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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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At Messiah, our primary commitment is “To help people grow a faith in 
Jesus Christ that works in real life.” 
Over the next several months, I want to explore some ideas that will 
help “in real life,” starting with how we read the Bible.  

I’ve found it helpful to read the Bible through four primary lenses: 

LOVE 

GRACE 

         RELATIONSHIPS 

         PARTICIPATION 

Last time we talked about love. This time, let’s talk about GRACE. 
 
Grace is the foundation of the relationship between God and God’s creation. Grace is 
God’s demonstration of unwavering love for and commitment to all of humanity. Grace 
assures us that God’s love for us isn’t determined by or dependent on us getting things 
right or anything we do, providing us with a sense of security and comfort in God's uncon-
ditional love. 

When we read the Bible, we'll miss the point altogether if we don’t do so through a lens of 
God’s grace. God’s actions toward humanity always express God’s grace—a gift given 
freely. There’s no need to earn it. Grace is a thread that runs through God's interactions 
with humanity, from page one of Genesis to the end of Revelation. Grace reminds us that 
we are loved unconditionally. God’s love is constant. Scripture repeatedly shows that God 
does not demand perfection from people in order to love them. The Apostle Paul writes in 
Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast.” Noth-
ing God gives is not a reward or paycheck for the good stuff we do. Everything God offers 
humanity is a gracious gift from God. Reading the Bible through a lens of God’s grace 
shifts how we understand our relationship with God from transactional to transformative. 

Grace also reframes how we read stories of brokenness, sin, and failure in the Bible. We 
read about people like Moses, David, and Peter, who made big mistakes. Moses doubted 
his ability to lead and killed a man, David committed adultery and murder, and Peter de-
nied Jesus three times. But their stories didn’t end in failure. Through grace, God still 
loved these people who did awful things. God restored, forgave, and empowered them to 
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continue serving God. They didn’t have to prove themselves to God or work off a debt. 
No, God’s grace took care of all of that. Through a lens of God’s grace, when we read 
about them, we see that God’s grace doesn’t quit on us when we fail. Instead, God’s pow-
er is made great in our weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9). Grace helps us see the Bible not as 
a book of rules or a manual on being perfect. Instead, grace helps us read it as a witness 
to God’s redemptive love in action! 

Some of the most well-intentioned religious people in Jesus’ day (the Scribes and the 
Pharisees) thought they needed to earn God’s favor and strict adherence to the rules was 
how to get it. But Jesus disrupted that idea by becoming God’s grace with skin on. Jesus 
embodied grace, especially in his interactions with the people others decided were un-
worthy—people like tax collectors, sinners, the marginalized, and the poor. Jesus broke 
down the legalistic walls and offered people a relationship with God based on love, not 
law. Grace helps readers of the Bible avoid falling into the trap of legalism and embrace 
freedom. And freedom is what God wants for all of us! 

 

Peace Be With You, 

Pastor Brian 
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

A Month of Celebrations 

This October offers many opportunities to join the Messiah community in 
celebrations and other special occasions. As we join together in these 
varied services, we bear witness to the multitude of ways in which God 
works in our daily lives. We hope that you will join us in any or all of these 
special times of celebration, commemoration, and praise. 

Saturday, October 5, 10:00 a.m. Come to the church for our annual Pet Blessing. at the 
Tony Hickman Memorial Chapel. Bring your furry friends as we bless them in the spirit of 
St. Francis of Assisi.  

Confirmation Sunday, October 6, 9:00 a.m. A number of our youth will be confirmed as 
full members of the congregation. It is a special day for them and for all of us as those 
who are the future of our church step up to proclaim their faith and commit to deeper 
involvement in our mission. 

Saturday, October 12, 2:00 p.m. Tim Graham will be installed as bishop of the Indiana-
Kentucky Synod. If you cannot be present at the service in Indianapolis, please keep him 
and the church in your prayers as he and Meme begin this new chapter in their life. 

Sunday, October 13, 7:00 p.m. Join us for a service of healing and remembrance. If you 
have experienced a loss or would like to show care or support to someone who has, 
please consider joining us in the Sanctuary for this candle-lighting vigil. 

Sunday, October 20, 10:00 a.m. We will have only one service this day, which will be fol-
lowed by a congregational meeting to officially call Eric Black to be deacon at Messiah. 

Saturday, October 26, 2:00 p.m. Please join us as Bishop Tim Graham leads us in ordaining 
Eric Black as a deacon in the ELCA. Refreshments will follow the service. 

Reformation Sunday, October 27. The Blackwood Brothers, the famed gospel male quar-
tet, will lead our 10:30 worship. They will also sing our closing song at the early service. 
Come and hear Southern Gospel music at its finest! 

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,  

Stan Engle 
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Greetings, People of God, 

 Thank you to all of you who have offered such kind and 
congratulatory words. I feel your love and sincerity as I have 
seen you at worship and in our Bible studies. Thank you to the 
extreme kindness and generosity of my co-workers in the 
office for their gracious welcome and the work they did pre-
paring my office space. I could not have asked for more. I am 
proud and happy to be working with such gracious people of 
God. 

 I would like to express my gratitude to all of the people in the Messiah community 
who freely volunteer their time for the church. The very heart of how we do God’s work 
with our hands (and feet) is through the selfless sacrifice of Messiah’s volunteers. No 
matter where you live out your faith in your volunteerism, THANK YOU! You are appreci-
ated. The church would not function without you.  

 One of the areas of hospitality that we are kicking off this fall is our coffee bar. It is 
being staffed most Sundays now at both services. However, we could use more volun-
teers. The coffee machine operates with push buttons. Pushing the correct button and 
having a cup available are the hard parts. :)  The other requirement is a smile and a will-
ingness to engage God’s people as the coffee machine fulfills their requests. The time re-
quirement is to be at the coffee bar roughly 30 minutes before the start of worship. Of 
course, we will be available before your first “shift” to answer any questions and demon-
strate the functionality of the coffee machine. Please consider if this is an opportunity for 
you to serve.  

 I know it’s a while down the road, but Messiah Childcare will be having an internal 
“Trick or Treat” for our childcare children on October 31st beginning at 10:00 AM. There 
are some volunteer positions available. If you are able and willing to participate in this 
very fun time, (costume is optional but encouraged) please contact Portia Howard, Messi-
ah Childcare Director, at 485-8716 ext. 200 or Portia@messiahlc.com.  

 Finally, people of God, remember and never forget that God loves YOU! Yes, YOU! 
When we live out God’s love for us in service to others, we are in effect doing God’s work 
with our hands, our hearts, and our feet. May we be such a people!  

Peace of Christ to you All, 

Deacon Eric Black  
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GROWTH & LEARNING 

Sunday Children’s Ministry 

• As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School during the 10:30 
service for ages 3 through 6th grade.   

• Families will begin by starting the church service together – so take your kids with 
you into church!  We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release them to their 
respective classrooms afterwards.   

• Our classes are:  Ages 3 – Prekindergarten, Room 6;  Grades K – 3, Room 5;  Grades 4 
– 6, Room 8.  These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Childcare side. 

• Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another cool story with some 
fun activities! 

• Please register your child at the following link  https://
forms.gle/9yXhmSDwpYUxdDn98. 

 

• If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School please contact 
Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com 

 

Sunday School in October 

• In October our Preschool – 3rd grade will be studying Abraham, Joseph, and Baby 
Moses;  4th – 6th grades will be studying Tower of Babel, Noah and the Ark, and 
Jacob’s Ladder 

• There is no Sunday School on Sunday, October 20.  Please join us for one service at 
10:00 AM. 

 

https://forms.gle/9yXhmSDwpYUxdDn98
https://forms.gle/9yXhmSDwpYUxdDn98
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

Trunk or Treating and Movie Night, Friday, October 25 

• On Friday evening, October 25, beginning at 5:30 PM, families are invited to join us 
as we celebrate fall with trunk or treating and an outdoor movie night!  There will be 
designated cars on the south side of the church for the children to go around “trunk 
or treating.”  In case of bad weather, we will cancel.  Please watch Facebook the day 
of for updates.  

• Special appearance of Chau Time Food Trunk from 5:30-7:00 PM!  (These guys also 
own Leo Donuts where we get our donuts for Donut Sunday!) The Chau’s have also 
been kind enough to eliminate the minimum orders for the night for us! 

• Volunteers/Donations:  We are in need of adults and youth volunteers to sit in their 
cars, or parking spots, and hand out treats.  We are also in need of bags of candy or 
other trinkets or treats for the children.  Any donations can be left in the office.  
Come dressed up wearing your costumes and decorate your vehicle and bring a 
friend to have fun celebrating the fall season with Messiah!   

• 5:30-7:00 PM Chau Time Food Truck, and cars can set up that are providing trunks 

• 6:30 PM Trunk or Treat 

• Beginning between 7:00 and 7:15 PM we will show a Fall/Halloween movie for the 
family on an outdoor screen!   

• This is a free event, but food purchases at the food truck are families’ responsibilities. 
We will be collecting wet wipes for Messiah Preschool and Childcare. 

• In case of bad weather, we will cancel.  Please watch Facebook the day of for up-
dates. 

• Registration is required.  This is just so we know how many kids to plan for!  You can 
register at the following link: https://forms.gle/6mowvRTraKoHcQnk7 
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• Any questions, contact Heidi Kissner, heidi@messiahlc.com; Portia Howard, por-
tia@messiahlc.com; or Jessica, jessica@messiahlc.com. 

 

Messiah Student Ministries 

Watch emails and The Messenger for student ministry information.  If you know a student 
who would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let Heidi know, hei-
di@messiahlc.com. Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through emails 
also. 

 

Pulse  

• PULSE is our youth group for those in grades 9-12.   

• Confirmation Sunday October 6, 9:00 AM service.  No Youth activities that afternoon. 

• All youth groups will meet Sunday, October 13, at the Youth House from 12:00-2:00 
PM, for a light lunch, conversation, and games. 

• Saturday, October 19, Haunted Hysterium on Arden Drive. Cost is $10.  We will meet 
at the Youth House at 7:00 PM for a bite to eat, then head to the Hysterium.  Please 
RSVP to Heidi so we can plan drivers. 

• PULSE only at Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM for light lunch and conversation. 

 

CIA  

• CIA is our youth group for those middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands 
for Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when the kids 
go through classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the fall of their Freshman 
year.  

• No Youth Groups Sunday, October 6 

• All youth groups will meet Sunday, October 13, at the Youth House from 12:00-2:00 
PM for a light lunch, conversation, and games. 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:jessica@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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• EDGE and CIA students will be going to the Kuehnert Farm Fall Festival on Friday, Oc-
tober 18. We’ll meet at the Youth House at 5:30 PM. Please RSVP if your student will 
be attending. I will need to know how many additional drivers I will need. You will 
also need to sign a waiver from Kuehnert Farms for your student: https://
www.kuehnertdairy.com/waiver 

• Confirmation Class Sunday, October 20, 1:00-3:00 PM 

• Save the date!!  Confirmation Retreat Friday, November 22, 6:00 PM – Saturday, No-
vember 23, 11:30 AM at Associated Churches – The Mission House. 

 

EDGE  

• EDGE is our youth group for those students entering 5th and 6th grades in Fall 2023.  
Why EDGE?  Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenag-
ers!  EDGE is still part of our children’s Sunday School program and will have their 
own Bible study on Sundays during the second service at 10:30 in room #4 (west hall-
way of childcare.)  

• October 6 Bible Study, 10:30 AM, Room 8 

• No Youth Groups Sunday, October 6 

• October 13 Bible Study, 10:30 AM, Room 8 

• All youth groups will meet Sunday, October 13, at the Youth House from 12:00-2:00 
PM for a light lunch, conversation, and games 

• EDGE and CIA students will be going to the Kuehnert Farm Fall Festival on Friday, Oc-
tober 18. We’ll meet at the Youth House at 5:30 PM. Please RSVP if your student will 
be attending. I will need to know how many additional drivers I will need. You will 
also need to sign a waiver from Kuehnert Farms for your student: https://
www.kuehnertdairy.com/waiver 

• October 20 No Sunday School/Bible Study 

• October 27 Bible Study, 10:30 AM 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

https://www.kuehnertdairy.com/waiver
https://www.kuehnertdairy.com/waiver
https://www.kuehnertdairy.com/waiver
https://www.kuehnertdairy.com/waiver
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Remind App 

In an effort to get information more easily accessible, we are asking parents and especially 
students to download the Remind App (if you already don’t use it for school) and your 
youth group discussion group. In addition to Friday morning emails, I will also send out in-
fo in the Remind App. You can join your youth group’s Remind link below: 

PULSE:  https://www.remind.com/join/ouls 

 

 

CIA:  https://www.remind.com/join/ekhhhk 

 

 

EDGE:  https://www.remind.com/join/a6e7cdb 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.remind.com/join/ouls
https://www.remind.com/join/ekhhhk
https://www.remind.com/join/a6e7cdb
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Confirmation 2024 

Mark your calendars!! Please join us on Sunday, October 6, at the 9:00 service as we cele-
brate our 2024 Confirmands!  Congratulations to our 2024 Confirmands:  Lorelai Fast, 
Maleyah Fitzgerald, Michelle Fitzgerald, Juliana Hansen, Conner Jackson, Reid Kilby, Kasey 
Kissner, Avery Mable, Maryssa Schaller, Marin Spahr, and Hayden Verba. 

 

Student Ministries (5th grade – 12th grade) Registration 

Please take a few moments to register your student for our student ministries this year if 
you haven't already. Thank you! https://forms.gle/STC7a3yPhpHANvnCA 

 

Noisy Offering & Donut Sunday  

Monies from Donut Sunday and Noisy Offering will go towards helping with Confirmation 
Camp next summer and mission trips coming up. 

• Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, October 13, at both services.   

• Donut Sunday will be Sunday, October 7, at both services in the Narthex. 

 

College Care Ministry 2024 

The College Care Ministry is kind of an adoption program for students going off to college. 
Adults and families at Messiah “adopt” a student help to maintain correspondence, en-
couragement, and relationships during the year.  

• If you have a student who is in college and would like to be a part of this Ministry, 
please contact Heidi. 

• Interested in being a sponsor for one of Messiah’s fine college students? Being a 
sponsor entails first and foremost praying for your student. Regular mailings, texts or 
calls of encouragement, and special reach-outs on their birthday, finals, or other spe-
cial dates are also encouraged.  

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

https://forms.gle/STC7a3yPhpHANvnCA
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If you would like to be a sponsor for a college student or would like more information, 
please contact Heidi Kissner, heidi@messiahlc.com. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities for Students! 

Whether you need volunteer hours for school, National Honor Society, or pumping up 
your resume (colleges, scholarships, and future employers love to see volunteer work!), 
we have options for you to be involved! There are opportunities to be a reader during the 
9:00 AM service, serve communion, read announcements, usher, work the coffee bar, 
help in the sound booth (flipping slides, hanging out with Sara who is super cool) or help 
with Sunday School. If your student is interested in any of this, please contact Heidi for 
more information! 

 

Adult Bible Studies 

Tuesday Quest, 9 AM:  This group studies the previous Sunday readings.    

Wednesday, 10 AM: This group studies The Lord's Prayer using “The Prayer Course” 
from 24-7 Prayer. This practical course will allow us to study scripture deeply and 
practice what we have learned. We want to grow a faith that "works in real life," 
right? That's precisely what this study is designed to help us do. Please contact Pastor-
Brian@messiahlc.com if you need more information.  

Thursday, 10 AM: This group is studying the book “Hope, Your Heart’s Deepest Long-
ings” by Jack Kuhatschek. 

Thursday Good News Study Group, 6:30 PM: This group is studying the book “Outlaw 
Christian” by Dr. Jacqueline Bussie. 

 

Messiah Metro! — Childcare and Preschool News 

The Childcare will be having an in-house Trick-or-Treat on Thursday, October 31, begin-
ning at 10:00 AM. If you are interested in volunteering to hand out candy, please be sure 
to reach out to Portia at 260-485-4613 ext. 200 or at portia@messiahlc.com.  We appreci-
ate your participation! 

Portia Howard, Childcare Director 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
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Woman to Woman       October 2024 
I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. for your love and comfort to all who have experienced Illnesses or natural disasters. 25¢ 
2. that I can pay my bills and pray for those who can’t. 10¢ 
3. for the sun that shines; offering us brightness and happiness. 5¢ 
4. for these hands to serve you as needs arrive. 10¢ 
5. for your faithfulness to me. Never let me go. 25¢ 
6. for our confirmands today as they reaffirm their baptism and take responsibility for their 

faith. $1.00 
7. for the leaves to rake, reminding me of how they cooled the house past summer. 10¢ 
8. for these legs. Lead them where you will. 10¢ 
9. for the safe shelter you provide for me, through Christ. 20¢ 
10. for people who gave their lives for their faith in you. 15¢ 
11. for Pastor Brian, Deacon Eric, and staff and the ministry they devote to God and Messiah 

Church. 25¢ 
12. for our children; our hope for the future. 5¢ 
13. for opening our hearts to hear of your Word in devotions. 10¢ 
14. for those who volunteer at church in many capacities. Thank them for their service. 10¢ 
15. for gathering all of our prayers into the grace of Christ’s love. 20¢ 
16. for remembering those who have suffered pregnancy, infant, and child loss. $1.00 
17. for forgiveness and restoration. 20¢ 
18. for all of my communication devices I have and I give ten cents for each one. ???? 
19. for the colorful beauty around me. Help me to appreciate it. 5¢ 
20. for giving us courage to live in your way of love, service and generosity. 25¢ 
21. for our families who love and support us. 10¢ 
22. for helping us to remember that serving you is not a chore. 5¢ 
23. Help me to leave the worrying to you and to maintain trust in your will. 10¢ 
24. for the sun that shines and warms our spirits! 5¢ 
25. for our children and may we teach them of Jesus’ love. 20¢ 
26. for my health and I pray for healing for those who need your love and care. 10¢ 
27. for helping us care for the strangers among us in any capacity. 10¢ 
28. for prayer and I pray that you guide me in using it. 5¢ 
29. for the extra strength you give me to use in difficult times. 10¢ 
30. for the Reformation in recognition of the work of the great reformer, Martin Luther. 50¢ 
31. for God’s knowledge and love of us despite hiding our flaws and imperfections behind 

masks and costumes. 25¢ 
 

Please bring or send offering to church the last Sunday of month – October 27. 
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CARE & NURTURE 

Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer 
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 
For members and friends of the congregation: 

Chad Sparkman 
Adam & Katie Reff 
The Cushing family 
Greg Bienz 
Ruthie Snyder 
Liz Spahr 
Anita Ebert 
Irene Kite 
Chris Waldron 
Stephanie Welbaum 
 

For the men and women of our Armed Services:  
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black) 
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook) 
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie) 
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) 
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) 
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Parish Health News 

It is officially fall; time for crisp breezes and falling leaves. It also means more time indoors 
in the company of others, where we can share more than hot chocolate and cider. Our old 
nemeses — Covid and Flu — are waiting to share their viral strains with us as well.  

Vaccines for 2024-2025 Covid 19 are now available. Although there is a new variant, they 
feel it is closely related to the current strains in this vaccine. According to the CDC, "COVID 
19-vaccines are effective at protecting people from getting seriously ill, being hospitalized, 
and dying. Vaccination remains the safest strategy for avoiding hospitalizations, long-term 
health outcomes, and death." 

The current Flu (influenza) vaccine is also available. According to the CDC, the Flu vaccine 
includes four viruses that research indicates will be most common during the upcoming 
season. Both the Flu and Covid vaccines can be given at the same time but are separate 
injections. When you make an appointment at your local pharmacy for vaccination, con-
firm that you will receive the current vaccines: 2024-2025 Covid-19 and 2024-2025 Flu 
(high dose Flu if over the age of 65).  

Vaccines cannot protect us from all illness since viruses mutate, but can lessen the symp-
toms should we contract one of the viruses. Keeping everyone as healthy as possible and 
out of the hospital is the main goal. Vaccination is not a substitute for continued vigilance 
of good hand hygiene, covering that cough or sneeze, or staying home when ill. Continue 
those perfected skills you learned over the past few years! 

CARE & NURTURE (cont) 
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Food Bank News 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,  
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items especially needed this month are canned meats, 
boxed dinners, pasta sauce, dry beans, pancake mix, syrup, and cereal. 

 

Bags of Grace 

Thank you for all of your donations to the Bags of Grace ministry.  We will next be 
assembling bags on October 20 for distribution on a later date.  In anticipation of winter, 
we would appreciate small fleece blankets and work/crew type socks for men.  At this 
time we have a generous supply of gloves and hats. 

The food items we are in need of are sources of protein (Vienna sausages, tuna packs, 
chicken packs) and fruit. Food items need to be individually wrapped and not require 
refrigeration, cooking, or a can opener. A collection bin is located in the south vestibule.  

 

Cold Kids 

Crisp weather has returned and hats, gloves, and scarves will soon be needed for our area 
elementary school kids. Also needed are lengths of fleece fabric (1/3 yard or more). Please 
place any donations in the Cold Kids bin in Satre Hall. Thank you for helping to keep our 
kids warm this winter. Contact Charnell at bcwmarker@aol.com with any questions.  

 

 

 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

mailto:bcwmarker@aol.com
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OPERATIONS 

 

 

Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year.  Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects.  If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer.  If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.   

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that 
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial 
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously!  This is 
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation.  
These funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated 
by Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or 
service projects of your choosing.  Please consider directing your Action Teams to support 
Messiah.  If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office.  We are more than willing to work with you throughout 
the application and reporting process. 

 

Have you considered planned giving? 

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a gift now 
or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your loved ones. 
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Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 
Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 
Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com 
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Myers karla@messiahlc.com 

 

Church Board Email Addresses 
Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com  

Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com   

Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 

Mary Satre mesatre@comcast.net 

Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.  

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div. 
 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S. 

 

 
 

* 
 

Sunday Services 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
in person and online 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


