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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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God’s Endless Patience for a World That Tests It

“Because that’s our policy, sir.”

“That’s ridiculous! There’s nothing in this store | would ever want.”
“We can’t give you cash on returns with a gift receipt; we only offer
store credit. It’s store policy.”

“Harrumph!”

You wonder how many times today she will have to deal with people
like that as he stomps by, swearing under his breath and carrying his new “gift card” for
“Stuff-1-Don’t-Want-R-Us.”

The line snakes through the aisles of the big box store, past shelves stuffed with leftover
holiday clearance. You clutch a bag of returns—an ill-fitting sweater, a gadget you’ll never
use. The air feels heavy—a mix of stale coffee from the employee breakroom and the
sharp tang of plastic packaging—as the fluorescent lights above drain the life from your
body.

You glance around, assessing the other shoppers. They should’ve come earlier. Why didn’t
they check the return policy? It’s easy to feel annoyed, and you mentally tally who de-
serves your patience today, passing the time while passing judgment.

Not that guy.

Not her.

She’s OK.

Aww, they look so sweet.
Definitely not him!

In moments like these, when we're caught between impatience and judgment, we’re con-
fronted with an uncomfortable truth: We often live with a checklist for who “deserves”
our kindness, patience, and love. But imagine if God’s love worked the same way—if
God’s patience ran out or if God ranked us by our worthiness.

Thankfully, God doesn’t grow weary in the return line of humanity. God doesn’t tally
points or snap when we test His patience for the hundredth or thousandth time. Scripture
reminds us that God is "slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love" (Psalm 103:8). God’s
love is wild, free, and all-encompassing.

God’s patience isn’t passive—God’s love is active and enduring. It leans in when we’re
most unworthy. It waits when we falter. Love gives us another chance when we’ve squan-
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dered all the others. God’s love isn’t just wild; it’s also steadfast, a love that refuses to
give up on us, no matter how often we get it wrong.

Think of Jesus:

* He didn’t snap at Peter for his impulsive mistakes or lose patience with Thomas for
doubting.

* He didn’t withhold love from Zacchaeus, who cheated his neighbors, or from the
woman at the well, whose past was full of brokenness.

* Even on the cross, He offered forgiveness to the thief beside Him and prayed for
those who mocked Him.

This is love—love that endures, persists, and offers itself over and over again.

Why Patience and Love Go Hand in Hand

When we act out of impatience—whether in line at the store or in our relationships—it’s
often because we’ve forgotten how God deals with us. God’s infinite patience is a reflec-

tion of His infinite love. He doesn’t measure our worthiness, hold grudges, or demand we
earn His favor. Instead, He meets us in our mess with grace upon grace.

Our impatience often stems from a scarcity mindset. We think there’s not enough time,
energy, or grace for “people like that” (insert whoever those people are for you). But
God’s love reminds us that patience flows from abundance. The more aware we are of
God’s limitless love for us, the more likely we will realize we have more than enough to
extend it to others.

And here’s the thing: God’s infinite patience isn’t just a gift; it’s an invitation. When we
receive it, we're called to reflect it. This doesn’t mean we ignore boundaries or enable
harm, but it does mean we let go of our mental checklists. God’s love doesn’t rank people
by worthiness, nor should ours. The point is to remember how God has met you with pa-
tience and grace—more times than you can count. What might happen if you let that love
fill you to overflowing?

As this new year unfolds, may we let go of our checklists and embrace the freedom of lov-
ing others as God loves us: wildly, boundlessly, and with a patience that never gives up.

Peace Be With You,

Pastor Brian
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MUSIC & WORSHIP

Happy New Year!

We all hope that each new year will be better than the preceding one,
but we also know that each year brings a mixture of good and bad news.
We can’t predict what will happen, but there is one thing of which we can
be certain: God’s love never fails. In our Bible reading, in our personal
prayers, and in our worship together we hear the constant reminder that
God is with us through all of life’s experiences, holding us, sustaining us, loving us. May
this assurance sustain you and keep you throughout this coming year.

While January is less busy than December, we still have several special Sundays. We hope
you will join us for each Sunday’s worship, whether it be the 9:00 a.m. traditional service
or the 10:30 a.m. praise service.

Sunday, January 5. Second Sunday of Christmas. This Sunday is the last chance to sing
Christmas carols this season, so come and sing in the new year with enthusiasm and joy!

Sunday, January 12. Baptism of Our Lord. As we hear the story of Jesus’ baptism in the
Jordan River, we recall our own baptisms and the promises that they embody. We espe-
cially remember those of our congregation who were baptized during the past year. It is
truly a time to give thanks to God for this special gift.

Finally, a reminder that the sanctuary choir is always looking for new members. Whether
you are an experienced choir singer or a first-time member, we would love to have you
join us. If you are interested, text or phone me at (260) 249-8022. We hope to see you
soon!

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God!
For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,
Stan Engle
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Hello Messiah People of God,

By the time that you get this, we will have left Advent be-
hind and the hustle and bustle of Christmas will be done. As |
ponder this, | think about Mary and Joseph. For them, the big
and blessed event has taken place. Angels, shepherds, and
wise men have all returned home. | wonder if they, like we,
suffer from a little of post-Christmas let down. Our schedules
return to something resembling normalcy. If we’ve been off
work, it is time to go back. So, is this it? Is this all there is, this
cycle of waiting, and excitement of waiting fulfilled, and then ZAP! Back to the grind. |
dare think that Mary and Joseph also experienced this time when they returned to their
“grind.” Baby Jesus needed feeding and he needed clothes. Joseph had to go back to
work. For Mary, the household needed tending. Meals needed to be cooked. Trips to the
market had to be made. The wise men’s gifts made things a little better but eventually, it
ran out. It’s easy to leave our joy in December. But our good news is Christ is in the world.
Christ is in the world as much in June as he was in December. Let us remember all the
people that we thought of in the “Christmas season.” Let us continue to keep in the fore-
front of our hearts the causes that we supported. Let us remember the joy in the faces of
our children present and past as they opened their presents. That joy of Christ being in
the world can be our very real boost when the world is making our lives difficult. As we go
back to the “grind,” let us never forget, it is truly how many people that we can lift up that
matters. Therein, we will continue to find our joy.

What do you think of when you hear the words “Bible Study?” Some people think im-
mediately that it’s all about the contents of the Bible. And that would be correct and stud-
ying the Bible and its application to our lives today is totally awesome as far as | am con-
cerned. But what if there was a different approach to Bible Study that invited us to con-
sider modern authors and what God has put on their hearts that would speak to us in this
day and time. Pastor Dave Williamson offers us such an approach. Pastor Dave would like
to offer a four-week book study/Bible study on the book “Faithful Yet Changing: The
Church in Challenging Times” It was written by Bishop Mark S. Hanson who was the pre-
siding bishop of the ELCA from 2001-2013. The book’s description is as follows: Bishop
Hanson sets forth his vision for the church-a church faithful to the Scriptures and its tradi-
tion yet changing to meet the new challenges of our diverse, fragmented world. Bishop
Hanson issues an urgent call to mission marked by witnessing, worshiping, engaging,
equipping, inviting, connecting, changing, and praying. The book invites congregations,
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pastors, and lay leaders into a “holy conversation” to envision the future of the church
and its mission. If you think that a discussion of this kind would interest you, please con-
tact Pastor Dave at cubswin1954@gmail.com or pastordave@messiahlc.com.

Finally friends, | would just like to say a word of thanks to all of you that contribute to
our food bank ministries. We contribute to three local food banks. They are Faith and
Light, Maplewood Mennonite and Purdue University. Your contributions have been out-
standing and | along with all of the people who will have food to eat because of you thank
you! The need continues to grow. Additionally, please remember our childcare. Baby
wipes are in constant need. THANK YOU!

Peace to all of You,

Deacon Eric Black

GROWTH & LEARNING

Sunday Children’s Ministry

e As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School during the 10:30
service for ages 3 through 6" grade.

¢ Families will begin by starting the church service together — so take your kids with
you into church! We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release them to their
respective classrooms afterwards.

e Our classes are: Ages 3 — Prekindergarten, Room 6; Grades K— 3, Room 5; Grades
4 -6, Room 8. These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Childcare side.

e Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another cool story with some
fun activities!

e Please register your child at this link https://forms.gle/9yXhmSDwpYUxdDn98

¢ If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School please contact
Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

THERE WILL NOT BE SUNDAY SCHOOL OR YOUTH GROUPS ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 5.

Messiah’s Christmas Party and Santa Visit

Thanks to all who helped with our Christmas Party and Santa! We had over 30 church and
childcare families participate! There were many hands involved — from putting up the
Nativity lights, helping with the activities, baking cookies, set up and clean up, and of
course our visit with Santal!!!!

Noisy Offering and Donut Sunday

Monies from Donut Sunday and Noisy Offering will be go towards helping with Confirma-
tion Camp next summer and upcoming mission trips.

e Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, January 12 at both services.

e Donut Sunday will be Sunday, January 26, beginning at 9:30 in the Narthex.

Messiah Student Ministries

Watch emails and The Messenger for student ministry info. If you know a student who
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let heidi@messiahlc.com know.
Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through emails also.

Pulse

e PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12.

e Sunday, January 19 — Ice Skating at Headwaters Park. Meet at Youth House at noon,
leave for Headwaters Park at 12:30 PM. Please pick your students from Headwaters
Park Ice Skating rink at 2:30 PM.

e Sunday January 26, 12:00-2:00 PM — We will be meeting at the Youth House for
lunch, games, and conversation.
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CIA

ClIA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for
Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when the kids go
through classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year.
Sunday, January 12, 12:00-2:00 PM — EDGE/CIA will be meeting at the Youth House
for lunch, games, and conversation.

EDGE

EDGE is our youth group for students entering 5" and 6™ grades in Fall 2023. Why
EDGE? Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers!
EDGE is still part of our children’s Sunday School program and will have their own
Bible study on Sundays during the second service at 10:30 in room #4 (west hallway
of childcare).

Sunday, January 12, 12:00-2:00 PM — EDGE/CIA will be meeting at the Youth House
for lunch, games, and conversation.

Adult Bible Studies

Tuesday Quest, 9 AM: This group studies the upcoming Sunday readings Resumes
January 7.

Wednesday, 10 AM: Resumes January 8.
Thursday, 10 AM: Resumes January 9.
Thursday Good News Study Group, 6:30 PM: Currently on hiatus.
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Traditional Communion Service 9:00 AM
Praise Communion Service 10:30 AM

Monday

Tuesday

Wedr

Messiah Lutheran Church

www.messiahlc.com
Mon-Thurs 8:30 AM-4:30 PM; Fri 8:30-Noon
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815
Church Office 260-485-8716
Child Care Office 260-485-4613

1 New Yec

Office Closed
Pickleball 6:00-8:

Pickleball 6:00-8:00 PM (Satre Hall)
Stellhorn Grief Support Group
6:30-7:30 PM (Library)

7

Quest Bible Study 9:00 AM (Library)
TOPS 6:00 PM (Library)
Table Tennis 6:00 PM (Satre Hall)
Messiah Worship Team

7:00-8:30 PM (Sanctuary)

8

Bible Study 10:0(
Pickleball 6:00-8:

12 Baptism of Our Lord
Noisy Offering

Traditional Communion Service 9:00 AM
Praise Communion Service 10:30 AM

13

Pickleball 6:00-8:00 PM (Satre Hall)
Book Club 7:00 PM (Library)

14

Quest Bible Study 9:00 AM (Library)
Staff Meeting 10:30 AM (Conf Room)
TOPS 6:00 PM (Library)

15

Bible Study 10:0(
Pickleball 6:00-8:
Messiah Worshir

Traditional Communion Service 9:00 AM
Praise Communion Service 10:30 AM
Sunday School 10:30 AM (West Hallway)

Office Closed
Pickleball 6:00-8:00 PM (Satre Hall)
Stellhorn Grief Support Group

Quest Bible Study 9:00 AM (Library)
[TOPS 6:00 PM (Library)
Table Tennis 6:00 PM (Satre Hall)

Sunday School 10:30 AM (West Hallway) Table Tennis 6:00 PM (Satre Hall) 7:00-8:30 PM (
PALS 11:45 AM (Library)

EDGE/CIA 12:00-2:00 PM (Youth House)

Handbells 4:30 PM (Balcony)

19 Epiphany 2 20 M. L. King, Jr. Day 221 22

Bible Study 10:0(
Pickleball 6:00-8:
Messiah Worshir

Traditional Communion Service 9:00 AM
Praise Communion Service 10:30 AM
Sunday School 10:30 AM (West Hallway)
PULSE 12:00-2:00 PM (Youth House)
Handbells 4:30 PM (Balcony)

Staff Meeting 10:30 AM (Conf Room)
TOPS 6:00 PM (Library)
Table Tennis 6:00 PM (Satre Hall)

PULSE 12:00-2:00 PM (Youth House) 6:30-7:30 PM (Library) 7:00-8:30 PM (
Handbells 4:30 PM (Balcony)

26 Epiphany 3 27 28 29

Donut Sunday Pickleball 6:00-8:00 PM (Satre Hall) |Quest Bible Study 9:00 AM (Library) [Bible Study 10:0C

Pickleball 6:00-8:
Messiah Worshir
7:00-8:30 PM (




1esday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1r’s Day 2 3 4
AA/Al-Anon 7:30 PM (Library) Al-Anon 8:30 AM (Library)
00 PM (Satre Hall) Men’s Group 9:00 AM
(meet at Breakfast Clubb)
IAA 11:00 AM (Library)
9 10 11

) AM (Library)
00 PM (Satre Hall)

Quilters 9:00 AM-Noon (Satre Hall)
Bible Study 10:00 AM (Library)
Sanctuary Choir 6:30 PM (Balcony)

AA/AI-Anon 7:30 PM (Library)

Al-Anon 8:30 AM (Library)
IAA 11:00 AM (Library)

) AM (Library)

00 PM (Satre Hall)
 Team

Sanctuary)

16

Quilters 9:00 AM-Noon (Satre Hall)
Bible Study 10:00 AM (Library)
Sanctuary Choir 6:30 PM (Balcony)

17

AA/Al-Anon 7:30 PM (Library)

18

Al-Anon 8:30 AM (Library)
IAA 11:00 AM (Library)

) AM (Library)

00 PM (Satre Hall)
 Team

Sanctuary)

23

Quilters 9:00 AM-Noon (Satre Hall)
Bible Study 10:00 AM (Library)
Sanctuary Choir 6:30 PM (Balcony)

24

AA/Al-Anon 7:30 PM (Library)

25

Al-Anon 8:30 AM (Library)
IAA 11:00 AM (Library)

) AM (Library)

00 PM (Satre Hall)
 Team

Sanctuary)

30

Quilters 9:00 AM-Noon (Satre Hall)
Bible Study 10:00 AM (Library)
Sanctuary Choir 6:30 PM (Balcony)

31

AA/Al-Anon 7:30 PM (Library)




Woman to Woman January 2025
I am thankful, loving Father,

1.
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14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
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20.

21.

22.
23.
24,
25.

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

12

for this new year of 2025 and our hope and faith in you always. 25¢

that | know you and | pray for those who don’t. 10¢

for strengthening me with gratitude to serve you and be a blessing to others. 5¢

for our children—the face of the future. 10¢

for hopefulness in Christ’s love in this new year ahead. 20¢

for God’s warmth and light in the presence of Jesus. 10¢

for your gift of forgiveness. Is there someone in my life | need to forgive? Help me, Lord. 10¢
for the laundry | have to do and | pray for those who have no clothes. 5¢

for the gift of contentment. Help me, Lord. | have so much. 15¢

. for Pastor Brian, Deacon Eric, and all Messiah staff. | pray they seek your way always. 25¢

. for all those who serve in our military at home and away. Be with them, Lord. 25¢

. for giving us the gift of sight and we pray for those who cannot see. 10¢

. for your strength and peace as we weather the challenges and setbacks of our ever-changing

lives. 5¢

Help me to remember, Lord, that worry gets me nowhere, only frustrated. So | will give all
my worry to you. 10¢

Help me to open my mind to you so that you can fill it with faith. 20¢

that | have so much to give. Help me to remember that | have more than most people. 10¢
for being steadfast in your love for us and for all your children. 25¢

for revealing the Messiah to me to increase my faith in you. 10¢

for prayer and | pray that you teach me to use it. 15¢

for our past civil rights leader, Martin Luther King, and all leaders who stand up against injus-
tice in all forms. 25¢

for our first responders and snowplow workers who help us in time of need. We thank them
for their service. 10¢

for the Bible through which | can hear and see your presence. 10¢

for your great faithfulness to me. 20¢

that you grant me grace sufficient for the day. 10¢

for being there for those who are hurting physically, mentally, or emotionally. Let them
know your presence. 25¢

for missionaries throughout the world. Help them to spread the love of Jesus. 10¢

for the gift of the cross — reminding me of the price you paid for me. 15¢

for all the lives that touch mine. 10¢

for the warmth of your ever-present love during these cold winter days. 20¢

for the beauty of the crunching snow. It reminds me of your presence in all things. 10¢
that since | know you, | am never alone. 10¢

Please send or bring offering to church last Sunday of month—January 26
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CARE & NURTURE

Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar

Each month the Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar is published in the Messenger. Short prayers
are suggested for each day of the month to help women of our church with a prayer schedule.
After each prayer is a suggested amount for contributing to the Woman to Woman fund. At the
end of the month money can be brought to church or sent through the mail. This fund is an im-
portant way for women to help each other in time of need. We thank everyone who has contin-
ued to contribute to this mission and hope that the prayer calendar helps not only in a monetary
way, but in a spiritual way as well. May God Bless all of you for your continued prayers and dona-
tions.

Prayer List

Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. Names
will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer chain, please let
Karla know by email or calling the office.

For members and friends of the congregation:

Brenda Eishen Reggie & Diana Shull  Loraine Bickford  Steve Montez
Martha Shull James Olney family Jesse Parrish Nick Branfield
Michael Hofer Denny Jennifer Kristina

Harry Cindy Paige Mark Becky Levi

Lauren Simerman

For the men and women of our Armed Services:
Cathy Eaken (niece of Nancy Hickman)
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black)
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook)
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze)

Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) '\

Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) —( \\'\\ F\\\r, ))
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) “ )
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) N /\J
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) (3 Prayer \ .
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) Requests \E
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) (G o Q// B

Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker)
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CARE & NURTURE (cont)

Happy New Year!

What do those words conjure in your mind? Do you think “Oh no! | have to make
some stupid resolutions that | will only keep for 4 days or a week at the most but |
should because everyone does.” How about if we just slow down and just be? Most
importantly set aside a little time to practice gratitude.

Gratitude is defined as the quality of being thankful; readiness to show appreciation
and to return kindness. Gratitude like faith, is a muscle. The more you use it, the
stronger it gets. To be grateful is to find blessings in everything.

There are many health benefits of gratitude as it enhances your mood and increases
your empathy . It fosters hope and decreases stress and burnout. It can also improve
sleep and our physical and mental health.

| know that in our busy lives, none of us need one more thing to do BUT there are
things we can incorporate into our daily lives that will not add to your daily burdens. In
fact, we may even begin to see some of our daily tasks as no longer burdens but things
that can enhance our lives or others.

“To live with gratitude ever in our hearts is to touch heaven.” Thomas S Monson

So how do we begin living this life of gratitude? It is easy as saying Please and Thank
You to everyone — just as our parents taught us as children. It is a way to show re-
spect and kindness for even the smallest of items or tasks. Give of ourselves and our
unused items. (Don’t we hear that we need to start the new year by cleaning our clos-
et and purging?) There are a lot of hurting people in the world that would love to join
you for even a simple dinner around your table and you have to eat anyway! Start a
gratitude journal or add gratitude to your regular diary or journaling or even express
your thanks in a note to people who make your life special and you are particularly
grateful to have in your life.

“Everything we do should be a result of our gratitude for what God has done for
us.” Lauryn Hill

Messiah Parish Nurses
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OPERATIONS

Thrivent Action Teams

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

The Thrivent Action Team program is a fantastic benefit that can help offset the cost of
many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial Group's generosity programs
make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is FREE money that can be used
to directly support the ministries of our congregation. These funds do not come from
your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated by Thrivent to be used as seed
money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or service projects of your choosing.
Please consider directing your Action Teams to support Messiah. If you have any ques-
tions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent representative or the church
office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout the application and re-
porting process.

Thrivent Choice Dollars

Do you have Choice Dollars to share? The Thrivent Choice program lets eligible members
recommend where some of Thrivent Financials’ charitable outreach funds go by directing
Choice Dollars. Visit www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice to direct yours today!

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a gift now
or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your loved ones.
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OPERATIONS (cont)

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VUO77.
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family
and friends to enroll as well.

Church Staff Email Addresses

Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com

Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com

Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com

Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com

Church Board Email Addresses

16

Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com
Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com
Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com

Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net
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Inclement Weather Policy

As the winter season approaches, we want to remind everyone of Messiah’s inclem-

ent Weather Policy. Obviously, we want to stress the importance of safety to all who par-
ticipate at Messiah. In the event of inclement weather, or the anticipation

of inclement weather, here are the following schedules:

Sundays: One service, at 10:00 AM only; no Sunday school. This will be decided no later
than 7:00 AM.

Please check local TV station listings. It will show: “Messiah Lutheran — Fort Wayne:
10:00 AM Schedule”

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com

Check the Messiah Facebook page.

Weekday Daytime Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 7:00 AM.
Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com

Check the Messiah Facebook page.

Weekday Evening Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 3:00 PM.
You can call the Church Office.
Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com

Check the Messiah Facebook page.
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Changing the calendar each January is a reminder that God makes all things new.

Directions: Use the clues and the calendar
code to complete 2 Corinthians 5:17, ESV.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
God night word in love Jesus
7 8 9 10 " 12 13
glory therefore speak give light Christ a
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
saw beginning  anyone waters help is many
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
he again through earth made while back
28 29 30 31
new if and creation

The second Monday
The last Monday _ _

Thetléth _
One day before the 20th _ _
@ The day before the first Friday _ _
o The last weekday of the second week _ _ _ _ _ _
% 5 The day after the 20th _ _
a The day after 18th _ _

The first day of the second weekend _
The last Sunday _ _ _
The last day of the month

"UOIBaID MBU B SI 8y ‘1sY)) Ul sI suoAue Ji ‘ai0jeiay] SIaMSuy

18 January 2025 The Messenger



Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement
Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion,
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on...

MEAM — Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30)

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single,
young adults.

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to
emerging adults.

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life. We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster
hospitable and authentic conversations.

Families with Young Children

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young
children. Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and
future of our church.

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the
Preschool/Childcare ministry.

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.

Forever Young

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community.

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal
growth, fellowship, and service.
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