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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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 CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Saturday, December 2: Christmas Lighting/Santa Visit 

Begins outside at 5:30 PM 
 

Sunday, December 3: Advent 1  

9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 

10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion  
 

Sunday, December 10: Advent 2  

9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 

10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion 
 

Sunday, December 17: Advent 3 & Christmas Program 

9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 

10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion 

12:30 PM – Sunday School & Childcare Christmas Program  
 

Sunday, December 24: Christmas Eve with Candle Lighting 

10:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 

5:30 PM – Contemporary w/Communion 

7:30 PM – Traditional w/Communion 

11:00 PM – Lessons and Carols w/Communion 
 

December 25: Christmas Day – No Services 
 

Sunday, December 31: First Sunday after Christmas 

9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 

10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion  
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Pr. Tim’s News  

CHRISTMAS HOPE 

Christmas is the introduction of the real person who is Jesus Christ. Je-
sus is not just a prophecy or an unseen person of the Trinity anymore. 
Jesus becomes a real human being. Emmanuel -- God with us! Jesus is a 
crying and cooing, laughing and pooping, real life baby. In Jesus, God 

unveils God’s deep love for humanity and God’s desire for reconciliation with human be-
ings and between human beings… Christmas is about the gifts of LOVE and FORGIVENESS.  

I truly love and value Messiah’s mission statement, especially at Christmas:  

To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. Faith that works 
in REAL LIFE!  

Does faith really work in REAL life? How does faith work? And IF it does, what could that 
mean for my life or our lives? Will all my problems be resolved or go away? Will all my 
broken relationship be fixed?  

First and foremost, the first relationship that Christmas reconciles is the one God wants to 
have with you and us. Christmas is about how much God loves you and us. It’s about how 
much God loves the world. You are LOVED. You are God’s child. And because you are 
God’s child, YOU are LOVED.  

When we grow to embrace this fact, that we are LOVED beyond measure, it will begin to 
change how we see the world around us. It will begin to change our expectations. It will 
begin to change how we try to resolve life’s problems and broken relationships. It will 
begin to change how we see ourselves. We will learn, together, that faith DOES work in 
real life.  

That is my Christmas HOPE for Messiah Lutheran Church.  

 

WORSHIP NEWS – CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Because Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year, Messiah’s worship schedule for Christ-
mas Eve includes services at 10:00 AM, 5:30 PM (contemporary), 7:30 PM, and 11:00 PM, 
all with the singing of Silent Night with Candle Lighting and Communion.  

To be clear, Christmas Worship does not happen all by itself. It requires efforts from sev-
eral people.  
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We do need VOLUNTEERS for (at least) the following roles at each service if you are inter-
ested and available to serve in this capacity. These are great family experiences, too…
parents working with and teaching their children.  

• Readers, to read scriptures 10:00 AM (1), 5:30 PM (1), 7:30 PM (1), 11:00 PM (2) 

• Ushers, to help distribute/collect candles and help direct communion 10:00 AM 
(2), 5:30 PM (2), 7:30 PM (2), 11:00 PM (2) 

• Greeters, to open the doors and welcome guests and to pass out/collect candles 
10:00 AM (2), 5:30 PM (4), 7:30 PM (4), 11:00 PM (2) 

• Communion Assistants, to distribute wafers/wine 10:00 AM (2), 5:30 PM (4), 7:30 
PM (4), 11:00 PM (2) 

Please let Karla know by phone or email if you are available to serve in any of these capac-
ities. And thank you very much in advance!!! 

We will return to the regular schedule on Sunday, December 31, 2023, at 9:00 AM and 
10:30 AM.  

 

GOLO – PR. TIM WEIGHT LOSS EXPERIENCE 

It’s not very “Christmassy,” but it’s a thought that often weighs on peoples’ minds as the 
holidays approach.  

I feel like as soon as I talk about this, my weight loss will backfire :) haha! And it’s the holi-
days to boot! Seriously, many people have noticed my weight loss and wondered what I 
did. The answer is GOLO (golo.com). I’m sure you’ve seen the commercials on TV. That’s 
what I did. I lost 60 lbs. and I did NOT go to the gym! It really IS all about what you eat…at 
least that has been my experience. 

I would love to offer a time to share about it with you. Meme will join me because I could 
not have done it without her. She helped me shop for groceries and prep my meals. We’ll 
explain the menus, the grocery lists, and how to navigate the website.  

To be clear, I am not a paid representative for GOLO, and I am not required to do this. The 
New Year is coming, and that is the time people revisit their health and weight. That’s 
when I began last year! So, if we meet in December, you can get prepared for January’s 
New Year’s Resolutions! 

continued on next page 
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Pr. Brian’s News 

I only took one picture.  

I drove six hours to be present with the people I was with and soak in 
the songs and creative spirit of the gathering. I only took one picture 
because I didn’t want to confine the tangible experience in front of me 
to the few inches of digitized ceramic shield glass of my phone. It 

doesn’t matter how many pixels are flickering; nothing is as HD as real life. But I took one 
picture. I had to. A few years ago, the people behind this artist’s collective relocated JRR 
Tolkien’s Oxford House fireplace to their gathering space brick-by-brick. I took a picture. I 
sat by it and touched the hearth, imagining the creator of hobbits and Middle Earth, 
warming himself in a cozy chair, reading, and sipping tea. It was magical. It was magical 
until I realized I was fawning over the wrong fireplace. Tolkien’s fireplace wasn’t the big 
one in the center of the room. No, it is a smaller one in a corner that I never noticed or 
saw. I missed it. I’m sure other nerds like me have made the same mistake, but I missed 
it! In my excitement, I fixated too much on my assumptions and missed the subtlety of 
what I really wanted to see.  

continued on next page 

 

Pr Tim’s article continued  

We will meet on Wednesday, December 6th, 2023, 4:00 PM in the Library. Please call (260-
485-8716) or email (karla@messiahlc.com) the church office to RSVP for one of 10 slots. 

Friends, again, I hope the Spirit of Christmas love and forgiveness will change your hearts. 
May God’s Spirit guide Messiah Lutheran Church as we look to share the love of Christ this 
Christmas with our community and the world.  

In Christ’s love,  

Pr. Tim Graham 

mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
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Pr Brian’s article continued  

 

 

 

 

My picture of NOT Tolkien’s Fireplace :) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wonder what else I miss? I wonder what else I invest energy and enthusiasm towards 
that distracts me from what is more worthy of my attention. What might I see if I slowly 
looked around more thoroughly and lovingly? 

I’m discovering the life I want is rarely found in the big and the bold. Maybe flashy, fancy, 
spectacular, and extraordinary aren’t my thing. Subtlety doesn’t always equate to im-
portance, but I’m learning not to assume the most obvious is either.  

Life is worth slowing down for. I haven’t implemented that entirely yet. But I’m learning to 
practice. I’m learning to practice, not so I can “make perfect.” Perfect isn’t the point. I’m 
learning to practice a slow and steady life, looking up and looking around because it feels 
like a life worth living.  

As we enter the Advent season life WILL get busy. It will be easy to miss the main thing. 
Join in slowing down and looking around. I wonder what God will reveal to us when we 
do? 

Peace Be with You, 

Pastor Brian 
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Waiting for Jesus­ 

Thanksgiving, Black Friday, and Cyber Monday are in the past, 
and now we are preparing for Christmas. How are you prepar-
ing? Are you taking time to reflect on your life and the mean-
ing of Christ’s coming, or are you intent on decorating your 
home, shopping for gifts, and making plans for family dinners 
and office parties? Or perhaps you are doing both. Whatever 

you do to prepare for this holy day, I hope you will take time to join us for wor-
ship, meditation, and fellowship. Here are some special services for you to con-
sider. 

Nativity Lighting Celebration and Santa Visit, Saturday, December 2, 5:00 p.m. A 
special time for children that will include hot chocolate, cookies, and music. See 
details in the November newsletter and elsewhere in this edition. 

Children’s Christmas Program, Sunday, December 17, 12:30 p.m. Come watch 
the Journey and Child Care kids tell the Christmas story like only they can do! 

Longest Night (A Service of Hope and Remembrance), Sunday, December 17, 
7:00 p.m. Join us for this simple, reflective worship service to remember our 
loved ones no longer with us. 

Christmas Eve worship, Sunday, December 24. 

     Communion Service, 10:00 a.m. 

     Praise Communion Service, 5:30 p.m. 

     Festival Communion Service, 7:30 p.m. 

     Candlelight and Carols, 11:00 p.m. 

There will be no services at Messiah on Christmas Day. May you all have a joy-
ful, blessed, and meaningful Christmas. 

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,   

   Stan Engle 
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Journey At Messiah (JAM)   

The Journey is Messiah’s children’s ministry and JAM Time is our Sunday School for ages 3 
through 6th grade, which meets Sunday mornings during the 10:30 worship service in 
Childcare Rooms 6 and 7 in the West Childcare hallway. 

In November we talked about Moses and the 10 Commandments. In December we will be 

talking about Christmas and recording and preparing for the Christmas program!  

THERE WILL NOT BE JOURNEY, EDGE BIBLE STUDY, CIA, or PULSE ON SUNDAYS, DECEM­

BER 24 and 31. 

 

Children’s Christmas Program Sunday, December 17  

Mark your calendars! The Children’s Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 17, 
12:30 PM in the Sanctuary. Come as we join forces with the Childcare to share with you 
“We Know a Little Something About Christmas.” 

Practices & filming schedule: 

Sunday, December 3 – during Journey hour (Sunday School) filming the readings/
questions & practicing.  

Sunday, December 10 – during Journey hour (Sunday School) filming shepherds/angels 
and filming singing 

Sunday, December 17- noon lunch in Satre Hall and 12:30 PM viewing of program. 

PLEASE DRESS YOUR CHILD IN THEIR SUNDAY BEST FOR THE PROGRAM. 

 

Saturday, December 2 - Nativity Lights Set Up 

The Youth Group will be meeting the Men’s Group at the Youth House Saturday, Decem-
ber 2, to set up the Christmas Nativity Lights on the East lawn. Meet at the Youth House at 
9:00 AM for donuts and coffee and juice, then we’ll get the lights set up and ready for the 
Lighting Celebration and Santa that night! 

GROWTH & LEARNING 
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Saturday, December 2 - Christmas Lighting Celebration and Santa! 

Join us on Saturday, December 2, for the official lighting of Messiah’s exterior Nativity 
lights display! There’ll be hot chocolate, cookies, music, and a visit from Santa!! Festivities 
begin 5:30 PM on the East lawn of the church in front of the Nativity for the official 
lighting! Santa visits will begin around 5:45 PM and last until 7:00 PM or until everyone 
has seen Santa. Registration with Santa is required. This is simply to make sure we have 
enough goodies for all the kids. This is a free event, but we will be collecting gloves and 
hats for our Bags of Grace ministry and FWCS. Registration for Santa closes on December 
2, 12:00 PM. Contact Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com, with any questions. Registration link & 
QR code:  https://forms.gle/A8gkR38Sj6APfexAA  

 

 

Sunday, December 3 - Donut Sunday 

As part of our fundraising efforts for the ELCA Gathering in July 2024, we will be having 
Donut Sunday on December 3. Meet us in the Narthex to grab some coffee and some 
breakfast, before or after service, and stay and visit with us! Thanks to a Thrivent Action 
Team, 100% of all donations will go towards off-setting students’ travel costs. 

 

Sunday, December 10 - Noisy Offering  

Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, December 10 at both services. Monies from Noisy Offer-
ing will be going towards helping offset students travel costs for the 2024 CIA Mission Trip 
to Kenosha and to the ELCA Youth Gathering. 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
https://forms.gle/A8gkR38Sj6APfexAA
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Sunday, December 10 - CIA/EDGE Christmas Celebration 

The EDGE and CIA youth groups will be meeting at the Youth House on Sunday, December 
10, 12:00-2:00 PM, to have a Christmas celebration! We will be having a breakfast pan-
cake bar, games, and a $10 gift exchange. Please have your child bring a $10 gift that can 
be either for a boy or girl. 

 

Sunday, December 10 - PULSE Christmas Celebration 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 10, for our PULSE Christmas celebration!  
We’ll meet at the Youth House at 3:00 PM and hang out for a bit then head out for wings. 
Please let Heidi know if you are planning on attending. Watch your PULSE weekly emails 
for detailed information! 

 

Sunday, December 17 - Student Ministries Cookie Walk Fundraiser 

Need cookies for Christmas and don’t have the time or don’t want to take the time to 
bake? Or maybe you just want a snack to get you through church! We’ve got your back! 
Join us in the Narthex on Sunday, December 17, beginning at 8:30 AM. You can purchase a 
box for $5.00 and fill it with the cookies you want from a vast selection baked fresh by our 
students and families! All monies raised will go to youth trip accounts to help the stu-
dents’ travel costs for the ELCA Youth Gathering this summer. It’s a cookie $5 fill up! If you 
have questions or would like to donate cookies for the cookie walk, please contact Heidi 
Kissner. 

 

Sunday, December 17 - Young Adult Coffee Hour 

Recently graduated from high school? Still in college? Join us on Sunday, December 17, 
2:30-3:30 PM, for a cup of coffee (or whatever drink you choose!) at Starbucks inside the 
Kroger on. St. Joe Center Road. 
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Sunday, December 17 - PULSE Study Tables  

On Sunday, December 17, 4:00-6:00 PM, we’ll be at the Youth House to help kids prepare 
for upcoming finals. We’ll have quiet spaces and help from adults. If your student has a 
specific area where they would like help, please let Heidi know and we’ll make sure to 
have someone to help. We’ll also have a light dinner. 

 

Messiah Student Ministries 

Watch emails and Messenger for student ministry information. If you know a student who 
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let Heidi know. Weekly corre-
spondence throughout the year is done through emails also. 
 

PULSE 

PULSE is our youth group for those currently in grades 9-12. 

PULSE will be meeting at the Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM on December 3 and 10. 

Sunday, December 17, we will be meeting at 3:00 PM for our Christmas party. 

There will not be PULSE on Sundays, December 24 and 31. 

 

CIA 

CIA is our youth group for those currently in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for Confirm-
ands in Action. We call it this because these are the years when the kids go through 
classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the Fall of their Freshman year.  

Confirmation Class will be Sunday, December 3, 12:00-3:00 PM at the Youth House.  
We will be using videos from The Chosen series for discussion. 

Sunday, December 10, we will have our EDGE/CIA Christmas party, 12:00-2:00 PM at 
the Youth House. Please let Heidi know if your student will be able to make it. 

There will not be CIA on Sundays, December 24 and 31. 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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EDGE  

EDGE is our youth group for those students currently in grades 5 and 6. Why EDGE? 
Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE is 
still part of our Journey (children’s Sunday School program) and have their own Bible 
study on Sundays during the 10:30 AM service in Room 8 (west hallway of childcare.) 

In EDGE Bible Study this month we will be studying Christmas lessons. 

We will also be recording and practicing for the Christmas program during EDGE Bible 
Study on Sundays, December 3 and 10. 

Sunday, December 17, will be our Journey/EDGE/Childcare Christmas program at 
12:30 PM. 

There will not be EDGE Bible Study or Youth House on Sundays, December 24 and 31. 

 

Youth Events in November 

PULSE 
Saturday, December 2 – Setting up Christmas Lights – Youth House, 9:00 AM 

Saturday, December 2 – Christmas Lighting Celebration – 530 PM  

Sunday, December 3 – Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM 

Sunday, December 10 – Christmas party 3:00 PM, Youth House 

Sunday, December 17 – Study tables, 4:00-6:00 PM, Youth House 

Sunday, December 24 – NO YOUTH HOUSE – MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Sunday, December 31 – NO PULSE – HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 

 

CIA 
Saturday, December 2 – Setting up Christmas Lights – Youth House, 9am 

Saturday, December 2 – Christmas Lighting Celebration – 5:30 PM  

Sunday, December 3 – Confirmation Class, 12:00-3:00 PM, Youth House 

Sunday, December 10 – EDGE & CIA Christmas Party, 12:00-2:00 PM 

Sunday, December 24 – NO YOUTH HOUSE – MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Sunday, December 31 – NO PULSE – HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

EDGE 

Saturday, December 2 – Setting up Christmas Lights – Youth House, 9:00 AM 

Saturday, December 2 – Christmas Lighting Celebration – 5:30 PM  

Sunday, December 3 – EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM — NO EDGE YOUTH HOUSE 

Sunday, December 10 – EDGE Bible Study & Christmas Program Practice, 10:30 AM 

Sunday, December 10 – EDGE & CIA Christmas Party, 12:00-2:00 PM 

Sunday, December 17 – Christmas Program Practice, 10:30 AM 

Sunday, December 17 – Lunch in Satre Hall for Christmas program participants & 
their families 

Sunday, December 24 – NO YOUTH HOUSE – MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Sunday, December 31 – NO PULSE – HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 

 

Adult Bible Studies 

Our Bible studies are in full gear. Below is what the schedule usually looks like. We hope 
you can find a group that will interest you as well as fit your schedule. If the schedule is an 
issue, please contact Pr. Tim to discuss any possible alternative interest opportunities.  

Tuesday Quest, 9:00 AM: We are continuing our study of Pr. Brian Spahr’s book, 
“Don’t You Care That We Are Drowning (and Other Unexpected Prayers).” I have one 
extra book (cost $11) and would love for new people to join us. We will conclude this 
study on December 12. 

Wednesday, 10:00 AM:  We are undertaking an Advent Study on November 29, De-
cember 6, 13, and 20. 

Thursday, 10:00 AM: We continue our study on The Twelve Disciples. The book costs 
$13. it’s also available on Kindle.  

Thursday Good News Study Group, 6:30 PM: The group will finish its study of Revela-
tion on November 30 and then take a break until after the new year. Stay tuned for 
the next study topic announcement. 

NO EXPERIENCE OR PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY! If you have an interest in deep-
ening your faith and understanding with the others seeking the same, please prayerfully 
consider joining us. Please send an email to pastortim@messiahlc.com.  

mailto:pastortim@messiahlc.com
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Woman to Woman       December 2023 
 

I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. for hearing the good news of Jesus, the Messiah, and sharing that news with others! 5¢ 
2. for Mary, a young girl who had complete faith in you. Do I? 10¢ 
3. That I have you and I pray for those who do not. 15¢ 
4. for preparation of the way for the truth of God’s Word revealed in Jesus Christ. 25¢ 
5. for the prayers offered to all those who are in need this season; physically, emotionally, and spiritual-

ly. Bless them with your love. 10¢ 
6. for your unending grace and love through Christ. 10¢ 
7. for those military men and women who are serving our country around the world. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with them during this season. 10¢ 
8. for our trust in you to heal our body and souls. 25¢ 
9. for Pastor Tim and our church staff; give them strength and God’s love. 10¢ 
10. for the gift of good health and I pray for those who do not have it. 5¢ 
11. for reminding me to reach out in your Name to hurting and lonely people at this time of year. 10¢ 
12. for guiding me in my journey of faith. 15¢ 
13. for the firefighters, police officers, and all first responders who work so hard to protect us always. 10¢ 
14. for each person who has shined the light of Christ into my life. 10¢ 
15. for the Christmas story as told through the music of this season. 50¢ 
16. for our teachers who spread the love and knowledge of Jesus in person or by digital contact. 10¢ 
17. for the mail carriers and all the surprises they bring and I pray for them. 10¢ 
18. for the celebration of Jesus’ birth as told through the children’s program. 50¢ 
19. for opening our hearts to know the joy of your presence. 10¢ 
20. for calming my heart and clearing my mind---turn my eyes to you Lord. 5¢ 
21. for giving us a time to have our lives renewed this Christmas. 15¢ 
22. for the salesclerk who helped me today. May I show patience at this busy time of year. 10¢ 
23. for Mary whose anxiety was always eased by God as she followed her mission to give the world Our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 10¢ 
24. for the innkeeper who did let Joseph use his stable. Would I be willing to let a pregnant woman and 

her husband stay in my garage? 25¢ 
25. for this glorious Christmas Day to praise our newborn Savior! $1.00 
26. for the lowly babe who was born for me. Help me to realize the magnitude of it all and thank God for 

Our Savior. 20¢ 
27. for the Angels. Would I hear them, or would I ask, “What is that noise?” 5¢ 
28. for the lowly shepherds who went immediately to Jesus in the stable. 10¢ 
29. for the gift of forgiveness that you have for me. Help me to forgive someone. 25¢ 
30. for walking continually with me in 2023. 5¢ 
31. for the past, present, and future. Help me to trust you more each day in 2024. $1.00 

 

Please bring or send offerings to church on last Sundays of month: December 17 or 24 
 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the Woman to Woman fund throughout this year. These contributions help 
women in need throughout the year and particularly at Christmas. Please continue to pray for all women and their spe-
cial needs this coming year of 2024. 
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CARE & NURTURE 

From the Parish Health Ministry 

Do you hear them?  Do you see them?  They are coming!  Those wonderful, special, en-
dearing, stressful, pressure-filled, exhausting, and expensive holidays.  We so feel that ex-
tra pressure…that extra stress to make everything perfect.  We love them.  We hate them. 

We have read all the magazine headlines and the blogs and Pinterest as they tell us to del-
egate and make lists, to not over-plan or over-indulge, and how to make the perfect holi-
day meal.   

What if we don’t feel like it or want to?  Should we even be planning a get together? What 
if we are sad or grieving?   What if we lost our job six months ago?  What if there is a huge 
family conflict? 

These are all very real scenarios that we live with everyday.  It’s okay to feel these things 
and have these concerns and questions.  Give yourself permission to react to the holidays 
with honesty. 

God made us to live a healthy and balanced life, even through the holidays.  Making sure 
that we are getting rest, eating well, and being realistic and positive about what the sea-
son really means to us.  What is important and what is meaningless clutter?  Do we really 
need to make seven kinds of cookies when we would be just as happy and a lot less 
stressed with cookies from a local bakery (and those folks LOVE to bake)?   

Sit with yourself or with your family and really discuss what is important and what can go 
by the wayside to achieve a balance. 

So…celebrate and connect with those you love.  Care about the memories you make and 
not the gifts.  Contact people you have missed or lost contact with.  

 Most of all, remember that very special baby in a manager in a stable thousands of years 
ago and hear the choirs of angles singing over him.  When we seek and sense God’s pres-
ence, we can feel His peace and power everyday and that is like opening a present every-
day from the One who loves us the most. 

Wishing you a Most Blessed Christmas from the Messiah Parish Nurses. 
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Messiah Quilters 

We recently were excited to send 90 quilts to Lutheran World Relief and 40 Christmas 
quilts to Mentoring Moms. Maybe you saw them draped over all of the chairs when they 
were blessed at both services. What a kaleidoscope of colors and designs! These quilts will 
be used as bedding, sleeping mats, room dividers, window and door coverings, and more. 
We feel so privileged to make these items for the world and our community.  

Please come and join us as we continue to sew for Lutheran World Relief and our commu-
nity every Thursday, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM in the gym. There are jobs for everyone – even 
non-sewers. Contact jaynereff@gmail.com if you desire more information or would like to 
make a donation of fabric or batting. 

 

Food Bank Outreach 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,  
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items especially needed this month are peanut butter, 
jelly, rice, oatmeal, toilet paper, laundry soap, dish soap, and toothpaste.  The Pantries are 
always in need of canned vegetables, canned fruits, canned meats, peanut butter, cereal, 
pancake mix, syrup, toothpaste, bar soap, feminine products, adult incontinence supplies, 
and diapers. 

 

Prayer List 

Death 
Cathy Chester, 11/23/23 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns for these members and their families 
Maleyah Fitzgerald     Ken & Jan Modesitt    Jaclynn Studebaker  
Kandy Dold       Jerry Reff       Julie Braun 
Kathy Ruprecht      Dave & Sue Myers    Dody Crilly  
Chris Waldron      Chuck Ellis       Walt Strasser  
Joan Marshaus      Ken Bertz       Stephanie Welbaum  
 

Friends and Relatives of Messiah 
The Sims family (friends of Bill & Charnell Marker)  
Jim Martin (friend of Sharon Clark)         continued on next page 

mailto:jaynereff@gmail.com
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Tom Gust (friend of Jerry Reff)  
Marcus Black (son of Eric & Joyce Black)  
Max Matteson (grandson of Gracie Matteson)  
David Shuler (father of Jason Shuler)  
Hayden Rice (grandson of Dave & Sue Myers, nephew of Karla Myers)  
Tracie Tinker (niece of Matt & Denise Gibbons)  
Stan Stalcup (friend of Chuck & Becky Ellis)  
Libby Antkowiak (daughter of Chuck & Becky Ellis)  
Dan & Connie Dickey (friends of Grace Reed)  
Jeannie Lyons (friend of Richelle Rush)  
Donna Kneubuhler (sister-in-law of Sharon Clark)  
Joe Reed & family (son of Grace Reed)  
Phil and Norell (family of Bill & Charnell Marker)  
Jennifer Perkins (niece of Steve & Sharon Stamper)  
Karen Rahmel (sister-in-law of Becky Ellis)  
Jeff Rahmel (brother of Becky Ellis)  
Gracie Matteson (preschool assistant)  
 

For our homebound members and friends 
David Drefke    Kevin Knepper 
Beverly Lickey   Harriet Paul 
 

For the men and women of our Armed Services 
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook) 
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie) 
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) 
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 
Thomas Wright (cousin of Becki Harris) 
Zach Masel (nephew of Craig & Patty Hooker) 
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) 

CARE & NURTURE (cont) 
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2024-2025 Scholarship Opportunity 

Application Deadline is February 1 (noon) 

 
The Lutheran Foundation is now accepting Health Professions and Nursing 
Scholarship Applications for the 2024-2025 academic year. The scholarship 
awards start at $1,000 for selected recipients. This is a broad category that en-
compasses undergraduate and graduate students in nursing, counseling, physi-
cal therapy, mental health, dental and medical programs, and more. 
 
Applicants of ALL denominations are encouraged to apply. Click here to review 
the complete eligibility requirements and access the Scholarship Portal. 
 
Please forward this to anyone in northeast Indiana who is pursuing a degree in 
healthcare! 

https://thelutheranfoundation.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3932e81aba43d75c152adff56&id=01eedb71c5&e=01587abf6e
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OPERATIONS 

Annual Meeting Recap 

On November 19, 2023 Messiah's members met for the annual church business meeting. 
There were 78 voting members in attendance. These members voted to approve the 2023 
consent agenda, the 2022 yearend treasurer's report, and the proposed 2024 operating 
budget. Other discussion items included the announcement of a special estate gift that 
will help cover the 2023 shortfall, and an update on the capital campaign fundraising. We 
have been able to collect over 97% of the funds needed to completely cover the cost of 
the building renovation project. Cindy Riebersal and Steve Van Wyngarden were each 
reelected to serve another 3-year term on the board of directors. The last item of busi-
ness presented and approved was permission to pursue the logistics to allow for absentee 
voting for members who are unable to attend meetings in person. Thanks to all who were 
able to attend the 2023 Annual Meeting.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support Messiah while You Shop Online! 

Support Messiah while you shop at smile.amazon.com.  Amazon will donate .05% of eligi-
ble purchases to Messiah. All you need to do is use this link:  https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/35-1108277 (bookmark it so you can keep going back) and make your purchases as 
you normally would.  Please save and share this link with your family and friends.  It’s a 
great way for you to support Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church with the purchases 
you are already planning to make! 

 

mailto:smile.amazon.com
mailto:https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1108277
mailto:https://smile.amazon.com/ch/35-1108277
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Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards  

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s 
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create 
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click 
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran 
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VU077.   

Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family 
and friends to enroll as well! 

 

Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year.  Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects.  If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer.  If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.   

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that 
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial 
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously!  This is 
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation.  
These funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated 
by Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or 
service projects of your choosing.  Please consider directing your Action Teams to support 
Messiah.  If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office.  We are more than willing to work with you throughout 
the application and reporting process.   

 

 

OPERATIONS (cont) 

mailto:https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
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Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Do you have Choice Dollars to share?  The Thrivent Choice program lets eligible members 
recommend where some of Thrivent Financials’ charitable outreach funds go by directing 
Choice Dollars.  Visit www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice to direct yours today!  

 

Have you considered planned giving?   

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a 
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your 
loved ones. 

 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Tim Graham pastortim@messiahlc.com 
Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 
Director, Children, Youth, & Family Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com 
Technical Director Josh Gumbert josh@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers karla@messiahlc.com 

 

Church Board Email Addresses 
Chair Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 
Vice Chair Mary Satre mesatre@comcast.net 
Treasurer Steve Berlin steveber@hotmail.com 
Secretary Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com 
Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 
Steve Van Wyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 

mailto:www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
mailto:pastortim@messiahlc.com
mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
mailto:cory@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:denise@messiahlc.com
mailto:josh@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
mailto:%22Cynthia%20Riebersal%22%20%3Ccariebersal%40gmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Mary%20Satre%22%20%3Cmesatre%40comcast.net%3E
mailto:%22Steven%20Berlin%22%20%3Csteveber%40hotmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Beth%20Crilly%22%20%3Cbac1011%40msn.com%3E
mailto:srmusolf@gmail.com
mailto:%22Steve%20Van%20Wyngarden%22%20%3Cstevevanw%40comcast.net%3E
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Inclement Weather Policy 

As the winter season approaches, we want to remind everyone of Messiah’s inclem-
ent Weather Policy. Obviously, we want to stress the importance of safety to all who par-
ticipate at Messiah. In the event of inclement weather, or the anticipation 
of inclement weather, here are the following schedules:  

Sundays: One service, at 10:00 AM only; no Sunday school. This will be decided no later 
than 6:00 AM.  

Please check local TV station listings. It will show: “Messiah Lutheran – Fort Wayne: 
10:00 AM Schedule”  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  
 

Weekday Daytime Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 6:00 AM.  

Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  
 

Weekday Evening Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 3:00 PM.  

You can call the Church Office.  

Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

OPERATIONS (cont) 

http://www.messiahlc.com/
http://www.messiahlc.com/
http://www.messiahlc.com/
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Senior Pastor 
Timothy Graham, M. Div. 

 

Associate Pastor 
Brian Spahr, M. Div. 

 

Pastor Emeritus 
Carl H. Satre, D.D. 

 

* 
Sunday Services 

 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
In person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


