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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;

e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday, June 2: 2" Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM — OUTDOOR WORSHIP BEGINS w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, June 9: 3" Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM — Outdoor Worship w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, June 16: 4" Sunday after Pentecost/Father’s Day
9:00 AM — Outdoor Worship w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, June 23: 5t Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM — Outdoor Worship w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, June 30: 6! Sunday after Pentecost

9:00 AM — Outdoor Worship w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion
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Pr. Tim’s News
THE MARKS OF DISCIPLESHIP — PRAYER

The six marks of discipleship include: Prayer, Worship, Scripture,
Service, Relationships, and Giving.

- x\ :% While all the marks of discipleship are important and very likely
g0 \:\ . interwoven, | personally give prayer the edge over the others. Why? |
believe prayer is a way of life.

Paul writes to the church in Thessalonica:

'¢ Rejoice always, ' pray without ceasing, *® give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

At its very simplest, prayer is a communication or conversation with God. At its most

complex, prayer is a direct source of power. And to be very clear, there exists a great deal
in between.

However, | should be clear to say what prayer is NOT. Prayer is NOT us convincing God to
act on our behalf. Prayer is NOT us saying magic words or special words that God reacts
to. Prayer is NOT about getting what we want or even what we think we need. Prayer is
NOT just a problem solver.

Prayer is NOT God as a genie in a bottle. When we pray for what we want, we are praying
for the results we want. We are praying for our will, not God’s will. If you recall, Jesus
says, “Thy will be done.”

| realize there are certain places where Jesus says something to the effect of, “Pray for
whatever you wish | will give it to you.” Unfortunately, this is taken WAY out of context. If

you read the 11% chapter in Luke’s gospel, when the disciples ask Jesus to teach them to
pray, he says

®And | tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and
it will be opened to you. Oror everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks
finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.

However, if you read v.13, what we ask for and receive is clarified:

31f you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
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The Holy Spirit is what is promised. The Holy Spirit is our answer. The Holy Spirit is what
we need.

As | approach my 24th year of sobriety, my mind is always flooded with images and
thoughts from that harrowing time in my life. | tried to take my own life. What else is
there to say? One cannot be much lower than that. However, there were a few simple
prayers that changed my life and my course in life.

When | “came to” in the hospital, my outlook had not improved. | was still at a crossroad
though. If | left the hospital | would drink. And if | drank again, | would most certainly end
up dead. | had no more options. My game plan was demolished. After some deep and
honest reflection, | got out of my bed and on my knees and simply said, “God, if you are
there, please help me.”

In hindsight, I’'m not really sure what “help me” meant, but | knew | couldn’t keep going
on like I had been. It turns out, that prayer was maybe the most transformative in my life
because | believe at that time my desire and obsession to drink was taken from me. | can’t
explain it other than it was an act of God, a spiritual experience. Not what | expected. And
again, not even necessarily what | prayed for. And | don’t think | realized how momentous
this was at first. | just felt inexplicably different when | woke up the next day.

The second prayer that changed my life was the instruction from my AA sponsor to pray
first thing in the morning and then at night before | go to bed. He instructed me to do
some other things as well, but this instruction to pray didn’t sit well and | challenged the
direction. He simply asked me to questions: “Tim, do you want to stay sober? (I nodded
yes.) And do you want me to be your sponsor? (Again, | nodded yes.) Then don’t ask, just
doit.”

Regardless of the fact that | was staying at a halfway house in a single room with three
other men, | got on my knees in the morning (as he instructed), and | asked God to take
away my desire to drink from today. And then at night, | got on my knees and | thanked
God for keeping me sober.

Nothing major happened. | didn’t have any visions or dreams or anything spectacular
happen. Interestingly, it became easier the more | did it. | didn’t worry about my
roommates. Furthermore, after several months of practicing this spiritual exercise, |
began to slowly incorporate other things or requests in these moments of prayer... for my
children, my wife, for other people. It paved the way for my prayer life to deepen in
unexpected ways.
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Pr Tim, continued

What | discovered was not answers or solutions, but rather presence...God’s presence. It
didn’t solve all my problems, and all my concerns were not resolved either. | didn’t get the
things | wanted (nor did | ask for them). But my perspective, the angle with which |
approached life, changed dramatically. And | we realized God is doing for me what | could
not do for myself. (AA, pg. 84)

And this is what | mean by prayer as a way of life. Through prayer, our conscious contact
with God improves in all life’s circumstances, all day long. The Holy Spirit intercedes. That
in turn affects how we approach each life situation, from the very simple things to the
very complex things. Our lives become a prayer because we become more mindful of
what God would desire of us.

Well, | have said a lot... | think. What do you think? How does or has prayer impacted your
life or perspective? Do you feel like it is a way of life? Why or why not? More importantly,
what can our community of faith at Messiah learn and how can we grow from this
conversation to improve the work of our mission to help people grow a faith in Jesus
Christ that works in real life? | look forward to hearing responses.

May God’s Spirit continue to guide Messiah Lutheran Church as we look to help people
grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life, in our community and around the world.

In Christ’s love,

Pr. Tim Graham

Messiah Apparel Store

The Messiah Apparel Store is once again open! Get your Messiah gear! Proceeds will ben-
efit the building fund. Orders must be received by Sunday, June 16, at 11:59 PM. Go to
messiahlc.com/shop to see what’s available and to place your order.
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YOU ARE MY DENSITY
“Loraine, you are my density.”
“What?”

“My destiny.”

“Ohhhh.”

An awkward George McFly stumbled through his attempt to invite Loraine to the
“Enchantment Under the Sea” dance. He’d planned his poetic words carefully and tried to
follow the script as he approached her in the diner. Maybe he was nervous. Maybe it was
the after-effect of the chocolate milk he just guzzled. Whatever it was, his words came out
jumbled and fell flat. If Loraine was his “destiny” it would have to be revealed in some
other way, on some other day.

| don’t use the word destiny very often. It’s a good word for movies and melodrama (like
in this classic scene from Back to the Future), but | can’t remember ever proclaiming that
something or someone is/was my destiny (or my density.) That’s a bold claim. Is there re-
ally a path laid out for me and only me that was determined before | was born? Have the
choices | make, the words | say, the people | meet, and the places | go been mapped out
(without my input or control) by God? By the universe? By some unknown cosmic force? |
have a hard time embracing that as true, except when it is.

| love the process of discovering simple ways to articulate deep and difficult things. In a
conversation with a friend about predestination/predetermination (the strange things
theology nerds talk about over coffee) a friend said to me, “I don’t think God predeter-
mines/predestines anything. Except, of course, the stuff that God does.” So simple. So
profound. That thought has stayed with me. Could it be that God HASN'T dictated my eve-
ry word, decision, step, and outcome? Could it be that my “destiny” is more the result of
layer upon layer of decisions and relationships? Could it be that, while God has been pre-
sent with, in, and through it all, God did NOT fully outline and determine everything about
my life before | was even a glimmer in my parent’s eyes? Except, of course, for that
which was predestined/predetermined. So, what is that stuff?

Maybe my destiny is as the writer of Ephesians described when they said, “God destined
us for adoption as God’s children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of
God’s will.” (Eph 1:5). Maybe it is true that God chose to adopt me (and everyone) into
God’s family as my destiny “just as God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world to be holy and blameless before God in love.” (Eph 1:4).
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Pr Brian, continued

Love is the family | am part of.
Love created me.

Love is who | am.

Love is my destiny!

But sometimes in my density, | forget my destiny. | need reminders. | forget the family
who welcomes me. Sometimes, as I’'m forging the path of my life, | forget who | am. | need
the walls | build around myself to crumble so my life can again become a “thin place”
where heaven meets earth. | long to become awake again to the presence of God and the
presence of my siblings in Christ who surround me in love.

God, help my destiny overcome my density today.

--Pastor Brian
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ONLINE WORSHIP HOSTS

We are looking for some friendly folks with excitement about welcoming and connecting
with people in our online worship space.

Online Worship Hosts will help facilitate a welcoming and interactive worship experience
for our online church community. The Host will engage with attendees via chat, moderate
comments, provide information, answer questions, and ensure that the online environ-
ment is respectful and inclusive.

Key responsibilities include:
e Greeting attendees as they join the worship service and gathering prayer requests.
e Encouraging engagement and participation through comments and questions
e Moderating the chat to maintain a positive and respectful environment
e Providing necessary information about the church and its activities
e Assisting with any technical issues attendees may have

Ideal candidates are excellent communicators, have a friendly personality, and are com-
fortable using digital platforms. Above all, we're looking for individuals passionate about
sharing God's love by connecting with people in a digital space. For more information con-
tact pastorbrian@messiahlc.com or scan the QR code below.
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MUSIC & WORSHIP

Worship in the Great Outdoors!

During the next three months, beginning on June 2, our 9:00 AM Sunday
service will take place in the Tony Hickman Memorial Chapel on the west

: lawn of the property. This beautiful chapel is the perfect place to worship
God in natural surroundings: songbirds are the choir, the trees lift their limbs in praise,
and in the whisper of the breeze we hear the voice of the Spirit speaking to our heart and
souls. What an inspiring setting to begin the week!

The services will be similar to our normal worship occasions but are a bit more
streamlined. We will have hymns, readings, a sermon (there are rumors that the pastors
will limit their preaching to five minutes, but don’t count on it!), and Holy Communion. A
small worship folder will include the texts for the hymns, creed, and Lord’s Prayer. As you
enter the chapel area, there will be a table with the worship folders and a basket to
receive your offerings. In case of inclement weather we will worship in the sanctuary.

Here are a few reminders that will make the worship experience more enjoyable:

We are asking you to bring your own lawn chairs, but if you forget, you won’t have to sit
on the ground—we have plenty of extra chairs!

You might want to use insect repellant. This is a natural home for bugs, and a few of them
like to nibble on their guests.

If you are sensitive to sunlight, dress appropriately or use sunscreen.
We hope to see you there!

Coming up . .. A special concert featuring the group Unspoken and J. J. Weeks will take
place at Messiah on Thursday, June 20, at 7:00 PM. If you are interested in attending,
please contact Cory Dold for ticket availability.

Finally, a great big “Thank you!” to the Sanctuary Choir for bringing beautiful music to our
services for the past nine months. May God bless each of them for their faithfulness in
sharing their musical and spiritual gifts with us. They will be taking a well-deserved rest
during these summer months.

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God!
For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,

Stan Engle
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GROWTH & LEARNING

Sunday School in June

Last month we finished up our Journey Sunday School hour for the season. Journey
Sunday School will not be meeting in person during the summer, but we will be back in
person in September after Labor Day! Woo-hoo!

CIA Kenosha Mission Trip

Please join us on Sunday, June 16, at both services, for a sending blessing for our CIA
(middle school) youth for our upcoming mission trip. We are fortunate enough to be able
to send 11 people from Messiah on a mission trip with our CIA (middle school) youth
group to Kenosha, Wisconsin. We will head out Sunday morning, June 23, and return
Friday afternoon, June 28. Please pray for us for safe travels and the strength and
confidence to go out and serve others and make a difference to others as well as others
making a difference to us. Attending are Amelia Omo, Lorelai Fast, Maleyah Fitzgerald,
Michelle Fitzgerald, Maryssa Schuller, Noah Ealing, Kasey Kissner, Jayden Riegsecker,
Christy Omo, Dave Beard, and Heidi Kissner.

Still Time to Register for VBS 2024 Start the Party!!

B Jesus gives us the most amazing reason to party. That's why we believe the

# Gospel of Jesus is the best news ever. Celebrate the good news of Jesus
£ joining us in this summer‘s VBS Start the Party! We'll learn about

- friendship, belonging, forgiveness, abundant life, and purpose through

worship, games, crafts, dancing and lots and lots of fun! Save the date for VBS this

summer for the week of June 3 from 6:00-8:00 PM!

PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. There is a registration fee of $10 per child. Registration
includes a VBS t-shirt and music CD, snacks, and all activities for the week. If the cost is
difficult for your family please email Heidi at heidi@messiahlc.com to
inquire about VBS scholarships for families. Register by May 17 to E !E
guarantee a t-shirt. You can register at Messiah’s Facebook page, at s
messiahlc.com, paper copy, online at https://forms.gle/
ytYAHWbNtGgmKcxV6, or you can use this QR Code:
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

You will register as a family, but make sure to include each child individually so we can
make sure that each child participating will have their own supplies and packet at
registration!

VBS Volunteers

If you’re going to be in 6™ Grade or older, Fall of 2024, we’d love to have you as a
volunteer for this summer’s VBS! There are many ways to volunteer — you can help with
registration, lead an activity or a group of children. If you and/or your student is
interested in helping, please contact Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com.

VBS Workdays
Saturday, June 1 — We'll meet in the Narthex, 9:00-11:00 AM. We'll have donuts!

Sunday, June 2 - We’ll meet in the Narthex after the 10:30 AM service to finish up
decorating and prepping activities for VBS. Light lunch will be served.

Adult Bible Studies

Our regular Bible study groups will be meeting as follows:
Tuesday Quest, 9:00 AM: Will continue meeting as the group determines.
Wednesday, 10:00 AM: The last meeting before summer break will be May 22.
Thursday, 10:00 AM: Will continue meeting as the group determines.
Thursday Good News Study Group, 6:30 PM: The last meeting will be May 30.
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Woman to Woman June 2024
I am thankful, loving Father,

1. for this beautiful day. Help me to use it to your glory. 20¢

2. for the music we sing in praise of our Lord. 25¢

3. for the healing spirit of Jesus in our lives. Please heal and comfort those in need. 25¢

4. for all the blessings you bestow on us. 10¢

5. for peace around the world today, Lord. Help us strive to achieve this. 20¢

6. that | know you and | pray for those who don’t. 5¢

7. for giving me such a wonderful family of faith in Christ. 25¢

8. for caregivers of disabled people. Grant them love and peace through Christ. 10¢

9. for opening my eyes to see you in the unexpected events this day. 10¢

10. for our ministry to our children. May we help them come to know Jesus’ love. 5¢

11. for our graduating seniors. Help them to continue to use their education and talents for the glory
of God. 25¢

12. for the sun which helps plants to grow to feed us. 5¢

13. for the stars that show your magnitude. 10¢

14. for the flag that flies today reminding us of the freedom and liberty we have to worship Christ

each day. $1.00

15. for the gift of prayer. May we use it and | pray | use it wisely. 10¢

16. for our fathers, both living and in memory, and our one true Father, God Almighty. $1.00

17. for the light of God’s glory, Jesus Christ, which gives us hope for the future. 10¢

18. for our many servants in our church who help make Messiah strong. 25¢

19. for my talents. Do | use them to glorify you? 10¢

20. for your command to us to love and pray for our enemies. May we follow that command. 10¢

21. for your strength and love in times of despair and fear, fill me with your peace. 10¢

22. that you start me out with a clean slate each day. Help me to remember that when relating to
others. 20¢

23. for your acceptance of us and the love you give. 5¢

24. that your words may continue to guide and inspire me. 10¢

25. for the men and women in our armed forces throughout the world. Grant them love and protec-
tion from harm. 25¢

26. for the beauty around me. Help me to see God’s creation. 5¢

27. for your holy book, the Bible. Help me to listen and hear the holy words. 10¢

28. for making us your witnesses to everyone whom we minister. 20¢

29. for challenging us to believe you can change everything, even when we don’t feel free. 25¢

30. for your constant presence in our times of trial. 50¢

Please bring or send donations on June 30.

Thank you to all who contribute to the Woman to Woman fund. Your gifts are much appreciated by those in
need.
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CARE & NURTURE

Prayer List

Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716.
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office.

Deaths:

For

For

14

Dody Crilly, May 4
David Myers, May 10
Carolyn Houser, May 22

members and friends of the congregation:
Kathy Garry Sharon

Dan George Karen

Erica Trudy Myrna

Julie Lois Jaclynn

Chris Stephanie Irene
Marquitta Jen Michelle
Kristine

the men and women of our Armed Services:

Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black)
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook)

Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)

Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie)
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker)

Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)

Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) —( K\'\\ %\X))
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) g )
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) A /\\j
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) (] Prayer \ N
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) RequeStS b,D

(GG\Q//
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH

Food Bank News

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items especially needed this month are canned fruit,
canned soup, crackers, tuna, pasta, mac & cheese, and feminine products. The Pantries
are always in need of canned vegetables, canned fruits, canned meats, peanut butter,
cereal, pancake mix, syrup, toothpaste, bar soap, feminine hygiene products, adult
incontinence supplies, and diapers.

Bags of Grace

Thank you to everyone who contributed socks and winter hats during our previous
campaign. For now we have plenty to distribute. We are now in need of pudding and fruit
cups (remember that these need to be individual packs and not require refrigeration) and
also toothpaste. We will be distributing again sometime in July. There is a collection bin in
the vestibule at the main entrance.

Sheets Still Needed!

Kathy Johnsonbaugh and the St. James Lutheran Church Stitchers have put out a plea:

We have turned in over 1,000 cancer pads in the last two years. Without Messiah, we
would be scrambling for sheets. We have been using the sheets from Messiah for two
months now! Thanks for all the donated sheets, and keep us in mind when you are
replacing your sheets or find a spectacularly good bargain!
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SAVE THE DATE!

UNSPOKEN and JJ Weeks in concert at
Messiah on June 20™ 2024, at 7 PM.
General admission tickets are on sale
now for ONLY $15.00 each; VIP tickets
are ONLY $30.00! See Cory or
www.messiahlc.com for more info.

16

June 2024

The Messenger



OPERATIONS

Online Giving

You may have noticed that the giving page at www.messiahlc.com looks slightly differ-
ent. Vanco has made some updates to the page layout, but don't worry, it is still a safe
and secure way to support the ministry happening here at Messiah Lutheran Church.

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VU077.
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family
and friends to enroll as well!

Thrivent Action Teams

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your
loved ones.
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OPERATIONS (cont)

Church Staff Email Addresses

Senior Pastor Tim Graham pastortim@messiahlc.com

Associate Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave @messiahlc.com

Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com

Office Administrator Karla Myers karla@messiahlc.com

Church Board Email Addresses

Steve Berlin steveber@hotmail.com

Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com

Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com

Mary Satre mesatre@comcast.net

Steve Van Wyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion,
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on...

MEAM - Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30)

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single,
young adults.

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to
emerging adults.

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life. We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster
hospitable and authentic conversations.

Families with Young Children

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young
children. Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and
future of our church.

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the
Preschool/Childcare ministry.

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.

Forever Young

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community.

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal
growth, fellowship, and service.
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o Messiah Lutheran Church
BV ® 7511 stellhorn Road
.‘ Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551

Place mailing label here

Ministers
The People of Messiah

Senior Pastor
Timothy Graham, M. Div.

Associate Pastor
Brian Spahr, M. Div.

Visitation Pastor
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S.

Pastor Emeritus
Carl H. Satre, D.D.

*

Sunday Services
9:00 AM

10:30 AM
in person and online



