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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.

2 June 2024 The Messenger



CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday, July 7: 7™ Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM — Outdoor Worship w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, July 14: g Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM — Outdoor Worship w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, July 21: gt Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM — Outdoor Worship w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, July 28: 10" Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 AM — Outdoor Worship w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, Aug 4: 11" Sunday after Pentecost
Back to School Blessings
9:00 AM — Outdoor Worship w/Communion
10:30 AM — Contemporary w/Communion

Sunday, Aug 11: 12" Sunday after Pentecost

Pr. Tim Sending Service
10:00 AM Worship w/Communion followed by meal in Satre Hall

The Messenger June 2024 3



Dear Messiah Lutheran Church,

It’s been two weeks, but the shock to my heart is still being felt since |
was surprisingly elected as Bishop of the Indiana Kentucky Synod, ELCA.
It is still surreal!

would happen.

In any case, | have wanted to say some things but | just didn’t know what to say and when
to say. So, thinking out loud here, | want to share some thoughts that | hope will bring
levity to the many emotions we are ALL feeling. To be clear, this isn’t my goodbye letter,
but maybe it will move us toward that.

First of all, let us give God thanks! Remember last month, | shared that prayer is a way of
life. And | have mentioned at other times that my prayers are always beginning with
thanking God.

Paul writes to the church in Thessalonica:

'®Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, ®give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

Rejoice always, and even now, we can be grateful to God! And this is the WILL of God in
Christ Jesus for us... to give thanks in all circumstances!

As | think about the different capacities in which | have served at Messiah over 17 years,
my heart is flooded with thanks to God. God has moved in and through us, guiding us to
restoration, new adventures, and deeper love. The love we share is one of a kind! And
you all have believed the invitation that God has called us to love everyone!

Everyone means anyone; and anyone means everyone! Most people have remarked,
long-time members and visiting guests, how welcomed they felt when at communion
time, we invite every person to come...member or not, nothing required but to trust
God’s love and forgiveness for all people in the gift of this sacrament. Isn’t that at least
one good description of God’s love...that God loves all and invites them no matter where
they come from and without requirement? God invites us simply to be loved and to
accept the love God offers us in Jesus Christ. That is what we proclaim and promote at
Messiah Lutheran Church.
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WE have done THAT together! Let us give thanks to God, Messiah Lutheran Church!

Secondly, as | reflect on the magnitude of this development, | am reminded that this is a
reflection of what God has done through us together.

Most don’t always remember, and some might not even know at all, but 2013 and 2014
were extremely difficult years for Messiah, especially financially. When | was appointed as
“Interim” Senior Pastor in October 2014, Messiah was nearly insolvent! It was a
frightening time.

On the one hand, many people have congratulated me and told me | deserve this call to
serve as Bishop. On the other, this election and call to serve as Bishop is a direct result of
your faithful ministry at Messiah Lutheran Church. Anything that people attribute to me at
Messiah could not have been done without the people, staff, and leaders of Messiah
Lutheran Church!

Messiah Lutheran Church is not Pastor Tim. It’s the people and the community of faith at
Messiah that has embraced its mission to help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that
works in real life!

You have reignited the energy and momentum at Messiah.

You tell people about the wonderful ministries at Messiah.

You invite and bring family, neighbors, and friends to join us at Messiah.
You support the ministries, mission, and the property of Messiah.

You support the youth and their mission trips and activities at Messiah.

You are proclaimers of God’s love at and through Messiah Lutheran Church.

You, the people of Messiah, are the ministers. You have cared for Messiah. You have done
the work to love people where they are at. You have grown in significant and faithful
ways. And because of your commitment to Christ, you have embraced me as a leader in
this community of faith.

Furthermore, it helps that we have such an AMAZING staff and leadership! | am only as
good as the people around me and I’'m afraid | haven’t given them enough credit
throughout the years. But | have been truly blessed by the leadership and commitment of
our staff. They serve you, but they believe they are serving Christ! They weather the
emotions, the needs, and even the complaints because they believe they are serving Jesus
Christ.
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Pr Tim, continued

Likewise, Messiah’s Board of Directors is a group faithfully committed leaders. They pray
together when they meet. They ask hard and meaningful questions for the best interest of
Messiah Lutheran Church. They govern and care for the congregation in fiduciary and
governance matters for the sake of the Messiah!

Anything | have accomplished at Messiah is a result of the people, the staff, and the
leaders who have exhibited faith, support, and love in Christ first, and then to me as well.
My achievements are your achievements. My call to Bishop is, in a very real sense, your
call, too. You, Messiah Lutheran Church, have helped to shape and mold me in ways that
the church felt compelled to call me for to this role Bishop. This call as Bishop is to me
personally, but it is a reflection of Messiah Lutheran Church. And, as Bishop, | will still be
your pastor, just in a different capacity.

The last thing | will say here is this is NOT the END! If we truly believe in giving God thanks
in all circumstances... if we truly believe that this call to Bishop is the work of fruitful and
dedicated congregation... then we must hopeful and optimistic in what God will do NEXT
at Messiah.

Very true, this call to Bishop is an ending of sorts. But endings are also the places for new
beginnings, even at churches. Isn’t this what we tell young people when they graduate
from high school or college? “It’s the end one chapter and the beginning a new chapter.”
That perspective can be applied to many of life’s stages. And most certainly it can be
applied to me as well as to Messiah Lutheran Church. This is NOT the end; rather, this is
an opportunity for a new beginning.

| have shared a number of times that change is usually not a bad thing. Most people don’t
mind change, or at least, realize the positivity that change can bring. However, people still
grieve what they will lose in the change EVEN IF the change is for the best.

| am grieving! | have forged so many wonderful relationships with the people and
community of faith at Messiah Lutheran Church. | have been a part of your lives in deeply
intimate ways. And you have been a part of mine. The love and support given my family in
the deaths we have encountered, in my health journey, and simply in loving my family
have been overwhelming. | will miss the daily and weekly interactions that | share with
you.

You are grieving, too. To be sure, grief encompasses a variety of emotions including anger,
sadness, guilt, fear, and shock, to name a few. Do not be surprised if you feel or sense
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these emotions. Furthermore, in the state of grief, it is suggested to avoid making big
decisions because of the amount of emotion that we experience. | hope that you all will
remain faithful to the community of faith at Messiah and not make sudden changes. Most
importantly, this is a time to check in on one another, to help one another, and to love
one another even more. Call your friends and check on them. Call the ones you don’t see
and check on them. This is not about Pr. Tim. It’s about the people of Messiah Lutheran
Church. And the new beginning BEGINS by caring for each other in this moment. You will
get through it, but you need each other.

Well, | think | have said a lot, and yet, in some ways, it barely scratches the surface of
things that could be said. | care for you all. | love you all. | will get through this transition.
And so will Messiah Lutheran Church! Together!

As my ministry time at Messiah comes to close, we will have opportunities to share our
joys and griefs. Tears will be shed. THAT’S OK! | usually don’t cry UNLESS | care! And tears
can be a sign of joy just as much as sorrow. Please be alert for more specific details
regarding my departure. Hopefully we will be able to share our joy and grief together,
grounded in the Love of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

May God’s Spirit continue to guide Messiah Lutheran Church as we look to help people
grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life, in our community and around the world.

In Christ’s love,

Pr. Tim Graham
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The air in the room was dense and hot. With every inhale, my lungs felt
slow and sticky. It felt more akin to drinking molasses than it did breath-
ing. The “Crown Ballroom” A/C conceded defeat as it fought to cool
100+ extra souls than planned for, sitting shoulder-to-shoulder around
circular banquet tables. | stood against the temporary wall in the back of
the room, sweat dampening my shirt. The Spirit’s wind moved through-
out the room, comforting most who gathered, lifting, and encouraging
others as applause erupted with the announcement of the election of
our new bishop. It was a holy moment, but | struggled to celebrate with the crowd. As |
swallowed another thick, syrupy breath, all | could think was, “Everything is about to
change... again.” No, | wasn’t elected. God, no! | would be a terrible Bishop; no one wants
that job less than me. | wasn’t even nominated. But my pastor, friend, and colleague was
nominated... and he won. Tim (PT), the Senior Pastor | work with, is now Bishop-Elect. His
tenure with our church will end later this summer. After a move to Indianapolis, he’ll start
his six-year term as bishop of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA). He will be an amazing bishop. | am thrilled for him and for the
wider church.

My phone pinged as soon as they announced the results. As sweat dripped onto the tem-
pered glass screen of my iPhone | read,

“Do you have to resign now?”
“Does this mean you will become the new senior pastor?”
“How do you feel?”
“No.”
“I don’t know.”
“I don’t know.”
| tapped out in reply.

| don’t know what will happen. It’s possible that | will become the senior pastor. But |
don’t really know how | feel yet. I’'m sad. I’'m still wrestling with how | feel about the inevi-
table change for our church and what it will mean to accompany them as they grieve the
departure of our beloved pastor.

Almost everyone from the church has been really supportive. | got a few “interesting”
comments on Sunday, but that’s to be expected. Change is hard, and I’'m still new. | don’t
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know everyone yet, and they don’t know me. Maybe that’s part of my sadness. | can do
the work whether my position changes or not. I've done it before, and we have an amaz-
ing staff. But all of a sudden, it feels a little more lonely.

So, right now I’'m just sitting with the “l don’t know” of it all. Hopefully, some things will
become clear soon. But, right now the unknown feels like holy ground.

—Pastor Brian
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MUSIC & WORSHIP

A Note of Gratitude

| cannot begin to express how deeply moved | was when you celebrated
my thirty years of service to the faith community at Messiah on June 2.
Your many cards, letters, gifts, and other expressions of support are
greatly appreciated.

Many of your expressions of appreciation spoke of how important music is to the life of
the church. Music speaks to the heart and soul in ways that no other art or skill can
approach, and it requires a team effort to make music as Messiah has done. Vocalists,
instrumentalists, and technicians have all given of their time and talents to create worthy
offerings of praise to God, and those of you who claim to possess no musical ability have
also been an important part of this endeavor. Your singing of hymns is a true expression
of faith, commitment, and community, and you have done an admirable job. Your
comments of appreciation throughout the years have been an encouragement to all of us
involved in the weekly task of making music, and | cannot thank you enough for all you
have done.

My dear friends, it has truly been an honor to serve as your minister of music for three
decades. Throughout these years Pam and | have formed many lasting and deep
friendships. We have all worshiped and worked together, rejoiced and laughed together,
wept and mourned together, and struggled together to grow a faith in Jesus Christ that
works in real life. In doing so we have become a family that loves and cares deeply for
one another. Thank you for giving us the opportunity of being a part of this fellowship.

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God!
For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,

Stan Engle
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GROWTH & LEARNING

Start the Party Vacation Bible School 2024 Recap

Thanks to all who helped, supported, participated, and prayed for our Start the Party
Vacation Bible School this year! We touched over 15 families and 50 children. We raised
money for the Dane Farlee Foundation for Riley’s Children’s Hospital and collected snack
pack donations for Ronald McDonald House Comfort Cart & Pantry for the RMH families.
We had a great week learning that Jesus is the most amazing reason to party as we
learned about friendship, belonging, forgiveness, abundant life, and purpose! We are
looking forward to another fun week of VBS in 2025!

ELCA National Youth Gathering 2024, New Orleans

Please join us on Sunday, July 14, at both services for a sending blessing for our high
school students (and their adult chaperones) and young adults attending the ELCA
National Youth Gathering in New Orleans. We are fortunate enough to be sending 11
youth, young adults, and adult leaders. We will head out Monday morning, July 15, and
return Saturday, July 20. Please pray for us for safe travels and strength and open hearts
as we venture to serve and worship with other ELCA youth and adults from around the
country. Attending are Kolton Conrad, Isabel Dickinson, Maleyah Fitzgerald, Michelle
Fitzgerald, Jaylan Hall, Kasey Kissner, Marin Spahr, Dave Beard, Michea Dickinson,
Michelle Spahr, and Heidi Kissner.
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Woman to Woman July 2024
I am thankful, loving Father,

1.

PNV R WN

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

12

for the gift of hope in troubling times. 20¢

for the beauty of summer and the glorious world around us. 5¢

for peace in the world today. 10¢

for our freedom as a nation and those who fight to preserve it. 25¢

for the strength you give me when | need it. 10¢

for the gift of contentment. 5¢

for the comfort and challenge of your word. 10¢

for the faithful ministry of Pastor Tim and Pastor Brian and all of our church staff. Bless them
always. 25¢

for creating me and all that exists. 10¢

for hearing us every time we talk to you. Help us to be more faithful in prayer. 25¢
for the powerful message and harmony of music to inspire us and bring us joy. 5¢
for the gift of my car that takes me where | want to go. 10¢

for the praises we sing to your holy name. 25¢

for the blessings you have bestowed on me; may | be eternally grateful. 10¢

for giving me the faith | need to do God’s will, through Christ. 5¢

for the washing machine which makes laundry so much easier. 10¢

for the stars and their endless light, reminding me of your endless love. 25¢

for your faithful presence in times of stress. 10¢

for the Bible and the power of God’s written word. 25¢

for creating within each person her own unique gift to share. 15¢

for the many gifts and joys of summer given to us through God’s bountiful blessings. 10¢
for the opportunity to share your love through Christ. 20¢

Lord, give me patience to understand what you need of me. 5¢

for the gift of prayer. Lead me to continue praying always. 15¢

for the gifts of community and fellowship. 10¢

for the gift of forgiveness. Is there someone | need to forgive? 5¢

for providing strength and courage in times of trial and suffering. 10¢

for our sick and shut-ins, may we minister to them in their times of need. 10¢

for the gift of humor to see in life’s many light moments. 10¢

Help me, Lord, to be a problem solver and not just a problem. 5¢

Help me to remember you answer prayers in your time, not mine. 20¢

Please remember to bring or send your offering to church on Sunday, July 28. Thank you!
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CARE & NURTURE

From the Parish Nurses...

Are you caring for someone? Have you cared for someone in the past? Most of us find
ourselves caring for someone at some point in our lives or even several times. We care for
our children, our spouse, a family member or friend with a long term illness, or aging par-
ents. We have the honor and challenge of caring for various individuals during our life-
time.

While we are happy to care for others, we have to absolutely make sure that we are car-
ing for ourselves in the process. If our cup is empty, there is nothing to pour out for oth-

ers. There is a very valid reason that we are given the instructions, when flying, to put the
oxygen mask over our own face before we place it over our child’s face.

We all carry a lot on our plates — jobs, parenting, maintaining our homes, having a social
life, and so much more. We can get physically and emotionally exhausted just trying to
keep up. We have to practice self care. Sure it is easy to say and hard to practice. We take
care of everyone and everything else before we do something for ourselves.

We need to familiarize ourselves with the signs of burnout so that we can head them off
at the pass. They can be different for everyone but may include loss of hope, feeling
numb, loss of pleasure over things we once enjoyed, and feeling distant. Listen to your
body and mind — they may be telling you to take a break. Taking care of your physical,
emotional, spiritual, and social health will help you to be a better care giver.

Do something just for YOU every week — listening to your favorite music, going for a run,
gardening, sewing, or building something. It is less about what you do and more about
taking the time to do it. The goal is to find something that you can do in the amount of
time that you have to bring you some peace and well being. Give yourself permission to
take a break.

Remember you do not have to be super human and it is OK to ask for help. It is not a sign
of weakness or failure. Please seek the support of someone you trust and someone who is
familiar with you who can check in with you on a regular basis and be honest with them
about your struggles and needs.

Your Messiah Parish Nurses
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CARE & NURTURE (cont)

Prayer List

Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716.
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office.

Marriages:

For

For

14

Logan D. Sparkman and Miranda J. Braun, June 22
James D. Schmidt and Rebecca A. Garcia, June 22

members and friends of the congregation:

Kathy Wall Garry Pook Sharon Clark
Kathryn Haut Irene Kite Dan Schmidt
George Wall Karen Springer Erica DelLeon
Trudy Neal Myrna Henn Julie Braun
Lois Merica Jaclynn Studebaker  Chris Waldron

Stephanie Welbaum

the men and women of our Armed Services:

Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black)
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook)

Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)

Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie)
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker)

Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)

Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) '\

Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) Y '\\\ %})

Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) K s ) )

Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) LS /\’

Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) (] Prayer \ N
Requests \} N

(GG\Q//
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH

Food Bank News

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items especially needed this month are canned
vegetables, canned beans, egg noodles, shampoo, body soap, deodorant, and
toothbrushes.

Bags of Grace

Everyone is welcome to join us between services in Satre Hall on July 14 as we assemble
Bags of Grace. We will then be distributing the bags at Freimann Square on July 28.
Questions? Contact Jan Johnson at justplainjan47 @gmail.com.

We are in need of toothpaste, proteins, cookies, and gum. Thanks to your generous
donations, we have plenty fruit and pudding. Please be sure and look at expiration dates
particularly on fruit, pudding cups, and PB/cheese crackers. Because we only distribute
every few months, we want to be sure the items are not past the suggested date.

Messiah Quilters

We meet on Thursdays, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM, in Satre Hall (the gym) and would love to have
you join us. There is no commitment — come when you can, even if it is just once in a
while.

Come and learn a new skill or hobby or rekindle an old passion of sewing or love of fabric
by helping us to make quilts for Lutheran World Relief. These quilts are sent all over the
world and are used as blankets and mats, to make room partitions, or block the elements
in windows. They are used to wrap a child as they are held in their mother’s arms or to
comfort the sick or hurting.

There are many jobs for sewers and non-sewers — all are very welcome. You may bring a
sewing machine and basic sewing supplies if you wish. We have tons of fabric! If you
would like more information, please contact jaynereff@gmail.com.
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH (cont)
Sheets Still Needed!

Kathy Johnsonbaugh and the St. James Lutheran Church Stitchers have turned in over
1,000 cancer pads in the last two years. Thanks for all the donated sheets (of all sizes; no
pillowcases, please). Keep us in mind when you are replacing your sheets or find a
spectacularly good bargain!

School Supplies

School will be starting soon, and supplies are being collected. Your help is greatly needed
and appreciated. Thank you for your generosity. Please contact Bill or Charnell Marker at
bcwmarker@aol.com with any questions. Needed supplies are:

backpacks #2 pencils 12" rulers

3 ring binders erasers scissors

wide ruled filler paper crayons hand sanitizer
wide ruled spiral notebooks white school glue disinfectant wipes
pencil boxes/pouches glue sticks tissues

Fly-In/Drive-In/Cruise-In Lunch

A Thrivent Action Team is supporting an Experimental Aviation Association Chapter 2
Fundraiser Lunch at Smith Field Airport, Saturday, July 13, 11:00 AM — 2:00 PM at Historic
Hangar 2, 426 W. Ludwig Rd. Fort Wayne. Lunch includes Sloppy Joe or Chicken Sandwich,
chips, dessert, and beverage for a donation to the EAA 2 Youth Scholarship Fund.
Airplanes and show cars will be on display. For more information, call Craig or Norene
Brown at 260-637-8622.
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OPERATIONS

Online Giving

You may have noticed that the giving page at www.messiahlc.com looks slightly differ-
ent. Vanco has made some updates to the page layout, but don't worry, it is still a safe
and secure way to support the ministry happening here at Messiah Lutheran Church.

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VU077.

Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family
and friends to enroll as well!

Thrivent Action Teams

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your
loved ones.
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OPERATIONS (cont)

Church Staff Email Addresses

Senior Pastor Tim Graham pastortim@messiahlc.com

Associate Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com

Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com

Office Administrator Karla Myers karla@messiahlc.com

Church Board Email Addresses

Steve Berlin steveber@hotmail.com

Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com

Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com

Mary Satre mesatre@comcast.net

Steve Van Wyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net
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Search for and circle all the bold words from Psalm 18:2,
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which reminds us where we find our strength.

The LORD is MY ROCK, my FORTRESS and my
DELIVERER; my GOD is my rock, in whom | TAKE
REFUGE. HE is my SHIELD and the HORN of my
SALVATION, my STRONGHOLD.
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement
Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion,
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on...

MEAM — Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30)

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single,
young adults.

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to
emerging adults.

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life. We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster
hospitable and authentic conversations.

Families with Young Children

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young
children. Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and
future of our church.

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the
Preschool/Childcare ministry.

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.

Forever Young

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community.

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal
growth, fellowship, and service.
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