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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;

e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday, December 31: Christmas 1
9:00 AM — Traditional w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, January 7: Baptism of our Lord
9:00 AM — Traditional w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, January 14: Epiphany 2
9:00 AM — Traditional w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion
**%%2:00 PM - Pr. Brian’s Installation****  Bishop Gafkjen Preaching & Presiding

Sunday, January 21: Epiphany 3
9:00 AM — Traditional w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, January 28: Epiphany 4
9:00 AM — Traditional w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

LOOKING AHEAD

February 14, ASH WEDNESDAY (yes...it’s also Valentine’s Day)
Drive-Thru Ashes: 6:00 -10:00 AM
Spaghetti Supper: 6:00 PM
Worship with Ashes and Communion, 7:00 PM
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Pr. Tim’s News
PR. BRIAN INSTALLATION SERVICE...

CAN WE PACK THE HOUSE? Sunday, January 14"’, 2024, 2:00 PM, at
. Messiah. Our Indiana-Kentucky Synod Bishop, Rev. Dr. William O.
L \\: | Gafkjen (aka Bishop Bill), will preach and preside at communion for this
g . joyous and momentous occasion. There will be a pastoral procession
anng W|th a spirit-filled service as we officially bless Pr. Brian Spahr as our Associate Pas-

tor!

CAN WE PACK THE HOUSE? This not an everyday occasion. Do you realize the last “new”
pastor installed was Pr. Jim Cress, in 2009...nearly 15 years ago!!! | have been installed
THREE times (2007, 2010, 2015), and it hasn’t worked yet lol! So, this is a new hope (Star
Wars reference for Pr. Brian)!

Seriously, this is a rare but jubilant celebration on many levels!

Pr. Brian’s coming on Messiah’s staff. He is an amazing and gifted leader that God has
called to serve with us for our mission in this community! And he brings his beauti-
ful family - Michelle, Zachary, & Marin - alongside him!

A celebration for the Churchwide. Yes, the church ELCA-wide and the church world-
wide celebrates this occasion for sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ!

A celebration for Messiah Lutheran Church. We have two (2) pastors AGAIN! And
thankfully... while this is a fervent commitment for Messiah Lutheran Church, it
simultaneously speaks volumes about the identity of Messiah Lutheran Church
and where and how we feel God is leading us to serve our community!

CAN WE PACK THE HOUSE? | am both prayerful and hopeful that we will not have enough
seating, or at the very least, we will need to bring out more chairs! Of course, refresh-
ments will be served immediately afterwards! Please, save the date and make plans to
attend this joyous and festive occasion!

WORSHIP NEWS - LENT IS COMING

Lent is coming! | know, you haven’t even put away your Christmas tree and other decora-
tions yet. But Lent is coming, and it begins with Ash Wednesday, February 14™1 And yes,
it’s on Valentine’s Day. But before you get discouraged that this falls on Valentine’s Day,
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think of God’s heart...and what God call us into during Lent as we think about God’s heart
and love for us. It’s not a romantic love so to speak, but it is a very altruistic and genuine
love that this world needs so desperately!

Ash Wednesday Worship will begin with a Spaghetti Supper at 6:00 PM, and then Worship
at 7:00 PM. And we will also offer “drive-thru” ashes from 6:00-10:00 AM to begin the
day. Please save the date!

CLERGY RENEWAL PROGRAM (SABBATICAL) — ONE MORE TIME

I’'m not sure if everyone heard this, but | did NOT receive a grant for a Clergy Renewal Sab-
batical this year. It was disappointing for sure. Moreso, because many of our leaders put a
great deal of time and effort in helping me prepare and submit it.

But, in March, another opportunity to apply begins. So, | am planning to submit another
application. | haven’t decided if we will resubmit the same application or write a new one.
This will be for 2025, NOT this year (2024). Applications are submitted by March 15",
2024, and notifications of approval and denial are given by August 31%, 2024. Fingers
crossed!

May God’s Spirit continue to guide Messiah Lutheran Church as we look to help people
grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life, in our community and around the world.

In Christ’s love,

Pr. Tim Graham
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Pr. Brian

I am LOVED.
I am KNOWN.
" 11 am FREE.

Every morning for about a month, I've written these words at the top of
my daily planner page. I've been working through a time of transition:
new job, new rhythms, new relationships. It’s been good, and sometimes | still feel a little
lost. Almost daily, someone asks, “How is it going at the church?” | don’t know how to
evaluate that yet, so | typically say, “I'm still finding my way a bit,” or “I'm getting my legs
underneath me.” It’s hard to admit that | still have little/no idea what I’m doing, but it’s
true. But it makes people nervous. A church community exercised their faith in calling me
to be one of their pastors. | want them to be confident in that call. | want to earn their
trust, but it all takes time. In the hospital, my work was mostly responsive/reactive. The
pager told me where | needed to be and when. And while the details differed with each
call, my job was basically the same in every circumstance. Some days, | miss knowing
what I’'m doing. It provided a sense of security. Maybe that’s one reason | keep writing
these words:

I am LOVED.

I am KNOWN.

I am FREE.
In them, | feel secure. They remind me who | am, even before | know what I’'m doing.

I am LOVED.

It’s true. As much as | value producing, creating, and performing well in my work, LOVE
doesn’t depend on these things. | am loved. Period. Every day, I’'m reminded of the full-
ness of God’s love for me. My family and friends won’t let me forget it. My daughter told
me recently, “Every time | come home from school and see your car in the driveway, my
heart is so full.” She hugged me tight and said, “I really missed you when you worked eve-
ry night at the hospital.” Yes. | am loved. | smile every time my son comes downstairs and
greets me with a smile and, “Well, hello there” in his best Obi-Wan Kenobi voice. He
knows Star Wars is one of my love languages and loves me well. Michelle laughs at my
goofy jokes and gives me the look only she can give when I’'m being ridiculous. She slides
close to me on the couch as we read or watch TV. She tells me she loves me so often that
| can never forget it.

6 January 2024 The Messenger



I am KNOWN.
As | settle into the ministry and rhythm of a new job, there are a lot of names, faces, and
stories to learn. Everyone has been wonderful and welcoming, but we are just beginning
to know one another. I’'m here for it. | love meeting people and getting to know them. I’'m
also an introvert. It takes a lot of energy to forge new relationships. So, as part of my spir-
itual rhythm, | retreat into a space where | am already known. | spend time in the quiet
every morning, sipping coffee and writing. At my kitchen table, | reflect on God’s presence
with me. The familiar words and melody of the song “Borning Cry” often repeat in my
thoughts.

| was there to hear your borning cry,

I’ll be there when you are old.

| rejoiced the day you were baptized,

to see your life unfold.
| find comfort in a time of so much change that God already knows and loves me. God has
been with me from the beginning and will stay with me through every season, old and
new. It feels good to be known.

| am FREE.
Freedom is a natural extension of feeling loved and known. God already knows and loves
me, which breaks any chains that might bind me otherwise. When | make mistakes (and |
make plenty) | don’t have to become enslaved to them. | can try new things and ask ques-
tions. | don’t have to have all the answers or get all the credit for success. | also don’t have
to carry the full weight of failure or misstep. None of those things change my status in the
eyes of God. | am LOVED. Period. | am KNOWN. Period. And | am FREE. | echo the words of
the Psalmist, who says,
Out of my distress | called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free.” —
Psalm 118:5

I am LOVED.

I am KNOWN.
| am FREE.
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Worship & Music at Messiah

Happy New Year!

Once again we are in the month of January, named after the Ro-
man god Janus, whose two faces look forward and backward. As
we celebrate the start of a new year, we look back at the past
year, some of us remembering it with joy, some recalling the mo-
ments or seasons of pain and loss. And we look forward to the
coming twelve months, hoping for the best while knowing that it
will bring sad times as well.

But in all our memories and anticipation we know for certain that God will never
forsake us or leave us. God has been and will be with us in all things, not keeping
bad things from us, but suffering with us. That is the meaning of the Incarnation—
Immanuel, God with us, loves all God’s children, and that love is everlasting.

So for this new year, let this be our song:
O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home.

We have two special celebrations in our worship this month. The first one falls on
January 7, when we recall the baptism of Jesus and, along with that, our own bap-
tisms, particularly those we have witnessed during the past year. If you or a loved
one was baptized in 2023, we offer a special invitation to join us at either of our
services on that day to join in our joyful celebration.

Our second festive celebration is the installation of Pastor Brian at 2:00 pm on Jan-
uary 14. The bishop will be here, traditional and contemporary music will abound,
communion will be served, and, in the noble tradition at Messiah, we may even
have refreshments. Mark your calendars—we want the church to be overflowing
that day!

Finally, let me extend an invitation to begin this year by joining either the Sanctu-
ary Choir or Messiah Ringers. If you have musical talent or an interest in making
music, God may be calling you to join. Listen to that whisper from God and give me

a call or text at (260) 249-8022.

Blessings to all in this new year. Soli Deo gloria!—Glory to God alone!

Stan Gngle
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GROWTH & LEARNING

Journey At Messiah (JAM)

The Journey is Messiah’s children’s ministry and JAM Time is our Sunday School for ages 3
through 6" grade. Journey meets Sunday mornings during the 10:30 worship service in
Childcare Rooms 6, 7, and 8 in the West Childcare hallway.

In December we talked about Christmas and worked on our Christmas program. In Janu-
ary we will talk about Jesus’ first miracle, The Wedding at Cana, and start our discussion
on The Good Samaritan.

Children’s Christmas Program

Thank you for letting us try something a little different this year as we joined forces with
our Messiah Childcare for our Christmas program. There were a lot of moving parts and
pieces to this project and could not have been accomplished without the patience and
support of parents, staff, and Messiah family. This is no small feat in itself and anyone
who helps children in a Christmas program shows a great love and commitment not just
for the children but also in making sure the love of Jesus is known and shared.

Messiah’s Christmas Party and Santa Visit

Thanks to all who helped with our Christmas Party and Santa! We had over 40 church and
childcare families participate! We had so much fun! There were many hands involved
from putting up the Nativity lights, helping with the activities, baking cookies, set up and
clean up, and of course our visit with Santa!!!!

Friday, January 12 - Confirmation Class Retreat (CIA only)

We will have our Confirmation Class Retreat on Friday, January 12, at 6:00 PM at the
Hampton Inn. Please send with your student their Bible, bathing suit & beach towel, pa-
jamas, and any other overnight items they may need. Please pick your students up in the
lobby on Saturday, January 13, at 11:30 AM. Please RSVP to Heidi.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)
Sunday, January 14 - Noisy Offering

Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, January 14, at both services. Monies from Noisy Offering
will be going towards helping offset students’ travel costs for the 2024 CIA Mission Trip to
Kenosha and to the ELCA Youth Gathering.

Sunday, January 28 - Donut Sunday

As part of or fundraising efforts for the ELCA Gathering in July 2024, we will be having Do-
nut Sunday one Sunday a month in January and February. Meet us in the Narthex to grab
some coffee and some breakfast, before or after service. And stay and visit with us!
Thanks to a Thrivent Action Team, 100% of all donations will go towards off-setting stu-
dents’ travel costs.

WinterJAM 2024 Thursday, February 15

Youth grades 7 and up - meet us at the Coliseum on Thursday, February 15, for Winter-
JAM! No tickets required, just a $15 donation at the door. Doors open at 6:00 PM. Watch
emails for more details as we get closer! Please let Heidi know at heidi@messiahlc.com if
your student is coming.

Messiah Student Ministries

Watch emails and Messenger for student ministry information. If you know a student who
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let Heidi know. Weekly corre-
spondence throughout the year is done through emails also.

Youth Events in January

Pulse
e PULSE is our youth group for those currently in grades 9-12.
e PULSE will be meeting at the Youth House from 4:00-6:00 PM on January 21 and 28.

CIA

e ClAis our youth group for those currently in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for Confirm-
ands in Action. We call it this because these are the years when the kids go through
classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the Fall of their Freshman year.
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e Confirmation Class Retreat, Friday, January 12, 6:00 PM through Saturday, January
13, 11:30 AM, Hampton Inn. We continue to use videos from The Chosen series for

discussion.
e Sundays, January 14, 21, and 28 is EDGE/CIA hangout 12:00-2:00 PM at the Youth
House.
EDGE

e EDGE is our youth group for those students currently in grades 5 and 6. Why EDGE?
Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE is
still part of our Journey (children’s Sunday School program) and has their own Bible
study on Sundays during the 10:30 AM service in Room 8 (west hallway of childcare.)

e InJanuary, EDGE Bible Study will be studying The Wise Men, Wedding at Cana, and
the Good Samaritan.

Adult Bible Studies

Our Bible studies are in full gear. Below is what the schedule usually looks like. We hope
you can find a group that will interest you as well as fit your schedule. If the schedule is an
issue, please contact Pr. Tim to discuss any possible alternative interest opportunities.

Tuesday Quest, 9:00 AM: This group studies the weekly lectionary (the Bible passages
designated for each Sunday) for the upcoming Sunday worship and resumes on Tues-
day, January 9th.

Wednesday, 10:00 AM: Pr. Brian will be leading this group to kick off the new year.
This group studies various biblical texts and topics weekly and it resumes on Wednes-
day, January 10th.

Thursday, 10:00 AM: This group studies a variety of texts in the bible or related books
concerning faith, and it resumes on Thursday, January 11th. We are working through a
book called the “The Twelve Disciples.” We are just beginning chapter 3. If you’d like
to join us, get a book, or let me know and | can order one for you. Cost is $13.

Thursday Good News Study Group, 6:30 PM: This group takes in-depth look at biblical
texts and it resumes on Thursday, January 5th.

NO EXPERIENCE OR PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY! If you have an interest in
deepening your faith and understanding with the others seeking the same, please
prayerfully consider joining us. Please send an email to pastortim@messiahlc.com.
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Woman to Woman January 2024
I am thankful, loving Father,
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12

for this new year of 2024 and our hope and faith in you always. 25¢

that | know you and | pray for those who don’t. 10¢

for strengthening me with gratitude to serve you and be a blessing to others. 5¢

for our children—the face of the future. 10¢

for hopefulness in Christ’s love in this new year ahead. 20¢

for God’s warmth and light in the presence of Jesus. 10¢

for your gift of forgiveness. Is there someone in my life | need to forgive? Help me, Lord. 10¢
for the laundry | have to do, and | pray for those who have no clothes. 5¢

for the gift of contentment. Help me, Lord. | have so much. 15¢

. for Pastor Tim, Pastor Brian, and all Messiah staff. | pray they seek your way always. 25¢

. for all those who serve in our military at home and away. Be with them, Lord. 25¢

. for giving us the gift of sight and we pray for those who cannot see. 10¢

. for your strength and peace as we weather the challenges and setbacks of our ever-changing

lives. 5¢
Help me to remember, Lord, that worry gets me nowhere, only frustrated. So | will give all
my worries to you. 10¢
Help me to open my mind to you so that you can fill it with faith. 20¢
that | have so much to give. Help me to remember that | have more than most people. 10¢
for past civil rights leader, Martin Luther King, and all leaders who stand up against injustice
in all forms. 25¢
for revealing the Messiah to me to increase my faith in you. 10¢
for prayer and | pray that you teach me to use it. 15¢
for trust in your strength and grace. 10¢
for our first responders and snowplow workers who help us in time of need. We thank them
for their service. 10¢
for the Bible through which | can hear and see your presence. 10¢
for your great faithfulness to me. 20¢
that you grant me grace sufficient for the day. 10¢
for being there for those who are hurting physically, mentally, or emotionally. Let them
know your presence. 25¢
for missionaries throughout the world. Help them to spread the love of Jesus. 10¢
for the gift of the cross, reminding me of the price you paid for me. 15¢
for all the lives that touch mine. 10¢
for the warmth of your ever- present love during these cold winter days. 20¢
for the beauty of the crunching snow. It reminds me of your presence in all things. 5¢
that since | know you, | am never alone. 10¢
Please send or bring offering to church last Sunday of month — January 28

January 2024 The Messenger



CARE & NURTURE

Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar

Each month the Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar is published in the Messenger. Short
prayers are suggested for each day of the month to help women of our church with a
prayer schedule. After each prayer is a suggested amount for contributing to the Woman
to Woman fund. At the end of the month money can be brought to church and placed in
the Woman to Woman basket, or sent through the mail. This fund is an important way for
women to help each other in time of need. We thank everyone who has continued to con-
tribute to this mission and hope that the prayer calendar helps not only in a monetary
way, but in a spiritual way as well. May God Bless all of you for your continued prayers
and donations.

From the Parish Health Ministry

Walking...this simple activity we have been doing since we were about one year old is be-
ing touted as “the closest thing we have to a wonder drug,” says Dr. Thomas Frieden, for-
merly of the CDC.

We know that doing any physical activity is good for our health but here are some bene-
fits that may surprise you as we head into the time of resolutions and vows to be better in
the new year.

Walking counteracts the effects of weight-promoting genes. Walking briskly for about an
hour a day cuts the effects of those genes in half.

Walking helps to tame our sweet tooth even with just fifteen minutes. It helps to reduce
our cravings and intake of sugary snacks—even in stressful situations.

Walking helps to reduce our risk of breast cancer. Women who walk seven or more hours
a week had a 14% lower risk of breast cancer than those who walked three or less hours a
week even with the increased factors of being overweight or using supplemental hor-
mones.

Walking reduces joint pain by protecting the joints—lubricating them and strengthening
the muscles that support them—especially knees and hip joints. 5-6 miles of walking a
week can even prevent arthritis from forming in the first place.
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CARE & NURTURE (cont)

Walking boosts our immune system, especially at a time when the news is full of Flu,
COVID, RSV, and pneumonia. 20 minutes a day for five days a week can lower your sick
days by 43% and if you do get sick, it will be shorter and milder.

Start slow and add a few more steps every week and remember any physical activity im-
proves your health and your life.

We wish you the blessing of good health and a good life in 2024.

Messiah Parish Nurses

Prayer List

The prayer list will be completely updated in February. If you wish anyone to be on the
prayer list in February, please submit the name to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church
office at (260) 485-8716. Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would
like to join the prayer chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office.

Death: Ken Modesitt, 12/11/23

Ongoing Prayer Concerns for these members and their families:

Jan Modesitt Kathy Ruprecht Dave & Sue Myers
Jaclynn Studebaker Ken Bertz Dody Crilly

Kandy Dold Chris Waldron Jerry Reff

Chuck Ellis Julie Braun Joan Marshaus
Stephanie Welbaum Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook and family

Friends and Relatives of Messiah:
Rick Wright (father of Becki Harris)
Jim Martin (friend of Sharon Clark)
Tom Gust (friend of Jerry Reff)
Marcus Black (son of Eric & Joyce Black)
Max Matteson (grandson of Gracie Matteson)
David Shuler (father of Jason Shuler)
Hayden Rice (grandson of Dave & Sue Myers, nephew of Karla Myers)
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Tracie Tinker (niece of Matt & Denise Gibbons)
Nancy Felheim (friend of the Myers family)

Stan Stalcup (friend of Chuck & Becky Ellis)

Libby Antkowiak (daughter of Chuck & Becky Ellis)
Dan & Connie Dickey (friends of Grace Reed)
Jeannie Lyons (friend of Richelle Rush)

Joe Reed & family (son of Grace Reed)

Phil and Norell (family of Bill & Char Marker)
Jennifer Perkins (niece of Steve & Sharon Stamper)
Karen Rahmel (sister-in-law of Becky Ellis)

Jeff Rahmel (brother of Becky Ellis)

Gracie Matteson (preschool assistant)

For our homebound members and friends:
David Drefke
Beverly Lickey
Kevin Kepper
Harriet Paul

For the men and women of our Armed Services:
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook)
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Gloria Jackson (member; daughter of Robin Jackson)
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie)
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort)

Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons)
Zach Masel (nephew of Craig & Patty Hooker)
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)

Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker)
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH

Food Bank News

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items especially needed this month are canned fruit,
canned soup, crackers, tuna, pasta, mac & cheese, and feminine hygiene products. The
Pantries are always in need of canned vegetables, canned fruits, canned meats, peanut
butter, cereal, pancake mix, syrup, toothpaste, bar soap, feminine hygiene products, adult
incontinence supplies, and diapers.

Y

There continues to be a need for sweatpants, sweatshirts, underwear, socks, and cam-
mies for elementary school age kids.

These items will be donated to Arlington Elementary School at the end of February. Please
place any donations in the labeled cart in the front door vestibule. All donations are great-
ly appreciated. Please direct any questions to Bill or Char Marker (bcwmarker@aol.com).
Thank you!
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re| Lutheran
"1Foundation

2024-2025 Scholarship Opportunity
Application Deadline is February 1 (noon)

The Lutheran Foundation is now accepting Health Professions and Nursing
Scholarship Applications for the 2024-2025 academic year. The scholarship
awards start at $1,000 for selected recipients. This is a broad category that en-
compasses undergraduate and graduate students in nursing, counseling, physi-
cal therapy, mental health, dental and medical programs, and more.

Applicants of ALL denominations are encouraged to apply. Click here to review
the complete eligibility requirements and access the Scholarship Portal.

Please forward this to anyone in northeast Indiana who is pursuing a degree in
healthcare!

The Messenger January 2024
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OPERATIONS

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VU077.

Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family
and friends to enroll as well!

Thrivent Action Teams

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation.

These funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated
by Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or
service projects of your choosing. Please consider directing your Action Teams to support
Messiah. If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout
the application and reporting process.
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Thrivent Choice Dollars

Do you have Choice Dollars to share? The Thrivent Choice program lets eligible members
recommend where some of Thrivent Financials’ charitable outreach funds go by directing
Choice Dollars. Visit www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice to direct yours today!

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your
loved ones.

Church Staff Email Addresses

Pastor Tim Graham pastortim@messiahlc.com

Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com

Technical Director Josh Gumbert josh@messiahlc.com

Office Administrator Karla Myers karla@messiahlc.com

Church Board Email Addresses

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com

Mary Satre mesatre@comcast.net

Steve Berlin steveber@hotmail.com

Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com

Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com

Steve Van Wyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net
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OPERATIONS (cont)

Inclement Weather Policy

As the winter season approaches, we want to remind everyone of Messiah’s inclem-

ent Weather Policy. Obviously, we want to stress the importance of safety to all who par-
ticipate at Messiah. In the event of inclement weather, or the anticipation

of inclement weather, here are the following schedules:

Sundays: One service, at 10:00 AM only; no Sunday school. This will be decided no later

than 6:00 AM.

Please check local TV station listings. It will show: “Messiah Lutheran — Fort Wayne:
10:00 AM Schedule”

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com

Check the Messiah Facebook page.

Weekday Daytime Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 6:00 AM.
Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.
Check the website: www.messiahlc.com

Check the Messiah Facebook page.

Weekday Evening Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 3:00 PM.
You can call the Church Office.
Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.
Check the website: www.messiahlc.com

Check the Messiah Facebook page.
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion,
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on...

MEAM - Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30)

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single,
young adults.

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to
emerging adults.

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life. We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster
hospitable and authentic conversations.

Families with Young Children

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young
children. Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and
future of our church.

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the
Preschool/Childcare ministry.

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.

Forever Young

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community.

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal
growth, fellowship, and service.
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Ministers
The People of Messiah
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Timothy Graham, M. Div.
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Sunday Services
9:00 AM
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in person and online



