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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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Dear Messiah Lutheran Church, 

Well, this is my final Messenger article. In some ways, it is a relief be-
cause I have usually been the staff person to turn my article in the latest 
and Karla has always politely reminded me to get it done   . But most 
certainly, it’s one more reminder that my pastoral ministry at Messiah 
has come to an end. 

The most fitting way to say a final good-bye is by saying Thank You! The 
sending service and luncheon were EVERYTHING! 

• The worship was fantastic! The music was festive and celebratory. The commun-
ion, along with blessings and hugs, was touching. I even thought that the preacher 
did well! While I realize some tears were shed, it truly seemed to be a joyous cele-
bration for our ministry shared together! 

• Thank you for the Red Chasuble (pronounced cha’-suh-bl)! Chasubles are liturgical 
vestments worn by pastors to celebrate Holy Communion. It has several symbolic 
meanings including 1) symbolizing the yoke of Christ and 2) representing the 
seamless garment that Christ wore at his crucifixion. Consequently, I will get to 
wear this gift for my installation on October 12! Thank you for your thoughtful and 
generous kindness. 

• Thank you for the Coney Dogs and cookies…they were PERFECT! Everything a 
growing “young” man like me needs (or not). Thanks to Joyce Black and her team 
of helpers for arranging all the details of this luncheon. Thank you to Garry Pook 
for providing the healthy cookies. And thank you to Denise Gibbons for making 
certain the entire facility was prepared. 

• Thank you for the warm words from Mary Satre, Cindy Riebersal, and EVEN Dave 
Beard. The blessing from Pr. Brian, along with everyone gathering around me with 
hands on shoulders, was extremely touching…literally and figuratively! The picture 
was worth a thousand words. 

I would be remiss if I failed to convey Meme’s appreciation and gratitude for the love and 
support that has been expressed to her in so many ways and from so many people. She 
realizes that she was the reason that Messiah took to me so kindly! Kidding aside, Messi-
ah won her heart, and she is deeply thankful for the community of love and faith that has 
strengthened and sustained her over the years. 
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Finally, and most importantly, we give God thanks for God’s love displayed for the world 
through God’s Son, Jesus. As a result of that same love, we have been transformed, unit-
ed, and called to love each other, our neighbor, and the entire creation God has so gener-
ously lavished upon us. It has been an amazing journey, and my heart is filled by the love 
that we have shared with each other. Please know, I love you all very much. 

Again, I thank God for you, and I thank you for loving me as I am. May God’s richest bless-
ing keep and strengthen you now and always into this new journey. God’s peace be with 
you Messiah, each and every one of you! 
 

In Christ’s love, 

Pr. Tim ‘PT’ Graham   

Thank You from the Satre Family 

My family and I would like to thank you for your condolences and sympathy after my fa-
ther’s death. We appreciated the stories and memories you shared with us and the warm 
words of comfort. We are thankful so many of you were able to attend the visitation and/
or the funeral. 

We appreciate everyone who helped make the visitation and service special and meaning-
ful. Thank you to all who helped plan, prepare, serve, and clean up after the funeral and 
the luncheon. 

The flowers were beautiful, the wooden crosses were special, and we were blessed to re-
ceive so many memorial gifts for the church. 

Thank you, Messiah family, for the celebration of life for Carl Satre and the beautiful life 
he lived. 
 

With gratitude, 

Mary, Joyce, and Caroline 
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At Messiah, our primary commitment is “To help people grow a faith in 
Jesus Christ that works in real life.” 
Over the next several months, I want to explore some ideas that will 
help, “in real life,” starting with how we read the Bible.  

I’ve found it helpful to read the Bible through four primary lenses: 

LOVE 
GRACE 
RELATIONSHIPS 
PARTICIPATION 

So, let’s start with love. 

LOVE 

Love is the glue that holds all of this together. It is easy to lose our way when we neglect 
God’s perfect love for us and all of God’s creation as a foundation for our understanding 
of the Bible. God’s unending love for us demonstrates how God’s people are called to love 
one another. 

Love is not just a feeling or sentiment; it is an action. Love is best understood when it is on 
display. 

When we read the Bible, it is tempting to dissect its texts, analyze its doctrines, and apply 
its teachings without fully grasping the underlying force that unifies it all: God’s love. 
Without this foundational understanding, our interpretations can become rigid, legalistic, 
or even distorted. God’s love is the central theme that threads together the diverse books, 
stories, and teachings in Scripture, giving them coherence and relevance to our lives. 

God’s Love as the Basis for Biblical Interpretation 

Understanding God’s love as the foundation for interpreting the Bible shifts our focus 
from mere compliance with rules to a deeper relational engagement with God and others. 
The Bible is not merely a rulebook but a love letter from God to humanity, revealing God’s 
character and desire for a relationship with us. When we read Scripture with this perspec-
tive, it transforms our approach. The commandments, stories, and teachings are all ex-
pressions of God’s love, intended to guide us into a life of love, both towards God and to-
wards others. 

For instance, the Ten Commandments, often seen as strict laws, are better understood as 
loving boundaries set by a caring parent. God gave them to protect us and teach us how 
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to live in a way that honors God and respects others, not to restrict or confine us. Jesus 
summed up the law and the prophets in two commandments: to love God with all our 
heart, soul, and mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:37-40). The 
heart of God’s law is love, and any interpretation that lacks this focus misses the mark. 

Jesus: The Embodiment of God’s Love 

The ultimate revelation of God’s love is Jesus. His life, death, and resurrection are the 
most explicit demonstration of how much God loves us. Jesus did not merely teach about 
love; He embodied it in every action and word. He reached out to the marginalized, 
healed the sick, forgave sinners, and sacrificed Himself for the salvation of the world. 
Through Jesus, we see God’s love is not passive or distant. Love is active, self-giving, and 
sacrificial. 

Reading the Bible with Jesus at the center, we understand every page points to God’s re-
demptive love. The Old Testament, with its narratives, laws, and prophecies, all lead to 
the coming of Christ, fulfilling God’s promise to redeem humanity. The New Testament 
continues to reveal the depth of God’s love as it tells of the beginning of the Church and 
the spread of the Gospel. It also guides how we, as followers of Christ, are to live out that 
love in our daily lives. 

Love as the Fulfillment of Scripture 

Paul repeatedly emphasizes in his letters that love is the fulfillment of the law. In Romans 
13:10, he writes, “Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore, love is the fulfillment of 
the law.” This encapsulates the idea that God’s commandments are designed to lead us 
into a life of love. When we love others, we fulfill God’s law in its truest sense. 

Paul’s famous passage in 1 Corinthians 13, often called the “love chapter,” provides a pro-
found insight into love. He describes love as patient, kind, and enduring, reflecting God’s 
character. Without love, all spiritual gifts, knowledge, and actions are meaningless. This 
underscores that love is not just one aspect of our faith; it is the core! 

Conclusion 

God’s love is the primary lens through which we read and understand the Bible. Love is 
the foundation for understanding God’s nature, actions throughout history, and desires 
for how we live. When we ground our understanding of Scripture in God’s love, we find 
the Bible is not a distant or harsh text but a living and vibrant expression of God’s care for 
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

us. This love compels us to love others, fulfilling the law and living out the Gospel daily. 
And isn’t that the point? Through this lens, the Bible becomes a powerful tool for trans-
formation, personally and within our communities, as we seek to live out the love God has 
so generously shown us. 
 

Peace Be With You, 

Pastor Brian 

Worship in the great INdoors! 

 August has come and gone, schools have started again, and that means 
that our summer outdoor services have ended. Until next summer we will 
worship in our beautiful indoor sanctuary. No need to bring lawn chairs—
just bring a friend! Looking forward to seeing you each Sunday! 
 

 Check out these opportunities to serve: 

 Sanctuary Choir and Messiah Ringers are starting up again. If you are interested in 
either of these groups, email me at stan@messiahlc.com.  No experience is required, 
and the musicians in these ensembles are really fun to be with. Come and try it—
God may have an exciting time planned for you! 

 If you have any others musical talents you would like to share, such as playing an in-
strument or singing a solo, let me know, and we will find a place for you. 

 If you would like to assist in leading, preparing, or assisting in any way with worship, 
contact me or call the church office. Everyone has a special gift; let us help you find 
yours. 

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,   

Stan Engle 
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Your prayers and presence are requested on 

Saturday, October 12, 2024, at 2:00 pm 

Holy Eucharist 
with the 

Rite of Installation 
of the fourth bishop of the Indiana Kentucky Synod 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

The Reverend Timothy Mark Graham 

Christ the Savior Lutheran Church 
10500 126th Street, Fishers, Indiana 

A reception will follow the service. 

ELCA pastors and deacons and clergy of other traditions are invited to vest 
and should arrive at 1:00 pm. 

The color of the day is red. 

RSVP by September 15 to wendy@thepianos.com 

The service will be livestreamed at 
https://christthesavior.org/watch-live 

mailto:wendy@thepianos.com
https://christthesavior.org/watch-live
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Hello Messiah Lutheran People of God, 

By way of introduction, my name is Eric Black, and I have the 
sincere pleasure to be working as the deacon here at Messiah 
Lutheran Church. I have been here since July 16, 2024. My 
ordination date will be Saturday, October 26, 2024, 2:00 PM. 
The service will take place here at Messiah. My wife Joyce 

and I joined Messiah in July of 2020 during an outdoor service. We have found Messiah to 
be the place we need to be for our spirituality, worship, and opportunities for service.  

 Some of you may ask, what does a deacon do? The easy answer is whatever is need-
ed, but my focus goes in four directions: 

 To walk with our excellent volunteers as they live out their faith in their contribu-
tions to the church, both local and the larger church. My goal is to be the person that 
they can come to for assistance to achieve their goals.  

 Coordinate biblical education for our four Bible studies.  

 Preaching one Sunday a month. 

 Walking with those involved in our outreach efforts.  

 Additionally, I plug in where I’m needed for Sunday mornings so you might see me in 
a couple of different places!  

 From a personal standpoint, the things that excite me are discussions on systematic 
theology. It’s not about proving someone right or wrong, it’s about the forming of com-
munity whenever people get together to discuss the will of God. I love facilitating Bible 
studies as well. I welcome diverse opinions and the opportunity to discuss them in a com-
munal setting. I do love the community that Bible studies encourage.  

 I look forward to getting to know and work with this wonderful body of Christ as to-
gether we discern God’s will for our lives. I can be contacted at eric@messiahlc.com. My 
phone number is 485-8716, ext. 101. I can be reached by text as well at 260-797-3037. 
God’s peace and blessing to you all! 

Peace, 

Eric Black 

Deacon, Messiah Lutheran Church 

mailto:eric@messiahlc.com
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Student Ministries Muffin Sunday 

Muffins in the Narthex, Sunday, September 8!!  Just for you...just to say thanks! Messiah’s Student 
Ministries would like to thank everyone because WE’D BE ‘MUFFIN’ WITHOUT YOU!! Because of 
the EXTREMELY generous support through donations, prayer, and just being there, Messiah was 
able to send 10 folks on a middle school mission trip to Kenosha, Wisconsin, and 11 folks to 
experience the ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans! There is no way we would have been able 
to have these experiences with the youth without your support! 

 

ELCA Youth Gathering 2024 Presentations 

Please join us on Sunday, September 8, as we celebrate our students who participated in the ELCA 
Youth Gathering this summer as we hear some of their testimonies of their time in New Orleans! 

 

Sunday School 2024-2025 

As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School for 3-year-olds through 6th grade. 
(EDGE, our 5th and 6th grade youth group, is also part of Sunday School).  

Our Sunday School begins on Sunday, September 15, during the 10:30 service. We are shaking 
things up this year on how Sunday School will look. Families will begin by starting the church 
service together – so take your kids with you into church! We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk 
and release them to their respective classrooms afterwards. 

Our classes are: Ages 3 – Prekindergarten, Room 6; Grades K – 3rd grade, Room 5; Grades 4 – 6, 
Room 8. These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Childcare side. 

Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another cool story with some fun 
activities! 

On September 15 children ages 3, Kindergarten, and 3rd grade will receive new Bibles as well. 

Please register your child at the following link. (there will be paper registration forms available as 
well):  https://forms.gle/9yXhmSDwpYUxdDn98. 

If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School, please contact Heidi, 
heidi@messiahlc.com 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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Messiah Student Ministries 

Our goal in our student ministries is to help our youth grow a solid faith foundation through 
opportunities to grow a lasting faith together that they can depend on throughout the struggles of 
life’s transitions by providing a dependable ‘youth network’ of relations though activities both 
intergenerationally and independently. 

Messiah offers three different youth groups as part of our student ministries. Email 
communications go out to each youth group family and student with calendar dates, reminders, 
and other information. Please let Heidi know, heidi@messiahlc.com, if you would like on the email 
list (if you aren’t already), or know of someone who would like to be. 

Please register your student at the following link (there will be paper registration forms available 
as well): https://forms.gle/KNpouJtYquHUuFUK7 

 

EDGE 

EDGE is our youth group for those students currently in grades 5 and 6. Why EDGE? Because 
these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE is still part of our 
Journey (children’s Sunday School program) and has its own Bible study on Sundays during the 
second service (10:30 AM) in room #8 (west hallway of childcare).  

Saturday, September 14 – Young Eagles @ Smith Field, 9:00 AM 

Sunday, September 15 – 10:30 AM Bible Study 

Sunday, September 15 – 12:00-2:00 PM, Youth House: Student Ministries Cookout 

Sunday, September 22 – 10:30 AM Bible Study 

Sunday, September 29 – 10:30 AM Bible Study 

CIA 

CIA is our youth group for those students currently in grades 7 and 8.  CIA stands for 

Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when the kids go through 

classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year.  

Confirmation Class is for those 7th and 8th grade students who are planning to go through 
Confirmation. Confirmation generally occurs the fall of the students’ Freshman year. 
Confirmation classes are time we review the ELCA Lutheran Catechism, what it means to be 
Lutheran, and how to live a life with Jesus. Confirmation is a time when the students, along 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
https://forms.gle/KNpouJtYquHUuFUK7
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with parents, family, and sponsors, reaffirm their baptism and take responsibility for their 
faith. 

Saturday, September 14 – Young Eagles @ Smith Field, 9:00 AM 

Sunday, September 15 – 12:00-2:00 PM, Youth House: Student Ministries Cookout 

Sunday, September 22 – 12:00-3:00 PM Confirmation Class, Youth House 

 

PULSE 

PULSE is our high school youth group for those entering grades 9-12. PULSE will be on planned 
Sundays at the Youth House from 12:00-2:00 PM for lunch, fellowship, and discussion. 

Sunday, September 8 – Putt-Putt, 12:00-2:30 PM (lunch at Youth House then head to Putt-
Putt. Pick up students at 2:30 PM at Putt-Putt) 

Saturday, September 14 – Young Eagles @ Smith Field, 9:00 AM 

Sunday, September 15 – 12:00-2:00 PM, Youth House: Student Ministries Cookout 

Sunday, September 29 – 12:00-2:00 PM, Youth House 

 

Messiah Student Ministries Are Flying Saturday, September 14!! 

EDGE, CIA, and PULSE students are invited to join us to fly with the Young Eagles on Saturday, 
September 14, 9:00 AM at Smith Field Airport (426 Ludwig Rd), Hanger 2. We’ll meet in the 
parking lot at 9:00 AM and get in line together for our turn to fly the skies of Fort Wayne! 

What is Young Eagles? It’s a program to offer flights free of charge to give interested young people 
an opportunity to go flying in a general aviation aircraft. You can get more information and 
register at youngeaglesday.org/?10093 

**Legal parent or guardian must sign a registration form for each child before that child will be 
allowed to fly** 

 

Bible Sunday, September 15 

Parents of 3-year-olds, Pre-Kindergartners, Kindergarteners, and 3rd graders, 

We are honored to have the privilege to partner with you in the spiritual nurturing and growth 
of your child on Sunday September 15 at both the 9:00 and 10:30 services, we will be 
presenting your child with a Bible. The presentation will be during the Kids Talk. At the 10:30 
service the children (ages 3 through 6th grade) will be dismissed to attend their respective 
Sunday School classes. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Heidi at 627-
0728, or heidi@messiahlc.com. 
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

Student Ministries Cook-out, Sunday, September 15 

Students in EDGE, CIA, and PULSE – join us on Sunday, September 15, for our kick-off cookout 
from 12:00-2:00 PM! We’ll have some lunch, talk about the upcoming year and some changes, 
and have some fun together! We’ll provide burgers, dogs, condiments; please consider bringing 
chips, sides, or desserts. Thank you! 

 

Children/Youth/Preschool/Childcare Installation Blessing, September 15 

We will have a special installation blessing at the 10:30 AM service on Sunday, September 15, for 
all the Journey, EDGE, CIA, PULSE, and Preschool/Childcare teachers. Please contact Heidi if you 
would like to volunteer in any capacity with our children’s or student ministries. 

 
 

Confirmation Classes 

Confirmation classes will begin for students in CIA on Sunday, September 22, from 12:00-3:00 PM. 
Lunch will be provided. We will then launch in our first lesson, The Ten Commandments! Don’t 
forget your Bible and your ‘Here We Stand’ Student Book. 

 

Confirmation 2024 

Mark your calendars! Please join us on Sunday, October 6, at the 9:00 AM service, as we celebrate 
our 2024 Confirmands! 

 

Noisy Offering & Donut Sunday 

These monies will be used to help send our students to Confirmation Camp and Mission Trips next 
summer! Thank you! 

• Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, September 8, at both services.  

• Donut Sunday will be on Sunday, September 22, at both services in the Narthex. 

 

Children and Student Ministry Leaders 

We have been blessed once again to have folks who have answered the call to be Sunday School 
and Edge, CIA, and PULSE leaders. Following are our leaders for your children and youth: Cali 
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Edwards, Abbie Janes, Megan Bergan, Marin Spahr, Kasey Kissner, Chris Counterman, Dave Beard, 
Craig & Shelly Musolf, Carey & Linda Baker, Pat & Walt Strasser, Dane Farlee, Shirley Strope, and 
Jeff & Kelly Phillips. 

 

College Care Ministry 2024 

The College Care Ministry is kind of an adoption program for students going off to college. Adults 
and families at Messiah “adopt” a student help to maintain correspondence, encouragement, and 
relationships during the year.  

If you have a student who is in college and would like to be a part of this Ministry, please contact 
Heidi. 

Interested in being a sponsor for one of Messiah’s fine college students? Being a sponsor entails 
first and foremost praying for your student. Regular mailings, texts or calls of encouragement, and 
special reach-outs on their birthday, finals, or other special dates are also encouraged.  

If you would like to be a sponsor for a college student or would like more information, please 
contact Heidi Kissner, heidi@messiahlc.com. 
 

Adult Bible Studies 

Adult Bible studies are in full swing. We hope you can find a group that interests you!  

Tuesday Quest, 9 AM:  This group studies the previous Sunday readings.    

Wednesday, 10 AM: This Bible Study starts again on September 4. We will study The Lord's 
Prayer using “The Prayer Course” from 24-7 Prayer for eight weeks. This practical course will 
allow us to study scripture deeply and practice what we have learned. We want to grow a 
faith that "works in real life," right? That's precisely what this study is designed to help us do. 
Please contact PastorBrian@messiahlc.com if you need more information.  

Thursday, 10 AM: This group will resume on September 5 . We will continue where we left off 
in the study of the disciples using "The Twelve Disciples" book. 

Thursday Good News Study Group, 6:30 PM: This group will resume on September 5. Pastor 
Dave will lead our study of the book “Outlaw Christian” by Dr. Jacqueline Bussie. 

About This Book   Winner of the 2017 Illumination Award 

Jacqueline Bussie knows that too many Christians live according to unspoken "laws" that 
govern the Christian life: #1: Never get angry at God; #2: Never doubt; #3: Never question; 
#4: Never tell your real story; #5: Always speak in clichés about evil and suffering; and    
#6: Always believe hope comes easy for those who truly love God. 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

Living according to these rules is killing real Christian life; “Outlaw Christian” proposes a 
rebellious, life-giving, authentic alternative. Through captivating stories and with 
disarming honesty, Bussie gives concrete, practical strategies to help readers cultivate 
hope, seek joy, practice accompaniment, compost their pain, and rediscover the spiritual 
practice of lament. Tackling difficult questions without political divisiveness, Bussie speaks 
to both progressive and conservative Christians in ways that unite rather than divide. And 
in doing so, she provides a new way to handle the most difficult and troubling questions of 
life in a broken world that God will never abandon. 

 

Messiah Metro! — Childcare and Preschool News 

September so soon! Welcome to the month of fall! We now have one month of 
learning under our belts, with many more to come! This month we are learning 
about all types of things, such as: forest animals, what emotions are and 
community helpers! We will actually be having some community helpers come 

visit for that week's lesson, how fun is that! As the seasons change, please be sure your child's 
extra clothing here does as well.  

Teacher Feature! 

Our teacher feature this month is Mrs. Bex! Mrs. Bex is a floater here at Messiah. You will 
often see her in one hallway, and then another within minutes! She has been with Messiah for 
almost two years and has previous childcare experience. Her favorite color is baby pink and 
she loves pepperoni pizza. When she is not zipping through the hallways, she enjoys cross 
stitch and spending time with family. Be sure to say hello to Mrs. Bex when you see her!  

Important Upcoming Dates 

September 2: Closed for Labor Day   September 19: Bear Hunt- rooms 5-8  

Riddle Corner! 

Q: Why did the oak tree take a nap?  A: For rest. 

Bible Verse of the Month! 

“I can do everything through Christ who strengthens me.” — Philippians 4:13 
 

Portia Howard 

Childcare Director 
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Woman to Woman       September 2024 
I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. for your forgiveness when I have fallen short of expectations. 20¢ 
2. for this Labor Day to honor those who labor in any capacity. May God grant them 

strength and protection in their labors. $1.00 
3. for your care for me. Remind me that you are always there. 10¢ 
4. for your source of our daily bread. May we lift our hearts in praise to you. 25¢ 
5. for keeping us in your tender care when trials come upon us. 10¢ 
6. for this beautiful weather we are having. Thank you, God! 20¢ 
7. for the instruments and music we sing to praise and honor you. 10¢ 
8. for your compassion to tend to your beloved ones in need. 25¢ 
9. for your healing power in times of sickness. 50¢ 
10. for the strength to live each day when the impossible overwhelms us. Help us to keep 

the faith. 10¢ 
11. for the gift of forgiveness. Am I using it? Help me. 15¢ 
12. for all the people who work to make this church yours. Be with them. 10¢ 
13. for your patience and mercy always. 5¢ 
14. that I have you to provide me with hope in a time of my despair. 20¢ 
15. for my friends who brighten my day. 5¢ 
16. for the blessed gift of children. Help us to nurture them in your ways. 10¢ 
17. for giving us God’s grace so freely! Help us to forgive others as you have forgiven us. 25¢ 
18. for my family who show me love and support in so many ways. 15¢ 
19. for the peace you provide for me in times of need. 10¢ 
20. for my treasures, but do I put them above you? Help me, Lord. 10¢ 
21. for the gift of humor. Help me to use it in a pleasing way. 5¢ 
22. that I live in a land of peace, and I pray for those who don’t. 20¢ 
23. for the blue sky, reminding me that your love is endless. 15¢ 
24. for your healing power to all those in need. 20¢ 
25. for our missionaries around the world who spread your love. 25¢ 
26. that I can give of my time, my money, and my things. Help me to be grateful. 10¢ 
27. for all that I have that comes from you. 10¢ 
28. for this day in which to give you thanks. 5¢ 
29. for the gift of music to celebrate your goodness to us. 10¢ 
30. for your Word and the lives and works of others. 25¢ 

 
Please bring or send offering to church on September 29.  Thank you for your contributions!  
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CARE & NURTURE 

Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer 
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 
Deaths 

Leatha Allen, July 31    
Ken Bertz, August 1 

 
For members and friends of the congregation: 

Liz Spahr 
Pastor John Hofer 
Garry Pook 
Anita Ebert 
Linda and Louise 
Irene Kite      
Chris Waldron 
Stephanie Welbaum 
 

For the men and women of our Armed Services:  
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black) 
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook) 
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie) 
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) 
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) 

 



 

The Messenger       September 2024            19 

Food Bank News 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,  
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items especially needed this month are canned fruit, 
canned soup, crackers, tuna, pasta, mac & cheese, and feminine products. 

 

Bags of Grace 

Thank you for all of your donations to the Bags of Grace ministry.  We will next be 
assembling bags on October 20 for distribution on a later date.  In anticipation of winter, 
we would appreciate small fleece blankets and work/crew type socks for men.  At this 
time we have a generous supply of gloves and hats. 

The food items we are in need of are sources of protein (Vienna sausages, tuna packs, 
chicken packs) and fruit. Food items need to be individually wrapped and not require 
refrigeration, cooking, or a can opener. A collection bin is located in the south vestibule.  

 

Thanks for the School Supplies! 

Thanks to all who donated supplies for the 2024-2025 school year. Arlington Elementary 
School was so appreciative of your generosity! Your continued prayers are so important to 
this ministry. Your gifts will go a long way to make this a productive year for the kiddos. 

Blessings to all, 

Bill and Char Marker 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 
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OPERATIONS 

Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year.  Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects.  If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer.  If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.   

 

Have you considered planned giving? 

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a gift now 
or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your loved ones. 

 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 
Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 
Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com 
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers karla@messiahlc.com 

 

Church Board Email Addresses 
Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 

Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com  Mary Satre mesatre@comcast.net 

Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 

mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
mailto:cory@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:denise@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
mailto:%22Steven%20Berlin%22%20%3Csteveber%40hotmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Cynthia%20Riebersal%22%20%3Ccariebersal%40gmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Beth%20Crilly%22%20%3Cbac1011%40msn.com%3E
mailto:%22Mary%20Satre%22%20%3Cmesatre%40comcast.net%3E
mailto:srmusolf@gmail.com
mailto:%22Steve%20Van%20Wyngarden%22%20%3Cstevevanw%40comcast.net%3E
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.    

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div. 
 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S. 

 

 
 

* 
 

Sunday Services 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
in person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


