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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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“The Bible says…” 

I love the Bible. I find it to be reliable and true. I love to study it and pro-
claim good news from it. 

But whenever someone begins a sentence with, “The Bible says…” my 
guard often goes up. 

You’ve probably heard people argue their views on different subjects by 
saying, “This is biblical! How can people come to any other conclusion?” Then, they will 
point to a particular verse in the Bible that backs up their belief, theology, and practice 
around it. 

In the theology biz, we call that “proof-texting.” 

Proof-texting isn't always healthy or helpful. Sometimes, people use isolated Bible verses 
to justify or rally against a particular behavior. And, if you want, you can make the Bible 
say just about anything. It happens more often than we might like to admit. The Bible has 
been used to justify things like slavery, war, violence, snake handling, and all kinds of oth-
er things. It’s in the Bible. It’s Biblical. But this practice also leaves us with a pretty limited 
picture of who God is and how God works. 

God is much bigger than one or two Bible verses can describe. 

What alternative do we have if we want to take the Bible seriously but avoid the trap of 
proof-texting? 

I’ve found it helpful to read the Bible through four primary lenses: 

● LOVE 

● GRACE 

● RELATIONSHIPS 

● PARTICIPATION 

There is a lot to say about each of these lenses, but here is a short description of each: 
 

LOVE: 

Love is the glue that holds all of this together. It is easy to lose our way when we neglect 
God’s perfect love for us and all of God’s creation as a foundation for our understanding 
of the Bible. God’s unending love for us demonstrates how God’s people are called to love 
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one another. Love is not just a feeling or sentiment; it is an action. Love is best under-
stood when it is on display. 
 

GRACE: 

Grace is the foundation of the relationship between God and God’s creation. It is God’s 
demonstration of unwavering love for and commitment to all of humanity. Grace assures 
us that God’s love for us isn’t determined by or dependent on us getting things right or 
anything we do. 
 

RELATIONSHIPS: 

God wants a relationship with humanity. That has always been true. You can see it in the 
creation story in Genesis through the end of the Bible in Revelation. God doesn’t view us 
as friends, acquaintances, business associates, employees, or teammates. God sees and 
treats us as FAMILY!  We are all included in God’s family, which challenges all people to 
live as siblings in Christ, despite our differences. 
 

PARTICIPATION: 

God does not invite us to busy ourselves trying to do things FOR God. God is ALREADY 
making all things new. The invitation to us as the family of God is to participate WITH God 
and one another in the activity OF God. 

LOVE. 

GRACE. 

RELATIONSHIPS. 

PARTICIPATION. 

We’ll talk much more about this in our life together. In the meantime, please check out 
the many opportunities we have to read and study the Bible together in community at 
Messiah! 
 

Peace Be With You, 

Pastor Brian 
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

A Noteworthy Celebration 

There is one item that is foremost in our minds at Messiah, and that is, of 
course, the farewell celebration for Pastor Tim. On August 11 we will 
have just one service at 10:00 a.m. It will be a blended service, with 
Messiah’s worship team leading parts of the service and the organ 
leading other parts. Afterwards there will be a lunch of coney dogs, chips, 

and cookies, followed by the program of thanksgiving for PT’s ministry at Messiah and 
best wishes for his work as bishop of the IK Synod. We will all want to be there to express 
our love for Tim and Meme as they move on to a new chapter in their life. 

And don’t forget . . . 

1. Outdoor worship will continue through the other Sundays of August, weather 
permitting. Bring your lawn chairs and worship God in the great outdoors! 

2.  Sanctuary Choir and Messiah Ringers will be starting rehearsals soon. Search your 
hearts and see if God is calling you to this venture. Email me at 
stan@messiahlc.com if you are interested or have any questions. 

 

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,   

Stan Engle 

mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
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Backpack Blessings  

Join us at either service and bring your backpacks and school bags for the upcoming 
school year! We’ll have backpack blessings on Sunday, August 4, at both the 9:00 and 
10:30 services during the Kids’ Talk. Help us get everyone started off for a great school 
year! 

 

ELCA Gathering Program 

Please join us on Sunday, September 8, at both services as we celebrate our students who 
went to New Orleans and hear their testimonies as part of the service. 

 

Confirmation Save the Date! 

Mark your calendars as we will be celebrating our 2024 Confirmands on Sunday, October 
6, at the 9:00 AM service. 

 

Messiah Youth Ministry 

Watch emails and Messenger for student ministry information. If you know a student who 
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let Heidi know, 
heidi@messiahlc.com. Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through 
emails also. 
 

EDGE 

EDGE is our youth group for students entering grades 5 and 6 in Fall of 2024. EDGE is 
still part of our Journey (children’s Sunday School program) and will have their own 
Bible study on Sundays, during the second service, at 10:30. We also will meet at the 
Youth House various Sundays after the 10:30 service beginning in September. Watch 
emails for schedules!  

EDGE will be joining CIA at Putt-Putt on Coliseum on Sunday, August 18, 3:00-5:00 PM. 

GROWTH & LEARNING 
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Cost is $10/person and includes a game of Putt-Putt and/or go carts/another game 
of Putt-Putt (whatever group decides!) and some tokens. Kids are responsible for 
snack money. 
 

CIA (Confirmands in Action) 

CIA is our youth group for middle school students entering grades 7 and 8 in Fall 2024. 
Watch emails for more information on Confirmation classes, which will start after 
Labor Day. We also will meet at the Youth House various Sundays after the 10:30 
service.   

CIA will be joining EDGE at Putt-Putt on Coliseum on Sunday, August 18, 3:00-5:00 PM. 
Cost is $10/person and includes a game of Putt-Putt and/or go carts/another game 
of Putt-Putt (whatever group decides!) and some tokens. Kids are responsible for 
snack money. 
 

PULSE 

PULSE is our youth group for high school students entering grades 9-12 in Fall of 2024. 
We meet on Sundays at the Youth House, beginning after Labor Day.    

PULSE will meet for a pool party at Dave and Jaci Beard’s house on Sunday, August 25, 
from 12:30-2:30 PM. We’ll provide the chips, drinks, and dogs; any sides and deserts 
are appreciated! 

 

College Care Ministry 

The College Care Ministry is our ministry at Messiah for students going off to college. 
Adults and families at Messiah “adopt” a student and help maintain correspondence, 
encouragement, support and relationships during the year.  

If you have a student that will be entering college in the fall, or is going back to school, 
and you would like to have them involved please forward their name and any contact 
information available to Dave Beard, dbeard2216@gmail.com or Heidi Kissner, 
heidi@messiahlc.com. 
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Journey (Sunday School) 

Messiah’s Journey program (Sunday School) will start back up Sunday, September 15!  
Journey is for kids ages 3 through 6th grade. We meet during the 10:30 worship hour. 

 

Journey Teachers 

Please watch your emails for Fall calendar dates, meeting information, and curriculum 
information!  Journey (Sunday School) will begin on Sunday, September 15! 

 

 

Adult Bible Study 

The Good News Study Group will resume on Thursday, September 5, at 6:30 PM. Pastor 
Dave will lead our study of the book “Outlaw Christian” by Dr. Jacqueline Bussie. 

About This Book 

Winner of the 2017 Illumination Award 

Jacqueline Bussie knows that too many Christians live according to unspoken "laws" 
that govern the Christian life: #1: Never get angry at God; #2: Never doubt; #3: Never 
question; #4: Never tell your real story; #5: Always speak in clichés about evil and 
suffering; and #6: Always believe hope comes easy for those who truly love God. 

Living according to these rules is killing real Christian life; “Outlaw Christian” proposes 
a rebellious, life-giving, authentic alternative. Through captivating stories and with 
disarming honesty, Bussie gives concrete, practical strategies to help readers cultivate 
hope, seek joy, practice accompaniment, compost their pain, and rediscover the 
spiritual practice of lament. Tackling difficult questions without political divisiveness, 
Bussie speaks to both progressive and conservative Christians in ways that unite 
rather than divide. And in doing so, she provides a new way to handle the most 
difficult and troubling questions of life in a broken world that God will never abandon. 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 



 

The Messenger        August 2024            9 

Messiah Metro! — Childcare and Preschool News 

August — it is awesome to see you! We have spent the past two months having some 
summer fun here at Messiah! Welcome back to friends that took the summer off! We also 
want to extend a warm welcome to friends that are joining us for the first time! We hope 
that you find our childcare a fun and warm learning environment! We have some fun and 
exciting things to learn thIS academic session. Please be sure to click on the Learning tab 
in your Brightwheel app. There you will find the weekly lesson plan for your child's room. 
If you haven't already, please be sure to bring in your school supplies to your child(ren)'s 
classroom. Also, be sure to pack some extra clothing items in for your child(ren).  
 

Teacher Feature! 

Our teacher feature this month is Mrs. Anne! Mrs. Anne has been with Messiah for about 
a year. Wow does time fly! Mrs. Anne has spent quite a bit of time with our 3's classroom 
in the beginning. Now, Mrs. Anne enjoys floating and helping wherever she can. Mrs. 
Anne loves spending time with her family whenever she is free. If you see Mrs. Anne in 
the hallways, be sure to wave hello! :) 
 

Upcoming Dates! 

August 1st: Open House 6:00p.m.-7:00p.m.  Please be sure to park in the big parking lot 
(church side) and enter through door 1. Please bring school supplies this day.  

August 5th: First Day of the Academic Session  
 

Riddle Corner! 

Q: What is the smartest bug?       A: A Spelling Bee! 
 

Bible Verse of the Month 

"Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, 
in love, in faith, in purity." -1 Timothy 4:12,  NRSV 

 

 



10           August 2024       The Messenger 

 

Woman to Woman       August 2024 
I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. for building us up to serve you and our world through Jesus’ name. 25¢ 
2. for never ceasing to call us to draw closer to you. 10¢ 
3. for patience and wisdom to love all your children. 5¢ 
4. for the rain that falls and nurtures our land. 10¢ 
5. for satisfying my deepest hunger. 20¢ 
6. for your presence and your blessings in our lives. 5¢ 
7. for being gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 10¢ 
8. for hearing prayers anywhere we utter them. 5¢ 
9. for your Son who taught what being a servant means. 20¢ 
10. for our children as they begin another school year. May we nurture them in their search for 

knowledge and help them turn to God for love and guidance. 25¢ 
11. for this Sunday of celebration in Pastor Tim’s honor as we thank him for his service to     

Messiah and pray for his new role as Bishop of Indiana-Kentucky Synod. God bless him and 
Meme always. $1.00 

12. for the stories of faithful people throughout the Bible. 10¢ 
13. for your constant presence and steadfastness in our lives. 25¢ 
14. for being part of the Body of Christ which plants seeds of faith. 15¢ 
15. for forgiveness and restoration. 20¢ 
16. for loving the unlovable. 5¢ 
17. for the salvation that you grant us believers. 15¢ 
18. for teaching us how to pray and for answering our prayers. 10¢ 
19. for granting us faith to turn to you in times of despair. 20¢ 
20. for calling us back to faith when we go astray. 10¢ 
21. for the hymns of praise written in the Psalms. 20¢ 
22. for calling me to be your Disciple. 10¢ 
23. for Pastor Brian and our church staff who help us in our faith journey of Christ. 25¢ 
24. for using me to build up Your Church. 15¢ 
25. for inspiring me when I read your word. 10¢ 
26. for all those who are sick in mind or body and need your love and healing power. 25¢ 
27. for giving us our abundances in life; may we offer thanks always. 10¢ 
28. for providing strength and courage in times of trial. 5¢ 
29. for helping me to trust in You more fully each day. 15¢ 
30. for helping us find you in the goodness and graces of this life. 25¢ 
31. for showing me your holiness amidst the world’s brokenness. 10¢ 

 

Bring or send offering to church on last Sunday of month—August 25 
 

Thank you to all for your contributions to the Woman to Woman fund. 
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CARE & NURTURE 

From the Parish Nurses… 

We are hearing all the back to school commercials on TV, but there is a lot of summer and 
warm weather left. As we move into the hot days of August and continue to be outside having 
fun or working in a hot environment, here are some considerations to keep you safe. 

Heat stress and hot environments can cause illnesses such as heat cramps, heat exhaustion, 
and heat strokes. According to the CDC, an average of 702 deaths occur every year and 67,512 
visits to the Emergency Room annually due to heat related issues. 

Heat Cramps are painful, brief muscle cramps which can begin even hours after being in the 
heat. 

Heat Exhaustion consists of two types: Water Depletion (signs include weakness, headache, 
and loss of consciousness) and Salt Depletion (signs include nausea, abdominal cramps, and 
dizziness). 

Heat Stroke is the most serious of heat related illnesses and can kill or damage the brain and 
other internal organs. Heat stroke results from prolonged exposure to high temperatures 
combined with dehydration which leads to the body to being unable to control its tempera-
ture. Signs of heat stroke may include: 

Fainting (may be the first sign) and dizziness  

Lack of sweating and red, hot, and dry skin 

Rapid heartbeat or breathing 

Confusion and vomiting 

Take the individual to a shaded or cooler place if possible and apply cool water to their body 
or place in a shower or tub of cool water. Place ice packs in armpits and groin, if available, to 
get the body’s core temperature down. 

Anyone displaying symptoms of heat related illness must get proper medical attention before 
symptoms turn into a heat stroke. Delaying calling 911 can result in irreversible injuries or 
death. 

Of course, prevention is always best. Drink plenty of water before you are thirsty and try to 
take breaks from your activity in cooler or shaded places. Keep an eye on others in your group 
and monitor them for signs of heat illnesses, and have a plan to get proper treatment if neces-
sary. 

So get out there and enjoy summer — just be smart about it. It will be over before we know 
it! 



12           August 2024       The Messenger 

 

Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer 
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 
Death: 

Pastor Carl Satre, July 3 
 
For members and friends of the congregation: 

Shirley Craven    Kathy Wall     Garry Pook 
Kathryn Haut    Irene Kite     Dan Schmidt 
George Wall    Karen Springer   Erica DeLeon 
Trudy Neal     Myrna Henn    Julie Braun 
Lois Merica    Jaclynn Studebaker  Chris Waldron 
Stephanie Welbaum 
 

For the men and women of our Armed Services:  
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black) 
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook) 
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie) 
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) 
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) 
 

CARE & NURTURE (cont) 
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Meet Our Visitation Pastor 

Dear Family at Messiah, 

Allow me to thank you again for your overwhelming response to my engagement to Karla. 
We are both very happy and look forward to our wedding in October. 

Since Pr. Tim asked me to accept the position of "Visitation Pastor" I feel you need to 
know a bit more about me. I have four grown sons and six grandchildren. I received a B.A. 
in elementary education in 1976. Following graduation I taught in Chicago and Detroit.    
In 1981 I began studying for the pastoral ministry at Trinity Lutheran Seminary. Since my 
seminary graduation (Master of Divinity), I have served congregations in Michigan, Ohio, 
and Indiana. I have also served as chaplain at Parkview and Dupont Hospitals. After mov-
ing to Ft. Wayne, I completed a degree in Mental Health Counseling at St. Francis Universi-
ty (Master of Science degree). 

I continue to believe that Messiah Lutheran Church has endless possibilities and talents. 
As we move ahead, please don't hesitate to contact me if I can be of service. 

Pastor David Williamson 
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Food Bank News 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,  
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items especially needed this month are peanut butter, 
jelly, rice, oatmeal, toothpaste, toilet paper, laundry soap, and dish soap. 

 

Messiah Quilters 

We meet on Thursdays, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM, in Satre Hall (the gym) and would love to have 
you join us. There is no commitment – come when you can, even if it is just once in a 
while. 

Come and learn a new skill or hobby or rekindle an old passion of sewing or love of fabric 
by helping us to make quilts for Lutheran World Relief. These quilts are sent all over the 
world and are used as blankets and mats, to make room partitions, or block the elements 
in windows. They are used to wrap a child as they are held in their mother’s arms or to 
comfort the sick or hurting. 

There are many jobs for sewers and non-sewers – all are very welcome. You may bring a 
sewing machine and basic sewing supplies if you wish. We have tons of fabric! If you 
would like more information, please contact jaynereff@gmail.com. 

 

Sheets Still Needed! 

Kathy Johnsonbaugh and the St. James Lutheran Church Stitchers have turned in over 
1,000 cancer pads in the last two years. We are thankful to receive your donated sheets of 
all sizes (no pillowcases, please). Keep us in mind when you are replacing your sheets or 
find a spectacularly good bargain! 

 

 

 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 
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School Supplies 

School will be starting soon, and supplies are still being collected. Your help is greatly 
needed and appreciated. Thank you for your generosity. Please contact Bill or Charnell 
Marker at bcwmarker@aol.com with any questions. Needed supplies are:  

backpacks       #2 pencils    12” rulers 

3 ring binders      erasers     scissors 

wide ruled filler paper    crayons    hand sanitizer 

wide ruled spiral notebooks  white school glue  disinfectant wipes 

pencil boxes/pouches    glue sticks    tissues 

 

 

mailto:bcwmarker@aol.com
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OPERATIONS 

Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year.  Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects.  If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer.  If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.   

 

Have you considered planned giving?   

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a gift now 
or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your loved ones. 

 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 
Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 
Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com 
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers karla@messiahlc.com 

 

Church Board Email Addresses 
Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com   Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 
Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com    Mary Satre mesatre@comcast.net 
Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com  Steve Van Wyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 

mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
mailto:cory@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:denise@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
mailto:%22Steven%20Berlin%22%20%3Csteveber%40hotmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Cynthia%20Riebersal%22%20%3Ccariebersal%40gmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Beth%20Crilly%22%20%3Cbac1011%40msn.com%3E
mailto:%22Mary%20Satre%22%20%3Cmesatre%40comcast.net%3E
mailto:srmusolf@gmail.com
mailto:%22Steve%20Van%20Wyngarden%22%20%3Cstevevanw%40comcast.net%3E
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div. 
 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S. 

 

 
 

* 
 

Sunday Services 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
in person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


