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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 
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led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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 CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Sunday, May 5: Easter 6, Mental Health Awareness 
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion  

 

Sunday, May 12: Easter 7, Mother’s Day  
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion 

 

Sunday, May 19: Pentecost “Red Out” Sunday  
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion 

 

Sunday, May 26: Holy Trinity Sunday 
9:00 AM – Traditional w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion  

 
 
 
 
 
 
9:00 AM OUTDOOR WORSHIP BEGINS 

Sunday, June 2: 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 AM – Outdoor Worship w/Communion 
10:30 AM – Contemporary w/Communion 
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Pr. Tim’s News  

MEMBERSHIP VS. DISCIPLESHIP – How do we shift our culture?   

My 2024 focal point for the “Messenger” newsletter this year has been 
thinking about what does being involved at, or in, or with a church, 
really mean?  

We have asked:  

February - What does it mean to be a disciple vs a member? 

March - What is the pastor’s role? 

April - What is the Mission and the Vision?  

At first glance, it seems these concepts, at least to me, should be easy to embrace. 
Discipleship describes a way of Christian living. The Pastor’s role is to equip and prepare 
the disciples to serve the faith community. That leads to our mission of helping people 
grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. Easy-peasy!  

But…how do we get there? How do we implement this perspective into the life of 
Messiah Lutheran Church? I mean, it’s one thing to say it, but it’s a completely different 
thing to do it. The truth is it takes time and practice to achieve.  

A culture shift in a church begins with the repeated premise that the ENTIRE community 
of faith are children loved and chosen by Jesus, called by love to love through baptism 
into Christ… not by position, title, or length of membership.  

In John’s gospel, Jesus says:  

“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love… I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.” (John 15.9-11) 

When we discover the depth and breadth of our oneness with Christ AND our oneness in 
Christ with each other because he loves us, we will find new joy and purpose in the 
interrelatedness that we share through Christ. Christ’s love for us becomes the driving 
force in our work and mission together.  

This is WHERE the joy of discipleship begins… when we experience Unconditional Grace in 
community. Human weaknesses and failures do not exclude anyone. Instead, they are the 
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impetus for grace. They become opportunities to learn and teach forgiveness and grace 
for the benefit of the community.  

The shift to a Discipleship Culture recenters us in Jesus:  

• Jesus, who loves unconditionally, yet holds us accountable to his love;  

• Jesus, who forgives unconditionally but can still use the consequences of sin to shape 
our character;  

• Jesus, the one who is unconditionally present, yet still points us to our need for each 
other.  

As a result, our community is not just a shared identity; rather, our community comes 
from the result of shared labor towards our mission. When we become interdependent 
and experience that the whole is truly greater than its individual parts, when we work 
together using our individual gifts to benefit the entire community, we become better 
than we could ever possibly be alone.  

In this type of culture, people are willing to risk themselves without fear. Their 
vulnerability leads the church into an openness of the Holy Spirit, where creation and 
innovation change the culture to promote and advance the gospel of Christ’s love. We just 
need to stay true to the mission. We just need to stay true to the way of life…discipleship. 
We just need to keep Christ at the center of who we are and how we are interrelated to 
our community of faith.  

Change is often a dirty, or at the very least, a disliked word. We joke about it and often 
express our dislike for change. However, we know: change is a reality; change is constant; 
change is going to happen.  

However, change is not as bad as we think. What I have learned and have often shared is 
that the problem most people have with change is letting go of what they lose. Most 
people don’t mind the change. Most people know that oftentimes the change is good or 
will have a positive effect. However, it’s what they lose or give up which causes the most 
anxiety.  

So, what do you think? What do we stand to lose from a shift to discipleship? What might 
we gain from this same culture shift? How might our community benefit from a culture of 
Unconditional Grace?  

continued on next page 
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Pr Tim, continued 

More importantly, what can our community of faith learn and how can we grow from this 
conversation to improve the work of our mission to help people grow a faith in Jesus 
Christ that works in real life?” I look forward to hearing responses. 

May God’s Spirit continue to guide Messiah Lutheran Church as we look to help people 
grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life, in our community and around the world.  

 

In Christ’s love,  

Pr. Tim Graham 

 k k k k k k k 
 

Pr. Brian’s News 

“I love your Sailor Mercury!” he shouted to the bright blue-haired 
colored human in front of me on the escalator. She was in full cosplay of 
her favorite anime character.  

“Thanks! You look amazing, too,” she replied to the yellow-haired 
stranger dressed as a character I couldn’t identify.  

My heart smiled, and my face followed. 

My family attended the Indiana Comic Convention in downtown Indianapolis a few weeks 
ago. We went as an early birthday celebration for Z, who loves all things comics, anime, 
and gaming. There were panels and photo ops with people from some of his favorite 
movies and TV shows (mine, too!). We met Tom Cavanaugh and Danielle Panabaker from 
The Flash, Taylor Gray and Vanessa Marshall from Star Wars Rebels, Shameik Moore from 
Across the Spiderverse, Timothy Zahn, who wrote Heir to the Empire and created the 
Grand Admiral Thrawn character, Jacob Romero from One Piece, Maggie Lawson from 
Psych, Jamie Campbell Bower from Stranger Things, and Audrey Hopkins (aka @audity). 
Not to mention, Anthony Daniels (C-3PO himself) almost sat in my lap! We made a lot of 
memories. But I keep thinking about that brief interaction between cosplayers on the 
escalator. It was a snapshot of what I saw everywhere I turned that weekend.  
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This is a difficult world to live in. People can be cruel, and people in the highest leadership 
positions often model the worst behavior. It’s hard to navigate most days. But for three 
days, the Indiana Convention Center became a sanctuary, and I felt like I got a glimpse of 
the Kingdom of God. It was a safe space for tens of thousands of people (many of whom 
are shunned, shamed, bullied, harassed, and excluded as an “acceptable norm”). Nerd, 
queer, trans, straight, BIPOC, white, and neurodivergent were not only welcome to exist 
but to BE! It felt like the Chuch, and it was beautiful.  

I didn’t understand everything or everyone I saw, but (thank God) the world doesn’t rely 
on my “understanding” to express its beauty. I set my need to understand aside, and my 
tendency to judge went with it. I adopted a posture of welcome, and during that comic 
convention, I saw, felt, and sensed the beautiful diversity of God’s Kingdom—and, dare I 
say it, the stunning diversity of God. It was a thin place where it felt like heaven came 
close.   

I know people have all kinds of convictions and opinions. I get it. But the longer I wander 
in this thing called faith, the more I sense that God is far more diverse than I could ever 
imagine. God+ embraces the diversity of creation; the diversity of creation reflects God.  

Those blue and yellow-haired cosplayers on the escalator are made in God’s image.  
They are wonderfully made. 

My neurodivergent kids are made in God’s image. 
They are wonderfully made. 

My queer and trans friends are made in God’s image.  
They are wonderfully made.  

Even I am made in God’s image.  
I am wonderfully made.  
Honestly, sometimes that is harder to write (and even harder to accept) about 
myself. But it is true.  

I am wonderfully made.  

And so are you. 

 

–Pastor Brian 
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

Alleluia! Christ Is Risen! 

It’s hard to believe that May is here. It seems that the year has just 
begun, but we are already in the waning weeks of Easter, and soon our 
shouts of “Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!” will fade away. But our 

exultation continues, for in this month we celebrate the coming of the Spirit of the risen 
One, and in a sense, Easter is not finished, for each Sunday is a “mini Easter” as we gather 
on the day of our Lord. Please join us each Sunday for worship. 

Two special days grace this month. Here are the details: 

Pentecost, May 19. Services at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. On this day we celebrate the coming 
of the Spirit. Fifty days after Jesus rose from the dead the Spirit descended upon the 
gathered believers like tongues of fire, and it is logical that the liturgical color of the day is 
red, so don’t forget to wear red on this day! 

Trinity Sunday, May 26. Services at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. On Trinity Sunday we affirm the 
unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. These three persons of the one God are present 
in our lives each and every day, enveloping us in God’s wondrous grace and love. Though 
the mystery of the triune God is beyond our understanding, our experience of God’s love 
is near to us, and that may be all that we need to know. 

Coming up . . . In June the 9:00 AM service will be meeting outdoors in the Tony Hickman 
Memorial Chapel. Bring lawn chairs and enjoy the beauty of nature as you worship. We 
will gather inside in case of inclement weather. 

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,   

Stan Engle 
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Sunday School (Journey) in May 

In April we celebrated Easter and the Journey learned about Zacchaeus and started our 
lesson on Fruits of the Spirit. In May we will continue our lesson on Fruits of the Spirit and 
celebrate Mother’s Day! Our last day of Journey (Sunday School) for this season will be 
Sunday, May 19. We will have our year-end Journey celebration during the Sunday School 
hour (10:30 AM service). Journey will start back up in the fall the Sunday after Labor Day. 
Happy Summer!! 

 

Messiah Youth Ministry at a glance 

Watch emails and Messenger for student ministry info. If you know a student who would 
like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let Heidi know, heidi@messiahlc.com.    

Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through emails also. If you are not 
receiving EDGE, CIA, or PULSE emails and would like to, please let Heidi know,                
heidi@messiahlc.com, so we can get you on the mailing list! 

EDGE is our youth group for those students currently in grades 5 and 6. Why EDGE? 
Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE is 
still part of our Journey (children’s Sunday School program) and has their own Bible 
study on Sundays during the second service in room #8 (west hallway of childcare.)  

Sunday, May 5 
EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM: Armor of God 
EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM 
6th Grade Recognition - 10:30 AM service 

Sunday, May 12 - MOTHER'S DAY -  
EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM: Mother's Day 
NO YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Sunday, May 19  
EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM:  Last Day Festivities 
EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM END OF YEAR COOKOUT  
No EDGE Bible Study on Memorial Day weekend. 

EDGE Bible Study classes will pick back up again the Sunday after Labor Day. 

GROWTH & LEARNING 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com


10           May 2024       The Messenger 

 

CIA is our youth group for those students currently in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for 
Confirmands in Action. We call it this because these are the years when the kids go 
through classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the Fall of their Freshman year.  

Sunday, May 5 - EDGE/CIA at Youth House Sunday, 12:00-2:00 PM 

Sunday, May 12 NO YOUTH ACTIVITIES  

Sunday, May 19 - EDGE/CIA End of the Year cookout will be Sunday, 12:00 -2:00 PM 

Confirmation Classes are finished for this season!   

Confirmation (for current 8th graders) will be Sunday, September 29, 2024. 

 

PULSE is our youth group for those students currently in grades 9-12.   

Sunday, May 5 - Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM 

Sunday, May 12 – NO YOUTH ACTIVITIES  

Sunday, May 19 - End of the year celebration, 4:00 PM, More info to come. 

 

6th Grade Recognition Sunday, May 5 

The Journey at Messiah has been honored to have had the privilege to partner with you in 
building a foundation for your students’ faith.  The time has gone quickly and it is time for 
your students to transition from Journey to CIA (Confirmands in Action).   

Please join us on Sunday, May 5, during the 10:30 AM service,  as we honor and recognize 
our 6th grade students and their “graduation” from Journey.   

If you are a parent of a 6th grade student we request your presence with your child at this 
service as we will reaffirm the vows given at baptism and celebrate them! 

Please let Heidi know, heidi@messiahlc.com, if you and your student are able to be here.  

Thank you for letting us walk in faith with your children, as they have walked and 
strengthen us in our walk in faith as well. 

 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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VBS 2024 Start the Party!! 

Jesus gives us the most amazing reason to party. That's why we 
believe the Gospel of Jesus is the best news ever. Celebrate the 
good news of Jesus joining us in this summer‘s VBS Start the 
Party!  We’ll learn about friendship, belonging, forgiveness, 
abundant life, and purpose through worship, games, crafts, 
dancing and lots and lots of fun! Save the date for VBS this 
summer for the week of June 3 from 6:00-8:00 PM!   

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. There is a registration fee of $10 per child. Registration 
includes a VBS t-shirt and music CD, snacks, and all activities for the week. If the cost is 
difficult for your family please email Heidi at heidi@messiahlc.com to inquire about VBS 
scholarships for families. Register by May 17 to guarantee a t-shirt. You can 
register at Messiah’s Facebook page, at messiahlc.com, paper copy, online at 
https://forms.gle/ytY4HwbNtGgmKcxV6, or you can use this QR Code:                                                 

You will register as a family, but make sure to include each child individually 
so we can make sure that each child participating will have their own 
supplies and packet at registration! 

 

VBS Volunteers 

If you’re going to be in 6th Grade Fall of 2024 or older, we’d love to have you as a 
volunteer for this summer’s VBS!  There are many ways to volunteer – you can help with 
registration, lead an activity or a group of children.  If you and/or your student is 
interested in helping, please contact Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com.    

 

VBS Workdays 

Saturday, June 1 – We’ll meet in the Narthex, 9:00-11:00 AM.  We’ll have donuts! 

Sunday, June 2 - We’ll meet in the Narthex after the 10:30 AM service to finish up 
decorating and prepping activities for VBS.  Light lunch will be served. 

 

mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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Mail Carriers Food Drive – Saturday, May 11 

Mail Carriers Food Drive for Associated Churches will be Saturday, May 11.  Please 
remember to fill your grocery bags and leave them by your mailbox!!  Associated churches 
is looking for volunteers to help unload the Mail Trucks and sort food.  This is done behind 
the post office on Stellhorn Road (behind the Subway).  If you’re available to help please 
contact Garry Pook, garry@associatedchurches.org. 

 

Noisy Offering Sunday, May 12 

Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, May 12, at both services.  Monies from Noisy Offering 
will be going towards helping offset students travel costs for the CIA Mission Trip to 
Kenosha and to the high school trip the ELCA Youth Gathering. 

 

Graduate Recognition Sunday, May 19 

We would like to honor and recognize those graduating this year from high school, 
college, graduate school, vocational school on Sunday, May 19, at both services.  If you 
could please email me a picture of your student, where they are graduating from, any 
honors and acknowledgements, and future plans by May 12.   And if you could, let me 
know if they will be at the service on May 19.  Let’s celebrate our graduates!!   

 

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries –  

Lake Luther, Lutheran Hills and Lutherwald 

If you are looking for a fun and faith-filled summer camp for your kids check out Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministries at www.lomik.org, or contact Heidi (heidijokissner@gmail.com) for a 
camp brochure.  LOMIK is also hiring for summer camp counselors, 18 or older! 

 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

http://www.lomik.org
mailto:heidijokissner@gmail.com
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Mental Health Awareness Sunday, May 5 

On Sunday, May 5th, Messiah will recognize Mental Health Awareness month. Our 
congregation is fortunate to have several individuals who are professionals in Mental 
Health Care.  

Jayme Yates is one of those professionals. She currently serves as the County Director of 
Bowen Center in Allen County, and she will make a short presentation about the Bowen 
Center in our worship services as well as host a booth in the Narthex after each service.  

Bowen Health Clinic proudly offers Primary Health Care, Mental Health Care, and 
Addiction Recovery Treatment to anyone, regardless of their ability to pay. From sick 
visits to wellness exams and blood pressure management to diabetic care, treatment for 
depression, anxiety, autism, addiction, and more, Bowen Health Clinic is here for you and 
your family and focuses on your well-being so you can focus on living your best 
life. Bowen Health Clinics are located throughout northern Indiana. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call (800) 342-5653 or visit BowenCenter.org. 

 

First Communion Recognition 

Congratulation to all our First Communicants including: Kailyn Blackmon, Ava Ealing, 
Noah Ealing, Zoey Ealing, Alan Hamrick, Emma Miers, Ashlyn Schaller, and Caius Stewart.  

We give God thanks for these young people in this recognition. We pray as they grow in 
years and faith that the gift and grace of Holy Communion will deepen their faith in Christ 
in real life! Congratulations again!  

 

Adult Bible Studies 

Our regular Bible study groups will be meeting as follows: 

Tuesday Quest, 9:00 AM: Will continue meeting as the group determines.  

Wednesday, 10:00 AM:  The last meeting before summer break will be May 22.  

Thursday, 10:00 AM: Will continue meeting as the group determines.  

Thursday Good News Study Group, 6:30 PM: The last meeting will be May 30.   
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

Messiah Metro! 

Hello Spring! We are happy to be spending more time outside with the 
good weather that spring brings! We hope you all were able to 
experience the Solar Eclipse; it was quite a sight to behold! Please be sure 
that your child has liquid sunscreen if you would like them to wear it. The 
classrooms are working on an array of skills these next two months, 

including but not limited to: clouds, being kind to the Earth, people around the world, and 
Mother's Day! Also, the children are working on the colors yellow and purple, as well as 
the shapes octagon and diamond.  
 

Teacher Feature! 

Our teacher feature this month is Mrs. Sarah! Mrs. Sarah started off as a two's teacher in 
2022. Mrs. Sarah is now one of our infant teachers. In her spare time, Mrs. Sarah likes to 
play Nintendo Switch and read. Her favorite color is green and her favorite food is 
Mexican food. If you see her in the hallway, be sure to wave hello! 
 

Upcoming Dates 

May 17: Messiah Prom! 5:30 p.m.- rooms 5-8 May 24: Last Day of the Academic Session 
May 24: Graduation Ceremony for Rm 5 & non-returning children ages 3 & up, to be held 
in the Sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. Refreshments in the gym to follow. May 27: Closed for 
Memorial Day May 28: First Day of Summer Session  
 

Riddle Corner 

Q: What is Spring's favorite kind of pickle?    A: A Daffo-dill! 
 

Bible Verse of the Month 

"In the light of a king's face there is life, and his favor is like the clouds that bring the 
spring rain." --Proverbs 16:15  
 

Portia Howard 
Preschool and Childcare Director 
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Woman to Woman       May 2024 
 

I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. for this new month in which to serve and worship you. 10¢ 
2. that I know you and my blessings. I pray for those who don’t know you. 5¢ 
3. for the fact that you are with me always. 10¢ 
4. for your steadfastness and guidance in our lives. 10¢ 
5. for guiding our thoughts and decisions so we may honor your name. 25¢ 
6. for acts of kindness from family and friends. 5¢ 
7. for guiding me to live according to your word. 20¢ 
8. for my occupation. Do I do it for your glory? 20¢ 
9. for the beauty of our earth and we sing of the gifts you have given us. 20¢ 
10. for sending us Jesus, our Lord and King. 15¢ 
11. for your faithfulness to us always. 5¢ 
12. for our mothers whom we remember or honor today for their love, care, and concern for us. 

50¢ 
13. for our trust in your steadfast love and praise your holy name. 10¢ 
14. for our Pastors Tim and Brian and the ministry they offer to Messiah in dedication and love. 

$1.00 
15. for calling me to be a part of our church and serving others. 10¢ 
16. for the peace that passes understanding. 5¢ 
17. for God’s hope and promise through every chance and challenge in life. 15¢ 
18. for the telephone and all devices making communication easy. 10¢ 
19. for giving us faith to hold us steady and sure when our lives are troubled. 5¢ 
20. for Christ’s prayers that we may be one in Him. 10¢ 
21. to stir me to do YOUR will, not mine. 10¢ 
22. for us to know and experience your truth, in Christ our Lord. 25¢ 
23. for our children, our hope for the future. 10¢ 
24. for being our guide to God’s truths for this world. 25¢ 
25. for those in need of healing and strength facing life’s challenges. 10¢ 
26. for the Holy Spirit to work through us to minister to others. 20¢ 
27. for this Memorial Day to remember our veterans who died in service to our country so that 

we may live in freedom to worship you. $1.00 
28. for patience in waiting for answers to prayers that God will give in His time. 10¢ 
29. for your comforting presence in our lives as we seek your Word. 5¢ 
30. for the people in our lives who accept us as we are. Do we do that for others? 10¢ 
31. for the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. 50¢ 

 

Please bring or send offering to church on May 25. 
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CARE & NURTURE 

Parish Health Ministry 

A new season is upon us and we encourage you to find joy for your journey. 

Joy is a fruit of the Spirit.  God’s joy is supernatural and can remain deep and abiding even 
when we are in the midst of hardship.  It is not the absence of pain or difficult circum-
stances but learning to let God’s spirit fill us with his joy, regardless of our circumstances. 

Joy is a choice we can make, an attitude we can adopt, being grateful enough for our tri-
umphs, especially the small ones.  It is being content and working for things that matter 
and letting go of those that don’t. 

There are many ways to find joy or add joy to our lives – celebrate the small and ordinary 
things in our daily life.  Set aside comparison and self-criticism – it has been said that com-
parison is the thief of joy.   

Stay grateful – reflecting on our daily blessings and finding gratitude in them can change 
our lives, and laugh at least once a day.  Laughter helps to promote good health, lowers 
our blood pressure, boosts our immune systems, improves our brain function, protects 
our health and reduces our stress – even if you need to get a joke book from the library if 
you are having difficulty finding something to laugh at.  

Start a gratitude journal. Some days you will look high and low to find something to put in 
your journal but it becomes easier every day and there is joy in many of life’s small things 
– a hot shower or the smell of  your morning coffee are just a couple – they do not need 
to be huge, momentous things. 

Some of us face substantial family or financial problems and some days can feel very grim.  
But each day and in every situation, we have a choice.  We can focus on the negative OR 
we can try to squeeze as much joy as possible from every moment. 

Smile more and watch joy fill your heart. 

Your Messiah Parish Nurses 
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Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer 
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 

Baptisms: Cassian Farlee, Dani Riegsecker, and Jayden Riegsecker, all on April 21. 
 

Deaths:  
Dolores Moilanen, April 7 
Verne Lausen, April 12 
Gloria Sparks, April 13 
Bill Rathgaber, April 14 
Phyllis Mort, April 19 

 
For members and friends of the congregation: 

Trudy   Myrna   Kim 
Julie   Lois   Jaclynn 
Chris   Stephanie  Tiffany  
Norma   Marquitta  
 

For the men and women of our Armed Services:  
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black) 
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook) 
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie) 
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) 
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) 
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

Lutheran Night at the Tin Caps! 

Come join us for a fun night out at the ballpark for this year's Lutheran Night at Parkview 
Field.  The game starts at 7:05 pm on June 18. It is Family Feast Night — and be sure to 
stay for the fireworks after the game!  Tickets are only $12 each and can be reserved 
through the church office.  The deadline to order tickets is Sunday, May 26! See Cory with 
any questions!  

 

Bethlehem Christians 

On Sunday, May 19, Jimmy from Bethlehem Christians will be with us to share about his 
ministry in the Holy Land. Christian-crafted gifts made from Holy Land grown olive wood 
will be available for purchase to support this organization.  Make sure to visit their table in 
the narthex before or after worship. 

 

Food Bank News 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,  
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items especially needed this month are canned fruit, 
canned soup, crackers, tuna, pasta, mac & cheese, and feminine products. The Pantries 
are always in need of canned vegetables, canned fruits, canned meats, peanut butter, 
cereal, pancake mix, syrup, toothpaste, bar soap, feminine hygiene products, adult 
incontinence supplies, and diapers. 

 

Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar 

Each month the Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar is published in the Messenger. Short 
prayers are suggested for each day of the month to help women of our church with a 
prayer schedule. After each prayer is a suggested amount to contribute to the Woman to 
Woman fund. At the end of the month money can be brought to church and placed in the 
Woman to Woman basket, or sent through the mail. This fund is an important way for 
women to help each other in time of need. We thank everyone who has continued to 
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contribute to this mission and hope that the prayer calendar helps not only in a monetary 
way, but in a spiritual way as well. May God Bless all of you for your continued prayers 
and donations. 

 

Lutheran Senior Care Ministry Centennial Gala 

Meme and I attended the Centennial Gala with the following 
couples: Kathleen and Tim Ormiston, Emily Blackman and Richard 

Hambrock, and Georgia and Dan Schmidt. It was a delightful evening filled with good 
conversation, wonderful food, and a glowing reminder why this ministry is so necessary!  

If you would like to know more about Lutheran Senior Care Ministry, please let me know 
and I would be more than happy to share more information. Here is a quick snippet.  

Lutheran Senior Care Ministry (LSCM), celebrating its 100-year milestone, 
continues its commitment to providing Word and Worship ministry to individuals 
in nursing homes, assisted living centers, and adult day services in the greater Fort 
Wayne area. Currently served by 18 Lutheran chaplains—comprising active or 
retired pastors and deaconesses—over 30 facilities benefit from their dedicated 
ministry to residents and facility employees. 

You can also visit https://lutheranseniorcareministry.org for more information.  

If you would like to make a financial donation, please direct it to Messiah with a “memo” 
for LSMC. Thank you! 

 

Resident Driven Advocacy Pajama Drive  

Sponsored by LTC Ombudsman Program, committed to advocating for 
the rights of residents of long-term care facilities. 

Thank you, Messiah Lutheran Church, for your generosity and 
compassion shown in the collection of Pajamas!   

https://lutheranseniorcareministry.org
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SAVE THE DATE! 

UNSPOKEN and JJ Weeks in concert at 
Messiah on June 20th, 2024, at 7 PM.  
Tickets will be available soon for ONLY 
$15.00 each! 
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OPERATIONS 

Online Giving  

You may have noticed that the giving page at www.messiahlc.com looks slightly differ-
ent.  Vanco has made some updates to the page layout, but don't worry, it is still a safe 
and secure way to support the ministry happening here at Messiah Lutheran Church.   

 

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards  

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s 
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create 
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click 
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran 
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VU077.   

Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family 
and friends to enroll as well! 

 

Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year.  Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects.  If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer.  If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.   

 

Have you considered planned giving?   

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a 
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your 
loved ones. 

http://www.messiahlc.com
mailto:https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
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Church Staff Email Addresses 
Senior Pastor Tim Graham pastortim@messiahlc.com 
Associate Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 
Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers karla@messiahlc.com 

 

 

Church Board Email Addresses 
Steve Berlin steveber@hotmail.com 
Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com 
Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 
Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 
Mary Satre mesatre@comcast.net 
Steve Van Wyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 
 

OPERATIONS (cont) 

mailto:pastortim@messiahlc.com
mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
mailto:cory@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:denise@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
mailto:%22Steven%20Berlin%22%20%3Csteveber%40hotmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Beth%20Crilly%22%20%3Cbac1011%40msn.com%3E
mailto:srmusolf@gmail.com
mailto:%22Cynthia%20Riebersal%22%20%3Ccariebersal%40gmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Mary%20Satre%22%20%3Cmesatre%40comcast.net%3E
mailto:%22Steve%20Van%20Wyngarden%22%20%3Cstevevanw%40comcast.net%3E
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Senior Pastor 
Timothy Graham, M. Div. 

 

Associate Pastor 
Brian Spahr, M. Div. 

 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div. 

 

Pastor Emeritus 
Carl H. Satre, D.D. 

 

* 

Sunday Services 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
in person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


