year.  

• Sundays, October 1 and 22, we will have our EDGE/CIA hangout at the Youth 
House, 12:00-2:00 PM.  We have a light lunch, fun, and some discussion. 

 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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• EDGE/CIA Fall Lock-In is Friday, October 13. Meet at church at 6:00 PM, then we’ll 
head up to the Corn Maze in Waterloo. After the Corn Maze we’ll head back to the 
Church and Youth House for the rest of the night. Pick up is at 7:00 AM Saturday 
morning.  Cost is $10/person and includes Corn Maze and hayride plus food and 
drinks at Lock-In. There is a concession stand at the Corn Maze with drinks, snacks, 
sandwiches...these will be the students' responsibility. Please have your student 
bring a snack and any movies they may want to share, as well as a pillow, blanket, 
and comfy clothes. Please RSVP for planning, food, and transportation purposes. 

• Confirmation Class will be Sunday, October 29, 12:00-3:00 PM. We are talking 
about the Bible this year in Confirmation class and will be using videos from “The 
Chosen” series for discussion. 

 

EDGE  

• EDGE is our youth group for those students entering grades 5 and 6, Fall 2023. 
Why EDGE? Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teen-
agers! EDGE is still part of our Journey (children’s Sunday School program) and will 
have their own Bible study on Sundays during the second service in Room #4 (west 
hallway of Childcare.)  

• In EDGE Bible Study this month we will be studying the lessons: Jesus is Tempted 
in the Desert, The Twelve Disciples, Jesus Walks on Water, and Jesus Multiplies the 
Loaves. 

• There is no EDGE Bible Study on Sunday, October 8. 

• Sundays, October 1 and 22, we will have our EDGE/CIA hangout at the Youth 
House, 12:00-2:00 PM. We have a light lunch, fun, and some discussion. 

• EDGE/CIA Fall Lock-In is Friday, October 13. Meet at church at 6:00 PM, then we’ll 
head up to the Corn Maze in Waterloo. After the Corn Maze we’ll head back to the 
Church and Youth House for the rest of the night. Pick up is at 7:00 AM Saturday 
morning.  Cost is $10/person and includes Corn Maze and hayride plus food and 
drinks at Lock-In. There is a concession stand at the Corn Maze with drinks, snacks, 
sandwiches...these will be the students' responsibility. Please have your student 
bring a snack and any movies they may want to share, as well as a pillow, blanket, 
and comfy clothes. Please RSVP for planning, food, and transportation purposes. 
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Bible Sunday 

The Journey will be handing out Bibles to 3 year olds, kindergarteners, and 3rd graders on 
Sunday, October 1, at both services. The children and their parents will be invited forward 
for the Bible blessing and presentation during the Kids’ Talk at both services. If you have 
any questions, please contact Heidi at heidi@messiahlc.com.  

 

Noisy Offering 

Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, October 8. Monies from Noisy Offering will go towards 
helping offset students’ travel costs for the 2024 CIA Mission Trip to Kenosha and to the 
ELCA Youth Gathering. 

 

Donut Sunday 

As part of or fundraising efforts for the ELCA Youth Gathering in July 2024, we will be hav-
ing Donut Sunday one Sunday per month through December. On October 22, meet us in 
the Narthex to grab some coffee and donuts before or after service. And stay and visit 
with us! Thanks to a Thrivent Action Team, 100% of all donations will go towards off-
setting students’ travel costs. 

 

CIA Kenosha Mission Trip 2024 

We will be taking a group of middle school students and adult chaperones to Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, for a Mission Trip June 23-June 28, 2024!  

• Students currently in grades 6-8 are eligible. 

• Total Cost for the trip is $850. We’ve submitted a grant through the Lutheran Foun-
dation to help with travel costs; if approved it will bring the total cost to $450. 

• Non refundable deposit of $50 is due by Wednesday, October 25, 2023. 

• If you are interested or for more info please let Heidi know, heidi@messiahlc.com. 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com


 

The Messenger        October 2023           13 

8th Graders - ELCA Youth Gathering 2024 

We will be taking a group of students and adult chaperones to New Orleans to the ELCA 
National Youth Gathering July 15-21, 2024! Every three years, thousands of high school 
youth and their adult leaders from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
gather for a week of faith formation and fellowship known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. 
Through inspiring speakers, conversations with partners, Bible study, and being immersed 
in the host city young people will be inspired, challenged, and called to live out their faith 
in their daily lives. Additionally, young people will have opportunities to explore their vo-
cation and find where they are being called into this world. 

• Students currently in grades 8-12 are eligible. 

• Cost for the trip is $1,958. We’ve submitted a grant through the Lutheran Founda-
tion to help with travel costs; along with participation in fundraising events, that will 
bring the total cost to $900. 

• Non refundable deposit of $150 is due by Wednesday, October 25, 2023. 

• Check signup genius link to signup for fundraisers: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30E044FAEAE2FA6F85-2024 

 

Youth Events in October 

PULSE 
Sunday, October 1 - Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM 

Sunday, October 8 - Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM 

Sunday, October 15 - Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM (Wing Challenge #2) 

Friday, October 20 - Trunk or Treat, 5:30 PM 

Sunday, October 22 - Haunted Castle & Black Forest, 6:45 PM 

Sunday, October 29 - Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM 

 

CIA 
Sunday, October 1 - EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12-2 PM 

Sunday, October 8 - No EDGE/CIA Youth House 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E044FAEAE2FA6F85-2024
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E044FAEAE2FA6F85-2024
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CIA, continued 
 

Friday, October 13 - EDGE/CIA Corn Maze & Lock-In, 6:00 PM 

Sunday, October 15 - No EDGE/CIA Youth House 

Friday, October 20 - Trunk or Treat, 5:30 PM 

Sunday, October 22 - EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM 

Sunday, October 29 - Confirmation Class, 12:00-3:00 PM, Youth House 

Sunday, Nov. 5 - Confirmation Class, 12:00-3:00 PM, Youth House 

 

EDGE  
Sunday, October 1 - Bible Study 10:30 AM Room # 5 (west Childcare hallway):            

Jesus Tempted in the Desert 

Sunday, October 1 - EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM 

Sunday, October 8 - No EDGE Bible Study  

Sunday, October 8 - No EDGE/CIA Youth House 

Friday, October 13 - EDGE/CIA Corn Maze & Lock-In, 6:00 PM 

Sunday, October 15 - Bible Study 10:30 AM Room # 5 (west Childcare hallway):          
12 Disciples/Fishers of Men 

Sunday, October 15 - No EDGE/CIA Youth House 

Friday, October 20 - Trunk or Treat, 5:30 PM 

Sunday, October 22 - Bible Study 10:30 AM Room # 5 (west Childcare hallway):         
Jesus Walks on Water  

Sunday, October 22 - EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM 

Sunday, October 29 - Bible Study 10:30 AM Room # 5 (west Childcare hallway):          
Jesus Multiplies the Loaves 

Sunday, October 29 - NO EDGE/CIA Youth House 

 

 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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Adult Bible Studies 

Our Bible studies are in full gear. Below is what the schedule usually looks like. We hope 
you can find a group that will interest you as well as fit your schedule. If the schedule is an 
issue, please contact Pr. Tim to discuss any possible alternative interest opportunities.  

Tuesday Quest, 9:00 AM: We are beginning a new study with Pr. Brian Spahr’s book, 
“Don’t You Care That We Are Drowning (and Other Unexpected Prayers).” I have a 
couple extra books (cost $11) and would love for new people to join us.  

Wednesday, 10:00 AM:  We are half-way through our Freedom of a Christian study, 
based on the Epistle of Galatians. The Apostle Paul writes: “For freedom Christ has set 
us free…” (Galatians 5:1).  

Thursday, 10:00 AM: We are putting the finishing touches on our “Getting Wiser and 
Older” study.  

Thursday Good News Study Group, 6:30 PM: We will complete our study of Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount, Matthew chapters 5-7. On October 5th, we will begin a new 
study looking at (tackling or wrestling) the book of Revelation!  

NO EXPERIENCE OR PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY! If you have an interest in deep-
ening your faith and understanding with the others seeking the same, please prayerfully 
consider joining us. Please send an email to pastortim@messiahlc.com.  

 

 

mailto:pastortim@messiahlc.com
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Messiah Metro — Childcare News 
Portia Howard, Director           October 2023 

    Hello Fall! Crisp mornings, pretty leaves... 
and pumpkin spice everything! We are all 
into the autumn vibes here in the childcare! 
Your child is working on fall themes such as: 
trees and leaves, pumpkins, and all things 
farm! Our shape this month is the oval, the 
color is orange, and they are learning about 
the number 2! We will have our annual 
“pumpkin patch” this month; this is where 
students are able to go out to our pumpkin 
patch and pick a small pumpkin to decorate 
and take home. If you would like to donate 
to the cause, please be sure to reach out to 
me! We will also be hosting our annual in-
house trick-or-treating on Tuesday, October 
31st, 10:30 a.m. If you would like your child 
to wear a costume, please pack it so that 
they can change into; please no props 
(swords, canes, etc.).  

Teacher Feature 

Our teacher feature this month is Miss 
Mara! Miss Mara is brand new to Mes-
siah! She is co-teacher in the 2-year-
old room. She has been in childcare for 
8 years and she also has a son named 
Everest. When Miss Mara is not at 
work here at Messiah, she likes to 
read, roller skate, and do hair. She 
loves the colors pink and yellow and 
her favorite food is carne asada fries.  
If you see Miss Mara, be sure to tell 
her hello!  

Upcoming Dates 

October 31st : In house Trick-or-Treating, 10:30 a.m. 

“I have come as Light into the world so 
that everyone who believes in Me will 
not remain in darkness.” — John 12:46 

Fun Facts Corner: October! 
 

“The Happiest Place on Earth,” Walt Disney 
World in Florida, officially opened its doors 
on October 1, 1971. 
 

October is national pizza month!! 
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Woman to Woman       October 2023 
 

I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. that I can worship today at Messiah and give thanks to God for his many blessings. 25¢ 
2. that I can pay my bills, and I pray for those who can’t. 10¢ 
3. for the sun that shines, offering us brightness and happiness. 5¢ 
4. for these hands to serve you as needs arise. 10¢ 
5. for your faithfulness to me. Never let me go. 25¢ 
6. for your love and comfort to all who have experienced illnesses or natural disasters. 25¢ 
7. for the leaves to rake and reminding me how they cooled the house past summer. 10¢ 
8. for these legs. Lead them where you will. 10¢ 
9. for the safe shelter you provide for me, through Christ. 20¢ 
10. for people who gave their lives for their faith in you. 15¢ 
11. for Pastor Tim and staff and the ministry they devote to God and Messiah. 25¢ 
12. for our children; our hope for the future. 5¢ 
13. for opening our hearts to hear of your Word in devotions. 10¢ 
14. for those who volunteer at church in many capacities. Thank them for their service. 10¢ 
15. for gathering all of our prayers into the grace of Christ’s love. 20¢ 
16. for remembering those who have suffered pregnancy, infant, and child loss. $1.00 
17. for forgiveness and restoration. 20¢ 
18. for all of my communication devices I have, and I give ten cents for each one. 
19. for the colorful beauty around me. Help me to appreciate it. 5¢ 
20. for giving us courage to live in your way of love, service, and generosity. 25¢ 
21. for our families who love and support us. 10¢ 
22. for helping us to remember that serving you is not a chore. 5¢ 
23. Help me to leave the worrying to you and to maintain trust in your will. 10¢ 
24. for the sun that shines and warms our spirits! 5¢ 
25. for our children, and may we teach them of Jesus’ love. 20¢ 
26. for my health and I pray for healing for those who need your love and care. 10¢ 
27. for helping us care for the strangers among us in any capacity. 10¢ 
28. for prayer, and I pray that you guide me in using it. 5¢ 
29. for the extra strength you give me to use in difficult times. 10¢ 
30. for the Reformation in recognition of the work of the great reformer, Martin Luther. 50¢ 
31. for God’s knowledge and love of us despite hiding our flaws and imperfections behind 

masks and costumes. 25¢ 
 

 Please bring or send offering to church last Sunday of month---October 29 
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CARE & NURTURE 

Prayer List 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns for these members and their families: 

Kandy Dold      Kathy Ruprecht     Chuck Ellis 
Sarah Tackett      Dave & Sue Myers    Walt Strasser 
Lois Merica      Dody Crilly      Joan Marshaus 
Kathy Johnsonbaugh    Chris Waldron     Ken Bertz 
Cathy Chester      Jena Rejak      Stephanie Welbaum 
Valerie Neuhouser 
 

Friends and Relatives of Messiah: (removed after 1 month unless otherwise notified) 
John Pearce (husband of Bobbi Pearce) 
Steve Montez  
Bryce Shull  
Lorraine Bell (mother of Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook) 
Jim Martin (friend of Sharon Clark) 
Tom Gust (friend of Jerry Reff) 
Don Tinker (brother of Denise Gibbons) 
Robert Buck (friend of Karla Myers) 
Marcus Black (son of Eric & Joyce Black) 
Max Matteson (grandson of Gracie Matteson) 
David Shuler (father of Jason Shuler) 
Hayden Rice (grandson of Dave & Sue Myers, nephew of Karla Myers) 
Tracie Tinker (niece of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 
Nancy Felheim (friend of the Myers family) 
Dave Shuler (father of Jason Shuler) 
Stan Stalcup (friend of Chuck & Becky Ellis) 
Libby Antkowiak (daughter of Chuck & Becky Ellis) 
Dan & Connie Dickey (friends of Grace Reed) 
Jeannie Lyons (friend of Richelle Rush) 
Donna Kneubuhler (sister-in-law of Sharon Clark) 
Larry Mould (brother of Dave Mould) 
Joe Reed & family (son of Grace Reed) 
Phil and Norell (family of Bill & Char Marker) 
Jennifer Perkins (niece of Steve & Sharon Stamper) 
Karen Rahmel (sister-in-law of Becky Ellis) 
Jeff Rahmel (brother of Becky Ellis) 
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Prayer List continued 
 

Ann Marie Lento (mother of Cara Kaiser) 
Gracie Matteson (preschool assistant) 
Abigail Offhaus (former Messiah member) 
Tim Smith (friend of Craig & Patty Hooker) 
Rose Ellen Marquart (Messiah friend, former Preschool director) 
 

For our homebound members and friends 
Cathy Chester 
David Drefke 
Kevin Knepper 
Beverly Lickey 
Harriet Paul 

 
For the men and women of our Armed Services 

Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook) 
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Gloria Jackson (member; daughter of Robin Jackson) 
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie) 
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) 
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 
Thomas Wright (cousin of Becki Harris) 
Kyle Baugh (nephew of Jason & Michelle Miller) 
Zach Masel (nephew of Craig & Patty Hooker) 
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) 
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Cold Kids 

Thank you to all who have knitted, cut fleece, sewn, and purchased hats, gloves, and 
scarves over the years. Your act of kindness has made a huge impact in the kids' lives in 
our community. With that being said, we are collecting these items once again for our ele-
mentary school students. Also, Arlington Elementary continues to need sweatshirts and 
sweatpants for students ages 4 through 11 years. Please drop off all donations in the bin 
marked Cold Kids. Contact Charnell Marker at bcwmarker@aol.com with any questions. 
Thank you in advance for your donations. 

 

Food Bank Outreach 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,  
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items needed for October are peanut butter, pancake 
mix, syrup, cereal, canned meats, boxed dinners, pasta sauce, and dry beans. 

 

Bags of Grace 

Join us on Sunday, October 15, to assemble Bags of Grace for distribution in downtown 
Fort Wayne. We’ll meet in Satre Hall after the 9:00 service. Everyone is invited to join us in 
assembling the bags and to learn more about this impactful ministry. 

 

 

 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

mailto:bcwmarker@aol.com
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OPERATIONS 

Tech News 

Hello from the friends in the back!  

We have finally installed two brand new cameras in the sanctuary for our live stream pro-
duction. We also recently installed a new TV monitor in the rear above the center camer-
as for people on stage to be able to read from. These are major wins for us! We are con-
tinuing to improve the presentation formats both in the sanctuary and on the livestream.  

We appreciate your patience and feedback as we continue forward. We are always grate-
ful for those of you who stop by the booth before and after service and tell us what you 
like about the service, and ways we might be able to improve. Please continue doing that.  

If you are interested in helping our ministry, we could use all the help we can get! If you 
would be willing to donate time, money, skills, resources, or even just have an idea, 
please reach out to me (Josh) at josh@messiahlc.com, or call/text me at 260-494-6463. 
You can also reach out if there are any complaints, questions, or anything else I can help 
you with.  

Josh Gumbert - Technical Director 

Messiah Lutheran Church - www.messiahlc.com  

260-494-6463 / josh@messiahlc.com  

 

 

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards  

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s 
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create 
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click 
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran 
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VU077. 
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family 
and friends to enroll as well. 

 

mailto:josh@messiahlc.com
http://www.messiahlc.com
mailto:josh@messiahlc.com
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Church Staff Email Addresses 

Pastor Tim Graham pastortim@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 
Director, Children, Youth, & Family Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com 
Technical Director Josh Gumbert josh@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers karla@messiahlc.com 

 

Church Board Email Addresses 

Chair Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 
Vice Chair Mary Satre mesatre@comcast.net 
Treasurer Steve Berlin steveber@hotmail.com 
Secretary Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com 
Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 
Steve Van Wyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 
 

 

OPERATIONS (cont) 

mailto:pastortim@messiahlc.com
mailto:cory@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:denise@messiahlc.com
mailto:josh@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
mailto:%22Cynthia%20Riebersal%22%20%3Ccariebersal%40gmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Mary%20Satre%22%20%3Cmesatre%40comcast.net%3E
mailto:%22Steven%20Berlin%22%20%3Csteveber%40hotmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Beth%20Crilly%22%20%3Cbac1011%40msn.com%3E
mailto:srmusolf@gmail.com
mailto:%22Steve%20Van%20Wyngarden%22%20%3Cstevevanw%40comcast.net%3E
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Senior Pastor 
Timothy Graham, M. Div. 

 

Pastor Emeritus 
Carl H. Satre, D.D. 

 

* 
Sunday Services 

 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
In person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


