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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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It’s ok to slow down! 

Lent is a season of reflection, a time to slow down and make space for God. But what if 
this season wasn’t just about giving something up—but about gaining something deeper? 
What if Lent became an opportunity to listen, reflect, and grow in ways that nourish your 
soul? 

You are invited to a six-week study is designed to help you do just that. Each week, we’ll 
explore a simple yet powerful spiritual practice—one that has been used by Christians for 
centuries to deepen their connection with God. Whether you’re new to these practices or 
have used them before, this journey offers an invitation to pause, notice, and be present 
with God in fresh ways. 
 
The study will happen Wednesdays at 10:00 AM and 6:30 PM. (The evening gathering will 
include a soup supper.) 

 

What to Expect Each Week 

Week 1: Preparing for the Journey – We’ll begin by setting the tone for our time together, 
creating a welcoming space to reflect on what Lent means and how these practices can 
shape our faith. 
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Week 2: Listening to Scripture (Lectio Divina) – Instead of reading the Bible for infor-
mation, we’ll learn how to listen deeply, letting the words speak to our hearts. 

Week 3: Noticing God in Our Day (The Examen) – By looking back at our daily experiences, 
we’ll practice recognizing how God is present in both the joyful and challenging moments. 

Week 4: The Gift of Silence (Centering Prayer) – In a noisy world, silence is hard to find. 
We’ll explore how sitting in quiet stillness can open us up to God’s presence in a new way. 

Week 5: Creating a Rule of Life – We’ll reflect on our spiritual rhythms and design a sim-
ple, intentional guide for living a life centered on God’s love. 

Week 6: Looking Back & Moving Forward – As Lent comes to a close, we’ll reflect on what 
we’ve learned and how we can continue these practices beyond the season. 

 

Each session will include time for learning, guided practice, and conversation. Together, 
we’ll create a supportive space where we can explore these spiritual habits in communi-
ty—learning from one another and encouraging each other along the way. 

This journey is for anyone who longs for a deeper spiritual life but isn’t sure where to 
start. It’s for those who are curious about new ways to pray, reflect, and experience God’s 
presence. And it’s for anyone who desires a community where they can ask questions, 
grow in faith, and support one another in the process. 

Lent is a season that calls us to slow down and be intentional. What if, this year, you gave 
yourself the gift of presence? The gift of listening, reflecting, and creating space for God? 

We invite you to join us as we walk this journey together—learning, practicing, and grow-
ing as a community of faith. Come as you are. Bring your questions, your hopes, and your 
longing for something deeper. Let’s discover together what it means to draw near to God 
in this sacred season. 

Will you join us? 
 
Pastor Brian 
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

Forty Days: A Chance to Grow 

This month marks the beginning of Lent, a time which many people asso-
ciate with giving up something they value. But, while some feel a need to 
deny themselves, Lent can be a time of growth and joy. It can be a time 
to draw closer to God, to find new opportunities to serve, and to experi-
ence the fullness of joy that comes with a new vision of what it means to 
be a child of God. 

Messiah offers many opportunities to grow personally and in relation to others. We have 
multiple Bible study classes throughout the week, and beginning on Sunday, March 2, 
“Coffee and Hymns” at 10:30 will explore the meanings and stories behind the hymns we 
sing. There are opportunities galore to enjoy new friendships and strengthen old ones at 
our Shrove Tuesday pancake supper on March 4 and soup suppers at 6:30 every Wednes-
day during Lent. And, of course, each Sunday we have a traditional worship service at 9:00 
a.m., followed by a praise service at 10:30. We hope you can join us for many of these 
events. 

Coming Up: 

Transfiguration Sunday, March 2 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, March 4, 6:00 p.m. 

Soup Supper, March 5, 6:30 p.m., followed by Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 p.m. 

Soup Suppers every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m., followed by a time of guided exploration 

 

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,  

Stan Engle 
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Hello People of God, 

 As I’m writing this, it is 6 degrees outside. I hope that you 
all are able to stay warm as we ride out what I hope is the final 
deep freeze before the temperatures start to rise.  

 I want to personally thank everyone who brought soup in 
for “Souper Sunday.” We delivered 237 cans of soup to the 
Faith and Light Food Pantry. What a tremendous outpouring 
of support for those who are less fortunate. The coordinator 

for the pantry was so very appreciative of our efforts. She said that what we delivered 
would last roughly 2 weeks. Now let that sink in. It demonstrates the need that is very 
present.  

 I also want to personally thank all of those who have contributed baby wipes for our 
childcare center. We now have an excellent base of wipes to work from. Let’s keep it com-
ing to protect the little ones and most vulnerable that are in our care.  

 For March, our outreach focus will be “A Baby’s Closet.” Shirley Craven is heading up 
this effort and you will hear from her further into this month’s Messenger and in a 
“Mission Moment” in church. Thank you to Shirley who has been the face of this outreach 
effort for years here at Messiah.  

 I’d like to give a “shout out” to Bill and Charnell Marker for their work collecting hats, 
gloves and scarves. In 2024, they collected 167 sets of hats, gloves and scarves. They went 
to Arlington Elementary, Most Precious Blood Elementary, St. Joseph Elementary, and 
Northcrest Elementary. Thank you, Bill and Charnell, for caring that children have what 
they need to stay warm. We will be doing “Undie Sunday” this year as well. Stay tuned! 

 Finally, thank you to all of those that assist on Sunday morning. Greeters, ushers, 
Coffee Bar attendants, lectors and communion assistants. You are such an integral part of 
making our worship service go smoothly. Thank you also for those of you who step in at a 
moment’s notice to fill an unexpected vacancy. You and your efforts are greatly appreciat-
ed. THANK YOU! 

 Second quarter schedules for greeters, ushers, Coffee Bar attendants, lectors and 
communion assistants are being finalized and will be sent out before the end of February.  

Peace of Christ be with you all, 

Deacon Eric Black 
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GROWTH & LEARNING 

Sunday Children’s Ministry 

• As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School during the 10:30 
service for ages 3 through 6th grade.   

• Families will begin by starting the church service together – so take your kids with 
you into church! We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release them to their 
respective classrooms afterwards.  

• Our classes are: Ages 3 – Prekindergarten, Room 6; Grades K – 3, Room 5; Grades  4 – 
6, Room 8. These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Childcare side. 

• Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another cool story with some 
fun activities! 

• If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School please contact 
Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com 

In March our lessons include Jesus Walking on Water, the Good Samaritan, and Lazarus. 

 

Noisy Offering and Donut Sunday 

Monies from Donut Sunday and Noisy Offering will be go towards helping with Confirma-
tion Camp next summer and upcoming mission trips. 

• Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, March 9, at both services.  
• Donut Sunday will be Sunday, March 23, beginning at 8:45 AM in the Narthex. 

 

Chili Cook-off Results 

Thanks to everyone who made chili, helped, and came out to the Chili Cook Off and sup-
ported Messiah’s Student Ministries! We raised over $380! Our winners this year: Corbin 
Beard, 1st place People’s Choice (most ticket votes) and the Bean Pot Champ is Craig Mu-
solf (most money collected). Congratulations! We also had many winners in Bingo! We 
had a great time and can’t wait until next year! 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

VBS Live It Out! 

Messiah’s 2025 VBS will be Monday, June 9 – Friday, June 13, 6:00-8:00 
PM. This summer we will ‘Live It Out’ as we learn and discover how to 
love like Jesus through music, snacks, games, crafts, and reading stories 
in the Bible! VBS is for Preschool 3 year olds – 5th grade students (Fall of 
2025). Incoming 6th graders and older are welcome and encouraged to 
volunteer with the children. 

“I give you a new command. Love one another. You must love one another, just as I have 
loved you.” John 13:34 

 

Messiah Reads! 

Messiah Reads is a group of volunteers from Messiah that comes in to read to the chil-
dren Tuesdays each week. Messiah Reads volunteers will choose one (or more!) Tuesdays 
to visit Messiah Childcare at 10:00 AM. On this visit the volunteer will read two or three 
picture books to preschool age children (ages 3 through 5) in the Narthex. Volunteers can 
bring their own books or pick from the Childcare’s library. Be prepared for questions and 
stories from the children as well as a lot of love and hugs! Messiah Reads is designed to 
not only encourage and introduce more Messiah folks to the children, but also to encour-
age reading and the love of Jesus. Interested in reading or know someone who would be 
interested? Let Heidi know! 

 

Confirmation Camp 2025 (Grades 6-9, Fall of 2025) 

It’s time to get your students registered for Confirmation Camp! Confirmation Camp, for 
students in grades 7-9 Fall of 2025, is at Camp Lutherwald Sunday, June 15 – Friday, June 
20. As part of our Confirmation Curriculum, we encourage each student to attend at least 
one mission trip and at least one Confirmation Camp. You can register your student at 
LOMIK.org. Cost is $450 per camper. Messiah will cover $200 per camper from Messiah. 
There are also scholarships available. If you need financial assistance please contact Heidi. 
We do not want the cost to keep any student from experiencing camp. Please RSVP to 
Heidi ASAP if your student(s) will be attending. 
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Student Ministries Spring Rummage Sale  

Student Ministries Spring Rummage Sale will be Friday, March 14, from 9:00 AM-5:00 PM 
and Saturday March 15, 9:00 AM-noon. Saturday will be the 50% off sale and fill a bag for 
$5. Drop off begins Sunday, March 9, in Satre Hall. No electronics, mattresses, TV’s, or 
VHS tapes. Tell your friends and neighbors to clean out their closets and bring stuff in…
then come back to buy more good stuff! Questions or the desire to help - contact Heidi. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt Sunday, April 13 — Save the Date! 

We will have a Messiah Child Care and Easter Egg Hunt for Messiah friends and family on 
Sunday, April 13, after church. Chau Time food truck will be here for lunch!  

 

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 

Lake Luther, Lutheran Hills and Lutherwald 

If you are looking for a fun and faith-filled summer camp for your kids, check out Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministries at www.lomik.org, or contact Heidi (heidijokissner@gmail.com) for a 
camp brochure. LOMIK is also hiring for summer camp counselors, 18 or older! 

 

Messiah Youth Ministries 

Watch emails and The Messenger for student ministry info. If you know a student who 
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let heidi@messiahlc.com know. 
Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through emails also. If you are not 
receiving EDGE, CIA, or PULSE emails and would like to, please email Heidi so we can get 
you on the mailing list! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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February Events at-a-glance 

Pulse  
PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12.  
 

Sunday, March 2 
PULSE at Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM; Wing Challenge #2 

 

Friday, March 7, 6:00 PM - Saturday, March 8, 1:30 PM—PULSE Retreat 
We’ll meet at The Mission House, where we will be staying the night, at 6:00 PM 
and get settled. We’re planning some volunteer/mission work for Saturday morn-
ing. You can pick your students up (or they can leave if they drive) around 1:30 
PM. Cost is $10. PLEASE RSVP BY MARCH 5.  

 

Saturday, March 8 
Rummage Sale Table Set Up, 5:00-5:30 PM 

 

Sunday, March 9 
Noisy Offering 

 

Monday, March 10 – Thursday, March 13 
Rummage Sale Set Up  

 

Sunday, March 16 
All Youth Rummage Sale Cleanup, 12:00-2:00 PM. Meet and pick up at Youth 
House 

 

Sunday, March 23 
Donut Sunday 
PULSE at Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM 

 

Sunday, March 30 
No Sunday School/EDGE Bible Study or Youth Groups 

 

Sunday, April 6 
No Sunday School/EDGE Bible Study or Youth Groups 

 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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CIA  
CIA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for Con-
firmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when the kids go through 
classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year.  
 

Friday, February 28 – Saturday, March 1 
Confirmation Retreat 

 

Saturday, March 8 
Rummage Sale Table Set Up, 5:00-5:30 PM 

 

Sunday, March 9 
EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM 
Noisy Offering – both services 

 

Monday, March 10 – Thursday, March 13 
Rummage Sale Set Up  

 

Sunday, March 16 
All Youth Rummage Sale Cleanup, 12:00-2:00 PM. Meet and pick up at Youth 
House 

 

Sunday, March 23 
Donut Sunday 

 

Sunday, March 30 
No Sunday School/EDGE Bible Study or Youth Groups 

 

Sunday, April 6 
No Sunday School/EDGE Bible Study or Youth Groups 

 
 

EDGE  
EDGE is our youth group for students entering 5th and 6th grades in Fall 2023. Why EDGE? 
Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE is still 
part of our children’s Sunday School program and will have their own Bible study on Sun-
days during the second service at 10:30 AM in room #4 (west hallway of childcare). 
 

Sunday, March 2  
EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM – Daniel in the Lions’ Den 
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

Saturday, March 8 
Rummage Sale Table Set Up, 5:00-5:30 PM 

 

Sunday, March 9 
EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM – Fiery Furnace 
EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM 
Noisy Offering – both services 

 

Monday, March 10 – Thursday March 13 
Rummage Sale Set Up  

 

Sunday, March 16  
EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM – Esther Saves the Jewish People 
All Youth Rummage Sale Cleanup: 12:00-2:00 PM. Meet and pick up at Youth 
House 

 

Sunday, March 23  
EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM – Job 
Donut Sunday 

 

Sunday, March 30 
No Sunday School/EDGE Bible Study or Youth Groups 

 

Sunday, April 6 
No Sunday School/EDGE Bible Study or Youth Groups 

 
 

Adult Bible Studies 

Tuesday Quest, 9 AM: This group studies the upcoming Sunday readings.  

Tuesday, 6:30-8:00 PM: This study focuses on Luther and Lutheranism. Contact Pastor 
Dave at pastordave@messiahlc.com or (260) 602-6296 for more info. 

Wednesday, 10 AM: This group will be following the same program as the Wednesday 
evening Lenten study. 

Thursday, 10 AM and 6:30 PM: on hiatus during Lent. 
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LUTHER AND LUTHERANISM 

Who Are We? — What Do We Believe? 

What makes us LUTHERAN Christians? What do we contribute as a part 
of the Christian faith? We will look at, among other topics - How did 
Luther respond to the presence of evil in the world? Where does music 
fit in the scheme of things? 

My hope is that the discussions will create/build on Lutheran pride within each of us. In 
my opinion, being a part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is a very wonder-
ful thing! Please join us in the Library on Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00 PM. Questions? Contact Pas-
tor Dave, pastordave@messiahlc.com or (260) 602-6296. 

 

 

Dear Family of Messiah, 

I need your help! 

I would love to bring Dr. Jacqueline Bussie back to Messiah for a weekend of powerful 
teaching and preaching. Dr. Bussie is a nationally recognized speaker, award-winning au-
thor, and theologian whose work challenges us to embrace an authentic, hope-filled faith. 
She spoke at the ELCA National Youth Gathering last summer, and from everything I’ve 
heard, our young people were deeply moved by her message. 

Dr. Bussie has agreed to lead two presentations—one on Friday evening and another on 
Saturday evening. She will explore themes from her book Outlaw Christian, which invites 
us to break free from fear-based faith and embrace honest, courageous spirituality. She 
will also share insights from her upcoming book on grief and loss, a topic that resonates 
deeply with so many of us. I am also confident she will preach at both Sunday services, 
bringing her signature blend of wisdom, grace, and challenge. 

To make this happen, I need your help. What ideas do you have for funding this event? If 
you have suggestions or would like to contribute, please reach out and let me know. 

Thank you for being part of this ministry—we can’t do it without you! 

Pastor Dave 
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Woman to Woman       March 2025 
I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

 

1. for helping us to use the wisdom you give us for the good of all. 10¢ 
2. for this new day to celebrate your presence in our lives. 50¢ 
3. for Pastor Brian, Cory Dold, and the Board of Directors who lead our church, and I pray for 

them. 10¢ 
4. for your constant presence in my life. 25¢ 
5. for Ash Wednesday, a time of fasting, prayers, and contemplation of Christ’s way. 25¢ 
6. for your grace to us and help us extend grace to others. 10¢ 
7. that you can provide us with a sense of assurance in times of trouble. 20¢ 
8. for this Lenten season to renew our faithfulness and devotion to Jesus Christ, our Savior. 10¢ 
9. for the food I eat that nourishes my body to do your will. 10¢ 
10. for this new day. Help me to do YOUR will. 15¢ 
11. for the opportunity to give care and encouragement to those who suffer. 5¢ 
12. for the home that I have to clean and I pray for those who have none. 10¢ 
13. for your devotion to me. You never give up! 25¢ 
14. for providing hope in my despair, as only you can do. 20¢ 
15. for this beautiful world that we live in. Do I take time to enjoy it? 10¢ 
16. for giving us your Son to light our paths and guide our journeys to you. 25¢ 
17. for St. Patrick, all saints, and our missionaries throughout the world who help spread your 

word. 20¢ 
18. for your everlasting love. Help me to trust in you. 10¢ 
19. for the undeserved grace you bestow on us all. 25¢ 
20. for the beds we have to make this day. I pray for those homeless who have none. 5¢ 
21. for the city workers who pick up trash, clear away debris and clean streets. We thank them 

for their service. 10¢ 
22. for loving us so much that you gave your only Son to save us. 5¢ 
23. for awakening our souls to the dawn of your forgiveness. 10¢ 
24. for reminding us through your words that we are worthy. 50¢ 
25. for expectant mothers, may God grant them strength and love in their time of waiting. 5¢ 
26. for healing your children of every ailment and restoring us to you. 10¢ 
27. for making us one through Christ in communion with you. 20¢ 
28. for lifting the weight of all my sins and fear and setting me free. 50¢ 
29. for helping me to be a beacon of light to others. 10¢ 
30. for helping me acknowledge my sin to you and rejoice in your forgiveness. 25¢ 
31. for God’s guidance in our lives for us to seek. 25¢ 

 

Please bring or send offering to church last Sunday of month, March 30. Thank you for your contin-
ued support of our prayer ministry. 
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CARE & NURTURE 

Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer 
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 
For members and friends of the congregation: 

Tom Eishen on the death of his wife, Brenda 
Kevin Knepper    Ken Moilanen    Jack Howard 
Jerry Strope    Becky Levi     Nick Branfield 
Lauren Simerman   Mark Reese    Steve Montez 
Reggie & Diana Shull 
 
 

For the men and women of our Armed Services:  
Ian Diers (member) 
Cathy Eaken (niece of Nancy Hickman) 
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black) 
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook) 
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze) 
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort) 
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) 



16           March 2025       The Messenger 

 

OUTREACH & IN TOUCH 

Messiah’s March Outreach: A Baby’s Closet (ABC) 

Fellow Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

A Baby’s Closet is Messiah’s Mission focus for the month of March.   

What is ABC?  

ABC is a ministry of Associated Churches. Participants must be receiving services from par-
ticipating agencies/offices where they earn coupons by participating in prenatal, well-
baby, responsible parenting or educational programs or activities. They then bring their 
earned coupons to ABC to “purchase” essential baby items for their children. There is no 
cash exchange, only earned coupons.  

Where do the store Items come from?  

ABC started receiving partial support recently by grants from the St. Joseph Community 
Health Foundation and Foellinger Foundation, but most support is through donations 
from the public; people like you and me.  

Our mission is to help ABC to keep the store stocked so these families can safely and ade-
quately care for their children. ABC needs any new or gently used items consumed or 
used by an infant, toddler, or preschooler. A detailed list of needs follows.  

We all know how expenses have increased. Imagine having to add $45 for a box of 120-
168 diapers or anywhere from $20 to $75 for a single can of formula to your next grocery 
list. That is just the diapers and formula! These parents are trying to do what they can for 
their children. They are completing the requirements to earn the coupons so they can 
purchase what their child needs. They want a good life for their child. Think about these 
innocent children who have no choice in their situation.  

Please encourage the parents and think of the children when you consider your dona-
tions. The donation bin will be located directly inside the front doors of Messiah. A de-
tailed list of needs is available for your convenience. Thank you. 

If there are any questions, please contact either:  

Shirley Craven: Text or call – (260) 415-0429, email: Shirley_craven@yahoo.com 

Anne Deidrichs: Call – (260) 482-6018, email: bookwormaa2002@yahoo.com 
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A Baby’s Closet (ABC) Needs—March 2025 
All items Infant, Toddler, and Preschool 

New Items: Please keep price tag intact. 

Used Items: Clean and gently used. 

 

Most Needed Items: 

Diapers (Size 4)  

Enfamil Powder Formula – Purple and Yellow cans 

Bottle Sets 

Baby Carriers 

Miscellaneous Items: Thermometer, Lotion, Soap, Shampoo, Nail Clippers, Brush, 
Comb, Hair Accessories, Pacifiers, Teethers, Rattles, Bibs, Sippy Cups, Bottles, Bottle 
Brushes, Fork & Spoon Sets, Diaper Cream, Small Pack Wipes, Outlet Covers, Child 
Clothes Hangers 

 

Other Essential Items:  

Clothing: Newborn to 4T (New or Used) 

Diapers: Newborn to Size 6 

Blankets: If homemade, approximately 30 in. x 36 in. 

Baby Bouncers, Boppy Pillows, Diaper Bags/Backpacks, Baby Bathtubs, Car Seats 
(convertible), Strollers, Baby Beds, Pack ’n Play, Baby Gates, Highchairs, Play Mats, 
Breast Pumps (New or Used) 

Toys: Infant, Toddler and Preschool Appropriate (New or Used) 

Books: New or Used (each child chooses a book) 

Coupons: For diapers or any baby items  

Monetary Donations (Check made to: Associated Churches) 
 

Please place donations in the “A Baby’s Closet” Collection Bin (inside main entrance of 
Messiah) 

The Outreach extends from March 1 – 31, 2025. On-going collections will continue 
throughout the year. 
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH (cont) 

OPERATIONS 

Bags of Grace 

We will meet at 5:15 PM at St John Lutheran Church, 729 W. Washington Blvd., on 
Wednesday, March 19, to distribute Bags of Grace. You can still plan to return to Messiah 
in time for the Lenten evening class. All are welcome to help in this ministry. Contact Jan 
Johnson (justplainjan47@gmail.com) with questions. 

 

Food Bank News 

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne, 
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items especially needed this month are canned vegeta-
bles, egg noodles, shampoo, body soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste, and feminine hy-
giene products 

 

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards  

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s 
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create 
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click 
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran 
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VU077. 
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family 
and friends to enroll as well! 
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Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.   

The Thrivent Action Team program is a fantastic benefit that can help offset the cost of 
many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial Group's generosity programs 
make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is FREE money that can be used 
to directly support the ministries of our congregation. These funds do not come from your 
personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated by Thrivent to be used as seed mon-
ey to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or service projects of your choosing. 
Please consider directing your Action Teams to support Messiah. If you have any ques-
tions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent representative or the church 
office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout the application and re-
porting process. 

 

 

Reminder: March 31 Is the 
Deadline to Direct Your 

Choice Dollars® 

Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its Thrivent Choice® program can help sup-
port the many ministries here at Messiah. Don’t let Choice Dollars expire! 

Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have Choice Dollars available have until March 
31, 2025, to direct any remaining 2024 Choice Dollars. Help support Messiah! Go to 
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent 
Choice” after the prompt. 

mailto:www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
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Have you considered planned giving? 

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a gift now 
or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your loved ones. 

 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 

Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com 

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com 

Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 

Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com 

Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com 
 

Church Board Email Addresses 
Board President Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 
Vice President Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com 

Secretary Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com  

Treasurer Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com 

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 

 

OPERATIONS (cont) 

mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
mailto:cory@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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mailto:denise@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
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mailto:srmusolf@gmail.com
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement 
Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects 
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on… 
 

MEAM – Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30) 

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single, 
young adults.  

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to 
emerging adults. 

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life. We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster 
hospitable and authentic conversations.  

 

Families with Young Children 

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young 
children. Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the 
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church. 
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and 
future of our church.  

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the 
Preschool/Childcare ministry.  

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.  

 

Forever Young 

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The 
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community. 

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and 
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality 
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.  

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal 
growth, fellowship, and service. 



Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div. 
 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S. 

 

Deacon 
Eric Black 

 
 

* 
 

Sunday Services 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
in person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


