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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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Faith That Works: Simple Practices for Real Life 

In a world overwhelmed by information and distractions, the call to 
practice faith can feel like just one more item on an already overflowing 
to-do list. Faith shouldn’t feel like a burden. It’s a gift meant to anchor 
us, shape us, and sustain us in daily life. The key is not complexity but 
simplicity—spiritual practices that can become second nature, seamless-
ly woven into the fabric of our lives. 

What if faith practices were less about what you “should” do and more about what you 
could carry with you wherever you go? This is the power of simple, sustainable spiritual 
practices. Our mission at Messiah is, “To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that 
works in real life.” So, let's talk about “spiritual practice” as a way of helping us stay aware 
of God’s presence amid ordinary life. 

Questions for Reflection 

→ What spiritual practices have you abandoned because they felt overwhelming? 

→ Where could you use a reminder of God’s presence during your day? 

Consistency Over Perfection 

Too often, we think of spiritual practice as an all-or-nothing proposition. Our daily devo-
tions must include 30 minutes of Scripture reading, a journal entry, and intercessory pray-
er—or they don’t count. This approach sets us up for failure. When we inevitably miss a 
day, we’re tempted to give up entirely. But what if consistency mattered more than per-
fection? What if the cumulative effect of simple practices done regularly carried more 
spiritual weight than the occasional grand effort? 

Consider the words of Jesus: “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me… For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30, NRSV). Following Jesus should 
lighten our load, not exhaust us. 

Simple Practices That Last: 

Here are three examples of spiritual practices that are simple, meaningful and sustainable: 

→ Breath Prayers: As you inhale, pray, “Lord, have mercy.” As you exhale, pray, “Christ, 
have mercy.” This practice takes seconds and you can do it anywhere—in traffic, 
while folding laundry, or before a meeting. 
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→ The Daily Examen: Every night ask yourself two questions: “Where did I notice God’s 
presence today?” and “Where did I miss it?” This reflective practice takes less than 
five minutes, but cultivates deep awareness. 

→ Gratitude Journaling: Write three things you’re grateful for each day. Keep it simple: 
a kind word, a beautiful sunrise, or a moment of peace. Gratitude shifts your focus 
toward God’s abundance, even on hard days. 

In Real Life: 

Experiment with one simple practice this week. Don’t aim for perfection; aim for con-
sistency. If it helps, set a reminder on your phone or pair the practice with something you 
already do daily, like brushing your teeth or walking the dog. Reflect at the week’s end: 
How did this practice shape your awareness of God? 

Faith that works in real life isn’t about grand gestures. It’s about cultivating small habits of 
love, grace, and presence—habits that shape who we are and draw us closer to God. 
What’s one step you can take today? 

 

Peace be with you as you practice your faith, 

Pastor Brian 
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

Seeing Jesus 

All the Sundays this month are part of ordinary time after Epiphany. 
“Ordinary time” is a liturgical term that means that there are no major 
church festivals during this particular season. The last major festival was 
Epiphany, which means “manifestation” or “revealing.” On these Sundays 
we hear stories of the early days of Jesus’ public ministry. We see how 

Jesus revealed himself and his mission to his disciples and to the world.  

You may ask, “What does this mean for me?” The answer is simple. It is important that 
people know who Jesus is, and since he is not physically with us to reveal himself, it is up 
to us to present Jesus to the world. We do this in our words and actions, in the things we 
say to others and in the things we do or don’t do. People see Jesus in us. May we all be-
come the voice and hands of Jesus to the world! 

While there are no major festivals this month, we hope that you will join us for each Sun-
day’s worship, whether it be the 9:00 a.m. traditional service or the 10:30 a.m. praise ser-
vice. As we gather together, we learn and grow and become the body of Christ. 

Special events this month include our chili cook-off, Souper Bowl, and the baby wipes 
drive. Please read the descriptions of these events elsewhere in this newsletter and par-
ticipate as you are able. 

 Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,  

Stan Engle 
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We are back in full swing for the new year! Late January into 
February will offer some opportunities for us to share some of 
the goodness that God has given us.  

On Sunday, February 2nd, there will be a special announce-
ment regarding the need for baby wipes for our childcare. I 
just want to emphasize that this is an ongoing need and not a 
drive that would end at a specific time. As you watch the an-
nouncements, I think that you will be amazed at how many 
wipes are needed to care for the little ones in our care.  

 “Souper Sunday” is upon us! This is strictly a can food drive that will benefit the Faith and 
Light Food Pantry. We are of course using the upcoming Super Bowl game to benefit 
those in need. This drive will conclude on February 9th which is Super Bowl Sunday. Feb-
ruary 9th is also our annual Chili Cook-off. That Sunday as you drop off the last of your can 
food donations, you will be treated to the delicious chili that will be served in Satre Hall. 
Of course there will be a vote later. Will we have a new champion? You’ll have to come 
and see. This will be a fun time in the life of Messiah and we will be donating to a great 
cause as well. Look for announcements of how we will be working chili in with Souper 
Sunday! 

As we settle into this new year, I am always amazed at the number of people that volun-
teer in so many ways at Messiah. As always, “many hands make light work.” If you are 
feeling moved to volunteer on some Sunday mornings, please contact me and let’s talk 
about where you feel you are being led. We can then offer some alternatives for you to 
serve. You can always volunteer with someone else and be scheduled to work together. I 
can assure you that none of what we do on Sunday mornings is strenuous. You won’t 
break a sweat. But your efforts will make our worship service more meaningful for your 
fellow worshippers and for you. Please consider how the Holy Spirit may be leading you.  

 

Peace to all of You, 

Deacon Eric Black 
Messiah Lutheran Church, ELCA 
eric@messiahlc.com 
260-485-8716 #101 
Cell: 260-797-3037 
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GROWTH & LEARNING 

Sunday Children’s Ministry 

• As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School during the 10:30 
service for ages 3 through 6th grade.   

• Families will begin by starting the church service together – so take your kids with 
you into church!  We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release them to their 
respective classrooms afterwards.   

• Our classes are:  Ages 3 – Prekindergarten, Room 6;  Grades K – 3, Room 5;  Grades   
4 – 6, Room 8.  These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Childcare side. 

• Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another cool story with some 
fun activities! 

• Please register your child at this link https://forms.gle/9yXhmSDwpYUxdDn98 

• If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School please contact 
Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com 

In February our lessons include John the Baptist, Calling the Disciples, and Jesus Walking 
on Water. 

 

 

Noisy Offering and Donut Sunday 

Monies from Donut Sunday and Noisy Offering will be go towards helping with Confirma-
tion Camp next summer and upcoming mission trips. 

• Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, February 9, at both services.   
• Donut Sunday will be Sunday, February 23, beginning at 9:30 in the Narthex. 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/9yXhmSDwpYUxdDn98
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

Chili Cook-off on Sunday February 2 

Messiah’s Chili Cook-off is back on Sunday, February 2! Beginning around 11:45 (after the 
10:30 service), we will be tasting different entrant’s chilis, made by many of Messiah's 
friends and family, who shall remain unknown until the time of the results! While we are 
tasting and enjoying fellowship, we will also be playing a little bingo...for prizes! All funds 
raised will help offset families’ costs for future camps and mission trips. In order for this to 
be a success we need chilis! If you have a good recipe and are willing to make a crockpot 
full of your world famous chili, it would be appreciated.   

We will play family Bingo while we are counting the votes as well! Each Bingo card is $1. 

There will be two winners: People's Choice (most votes) and Bean Pot (most money 
earned). Everyone will get three tickets to vote. We'll also tag on more tickets for each 
can of soup you bring in for "souper bowl" for the food pantry! You can also throw some 
money into the voting cup by each chili. 

Any questions please contact Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com.   

Sign your chili up at the following link: 
https://forms.gle/TvmzDKnR1YMotdBv8 

 

 

VBS 2025 Save the Date!! 

Save the date for VBS this summer Monday June 9 – Friday June 13, from 6:00-8:00 PM!  
More details to come!! 

 

Messiah Youth Ministries 

Watch emails and The Messenger for student ministry info.  If you know a student who 
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let heidi@messiahlc.com know. 
Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through emails also. If you are not 
receiving EDGE, CIA, or PULSE emails and would like to, please email Heidi so we can get 
you on the mailing list! 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
https://forms.gle/TvmzDKnR1YMotdBv8
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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CIA & PULSE Toboggan Retreat 
Saturday February 15 – Sunday February 16 -  

CIA and PULSE youth groups will be going to the Lutherwald Toboggan Retreat on Satur-
day, February 15-16. We'll meet at the Youth House and leave at 11:00 AM and head up 
to Camp Lutherwald on Saturday, February 15. Their staff will have some activities in the 
afternoon for us then we'll head to Pokagon State Park for the rest of the afternoon. We'll 
return to Lutherwald for dinner and more activities. Sunday morning we'll have devotions 
and breakfast then head home. We should get back to church around 10:30/11:00 AM. 
There will be no Youth House for EDGE, CIA, or PULSE that Sunday (the adults will need to 
recoup! LOL!). I need to reserve our spots by February 10, so please RSVP by then. 

What to bring: Sleeping bag, pillow, small overnight bag, and warm clothes (hat, gloves, 
etc.) for tobogganing.  

 

 

All Youth Groups Ice Skating at Headwaters 
February 22, 3:00-5:00 PM 

EDGE/CIA/PULSE will be meeting at Headwaters Ice Rink for some skating!! All youth 
groups are invited. We’ll meet at Headwaters Ice Rink downtown from 3:00-5:00 PM. Cost 
is $5 per person and includes skate rental. In the past there has been a concession stand 
with hot chocolate and snacks if you’d like to send money for that as well. Heidi will be at 
the gate entrance where you can drop your students. If you would please let Heidi know if 
your student will be there that would help so no one is left behind! Friends are welcome! 
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February Events at-a-glance 

Pulse  

PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12.   

• Sunday, February 2 – Chili Cook-off, 11:45 AM -2:00 PM. Satre Hall (gym) 

• Sunday, February 9 – NO PULSE (Superbowl Sunday) 
• Saturday, February 15 through Sunday, February  16 – CIA/PULSE Toboggan Retreat 

at Lutherwald 
• Saturday, February 22 – All Youth Groups Ice Skating @ Headwaters, 3:00-5:00 PM 
• Sunday, February 23 – PULSE 12:00-2:00 PM, Youth House.  Wing Challenge #2 
• Sunday, February 23 – Donut Sunday, both services 
• Sunday, March 2 – PULSE 12:00-2:00 PM, Youth House 
 

CIA  
CIA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for Con-
firmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when the kids go through 
classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year.  
 

• Sunday, February 2 – Chili Cook-off, 11:45 AM -2:00 PM, Satre Hall (gym) 
• Sunday, February 9 – Confirmation Class 12:00-3:00 PM, Youth House  
• Saturday, February 15 through Sunday, February  16 – CIA/PULSE Toboggan Retreat 

at Lutherwald 
• Saturday, February 22 – All Youth Groups Ice Skating at Headwaters, 3:00-5:00 PM 
• Sunday, February 23 – Donut Sunday, both services 
• Saturday, March 1 – EDGE/CIA Bowling.  More info to come 

 

EDGE  
EDGE is our youth group for students entering 5th and 6th grades in Fall 2023.  Why EDGE?  
Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers!  EDGE is still 
part of our children’s Sunday School program and will have their own Bible study on Sun-
days during the second service at 10:30 AM in room #4 (west hallway of childcare). 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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• Sunday, February 2 — EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM – Gideon 
   Chili Cook-off, 11:45 AM -2:00 PM. Satre Hall (gym) 
   NO YOUTH HOUSE  
• Sunday, February 9 — EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM – Deborah 
• Sunday, February 16 — EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM – Israel Asks for a King 
   NO YOUTH HOUSE  
• Saturday, February 22  — All Youth Groups Ice Skating @ Headwaters, 3:00-5:00 PM 
• Sunday February 23 — EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM – Samuel Anoints Saul as King 
   Donut Sunday 
   NO YOUTH HOUSE 
• Saturday, March 1 – EDGE/CIA Bowling.  More info to come. 
 
 
 

Adult Bible Studies 

Tuesday Quest, 9 AM:  This group studies the upcoming Sunday readings.  

Tuesday, 6:30-8:00 PM: On February 25, we will begin this study of Luther and Luther-
anism. More info is included on page 14 of this Messenger or contact Pastor Dave at 
pastordave@messiahlc.com or (260) 602-6296 for more info. 

Wednesday, 10 AM: Using The Bible Project as a resource, we’ll explore several of the 
“big themes” of the Bible, discovering how they reveal God’s love, grace, and redemp-
tive work in the world. Bring your curiosity, questions, and perhaps a friend who’s 
looking for a welcoming place to explore faith. Reach out to Pastor Brian with any 
questions or for more info. 

Thursday, 10 AM   

Thursday Good News Study Group, 6:30 PM: studying “Heaven (Finding Our True 
Home)” by Douglas Connelly. Please see Eric Black for more information. 
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LUTHER AND LUTHERANISM 

Who Are We? — What Do We Believe? 

We will take a fairly close look at Luther and Lutheranism. What makes us LUTHERAN 
Christians? What do we contribute as a part of the Christian faith? We will look at, among 
other topics - How did Luther respond to the presence of evil in the world? Where does 
music fit in the scheme of things? 

My hope is that the discussions will create/build on Lutheran pride within each of us. In 
my opinion, being a part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is a very wonder-
ful thing!  PLEASE join us!! 

Beginning: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 
6:30-8:00 PM in the Narthex 

 
Questions? Contact Pastor Dave Williamson 

pastordave@messiahlc.com 
(260) 602-6296 

 
 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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Woman to Woman       February 2025 
I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

 

1. that you are always with me. 5¢ 

2. for showing me the way to live. 25¢ 

3. for your constant presence through all the changes of life. 10¢ 

4. for your guidance and courage in times of despair. 10¢ 

5. for the blessings you have bestowed on us today. 5¢ 

6. for God’s warmth and light in the presence of Jesus. 10¢ 

7. for your gift of forgiveness. Is there someone in my life I need to forgive? Help me, Lord. 
10¢ 

8. for the laundry I have to do and I pray for those who have no clothes. 5¢ 

9. for the gift of contentment. Help me, Lord. I have so much. 15¢ 

10. for Pastor Brian, Deacon Eric and all Messiah staff. I pray they seek your way always. 25¢ 

11. for giving us Jesus to teach us how to live in union with you. 20¢ 

12. for providing care and love to my family and friends. 25¢ 

13. for your strength and peace as we weather the challenges and setbacks of our ever-
changing lives. 5¢ 

14. for the love and strength you give us in times of despair. 25¢ 

15. Help me to open my mind to you so that you can fill it with faith. 20¢ 

16. that I have so much to give. Help me to remember that I have more than most people. 
10¢ 

17. for giving me the faith to trust your purpose for my life. 25¢ 

18. for the trust we have in you to carry out your will. 20¢ 

19. Stir me Lord, to do your will. 25¢ 

20. for your peace which passes all understanding. 10¢ 

21. for our troops, at home and abroad. Give them strength and courage. 5¢ 

22. for granting us mercy always. 25¢ 

23. for your great faithfulness to me. 20¢ 

24. that you grant me grace sufficient for the day. 10¢ 

25. for being there for those who are hurting physically, mentally, or emotionally. Let them 
know your presence. 5¢ 

26. for counting us always precious in your sight. 25¢ 

27. for the gift of the cross—reminding me of the price you paid for me. 15¢ 

28. for your help in adopting your values as our own. 10¢ 

Please send or bring offering to church last Sunday of month—February 23 
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CARE & NURTURE 

Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar 

Each month the Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar is published in the Messenger. Short prayers 
are suggested for each day of the month to help women of our church with a prayer schedule. 
After each prayer is a suggested amount for contributing to the Woman to Woman fund. At the 
end of the month money can be brought to church or sent through the mail. This fund is an im-
portant way for women to help each other in time of need. We thank everyone who has contin-
ued to contribute to this mission and hope that the prayer calendar helps not only in a monetary 
way, but in a spiritual way as well. May God Bless all of you for your continued prayers and dona-
tions. 

 

Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. Names 
will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer chain, please let 
Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 

For members and friends of the congregation: 
Diana Vargo  Jack Howard   Greg Klein   Karen Springer 
Bernie Holm  Christy Settecase  Brenda Eishen  Jerry Strope 
Becky Levi   Nick Branfield   Lauren Simerman Reggie & Diana Shull 
Mark Reese   Steve Montez 

    
For the men and women of our Armed Services:  

Ian Diers 
Cathy Eaken (niece of Nancy Hickman) 
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black) 
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook) 
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze) 
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) 
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) 



 

The Messenger       February 2025            15 

 

 

 

 

 

Undie Sunday 

There continues to be a need for sweatpants, sweatshirts, underwear, socks, and cam-
mies for elementary school age kids. 

These items will be donated to Arlington Elementary School at the end of February. 
Please place any donations in the labeled cart in the front door vestibule. All donations 
are greatly appreciated. Please direct any questions to Bill or Charnell Marker 
(bcwmarker@aol.com). Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

CARE & NURTURE (cont) 

mailto:bcwmarker@frontier.com
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Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year.  Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects.  If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer.  If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.   

The Thrivent Action Team program is a fantastic benefit that can help offset the cost of 
many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial Group's generosity programs 
make it easy to give of yourself and live generously!  This is FREE money that can be used 
to directly support the ministries of our congregation.  These funds do not come from 
your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated by Thrivent to be used as seed 
money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or service projects of your choosing.  
Please consider directing your Action Teams to support Messiah.  If you have any ques-
tions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent representative or the church 
office.  We are more than willing to work with you throughout the application and re-
porting process. 

 

OPERATIONS 

Reminder: March 31 Is the 
Deadline to Direct Your 

Choice Dollars® 

Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its Thrivent Choice® program can help sup-
port the many ministries here at Messiah. Don’t let Choice Dollars expire! 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have Choice Dollars available have until March 
31, 2025, to direct any remaining 2024 Choice Dollars.  Help support Messiah! Go to 
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent 
Choice” after the prompt. 

mailto:www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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Have you considered planned giving? 

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a gift now 
or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your loved ones. 

 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 
Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 
Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com 
Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 
Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com 
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 
Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com 

 

Church Board Email Addresses 
Board President Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 
Vice President Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com 

Secretary Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com  

Treasurer Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com 

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 

 

mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
mailto:cory@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:denise@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
mailto:%22Steve%20Van%20Wyngarden%22%20%3Cstevevanw%40comcast.net%3E
mailto:%22Beth%20Crilly%22%20%3Cbac1011%40msn.com%3E
mailto:%22Steven%20Berlin%22%20%3Csteveber%40hotmail.com%3E
mailto:srmusolf@gmail.com
mailto:%22Cynthia%20Riebersal%22%20%3Ccariebersal%40gmail.com%3E
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Inclement Weather Policy and Procedure 

Weekday Events: 

• Messiah Lutheran Church follows the Fort Wayne Community Schools (FWCS) 
cancellation schedule. 

• If FWCS is closed, Messiah events will be canceled unless otherwise announced. 
This policy does not apply to Messiah Lutheran Church Childcare.  

• If FWCS is on a weather-related delay, Messiah Events scheduled during the  
delay will be cancelled. Once the delay expires, Messiah events will resume as 
scheduled. 
 

Sunday Worship: 

• If the City of Fort Wayne declares a Travel Emergency, Messiah will not gather 
for in-person worship. A modified online worship service will stream on 
YouTube and Facebook at 10:00 AM. 

• We will promptly announce any cancellations or changes. 
 

Communication Channels: 

• We will share cancellations and updates via: 

• Messiah's social media platforms 

• WANE TV 

• General email to the congregation 
 

Coordination of Communication: 

• Pastor Brian and Cory Dold will manage all communications to media outlets, 
social media, and email. 

OPERATIONS (cont) 
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life.  We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children.  Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.  
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.   

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.  

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div. 
 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S. 

 

 
 

* 
 

Sunday Services 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
in person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


