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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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At Messiah, our primary commitment is “To help people grow a faith in 
Jesus Christ that works in real life.” 

Over the next several months, I want to explore ideas that will help “in 
real life,” starting with how we read the Bible.  

I’ve found it helpful to read the Bible through four primary lenses: 

LOVE 
GRACE 
RELATIONSHIPS 
PARTICIPATION 

Last time, we talked about grace. This time, let’s talk about RELATIONSHIPS. 

God wants a relationship with humanity. That has always been true. You can see it in the 
creation story in Genesis through the end of the Bible in Revelation. God doesn’t view us 
as friends, acquaintances, business associates, employees, or teammates. God sees and 
treats us as FAMILY! We are all included in God’s family, which challenges everyone to live 
as siblings in Christ despite our differences. 

Understanding the Bible through the lens of family relationships offers a fresh, transform-
ative perspective. From beginning to end, the Bible tells the story of God’s desire to be 
close to us—not as a distant, impersonal ruler, but as a loving parent.  

Viewing ourselves as part of God’s family means that our relationships with one another 
become equally significant. Just as God invites us into a relationship, God calls us to reflect 
that same love and acceptance to others. When Jesus spoke about loving our neighbors, 
He wasn’t just suggesting we be polite—Jesus urged us to see everyone as family, worthy 
of compassion, love, respect, and grace. This familial connection breaks down the barriers 
we often place between ourselves and others. God’s vision is for us to see one another as 
siblings in Christ and for God’s love to unite us despite our unique backgrounds, opinions, 
and experiences. 

The letters of the New Testament abound with reminders of this relational call. Paul, Pe-
ter, and John encourage early Christians to bear with one another, forgive as they have 
been forgiven, and build one another up in love. They teach that our faith is a shared path, 
not a solo journey. We are called to care for, challenge, and celebrate one another as fel-
low children of God in all of our beautiful diversity. This call to relationship is revolution-
ary! It is healing in a world set on division. God’s family doesn’t erase our differences; we 
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celebrate them! God’s love draws us together. 

Reading the Bible through this relational lens helps us understand our call to share love 
with hurting and marginalized people, offer grace when our instinct is to judge, and listen 
and learn from one another. Through the lens of relationships, the Bible is a source of uni-
ty, inviting us closer to God and each other. 

So, as you read the Bible, reflect on your relationships. Where is God inviting you to see 
someone with fresh eyes? As a beloved family member? Is there someone you can reach 
out to, forgive, or support? Let God’s love guide you into more profound, meaningful con-
nections with those around you. Faith is a family journey that becomes richer and fuller as 
we walk it together in love, compassion, and unity as siblings in Christ. 

Peace Be With You, 

Pastor Brian 

SAVE THE DATE for the Annual Meeting of Messiah Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church, scheduled for Sunday, November 17, 2024. 
We will have only one service at 10:00 AM that day. We will move 
directly into the order of business immediately following our wor-
ship service. Childcare will be available in Satre Hall. 

Please plan to attend this very important meeting.  Annual Reports are available at the 
Information Center and online.  These reports will be part of a consent agenda (except 
for the treasurer’s report and 2025 proposed budget) which means we will vote upon 
their approval as a group, unless someone requests to discuss a specific report, prior to 
the meeting, on or before Sunday, November 10.  The agenda will include: 

Consent agenda (Minutes, Staff, Leadership, and Committee Reports) 

Year End Treasurer’s Report 

Election for Board of Directors 

2025 Budget Approval 

ALL friends and members of Messiah are encouraged to attend this meeting. 
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

Now Thank We All Our God 

It is always good to give thanks to God. Every day God blesses us in so 
many ways that we can’t begin to name them all. But November is the 
month in which our nation designates a special day for us to give thanks: 
for another year of life, for plenteous food, for a good and beautiful 
earth, and most of all for God’s gift of his Son Jesus. Wishing you a grate-

ful, joyful, and generous life. 

Check out these special days of worship:  

Sunday, November 3. All Saints Sunday. We remember with gratitude all the saints who 
have gone before us, especially those of our congregation who died during the past year. 

Sunday, November 17. This is the day of our annual meeting, so we will have only one ser-
vice at 10:00 a.m., followed by the meeting. Mark this on your calendar, so you don’t ar-
rive early or late! 

Sunday, November 24, Christ the King. On this last Sunday of the church year we lift up 
Christ as King and look forward to his coming reign. And while we praise Christ in his glory, 
we also remember him as the Suffering Servant who calls us to follow him in service to the 
world God loves.  

 

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,  

Stan Engle 
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  First and foremost, I want to thank my sisters and 
brothers in Christ here at Messiah for voting to issue a “call” 
to me. Words cannot express what it means to live out my 
faith here with all of you and to know that you want me in 
your midst. THANK YOU! I wish to thank all of you who were 
able to attend my ordination/installation service. I cannot tell 
you how many times over the years of fulfilling the necessary 
qualifications to be a minister of word and service, that I have 
dreamed of being ordained. It is the joyful conclusion of a long 

journey. But yet, it is the beginning of a new journey in Christ with all of you. Thank you 
for your prayers and words of encouragement.  

 For many years now, Mike and Fran Dager have had the responsibility of coordinating 
the 10:30 AM usher schedule. Mike has indicated that he would like to step down from 
that responsibility. I want to thank Mike and Fran publicly for their years of work coordi-
nating that schedule. It is that spirit of volunteerism that allows the church to function 
and lets people see the love of Christ in us. THANK YOU, Mike and Fran!  

 I’d like to thank all of the generous Messiah people who continue to contribute to our 
food bank efforts. The prices of groceries is so very high, and yet contributions continue 
to be made for those who are less fortunate than ourselves. On behalf of the Faith & Light 
Food Pantry, The Maplewood Mennonite Food Pantry, and the Purdue University Fort 
Wayne Food Pantry, THANK YOU!  

 Currently, I am working on the first quarter 2025 schedules for our Sunday morning 
volunteers. Those of you who are serving as communion assistants, ushers, coffee bar op-
erators, and lectors will be receiving the tentative schedules in the near future. Thank you 
all for continuing to serve in these roles. If anyone else feels the Holy Spirit moving you to 
serve in any of these roles, please let me know and we will make sure that you have the 
opportunity to serve as the Holy Spirit is leading you. My email is eric@messiahlc.com  
and my phone number is 260-485-8716, ext. 101.  

 Finally, as I move around the church in my new role, I am touched by the number of 
our church community that is in and out of the church during the course of a day. Some 
are planned like the Bible Studies and the Quilters on Thursday morning. By the way, the 
quilts were beautiful on Sunday the 13th were they not! Others are checking in about one 
thing or another or tending to something that they know needs tended to. So many times, 
it doesn’t make the Sunday announcements what they are doing and few people know 

mailto:eric@messiahlc.com
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about so much of the work that is done. I’ve come to realize that this is just our blessed 
community not only involved with the enterprise of the church, but giving freely of their 
time to make sure that details are taken care of. Thank you to all of you who move about 
the church, many times anonymously, to make sure that things get done.  

Blessings and Peace to You, 

Deacon Eric Black 
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GROWTH & LEARNING 

Sunday Children’s Ministry 

• As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School during the 10:30 
service for ages 3 through 6th grade.   

• Families will begin by starting the church service together – so take your kids with 
you into church!  We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release them to their 
respective classrooms afterwards.   

• Our classes are:  Ages 3 – Prekindergarten, Room 6;  Grades K – 3, Room 5;  Grades   
4 – 6, Room 8.  These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Childcare side. 

• Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another cool story with some 
fun activities! 

• Please register your child at the following link  https://
forms.gle/9yXhmSDwpYUxdDn98. 

 

• If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School please contact 
Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com 

 

Sunday School in October 

• In November our Preschool – 3rd grade will be studying Moses & the Israelites Es-
cape, David and Goliath, and Daniel and the Lion’s Den;  4th – 6th grades will be study-
ing Jacob & Rachel, Joseph & His Brothers, and the start of Advent.  

• There is no Sunday School on Sunday, November 17.  Please join us for one service at 
10:00 AM and Congregational Meeting following. 

• Childcare will be provided in Satre Hall during the Congregational meeting. 

https://forms.gle/9yXhmSDwpYUxdDn98
https://forms.gle/9yXhmSDwpYUxdDn98
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

Messiah Student Ministries 

Watch emails and The Messenger for student ministry info.  If you know a student who 
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let heidi@messiahlc.com know. 
Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through emails also.  

Link to this registration:  https://forms.gle/STC7a3yPhpHANvnCA 

 

Pulse  

• PULSE is our youth group for those in grades 9-12.   

• Confirmation Sunday October 6, 9:00 AM service.  No Youth activities that afternoon. 

• All youth groups will meet Sunday, November 3, at the Youth House from 12:00-2:00 
PM, for a light lunch, conversation, and games. 

• PULSE only at Youth House on Sunday, November 10, 12:00-2:00 PM for light lunch 
and conversation. 

 

CIA  

• CIA is our youth group for those middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands 
for Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when the kids 
go through classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the fall of their Freshman 
year.  

• All youth groups will meet Sunday, November 3, at the Youth House from 12:00-2:00 
PM for a light lunch, conversation, and games. 

• EDGE and CIA students will meet Sunday, November 17, at the Youth House from 
12:00-2:00 PM for a light lunch, conversation, and games. 

• Confirmation Retreat Friday, November 22 – Saturday, November 23 at Associated 
Churches – The Mission House. Drop off will be Friday at 6:00 PM and pick up will be 
Saturday at 11:30 AM. We’ll cook dinner, play some games, do some Confirmation 
studying, eat some more. . .and sleep! Saturday morning we will be helping Associat-

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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ed Churches pack Thanksgiving meals for local military families. Please check your 
calendar and conform your student will be there. This is in lieu of our November Sun-
day Confirmation Class. 

 

EDGE  

• EDGE is our youth group for those students entering 5th and 6th grades in Fall 2023.  
Why EDGE?  Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenag-
ers!  EDGE is still part of our children’s Sunday School program and will have their 
own Bible study on Sundays during the second service at 10:30 in room #4 (west hall-
way of childcare.)  

• Sunday, November 3, Bible Study, 10:30 AM, Room 8 

• All youth groups will meet Sunday, November 3, at the Youth House from 12:00-2:00 
PM for a light lunch, conversation, and games. 

• Sunday, November 10, Bible Study, 10:30 AM, Room 8 

• No Sunday School on Sunday, November 17 

• EDGE and CIA students will meet Sunday, November 17, at the Youth House from 
12:00-2:00 PM for a light lunch, conversation, and games. 

• Sunday, November 24, Bible Study, 10:30 AM, Room  8 

 

Remind App 

In an effort to get information more easily accessible, we are asking parents and especially 
students to download the Remind App (if you already don’t use it for school) and your 
youth group discussion group. In addition to Friday morning emails, I will also send out 
info in the Remind App. You can join your youth group’s Remind link below: 

PULSE:  https://www.remind.com/join/ouls 

 

https://www.remind.com/join/ouls
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CIA:  https://www.remind.com/join/ekhhhk 

 

 

EDGE:  https://www.remind.com/join/a6e7cdb 

 

 

Noisy Offering & Donut Sunday  

Monies from Donut Sunday and Noisy Offering will go towards helping with Confirmation 
Camp next summer and mission trips coming up. 

• Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, November 10, at both services.   

• Donut Sunday will be Sunday, November 17, beginning at 9:30 AM in the Narthex. 

 

College Care Ministry 2024 

The College Care Ministry is kind of an adoption program for students going off to college. 
Adults and families at Messiah “adopt” a student help to maintain correspondence, en-
couragement, and relationships during the year.  

• If you have a student who is in college and would like to be a part of this Ministry, 
please contact Heidi. 

• Interested in being a sponsor for one of Messiah’s fine college students? Being a 
sponsor entails first and foremost praying for your student. Regular mailings, texts or 
calls of encouragement, and special reach-outs on their birthday, finals, or other spe-
cial dates are also encouraged.  

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

https://www.remind.com/join/ekhhhk
https://www.remind.com/join/a6e7cdb


 

The Messenger       November 2024            13 

If you would like to be a sponsor for a college student or would like more information, 
please contact Heidi Kissner, heidi@messiahlc.com. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities for Students! 

Whether you need volunteer hours for school, National Honor Society, or pumping up 
your resume (colleges, scholarships, and future employers love to see volunteer work!), 
we have options for you to be involved! There are opportunities to be a reader during the 
9:00 AM service, serve communion, read announcements, usher, work the coffee bar, help 
in the sound booth (flipping slides, hanging out with Sara who is super cool) or help with 
Sunday School. If your student is interested in any of this, please contact Heidi for more 
information! 

 

Adult Bible Studies 

Tuesday Quest, 9 AM:  This group studies the previous Sunday readings.    

Wednesday, 10 AM: This group studies The Lord's Prayer using “The Prayer Course” 
from 24-7 Prayer. This practical course will allow us to study scripture deeply and prac-
tice what we have learned. We want to grow a faith that "works in real life," right? 
That's precisely what this study is designed to help us do. Please contact pastorbri-
an@messiahlc.com if you need more information.  

Thursday, 10 AM: This group is studying the book “Hope, Your Heart’s Deepest Long-
ings” by Jack Kuhatschek. 

Thursday Good News Study Group, 6:30 PM: Starting Thursday, November 14, Pastor 
Dave will be leading a study on the late Bishop John Shelby Spong’s book 
“Unbelievable, Why Neither Ancient Creeds nor the Reformation Can Produce a Living 
Faith Today” (Harper One, 2018).  From the inside book cover: “In this final book of his 
storied career, Spong continues to integrate a rigorous scholarly tradition with the 
Christian faith and so offers a new approach, one that challenges Christians to explore 
their beliefs in new and meaningful ways.” Please join us! 

 

 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
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Woman to Woman       November 2024 
I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. for the blessings you have bestowed on me; help me to be forever grateful. 10¢ 
2. for taking away the fears that make me hesitate to help others. 10¢ 
3. for our families that we cherish so much; be with them always. 5¢ 
4. for giving your life so that everyone may know your love. 20¢ 
5. that I have you to provide me hope in the depth of my despair. Help me to remember 

that you have everything under control. 20¢ 
6. for the promise of resurrection. 25¢ 
7. for the good that comes to me. Open my eyes so that I can see it all. 15¢ 
8. for your instructions and teachings. Give us courage to follow through Christ. 20¢ 
9. Help us to use our gifts with confidence to do your work in the world. 10¢ 
10. for Veteran’s Day; a time to remember the sacrifices of our armed forces and their 

commitment to keep us safe around the world. 25¢ 
11. for guiding us to remember that we are the church, the living body of Christ in the 

world. 10¢ 
12. for those who take care of our beautiful building. Bless them. 20¢ 
13. for helping us to entrust each day and each new tomorrow to you. 15¢ 
14. for Messiah Lutheran Church as we work together “to help people grow a faith in Jesus 

Christ that works in real life.” 25¢ 
15.  for my ears to hear your call to me to follow your will. 20¢ 
16. for all those people who need healing and comfort in their time of need. 5¢ 
17. for our trust in you that we may turn to you always. 10¢ 
18. for being constantly with me as I eat, work, play, and serve. 5¢ 
19. for the peace that you give me in times of stress. 20¢ 
20. for my eyes and I pray for those who can’t see. 10¢ 
21. for helping us to serve others so your name may be praised. 25¢ 
22. for trusting you during life’s challenges. 5¢ 
23. for hearing our prayers as we call out to you for love and strength. 25¢ 
24. for choosing to walk in the way of the Lord. 10¢ 
25. for your peace that you give us and may we spread to others. 25¢ 
26. for your faithfulness to us that endures forever. 50¢ 
27. for comfort and consolation to those who mourn. 20¢ 
28. for this Thanksgiving Day to share our abundance with our family and neighbors. $1 
29. for quiet witnesses of Christ who enrich our church and community. 10¢ 
30. for God’s infinite wisdom and strength. 25¢ 

Please bring or send your offering to church on November 24 
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CARE & NURTURE 

Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer 
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 
For members and friends of the congregation: 

Loraine Bickford 
Val Neuhouser 
Evelyn Neuhouser 
Chad Sparkman 
Katie Reff 
Anita Ebert 
Irene Kite 
Chris Waldron 
Stephanie Welbaum 
 

For the men and women of our Armed Services:  
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black) 
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook) 
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie) 
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) 
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) 
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Food Bank News 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,  
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items especially needed this month are canned 
vegetables, egg noodles, shampoo, body soap, toothbrushes, and deodorant. 

 

Cold Kids 

Crisp weather has returned and hats, gloves, and scarves will soon be needed for our area 
elementary school kids. Also needed are lengths of fleece fabric (1/3 yard or more). Please 
place any donations in the Cold Kids bin in Satre Hall. Thank you for helping to keep our 
kids warm this winter. Contact Charnell at bcwmarker@aol.com with any questions.  

 

2024 Christmas Family Program 

This year our Christmas Family Program will be chaired by Joyce Black. She has begun 
assembling her team. The families that we’ll be helping this year will be those that are 
either Messiah members or are affiliated with the Messiah Childcare program. 
Additionally, this year the children will be the focus of receiving gifts instead of everyone 
in a particular household. Please be on the lookout for additional information in the 
coming weeks! We are excited to be running this program again for our Messiah families.  

 

 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

mailto:bcwmarker@aol.com
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OPERATIONS 

 

 

Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year.  Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects.  If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer.  If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.   

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that 
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial 
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously!  This is 
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation.  
These funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated 
by Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or 
service projects of your choosing.  Please consider directing your Action Teams to support 
Messiah.  If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office.  We are more than willing to work with you throughout 
the application and reporting process. 

 

Have you considered planned giving? 

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a gift now 
or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your loved ones. 
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Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 
Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 
Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com 
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com 

 

Church Board Email Addresses 
Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com  

Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com   

Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 

Mary Satre mesatre@comcast.net 

Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 

OPERATIONS (cont) 

mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
mailto:cory@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:denise@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
mailto:%22Steven%20Berlin%22%20%3Csteveber%40hotmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Beth%20Crilly%22%20%3Cbac1011%40msn.com%3E
mailto:srmusolf@gmail.com
mailto:%22Cynthia%20Riebersal%22%20%3Ccariebersal%40gmail.com%3E
mailto:%22Mary%20Satre%22%20%3Cmesatre%40comcast.net%3E
mailto:%22Steve%20Van%20Wyngarden%22%20%3Cstevevanw%40comcast.net%3E


 

The Messenger       November 2024            19 

Christmas is a season when people can come together. While misunderstanding and 
difference over politics, faith tradition and race can be divisive, the spirit of Christmas and 
the power of music provide opportunity for us to see past our differences and find com-
mon ground and unity. 

"Worthy - A Christmas Cantata" is one of the most exciting contemporary African Ameri-
can musical collections of our time. 

"Worthy" was written by Chicago recording artist and music educator Lana Manson and 
produced by her husband, world-renowned jazz bassist Michael Manson. Each song is a 
soulful celebration of the extraordinary love that God has demonstrated through the birth 
of His son, Jesus. The rhythms of this composition are a sharp contrast to traditional clas-
sics, but the message of love and redemption as the true meaning of Christmas remains 
the same. 

Featuring Lana Manson's Chicago Cantata Chorale and vocalists from across Fort Wayne 
comprising the Fort Wayne Community Chorus, this concert offers something for every-
one. Singers from diverse ethnic backgrounds and various Christian traditions are coming 
together to sing praises and share in the spirit of Christmas. All are welcome! 

Join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the spirit of Christmas, and raise donations for a 
great cause - *Habitat for Humanity of Greater Fort Wayne! 

*This year's free concert is a fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity of Greater Fort Wayne. 
Habitat for Humanity is a 501c3 nonprofit organization that helps low-income individuals 
achieve home ownership through financial literacy, volunteer construction, and no-
interest mortgages. For more information or to make a donation, please visit 
www.habitatgfw.com 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/worthy-a-christmas-cantata-tickets-1004010681977?
aff=erelexpmlt 

https://habitatgfw.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/worthy-a-christmas-cantata-tickets-1004010681977?aff=erelexpmlt
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/worthy-a-christmas-cantata-tickets-1004010681977?aff=erelexpmlt
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Inclement Weather Policy 

As the winter season approaches, we want to remind everyone of Messiah’s inclem-
ent Weather Policy. Obviously, we want to stress the importance of safety to all who par-
ticipate at Messiah. In the event of inclement weather, or the anticipation 
of inclement weather, here are the following schedules:  

 

Sundays: One service, at 10:00 AM only; no Sunday school. This will be decided no later 
than 7:00 AM.  

Please check local TV station listings. It will show: “Messiah Lutheran – Fort Wayne: 
10:00 AM Schedule”  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

 

Weekday Daytime Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 7:00 AM.  

Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

 

Weekday Evening Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 3:00 PM.  

You can call the Church Office.  

Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

OPERATIONS (cont) 

http://www.messiahlc.com/
http://www.messiahlc.com/
http://www.messiahlc.com/
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.  

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div. 
 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S. 

 

 
 

* 
 

Sunday Services 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
in person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


