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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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Participating With God in the Renewal of All Things: 
A Foundation for Understanding the Bible 

At Messiah, our primary commitment is “To help people grow a faith in 
Jesus Christ that works in real life.” Over the past few months, we've 
explored several ideas that will help “in real life,” starting with how we 
read the Bible. We've talked about how it is helpful to read the Bible 
through four primary lenses: LOVE, GRACE, RELATIONSHIPS, and     

PARTICIPATION. 

Last time, we discussed relationships. Let’s wrap up this part of the conversation by dis-
cussing participation. 

God doesn’t expect us to just busy ourselves trying to do things for God. God is already at 
work making all things new. The invitation to us, as part of God’s family, is to join in. 
We’re called to participate with God in what God is already doing. 

 

God Is Already Making Things New 

If one big idea flows through the Bible, it’s this: God is constantly working to restore, heal, 
and renew everything. From the beginning—when God called creation “very good”—to 
the end of the story in Revelation, where we hear, “I’m making all things new,” it’s clear 
this isn’t about fixing the world by ourselves. It’s about joining God’s ongoing work of re-
newal. 

This isn’t just about changing individual hearts (although that’s part of it). It’s about mak-
ing everything right—relationships, communities, the systems we live in, and even crea-
tion itself. 

Think of it this way: God doesn’t sit back and wait for us to improve or fix all the broken-
ness. Instead, God invites us to be part of something much bigger, a project already un-
derway. 

 

What Does It Mean to Participate? 

Participating with God isn’t about adding more to your to-do list or proving your worth. 
It’s about noticing where God is already moving and stepping into that story. 
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Take Jesus, for example. When Jesus said, “Follow me,” it wasn’t just about belief—it was 
an invitation to do something. Jesus healed people, fed the hungry, welcomed the out-
cast, and showed what love in action looks like. That’s what participation means: showing 
up and joining in wherever love, healing, and justice are happening. 

So, what does this look like for us? It might be: 

Choosing to forgive someone when it’s easier to hold a grudge. 

Standing up for someone who’s being mistreated. 

Volunteering time or resources to help someone in need. 

Taking small steps to care for creation, like reducing waste or planting trees. 

Participation isn’t about grand gestures—it’s about paying attention to what’s right in 
front of you and joining in. 

 

Reading the Bible Through the Lens of Participation 

When we read the Bible as an invitation to participate, it shifts everything. The Bible stops 
feeling like a rulebook and starts feeling like a conversation with God about what’s possi-
ble. 

Take the story of the Good Samaritan. It’s not just a story about being friendly to 
strangers. It’s an invitation to ask, “Who’s my neighbor? And how can I love them today?” 
Or think about Jesus’ resurrection—not just as a promise for life after death, but as a re-
minder that new life and renewal are possible here and now. 

 

We’re Not Meant to Do This Alone 

One of the best parts about participating with God is that it’s not something we do alone. 
God’s work happens in community. The Bible calls us “co-workers” in God’s service. That 
means we’re in this together, bringing our unique gifts and supporting each other along 
the way. 

At Messiah, this is what being part of the family of God looks like. We show up for each 
other, encourage, and work together to join in what God’s already doing in the world. 
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How Can You Join In? 

So, as you think about this, here’s a question: Where do you see God at work around you? 
It could be something small—a conversation, a moment of kindness, a need you notice in 
your community. 

The good news is that participation isn’t about striving to impress God or checking off a 
list. It’s about showing up with your heart, hands, and time and letting God work through 
you. 

When we join God’s work, we become part of something bigger than ourselves. We get to 
see love in action, healing in real-time, and hope breaking through the cracks. That’s not 
just a better way to read the Bible—it’s a better way to live! 
 

Peace Be With You, 

Pastor Brian 
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

A Time of Waiting, a Humble Birth 

Advent is here again. It is a time of waiting, not for the birth of a baby, 
but for the full coming of the kingdom of God. It will be a kingdom of jus-
tice, kindness, and peace. It will be a time when the poor and needy are 
lifted up and treated with dignity, when those with voices will speak up 
for the powerless, when opposing factions will seek reconciliation in 

place of war, when the lion lies down with the lamb. This is the meaning of advent, and 
this is why we wait and pray and hope. 

And then comes Christmas. It is the birth of Emmanuel, God-with-us, who came “to 
preach good news to the poor, proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord.” (Luke 4:18-19) These are truly tidings of great joy. All glory, thanks, and praise 
be to God! 

Please join us for worship each Sunday in Advent and for these special days: 

Sunday, December 15, one service at 10:00 a.m. Children’s Christmas Program. The chil-
dren of Messiah proudly present an original production, “The Light Before Christmas.” 
This special program is one you won’t want to miss! 

Sunday, December 15, 7:00 p.m. Longest Night Service. A special service for those who 
are grieving. 

Tuesday, December 24. Christmas Eve Services. Four services with various styles of wor-
ship give worshippers the opportunity to find one that fits their schedules and worship 
preferences. Our 1:00 p.m. service is a traditional service. At 5:30 Messiah’s Worship 
Team will lead our praise service, and at 7:30 the Sanctuary Choir and organ will lead our 
Festival Service. The day concludes with an 11:00 p.m. Service of Lessons and Carols that 
ends in the opening minutes of Christmas Day. All services include Holy Communion and 
lighting of candles while singing “Silent Night.” 

We hope to see you at one or more of these service times. 

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,  

Stan Engle 
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 Hello People of God, 

 By the time that you read this, fall will be here fully and 
maybe we would have even had, dare we say it…snow! My 
prayer is that you all had wonderful times of Thanksgiving 
with family and friends. Let us not forget that in this season 
we are praying for many who may not have felt very thankful. 
I am always amazed at how much any one person is carrying 
with them at any given time. We pray to a God that knows, 
and we pray for God’s presence to fall on all of those who are 

searching for something to be thankful for. We are entering an Advent season that for 
many is not a time of joy. Let us remember them in our prayers that the Holy Spirit will 
lovingly fall over them.  

 This last month, I began to participate in the “visitation” part of my ministry. It has 
been an uplifting and yet sobering experience for me to be able to sit with people of God 
as they are journeying through illness or loss. Of course, I am working with Pastor Dave 
Williamson, our Visitation Pastor and Pastor Brian to coordinate visitation times. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact one of us if you desire a visit.  

 Currently, we are working on a “Time and Talent” card. Well, it’s not really a card but 
a full sheet of paper! I know that the congregation has in times past filled these out and 
sent them in and we’ve had mixed results. We’ve tried to incorporate the volunteer op-
portunities that are current in this post-COVID time. Look for this to come to you early 
2025.  

 For 2025, we are also looking at having targeted outreach opportunities for each 
month. While understanding that “Food Pantry” and “Baby Wipes” are continual con-
cerns, we’d like to “spotlight” other outreach opportunities that Messiah is involved in. 
We’d like the congregation to know who is heading up the effort as well as who the bene-
ficiaries of our gifts are. We hope to begin this early 2025.  

 Finally, I just want to say thank you to all of you who volunteer to usher, who volun-
teer to greet, who are communion assistants, and who volunteer spreading good cheer 
and coffee at our coffee bar. I greatly appreciate your efforts and your grace when there 
have been “bumps” in the road. You are so very important to the life of our congregation. 
THANK YOU! May the peace of Christ be with you all as we enter this Advent season.  

Deacon Eric Black 
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Christmas is a season when people can come together. While misunderstanding and 
difference over politics, faith tradition and race can be divisive, the spirit of Christmas and 
the power of music provide opportunity for us to see past our differences and find com-
mon ground and unity. 

"Worthy - A Christmas Cantata" is one of the most exciting contemporary African Ameri-
can musical collections of our time. 

"Worthy" was written by Chicago recording artist and music educator Lana Manson and 
produced by her husband, world-renowned jazz bassist Michael Manson. Each song is a 
soulful celebration of the extraordinary love that God has demonstrated through the birth 
of His son, Jesus. The rhythms of this composition are a sharp contrast to traditional clas-
sics, but the message of love and redemption as the true meaning of Christmas remains 
the same. 

Featuring Lana Manson's Chicago Cantata Chorale and vocalists from across Fort Wayne 
comprising the Fort Wayne Community Chorus, this concert offers something for every-
one. Singers from diverse ethnic backgrounds and various Christian traditions are coming 
together to sing praises and share in the spirit of Christmas. All are welcome! 

Join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the spirit of Christmas, and raise donations for a 
great cause - *Habitat for Humanity of Greater Fort Wayne! 

*This year's free concert is a fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity of Greater Fort Wayne. 
Habitat for Humanity is a 501c3 nonprofit organization that helps low-income individuals 
achieve home ownership through financial literacy, volunteer construction, and no-
interest mortgages. For more information or to make a donation, please visit 
www.habitatgfw.com 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/worthy-a-christmas-cantata-tickets-1004010681977?
aff=erelexpmlt 

https://habitatgfw.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/worthy-a-christmas-cantata-tickets-1004010681977?aff=erelexpmlt
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/worthy-a-christmas-cantata-tickets-1004010681977?aff=erelexpmlt
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Longest Night (A Service of Hope and Remembrance) is a simple, reflective worship gath-
ering to remember our loved ones no longer with us. 

Expressions of joy, excitement, and happiness often mark the Christmas season. It’s a time 
for families to gather and churches to worship. It is a time to draw attention to the hope 
found in the coming of the Christ child. However, this time of joy and expectation can 
often overshadow the pain and hurt many people experience during this season when 
their grief rises to the surface. 

Join us for this simple, reflective worship gathering to hold space for those who grieve and 
to remember loved ones no longer with us. 
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GROWTH & LEARNING 

Sunday Children’s Ministry 

• As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School during the 10:30 
service for ages 3 through 6th grade.   

• Families will begin by starting the church service together – so take your kids with 
you into church!  We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release them to their 
respective classrooms afterwards.   

• Our classes are:  Ages 3 – Prekindergarten, Room 6;  Grades K – 3, Room 5;  Grades   
4 – 6, Room 8.  These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Childcare side. 

• Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another cool 
story with some fun activities! 

• Please register your child at the following link  https://
forms.gle/9yXhmSDwpYUxdDn98. 

• If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School 
please contact Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com 

 

Sunday School in December 

No Sunday School or Youth Groups on Sundays, December 29 or January 5. 

 

Children’s Christmas Program Sunday, December 15  

Mark your calendars!  The Children’s Christmas Program will be on Sunday, December 15,  
10:00 AM. Come celebrate with us as we share with you “The Light Before Christmas.” 

Practice Schedule: 

During Sunday School, Sunday, December 8 

Dress Rehearsal, Saturday, December 14, 9:00-11:00 AM 

PLEASE DRESS YOUR CHILD IN THEIR SUNDAY BEST FOR THE PROGRAM. 

 

https://forms.gle/9yXhmSDwpYUxdDn98
https://forms.gle/9yXhmSDwpYUxdDn98
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

Saturday, December 7 -  Nativity Lights Set Up 

The Youth Group will be meeting the Men’s Group at the Youth House Saturday, Decem-
ber 7, at 9:00 AM to set up the Christmas Nativity Lights on the East lawn. Of course, 
women are welcome, too! Meet at the Youth House at 9:00 AM; we’ll get the lights set up 
then enjoy donuts and coffee! 

 

Saturday December 7 - Christmas Lighting Celebration and Santa! 

Join us on Saturday, December 7, for the official lighting of Messiah’s exterior Christmas 
lights display! There’ll be hot chocolate, cookies, music and a visit from Santa!! Festivities 
begin 5:30 PM on the East lawn of the church in front of the lights for the official lighting!  
Santa visits will be begin around 5:45 PM (in the Narthex) and last until 7:00 PM, or until 
everyone has seen Santa. Activities, hot chocolate, and cookies will be in the gym. Regis-
tration with Santa is required. This is simply to make sure we have enough goodies for all 
the kids. This is a free event, but we will be collecting gloves and hats for our Bags of 
Grace ministry and FWCS. Registration for Santa closes at noon on December 6. You can 
contact Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com, with any questions. 

Registration link & QR code:  https://forms.gle/A8gkR38Sj6APfexAA  

 

Sunday, December 8 - Noisy Offering  

Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, December 8, at both services.  Monies from Noisy Offer-
ing will go towards helping with Confirmation Camp next summer and upcoming mission 
trips. 

 

Saturday, December 14 - PULSE Christmas Celebration 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 14, for our PULSE Christmas celebration! 
We’ll meet at the Youth House at 4:00 PM – there will be some food, some fun, and some 
service work. Please let Heidi know if you are planning on attending. Watch your PULSE 
weekly emails for detailed information! 
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Sunday, December 15 - CIA/EDGE Christmas Celebration 

The EDGE (5th & 6th graders)  and CIA (7th & 8th graders) youth groups will be meeting at 
the Youth House on Sunday, December 15, from 12:00-2:00 PM to have a Christmas cele-
bration! We will be having a breakfast pancake bar, games, and a $10 gift exchange. 
Please have your child bring a $10 gift that can be either for a boy or girl. 

 

Sunday, December 15 - Young Adult Coffee Hour 

Recently graduated from high school? Still in college? Join us on Sunday, December 15, 
from 4:00-5:00 PM for a cup of coffee (or whatever drink you choose!) at Starbucks inside 
the Kroger on St. Joe Center Road. 

 

Messiah Student Ministries 

Watch emails and The Messenger for student ministry info.  If you know a student who 
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let heidi@messiahlc.com know. 
Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through emails also.  

Link to this registration:  https://forms.gle/STC7a3yPhpHANvnCA 

 

Pulse  

• PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12.   
• Saturday, December 7 – Setting up Christmas Lights, Youth House, 9:00 AM 
• Saturday, December 7 – Christmas Lighting Celebration, 5:30 PM  
• Saturday, December 14 – Christmas Party, Youth House, 4:00 PM 
• No PULSE on Sundays, December 29 and January 5 
 

CIA  
• CIA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for 

Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when the kids go 
through classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year.  

• Saturday, December 7 – Setting up Christmas Lights, Youth House, 9:00 AM 
• Saturday, December 7 – Christmas Lighting Celebration – 5:30 PM  

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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• Sunday, December 15 – EDGE/CIA Christmas Party, Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM.   
Please let Heidi know if your student will be able to make it. 

• No CIA on Sundays, December 29 and January 5 
 

EDGE  
• EDGE is our youth group for students entering 5th and 6th grades in Fall 2023.  Why 

EDGE?  Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers!  
EDGE is still part of our children’s Sunday School program and will have their own 
Bible study on Sundays during the second service at 10:30 in room #4 (west hallway 
of childcare). 

• In EDGE Bible Study this month we will be studying Christmas lessons. 
• Saturday, December 7 – Setting up Christmas Lights, Youth House, 9:00 AM 
• Saturday, December 7 – Christmas Lighting Celebration, 5:30 PM  
• Sunday, December 8 – Sunday School Bible Study, 10:30 AM. We will also be practic-

ing for the Christmas program during Bible Study. 
• Saturday, December 14 – 9:00-11:00 AM, Christmas Program Practice 
• Sunday, December 15 – One service at 10:00 AM; Sunday School Christmas program 
• Sunday, December 15 – EDGE/CIA Christmas party, Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM. 

Please let Heidi know if your student will be able to make it. 
• No Bible Study or Youth House on Sundays, December 29 and January 5. 

 

Adult Bible Studies 

Tuesday Quest, 9 AM:  This group studies the upcoming Sunday readings.    

Wednesday, 10 AM: This month’s topic is Mary Oliver’s The Poetry of Advent.  

Thursday, 10 AM:  This month’s topic is Mary Oliver’s The Poetry of Advent.  

Thursday Good News Study Group, 6:30 PM: Currently on hiatus. 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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Woman to Woman       December 2024 
I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. for hearing the good news of Jesus, the Messiah, and sharing that news with others! 5 
2. for Mary, a young girl who had complete faith in you. Do I? 10¢ 
3. that I have you and I pray for those who do not. 15¢ 
4. for preparation of the way for the truth of God’s Word revealed in Jesus Christ. 25¢ 
5. for the prayers offered to all those who are in need this season; physically, emotionally and spiritually. 

Bless them with your love. 10¢ 
6. for your unending grace and love through Christ. 10¢ 
7. for those military men and women who are serving our country around the world. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with them during this season. 10¢ 
8. for our trust in you to heal our body and souls. 25¢ 
9. for Pastor Brian, Deacon Eric and our church staff; give them strength and God’s love. 10¢ 
10. for the gift of good health and I pray for those who do not have it. 5¢ 
11. for reminding me to reach out in your Name to hurting and lonely people at this time of year. 10¢ 
12. for guiding me in my journey of faith. 15¢ 
13. for the firemen and women and police officers and all first responders who work so hard to protect us 

always. 10¢ 
14. for each person who has shined the light of Christ into my life. 10¢ 
15. for the Christmas story as told through the music of this season. 50¢ 
16. for our teachers who spread the love and knowledge of Jesus in person or by digital contact. 10¢ 
17. for the mail carriers and all the surprises they bring and I pray for them. 10¢ 
18. for the celebration of Jesus’ birth as told through the children’s program. 50¢ 
19. for opening our hearts to know the joy of your presence. 10¢ 
20. for calming my heart and clearing my mind---turn my eyes to you Lord. 5¢ 
21. for giving us a time to have our lives renewed this Christmas. 15¢ 
22. for the salesclerk who helped me today. May I show patience at this busy time of year. 10¢ 
23. for Mary whose anxiety was always eased by God as she followed her mission to give the world Our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 10¢ 
24. for the innkeeper who did let Joseph use his stable. Would I be willing to let a pregnant woman and 

her husband stay in my garage? 25¢ 
25. for this glorious Christmas Day to praise our newborn Savior! $1.00 
26. for the lowly babe who was born for me. Help me to realize the magnitude of it all and thank God for 

Our Savior. 20¢ 
27. for the angels. Would I hear them, or would I say, “What is that noise?” 5¢ 
28. for the lowly shepherds who went immediately to Jesus in the stable. 10¢ 
29. for the gift of forgiveness that you have for me. Help me to forgive someone. 25¢ 
30. for walking continually with me in 2024. 5¢ 
31. for the past, present, and future. Help me to trust you more each day in 2025. $1.00 
 

Please bring or send offerings to church on one of the last Sundays of month: December 22 or 29 
Thank you to all members who have contributed to the Woman-to-Woman fund throughout this year. These contribu-
tions help women in need throughout the year and particularly at Christmas. Please continue to pray for all women and 
their special needs this coming year of 2025. 
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CARE & NURTURE 

Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer 
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 

For members and friends of the congregation: 
Becky Levi 
Lauren Simerman 
Erica Dold 
Chuck Ellis 
Jerry Strope 
Rhea Tinker 
Loraine Bickford 
Val Neuhouser 
Evelyn Neuhouser 
Katie Reff 
Anita Ebert 
Irene Kite 
Chris Waldron 
Stephanie Welbaum 
 

For the men and women of our Armed Services:  
Cathy Eaken (niece of Nancy Hickman) 
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black) 
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook) 
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze) 
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) 
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) 
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OPERATIONS 

Food Bank News 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,  
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items especially needed this month are canned fruit, 
canned soup, tuna, pasta, crackers, mac & cheese, and feminine products. 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

Messiah Lutheran Church Annual Meeting November 17, 2024 

Call to order: Board Chairperson Mary Satre called the meeting to order at 11:17 AM. 

Prayer: Pastor Brian led the congregation in prayer. 

Quorum: There were 82 voting members in attendance. All voted for the consent agenda, 
it was 2nd, and no opposed votes. 

Treasurer’s report: 2023 year-end report and September 2024 year-to-date report were 
presented by Shelly Musolf.  Voted to approve the 2023 year-end report. No discussion. 

Board Member election:  This is Mary Satre’s last year of her 2nd term and she will be leav-
ing the board at end of 2024. Shelly Musolf was reelected to serve on the board for anoth-
er 3-year term. Sondra Blankenhorn-Clark was elected to a 3-year term. 

Budget: The 2025 operating budget was presented by Finance Chair Emily Keltner.  Voted 
to approve the 2025 operating budget and motion moved.  There was a question/
suggestion related to staff development line items to be changed to Pastor and Deacon. 
This will be changed to the Pastor and Deacon from Senior Pastor and Associate Pastor. 
No other discussion. Motion passed. 

No other items of business. 

Adjournment: After the Lord’s prayer, the meeting was adjourned at 11:28 AM. 

Steve Berlin, Board Secretary 
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Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year.  Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects.  If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer.  If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.   

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that 
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial 
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously!  This is 
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation.  
These funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated 
by Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or 
service projects of your choosing.  Please consider directing your Action Teams to support 
Messiah.  If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office.  We are more than willing to work with you throughout 
the application and reporting process. 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Do you have Choice Dollars to share?  The Thrivent Choice program lets eligible members 
recommend where some of Thrivent Financials’ charitable outreach funds go by directing 
Choice Dollars.  Visit www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice to direct yours today!  

 

Have you considered planned giving? 

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a gift now 
or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your loved ones. 

 

OPERATIONS (cont) 

mailto:www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards  

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s 
how to get started:  Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create 
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click 
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran 
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice).  Our organization number is VU077. 
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family 
and friends to enroll as well. 

 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 
Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 
Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com 
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com 

 

Church Board Email Addresses 
Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com  

Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com   

Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 

Mary Satre mesatre@comcast.net 

Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 
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Inclement Weather Policy 

As the winter season approaches, we want to remind everyone of Messiah’s inclem-
ent Weather Policy. Obviously, we want to stress the importance of safety to all who par-
ticipate at Messiah. In the event of inclement weather, or the anticipation 
of inclement weather, here are the following schedules:  

 

Sundays: One service, at 10:00 AM only; no Sunday school. This will be decided no later 
than 7:00 AM.  

Please check local TV station listings. It will show: “Messiah Lutheran – Fort Wayne: 
10:00 AM Schedule”  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

 

Weekday Daytime Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 7:00 AM.  

Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

 

Weekday Evening Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 3:00 PM.  

You can call the Church Office.  

Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

OPERATIONS (cont) 

http://www.messiahlc.com/
http://www.messiahlc.com/
http://www.messiahlc.com/
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.  

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div. 
 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S. 

 

 
 

* 
 

Sunday Services 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
in person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


