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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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 CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Sunday, April 7: Easter 2 
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion  

 

Sunday, April 14: Easter 3   
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion 

 

Sunday, April 21: Easter 4  
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion 

 

Sunday, April 28: Easter 5 
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion  

 
 

Looking Ahead 
 

Sunday, May 12: Easter 7 & Mother’s Day 
 

Sunday, June 2: Pentecost 2 
9:00 AM Outdoor Worship begins 
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Pr. Tim’s News  

MEMBERSHIP VS. DISCIPLESHIP – What is the Mission and Vision?  

Wow! A few more people read my most recent article “What about the 
Pastor?” and I received some thoughtful email responses and even had 
a coffee conversation with one person! I’m impressed, but I won’t hold 
my breath that more people will read this! Ha-ha! 

My focal point for the “Messenger” newsletter this year has been thinking about what 
does being involved at or in or with a church, our church, really mean? What do we mean 
by membership and what is the pastor’s role? 

On the one hand, it’s not a secret that Christianity in the U.S. has experienced a significant 
decline in church membership, Sunday attendance, and regular involvement. In some 
ways, this decline is a resistance to, or even a rebellion against, the church as an institu-
tion for a host of reasons (not naming though). 

On the other hand, there still exists a growing thirst for spirituality, for ways through diffi-
culties and challenges, and for hope, peace, and love. And people are still looking to the 
church.  

Churches, much like businesses or other institutions and organizations, have been devel-
oping Mission and Vision statements in recent years. In part, it’s a response to adapting to 
our ever-changing world. Also in part, it helps remind the church WHY it exists and WHO 
the church exists for. Arguments could be made that Jesus’ mission statement is “love 
one another.” Hmm… 

If you haven’t heard it, or seen it, our Mission statement at Messiah says:  
 

To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.  
 

Now just to be clear, I LOVE THIS MISSION STATEMENT!!! 

This is why and what Messiah Lutheran Church exists for. To help people with faith that 
works in real life! That statement should be the directing guide in the decisions we make 
as a community of faith. When we decide to “do something” at Messiah, inside or outside 
of our building walls, we should ask: Are we helping people grow a faith in Jesus Christ 
that works in real life?  
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Does that make sense? The mission should declare “why” we exist. Helping people grow 
faith should be the “why” of any action we take! From the “iddy biddies”, to our “oldies 
but goodies”:), and everyone in between!  

Many churches have similar statements, as they should, that declare discipleship or fol-
lowing Jesus in some form or fashion. What I love about our Mission Statement is proba-
bly the last segment: “that works in real life.” That’s what I need. And when I talk to peo-
ple, that’s often what they need.  

Coming to church is wonderful and meaningful, but what happens when we walk out the 
doors of the church building? Life greets us, or sometimes, it smacks us in the face! And 
that’s just it… How does our faith inform how we respond and work through the challeng-
es life presents us…REAL LIFE, where the rubber meets the road? That’s what’s up, right? 
That’s the reality!  

SO, I LOVE OUR MISSION STATEMENT! “Help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that 
works in REAL LIFE” 

Of similar importance is the Vision. A vision statement proclaims the goals or target of the 
mission statement. It specifies what an organization hopes to accomplish through its mis-
sion. The vision statement is aspirational- it’s about what you want to become. 

Vision statement questions sound like: 

• What are our hopes and dreams? 

• What problem are we solving for the greater good? 

Who and what are we inspiring to change? 

This is more telling than I wish to admit, but our current vision statement was written in 
2017-18. About 25 people participated in this process led by a consultant. You can read 
the “Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement” in its entirety on one of the last pages in 
this newsletter.  

Our current vision statement is anchored by Matthew 28 and is as follows:  

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an 
equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the 
love of Christ and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, com-
munion, service, fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on 
the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  
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Pastor Tim’s message, continued 

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on…  

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

Families with Young Children 

Forever Young 

Now, I don’t think there is anything wrong with the above statement (maybe a little 
wordy) or highlighted focal points, but we need to ask if they still speak to our goals in 
2024? Maybe they do and maybe they don’t. In some ways, not to dismiss their im-
portance, our priorities or needs may be different now!   

For example, we, Messiah Lutheran Church, have called Pr. Brian to help lead us in our 
digital ministry across the board. In essence, this is a NEW vision priority for Messiah Lu-
theran Church going forward. How can we help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that 
works in real life through ‘digital ministry”? But that is our vision now, and one of the 
“main” focal points of our ministry efforts and leadership going into the future.  

So, as you think about the realities that exist right now in 2024, what do you think our fo-
cal points should be for the next five years? Using the vision statement questions from 
above, we might ask:  

• What are our hopes and dreams? 

• What problem (or challenge) are we solving for the greater good? 

Who and what are we inspiring to change? 

Just to be clear, and to distinguish, the Vision Statement is NOT a strategic plan. The stra-
tegic plan is how do we accomplish the vision. So, it may be needed, but not right now.  

So, what do you think? Do you agree with our mission and our vision? Does it matter? 
What changes do we at Messiah need to be considering?  

More importantly, what can our community of faith learn and how can we grow from this 
conversation to improve the work of our mission to help people grow a faith in Jesus 
Christ that works in real life?” I look forward to hearing responses. 

May God’s Spirit continue to guide Messiah Lutheran Church as we look to help people 
grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life, in our community and around the world.  

In Christ’s love,  

Pr. Tim Graham 



 

The Messenger        April 2024            7 

“Hey Brian, you better come home. The police are here.” I dropped the 
phone and ran to my car.  

Someone had been in our house—someone who didn’t belong. He’d 
forced open the 1970s-era louvre windows and opened the door into 
the kitchen from the carport. The contents of my desk drawers covered 
the floor of my bedroom, and my checkbook was missing. The computer 
was gone, along with most everything of value in our little home. He 

took everything except my guitar and the engagement ring my roommate’s ex-fiance re-
turned to him a few months prior.  

“I guess nobody wants this thing!” he quipped.  

We were both youth pastors, barely making a living wage, so we didn’t have much to 
steal. But, it would take us months to save enough to replace what we lost. Getting 
robbed is nothing like it happens on cop shows and movies. The detectives don’t find 
trace DNA evidence, run it through a supercomputer, and identify the “perp” in minutes. 
They didn’t even dust for fingerprints. Instead, they told us our best bet would be if the 
robber tried to sell any of our stuff at a pawnshop, and  the possibility of getting anything 
back was remote. We never did.  

Worse was the feeling that someone had been in our house. Someone searched through 
our stuff. He dug through drawers and discarded things of personal importance to me as 
worthless. He threw letters, pictures, cards, and mementos on the floor, where they crum-
pled and tore underneath his feet when he left the room. I felt violated, sick, and scared.  

 

“O Lord, you have searched me and known me.” — Psalm 139:1 

 

These psalmist's words could feel just as violating as that break-in.  

If God is anything less than love, then this searching and knowing is a trespass in the worst 
way. It would be like God is digging around in my private stuff with no care or sensitivity.  

If God is anything less than love, then I suspect God’s motives are anything but pure.  

Is God looking so close to condemn and exclude me? 

Is God looking for enough evidence to shame me into fearful allegiance? 
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Pastor Brian’s message, continued 

The searching the psalmist describes isn’t a casual look-see. He uses a word that means 
“Examine thoroughly.” As much as I think I’ve got nothing to hide, I’ve got 53 years of crud 
built up that God will surely uncover upon thorough examination. Or maybe the Psalmist 
chose that word because it worked with the rhyme and meter of the poem in Hebrew. But 
then he chose a version of the word “known” that is an intimate and even carnal knowing. 
No, I’m pretty sure the psalmist is saying God left nothing hidden in God’s searching. If it is 
part of me, God knows about it intimately.  

But God IS love. And love doesn’t trespass where it doesn’t belong. Love doesn’t violate. 
Love isn’t forceful. So, if God searches and knows me, it isn’t to condemn or convict me; it 
is to set me free. Guilt and shame are the weapons of the enemy. They are not in love’s 
arsenal.  

Because God is LOVE, we can echo the psalmist's words, free from fear and shame, say-
ing,  

 

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. 

See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. — Psalm 
139:23-24 

 

May we all be free of everything shame has stolen from us and experience the joy of being 
truly known. 
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Sunday School in March 

In March the Journey learned about Holy Week and the good news of Easter Sunday.  In 
April we will be learning about Zacchaeus and begin our lessons on the Fruits of the Spirit. 

EDGE 
EDGE Bible Study will meet on Sundays at 10:30 AM in the Library. 
EDGE/CIA will be Sundays, April 21 and 28, at the Youth House from 12:00-2:00 PM. 

CIA 
Confirmation Class will be on Sunday, April 14, from 12:00-3:00 PM. 
EDGE/CIA will be Sundays, April 21 and 28, at the Youth House from 12:00-2:00 PM. 

PULSE 
PULSE meets Sundays, April 14, 21, and 28, at the Youth House from 4:00-6:00 PM. 

NO YOUTH HOUSE ACTIVITIES ON SUNDAY, APRIL 7 

 

Easter Egg Hunt and Hot Dog Fundraiser 

Thanks to everyone to volunteered, donated supplies, and came to spend the evening 
with us at our Easter Egg Hunt and Hot Dog Fundraiser. There were over 60 kids and their 
families who gathered a whole bunch of eggs and ate a bunch of hot dogs, cookies, and 
treats!  Special thanks to the youth, their parents, the Childcare staff, and the Easter Bun-
ny for helping make the day a lot of fun! 

 

Messiah Reads! 

Messiah Reads is a group of volunteers from Messiah that comes in to read to the Child 
Care children Tuesdays each week. Messiah Reads volunteers will choose one (or more!) 
Tuesdays to visit Messiah Childcare at 10:00 AM.  On this visit the volunteer will read a 
two or three picture books to preschool age children (ages 3 through 5) in the Narthex 
and at 10:15 AM will read to the 2 year olds. Volunteers can bring their own books or pick 
from the Childcare’s library. Be prepared for questions and stories from the children as 

GROWTH & LEARNING 



10           April 2024       The Messenger 

 

well as a lot of love and hugs! Messiah Reads is designed to not only encourage and intro-
duce more Messiah folks to the children, but also to encourage reading and the love of 
Jesus. Interested in reading or know someone who would be interested? We have dates 
open in May! Contact Heidi. 

 

Sunday, April 14 - Noisy Offering 

Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, April 14, at both services.  Monies from Noisy Offering 
will be going towards helping offset students travel costs for the CIA Mission Trip to Ke-
nosha and to the high school trip the ELCA Youth Gathering. 

 

Sunday, April 28 -  Donut Sunday 

As part of our fundraising efforts for the CIA Mission Trip to Kenosha and to the high 
school trip the ELCA Youth Gathering, we will be having Donut Sunday, April 28.  Meet us 
in the Narthex to grab some coffee and some breakfast, before or after service.  And stay 
and visit with us!  Thanks to a Thrivent Action Team, 100% of all donations will go towards 
off-setting student’s travel costs. 

 

Student Ministries Spring Rummage Sale 

It’s here!!  It’s time for the Student Ministries Spring Rummage Sale! Rummage sale will 
be Friday, April 19, and Saturday, April 20, 9:00 AM-5:00 PM. Saturday will be the 50% off 
sale and fill a bag for $5. Drop off begins Sunday, April 14, in Satre Hall. No electronics, 
mattresses, TV’s, or VHS tapes. Tell your friends and neighbors to clean out their closets 
and bring stuff in…then come back to buy more good “stuff!”  Questions or the desire to 
help - contact Heidi. 

 

 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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VBS 2024 Start the Party!! 

Jesus gives us the most amazing reason to party. That's why we believe the Gospel of Je-
sus is the best news ever. Celebrate the good news of Jesus joining us in this summer‘s 
VBS Start the Party!  We’ll learn about friendship, belonging, forgiveness, abundant life, 
and purpose through worship, games, crafts, dancing and lots and lots of fun! Save the 
date for VBS this summer for the week of June 3 from 6:00-8:00 PM!   

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.  There is a registration fee of $10 per child. Registration 
includes a VBS t-shirt and music CD, snacks, and all activities for the week. If the cost is 
difficult for your family please email Heidi at heidi@messiahlc.com to inquire about VBS 
scholarships for families. Register by May 17 to guarantee a t-shirt. You can register at 
Messiah’s Facebook page, website (messiahlc.com), paper copy, online at https://
forms.gle/ytY4HwbNtGgmKcxV6, or you can use the QR Code below.  

You will register as a family, but make sure to include each child individ-
ually so we can make sure that each child participating will have their 
own supplies and packet at registration! 

We’re currently collecting boxes, cd’s, dvd’s, blank cd’s, silver 10” 
plates, silver 7” plates, black 7” plates, and refrigerator boxes.  You can 
drop items off in Heidi’s office. 

 

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries –  
Lake Luther, Lutheran Hills and Lutherwald 

If you are looking for a fun and faith-filled summer camp for your kids check out Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministries at www.lomik.org, or contact Heidi (heidijokissner@gmail.com) for a 
camp brochure.  LOMIK is also hiring for summer camp counselors, 18 or older! 

 

Messiah Youth Ministry at a glance 

Watch emails and Messenger for student ministry info. If you know a student who would 
like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let Heidi know, heidi@messiahlc.com.    

 

mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
http://www.lomik.org
mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com


12           April 2024       The Messenger 

 

Youth Events in March 

PULSE 
PULSE is our youth group for those students currently in grades 9-12.   

Sunday, April 7 – No Youth House Activities  

Sunday, April 14 – Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM 

Sunday, April 21 – Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM 

Sunday, April 28 – Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM 

Sunday, May 5 – Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM 

 

CIA 
CIA is our youth group for those students currently in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for Con-
firmands in Action. We call it this because these are the years when the kids go through 
classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the Fall of their Freshman year.  

Sunday, April 7 – No Youth House Activities 

Sunday, April 14 – Confirmation Class 12:00-3:00 PM, Youth House  

Sunday, April 21 – EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM 

Sunday, April 28 –   EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM 

Sunday, May 5 – EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM 

 

EDGE  
EDGE is our youth group for those students currently in grades 5 and 6. Why EDGE? Be-
cause these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE is still 
part of our Journey (children’s Sunday School program) and has their own Bible study on 
Sundays during the second service in room #8 (west hallway of childcare.)  

Sunday, April 7 – Bible Study 10:30 AM, Library – Doubting Thomas 
NO YOUTH HOUSE ACTIVITIES (Spring Break) 

Sunday, April 14 – Bible Study 10:30 AM, Library – Great Commission 
NO EDGE Youth House 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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Sunday, April 21 – Bible Study 10:30 AM, Library – 1 Corinthians 13 
EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM 

Sunday, April 28 – Bible Study 10:30 AM, Library – Fruit of the Spirit 
EDGE/CIA YOUTH HOUSE 12:00-2:00 PM 

 

 

First Communion Instruction — an Invitation 

*** On Sunday, April 28, Messiah will formally recognize all New Communicants at the 
service of their families’ choice. 

It is common practice within the ELCA, and other traditions, to offer the Sacrament of Ho-
ly Communion to younger children according to individual church and family preferences. 
At Messiah, we invite any families with young children who feel it’s time for their children 
to receive communion. Every family is different, as is each child. But all are welcome as 
each family decides what’s best for their family.  

Also, if your child is receiving communion already but has NOT attended an instruction 
class, it is highly recommended that they attend at this time.  

Instruction Classes: 

Sunday, April 14, after the 10:30 AM service, in the sanctuary 

Saturday, April 20, 10:00 AM in the sanctuary 

Sunday, April 21, after the 10:30 AM service, in the sanctuary.  

Please RSVP with Pr. Tim at pastortim@messiahlc.com. IF the above times don’t work, 
please contact Pr. Tim to make other arrangements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pastortim@messiahlc.com
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

Adult Bible Studies 

Our regular Bible study groups were on pause during the Lenten season while we high-
lighted “Have a Beautiful, Terrible Lent.” Bible studies are scheduled to resume as follows: 

Tuesday Quest, 9:00 AM: This group will resume our on April 9. 

Wednesday, 10:00 AM:  This group will resume on April 10. 

Thursday, 10:00 AM: This group will resume on April 11. 

Thursday Good News Study Group, 6:30 PM: Pastor Dave Williamson will be leading 
an Adult Study titled "FORGIVENESS: GOD'S AND OURS."  We will meet on Thursdays 
from 6:30-7:30 PM beginning on April 11. We will look at Bible passages as well as mi-
raculous examples of forgiveness in history.  PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING US!! 

NO EXPERIENCE OR PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY! If you have an interest in 
deepening your faith and understanding with the others seeking the same, please 
prayerfully consider joining us. Please send an email to pastortim@messiahlc.com.  

 

 

Fort Wayne Philharmonic to Visit Messiah Childcare & Preschool 

The Fort Wayne Philharmonic is visiting the Childcare and Preschool on Tuesday, April 30.  
They will offer two performances; one at 10:30 AM for the Childcare and Preschool, then 
again at 11:10 to include the church members and their families. Please join us for this 
amazing opportunity to hear the Fort Wayne Philharmonic! 

mailto:pastortim@messiahlc.com


 

The Messenger        April 2024            15 

Woman to Woman       April 2024 
 

I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. for your love, support and guidance in all we do. 10¢ 
2. for you, Lord, who have conquered death for me. 20¢ 
3. for the joy that I have that comes from knowing you. 10¢ 
4. for helping to do your will in quiet ways. 25¢ 
5. for these two hands with which to serve you. 10¢ 
6. for remembering us at your table of grace and giving us forgiveness in eternal life. 50¢ 
7. for your suffering that makes us certain of your power to bring life from death. 15¢ 
8. that you are my guide in life. 10¢ 
9. for reminding me and helping me to be merciful to others. 50¢ 
10. for the trees and plants that are beautiful with their blossoms. 5¢ 
11. for all that I have is a gift from you. 10¢ 
12. for the gift of strength to get me through the day. 5¢ 
13. for the patience you offer me to cope with my problems. 10¢ 
14. for the fullness of joy that you are always near. 5¢ 
15. for giving us hope in you always. 10¢ 
16. for the rain you bring to nurture our crops. Thank you for our farmers and the food they 

provide. 10¢ 
17. for the grace you give me as a sinner. Do I offer that opportunity to others? 10¢ 
18. that you died on the cross and for my sins that I may have eternal life. 25¢ 
19. for your commandment, Lord, to love one another. 10¢ 
20. for Pastor Tim, Pastor Brian, and our church leaders. Thank you for their faith and guid-

ance that they offer to us. 10¢ 
21. for the many blessings you grant us each day. 5¢ 
22. for our missionaries around the world. Give them strength. 10¢ 
23. for the necessary chores I have to do today. Be with me while I do them. 5¢ 
24. for the Bible writers who wrote your story so that I could know it. 10¢ 
25. for my family and friends who give me love and support. 5¢ 
26. for all our health care providers and first responders. God bless them. 20¢ 
27. for the people who surround my life and help me when I need assistance. 10¢ 
28. for your love, Loving Father, which makes me strong. 10¢ 
29. for enabling me to see the beauty of our world. 10¢ 
30. for giving us the abundant life we live in your name. 10¢ 

 
Please bring or send offering to church on April 28. Thank you! 
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CARE & NURTURE 

Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer 
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 

Baptism: Everett Dean Graham, March 10. 
 

New Members: Tom Eishen, Cindy Paige, March 24. 
 

For members and friends of the congregation: 
Eric & Joyce Black on the death of their son, Marcus. 
Myrna Henn  Jan Modesitt   Tom & Lois  
Julie Braun   Jaclynn Studebaker 
Phyllis Mort  Chris Waldron 
Stephanie Welbaum 
 

For the men and women of our Armed Services:  
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black) 
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook) 
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie) 
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) 
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) 
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

Food Bank News 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,  
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items especially needed this month are peanut butter, 
jelly, rice, oatmeal, toilet paper, laundry soap, and toothpaste. The Pantries are always in 
need of canned vegetables, canned fruits, canned meats, peanut butter, cereal, pancake 
mix, syrup, toothpaste, bar soap, feminine hygiene products, adult incontinence supplies, 
and diapers. 

 

 

 

Lutheran Senior Care Ministry Centennial Gala 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 — 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

The Orchid, 11508 Lincoln Highway East, New Haven, 46774 

Individual Tickets: $75/person 

I (PT) serve on the board of this vital community ministry, which is made up of ELCA and 
LCMS congregations. Several of our local ELCA pastors currently serve or have previously 
served as chaplains for this weekly worship ministry including Pr. Paul Offhaus, Pr. Amy 
Beitelschees-Albers, Pr. Marty Hampton, Pr. Dave Williamson, and Pr. Will Smith.  

I would love your support for this event. The Gala information is above. If you can’t 
attend, any donations may be made to LSCM through Messiah giving. Of course, prayers 
would be welcomed for this ministry too.  

Lutheran Senior Care Ministry (LSCM), celebrating its 100-year milestone, continues its 
commitment to providing Word and Worship ministry to individuals in nursing homes, 
assisted living centers, and adult day services in the greater Fort Wayne area. Currently 
served by 18 Lutheran chaplains—comprising active or retired pastors and deaconesses—
over 30 facilities benefit from their dedicated ministry to residents and facility employees. 
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A Baby’s Closet (ABC) Shower  

Messiah’s Baby Closet Outreach invites everyone to a baby shower for ‘A Baby’s Closet,’ a 
ministry of Associated Churches. ABC provides essential baby items to low-income 
families and those experiencing hardships. Participants earn coupons for learning about 
nutrition and parenting, keeping prenatal and pediatric appointments, childbirth classes, 
and keeping their children’s immunizations up to date. Coupons are redeemed for 
clothing, cribs, car seats, and baby supplies. 

New items such as diapers, wipes, onesies, blankets and crib sheets, as well as monetary 
donations are ALWAYS needed. Currently the most-needed items include diapers 
(Newborn, 4, 5, & 6) clothing (Sizes Newborn – 3T), wipes, diaper ointment, blankets, and 
crib sheets. 

Messiah will be collecting items from April 1 to May 5. We challenge everyone to help 
gather needed supplies and fill the church library with our donations! A celebration (Baby 
Shower) is planned for May 5th in the library, immediately following the 10:30 service. 
Cake and beverages will be served.  

All are Welcome! 

Meet the Challenge! 

Stop in to see what our congregation and community have donated! 

A complete list of items needed is available on the “A Baby’s Closet” collection bin located 
inside the main entrance of Messiah.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH (cont) 
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A Baby’s Closet (ABC) Needs  
April – May 2024 

 
 
 

 
Most Needed New Items: 

Diapers (Sizes Newborn to 6)  
Wipes and Baby Ointment 
Girls & Boys Clothing (Sizes Newborn to 3T) 
Baby Blankets 
Crib Sheets 

 
Other Essential Items:  

Thermometers 
Baby Shampoo & Lotion 
Diaper Cream 
Nail Clippers 
Single Baby Bottles & Bottle Brushes 
Spill-proof (Sippy) Cups 
Fork & Spoon Sets  
Socks  
Pacifiers 
Rattles & Teething Rings  
Safety Items (Outlet Plugs, Doorknob Covers) 
Car Seats (convertible), Highchairs, and Strollers 
Baby Gates 
Monetary Donations (Check made to Messiah Lutheran Church) 

 
Please place donations in the “A Baby’s Closet” collection bin (inside main entrance of 
Messiah). 
 

Donations are being collected for the Baby Shower until May 5, 2024. 
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RESIDENT DRIVEN ADVOCACY — Pajama Drive 
Sponsored by LTC Ombudsman Program – committed to advocating for 
the rights of residents of long-term care facilities. 

Donated PJs must be:  

NEW with tags. (No used items, please),  

suitable for men and women,  

including pajamas, sweatpants, sweatshirts, and nightgowns.  

While sets are appreciated, individual tops and bottoms are acceptable, along with 
sweatpants and shirts, nightgowns, and other lounge-wear items. Larger sizes (3x to 6x) 
are needed most, but all sizes are welcome.  

Donations will be accepted at Messiah Lutheran Church through April 30th. A collection 
bin is available by the main entrance, Door #1.  

 

 

Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar 

Each month the Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar is published in the Messenger. Short 
prayers are suggested for each day of the month to help women of our church with a 
prayer schedule. After each prayer is a suggested amount for contributing to the Woman 
to Woman fund. At the end of the month money can be brought to church and placed in 
the Woman to Woman basket, or sent through the mail. This fund is an important way for 
women to help each other in time of need. We thank everyone who has continued to 
contribute to this mission and hope that the prayer calendar helps not only in a monetary 
way, but in a spiritual way as well. May God Bless all of you for your continued prayers 
and donations. 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH (cont) 
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OPERATIONS 

Spring Clean Up 

Join us on Saturday, April 13, at 9:00 AM for a special 
spring clean-up!  We will work on getting campus ready 
for Spring.  Sign ups will help make sure we have enough 
projects prepared to keep everyone busy.  Many hands 
make for light work!  Coffee and Donuts provided! See 
Cory Dold or Denise Gibbons to sign up. 

 

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards  

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s 
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create 
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click 
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran 
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VU077.   

Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family 
and friends to enroll as well! 

 

Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year.  Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects.  If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer.  If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.   

 

 

mailto:https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
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Have you considered planned giving?   

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a 
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your 
loved ones. 

 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Senior Pastor Tim Graham pastortim@messiahlc.com 
Associate Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 
Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers karla@messiahlc.com 

 

Church Board Email Addresses 
Steve Berlin steveber@hotmail.com 
Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com 
Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 
Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 
Mary Satre mesatre@comcast.net 
Steve Van Wyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 
 

OPERATIONS (cont) 

mailto:pastortim@messiahlc.com
mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
mailto:cory@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:denise@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
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mailto:%22Steve%20Van%20Wyngarden%22%20%3Cstevevanw%40comcast.net%3E
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Senior Pastor 
Timothy Graham, M. Div. 

 

Associate Pastor 
Brian Spahr, M. Div. 

 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div. 

 

Pastor Emeritus 
Carl H. Satre, D.D. 

 

* 

Sunday Services 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
in person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


