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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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The ashes have long since washed away. You didn’t even notice when they
disappeared—maybe that same night, maybe the next morning when you
stepped into the shower, the water carrying away the last traces of dust.
Now, weeks later, Ash Wednesday feels like a distant memory. The stark-
ness of that moment—the whispered reminder of your own frailty, the cool
grit against your skin—has softened into the ordinary weight of Lent.

And yet, something lingers. Not the ashes themselves, but the truth they
carried. “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

What does it mean to be dust, weeks after the ritual has faded? When the urgency of repent-
ance has dulled, when the promises of discipline break, when the wilderness feels more diso-
rienting than holy—what then?

Lent has always been a season of stripping away, of making space, of remembering. But this
year, (to me) it feels different. The old rhythms of giving something up or taking something on
seem almost too neat, too predictable. What if this Lent is not about control, but surrender?
Not about fixing, but facing?

And what if, in the wilderness of it all, you find yourself asking questions that don’t have easy
answers?

What if Lent isn’t about getting somewhere, but about learning to stay?

Sitting with the unanswered questions.

Holding the tension between faith and doubt, loss and longing.

Letting yourself be human, fully human, knowing God holds you even in the dust, even in the
waiting.

Maybe that was the real mark of Ash Wednesday—not the smudge on your skin, but the truth
it left behind.

The prophets spoke of ashes turned to beauty, of mourning turned to joy—but what if you're
still in the in-between, where the dust has settled, but the new thing has not yet begun?

Lent is not a rush to Easter. It is the space where we sit in the tension, the longing, the not-
yet.

So you press your fingers lightly to your forehead, and remember the ashes on your forehead.
The mark is gone, but maybe it was never really about the ashes at all.

Maybe the real work of Lent is learning to trust that love holds you, even here.

Peace Be With You,
Pastor Brian
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MUSIC & WORSHIP

Ready for Resurrection

Easter is coming soon, and we want to be ready! But preparing for Easter
involves more than planting spring flowers or cleaning the house and
cooking the food for the family Easter dinner. To appreciate Jesus’ Resur-
rection and what it means for us and the world, we need to prepare our-
selves spiritually. Messiah offers numerous opportunities to grow in
God’s grace and we hope that you will avail yourselves of all or most of these activities.

¢ Soup Suppers. Wednesday evenings, April 2,9, and 16, at 6:30. After a time of
eating and fellowship we continue our study of The Slow Way, a simple guide to
spiritual practices.

¢ Sunday Worship, April 6, 9:00 and 10:30 AM. Pastor Brian will conclude his ser-
mon series on the Psalms, where we discover the ways God demonstrates his love
for us.

¢+ Coffee and Hymns, April 6 and 13, 10:30 AM. An informal time of exploring the
hymns we will be singing the following week, learning the stories behind the
hymns and discovering what the texts are saying to us.

+ Palm/Passion Sunday, April 13, 9:00 and 10:30 AM. Come and experience the ex-
citement of Jesus’ royal entry into Jerusalem and then hear of the sacrifice that
will soon follow.

¢+ Maundy Thursday, April 17, 7:00 PM. This service, climaxing in Holy Communion
and the stripping of the altar, recalls the final meal that Jesus shared with his disci-
ples before he was crucified.

+ Good Friday, April 18, noon and 7:00 PM. On this solemn occasion we hear how
Jesus suffered and died to show God'’s love for us.

+ Easter Sunday, April 20, 9:00 and 10:30 AM. Come join the celebration as we pro-
claim in song and alleluias that Jesus Christ is risen. Alleluia!

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God!
For Messiah’s Worship and Music Ministry,
Stan Engle
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Hello Messiah People of God,

By the time you read this, we will be full swing into Lent
» looking forward to Holy Week. | trust that your Lenten disci-
plines are meaningful reminding you of the sacrifice of our
Lord Jesus Christ. May they serve to reorient you back to the
God that loves us so very deeply.

As the weather gets warmer, you know what happens to
our yards. The grass gets greener and it starts to grow. Time to
get the lawnmower ready! The same thing happens here at Messiah. The grass will be in
need of cutting soon. We are in need of people who are able and have the time to assist
us in keeping the lawn of our beautiful campus cut, neat and in order. We have a riding
mower for the largest part of our lawn and then the areas around the building need to be
spin trimmed. Yes, it is a huge undertaking. But imagine this undertaking with just the
three people who are doing it now. We can be creative, in creating teams of people who
want to be involved in this work. The work can be done over two days if that fits your
schedule. Messiah needs your help. Please, if this is something that you are able to partici-
pate in at some level, please contact our Facilities Director Denise Gibbons at 260-485-
8716, ext. 108, or denise@messiahlc.com. Thank you!

As springtime approaches, it is a time of renewal for the earth. It’s also a time to think
about what we can do anew this year. Yes, we’re in the middle of Lent and some of us
have specific Lenten disciplines. Beyond Lent, there are myriad opportunities to do some
of the things that we didn’t get to last year. This is a new year to renew contact with
friends that we’ve fell out of contact with. This is a new year to visit those elderly relatives
or friends. This is a new year to set out on that volunteerism adventure that has been tug-
ging at your heart strings. The possibilities are endless and springtime invites us to step
out into the newness of this year do the work of God with our hands. God be with you all
as you reflect on what new thing(s) you will do this year to bring about the kingdom of
God here on earth.

Peace of Christ to You All,

Deacon Eric Black
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CONCERT

Messiah Lutheran Church

05.17.2025

7211 Stellhorn Rd. Fort Wayne

7:00 pm
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GROWTH & LEARNING

Sunday Children’s Ministry

e As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School during the 10:30
service for ages 3 through 6" grade.

o Families will begin by starting the church service together — so take your kids with
you into church! We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release them to their
respective classrooms afterwards.

e Our classes are: Ages 3 — Prekindergarten, Room 6; Grades K— 3, Room 5; Grades 4 —
6, Room 8. These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Childcare side.

e Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another cool story with some
fun activities!

e If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School please contact
Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com

In April our lessons include Holy Week and Easter lessons.

Easter Egg Hunt Palm Sunday, April 13

We will have our annual Easter Egg Hunt for Messiah friends and family on Sunday, April
13, after church (11:45ish) — 1:30 PM in the gym. Chau’s Food Truck will be here from
11:45 AM —12:30 PM. (These guys also own Leo Donuts where we get our donuts for Do-
nut Sunday!) Join us for food, fun, and a visit from the Easter Bunny! VOLUNTEERS NEED-
ED TO HELP RUN THE EASTER EGG HUNT AND ACTIVITIES!
E Easter Egg Hunt will start 12:30 PM - check-in in the gym. This will be an
==l Open house format. Please register your children ahead of time for the
Easter Egg Hunt at the following registration link. https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/30E044FAEAE2FA6F85-55541487-messiah
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VBS Live It Out!

Messiah’s 2025 VBS will be Monday, June 9 — Friday, June 13, 6:00-
8:00 PM. This summer we will ‘Live It Out’ as we learn and discover
how to love like Jesus through music, snacks, games, crafts, and read-
ing stories in the Bible! VBS is for Preschool 3 year olds — 5th grade
students (Fall of 2025). Incoming 6th graders and older are welcome
and encouraged to volunteer with the children.

DISCOVER How 10 ) “| give you a new command. Love one another. You must love one
LOVE LIKE JESUS

another, just as | have loved you.” John 13:34

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. There is a registration fee of $10 per child, $25 max per
family. Registration includes t-shirt, snack, and all activities for the week. If cost is difficult
for your family, please email Heidi at heidi@messiahlc.com to inquire about VBS scholar-
ships for families. Register by May 18 to guarantee a t-shirt.

Please register at the following link or scan the QR Code: https://
forms.gle/3dqAfqxKYJn8mjvG7 You can also find registration links on
our Facebook, Instagram and website pages. Register as a family, but
make sure to include each child individually so we can make sure that
each child participating will have their own supplies and packet at reg-
istration!

Noisy Offering and Donut Sunday

Monies from Donut Sunday and Noisy Offering will be go towards helping with Confirma-
tion Camp next summer and upcoming mission trips.

o Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, April 13, at both services.
¢ Donut Sunday will be Sunday, April 27, beginning at 8:45 AM in the Narthex.

The Messenger
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Rummage Sale Breaks Record!

Student Ministries broke a record with our Spring Rummage Sale, raising over $4300!
Thanks to everyone who donated “stuff” and baked items for the sale, volunteered their
time, and made purchases during our Rummage Sale. This money will go towards helping
pay for camps, mission trips and activities! Special thanks to our organizers Dave & Jaci
Beard, Fran & Mike Dager, Chris & Bob Griebel, and Shirley Strope, and the many folks
who gave their time this week helping us get ready! THANK YOU!! Your stuff is helping
make a difference! Watch for a date for a Fall Rummage Sale!

Messiah Reads!

Messiah Reads is a group of volunteers from Messiah who read to the children Tuesdays
each week. Messiah Reads volunteers will choose one (or more!) Tuesdays to visit Messi-
ah Childcare at 10:00 AM. On this visit the volunteer will read two or three picture books
to preschool age children (ages 3 through 5) in the Narthex. Volunteers can bring their
own books or pick from the Childcare’s library. Be prepared for questions and stories from
the children as well as a lot of love and hugs! Messiah Reads is designed to not only en-
courage and introduce more Messiah folks to the children, but also to encourage reading
and the love of Jesus. Interested in reading or know someone who would be interested?
Let Heidi know!

Confirmation Camp 2025 (Grades 6-9, Fall of 2025)

It’s time to get your students registered for Confirmation Camp! Confirmation Camp, for
students in grades 7-9 Fall of 2025, is at Camp Lutherwald Sunday, June 15 — Friday, June
20. As part of our Confirmation Curriculum, we encourage each student to attend at least
one mission trip and at least one Confirmation Camp. You can register your student at
LOMIK.org. Cost is $450 per camper. Messiah will cover $200 per camper from Messiah.
There are also scholarships available. If you need financial assistance please contact Heidi.
We do not want the cost to keep any student from experiencing camp. Please RSVP to
Heidi ASAP if your student(s) will be attending.
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Lutheran Outdoor Ministries
Lake Luther, Lutheran Hills, and Lutherwald

If you are looking for a fun and faith-filled summer camp for your kids, check out Lutheran
Outdoor Ministries at www.lomik.org, or contact Heidi (heidijokissner@gmail.com) for a
camp brochure. LOMIK is also hiring for summer camp counselors, 18 or older!

/

Summer PULSE Local Mission Trip June 29-July 3

PULSE Mission Trip will be local this summer, serving in our own community. PLEASE LET
HEIDI KNOW IF YOUR STUDENT WILL BE ATTENDING. Right now we have two signed up.
If we don’t have more, we will have to rethink things. THANK YOU!!
e Drop off will be Sunday, June 29, in the afternoon (time tbd) at the Youth House.
e Pick up will be Thursday, July 3, 10:00 AM.
o We will be staying at the Youth House and working on a few different service oppor-
tunities in the area.

Please RSVP to Heidi by April 20.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Messiah Youth Ministries

Watch emails and The Messenger for student ministry info. If you know a student who
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let heidi@messiahlc.com know.
Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through emails also. If you are not
receiving EDGE, CIA, or PULSE emails and would like to, please email Heidi so we can get
you on the mailing list!

Youth Ministry Events at-a-glance

PULSE
PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12.

Sunday, April 6
e No Sunday School/EDGE Bible Study or Youth Groups

Sunday, April 13
e Easter Egg Hunt 11:45 AM-1:30 PM
¢ Noisy Offering — both services

Sunday, April 20
e HAPPY EASTER!! HE IS RISEN INDEED!
¢ No Sunday School, EDGE Bible Study, or Youth Groups

Sunday, April 27
e Donut Sunday

Sunday, May 4
¢ Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM
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CIA

ClA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for Con-
firmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when the kids go through
classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year.

Sunday, April 6
e No Sunday School/EDGE Bible Study, or Youth Groups

Sunday, April 13
e Easter Egg Hunt 11:45 AM-1:30 PM
e Noisy Offering — both services

Sunday, April 20
e HAPPY EASTER!! HE IS RISEN INDEED!
¢ No Sunday School, EDGE Bible Study, or Youth Groups

Sunday, April 27
e Donut Sunday
e Confirmation Class 12:00-3:00 PM

EDGE

EDGE is our youth group for students entering 5" and 6™ grades in Fall 2023. Why EDGE?
Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE is still
part of our children’s Sunday School program and will have their own Bible study on Sun-
days during the second service at 10:30 AM in room #4 (west hallway of childcare).

Sunday, April 6
e No Sunday School/EDGE Bible Study

Sunday, April 13
o EDGE Bible Study (after Kids’ Talk): Easter
e Easter Egg Hunt 11:45 AM-1:30 PM
e Noisy Offering — both services

Sunday, April 20
e HAPPY EASTER!! HE IS RISEN INDEED!
e No Sunday School/EDGE Bible Study or Youth Groups

Sunday, April 27
e EDGE Bible Study (after Kids’ Talk): The Cross Symbol Study
e Donut Sunday
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Adult Bible Studies

Tuesday Quest, 9 AM: This group studies the upcoming Sunday readings.

Tuesday, 6:30-8:00 PM: This study focuses on Luther and Lutheranism. Contact Pastor
Dave at pastordave@messiahlc.com or (260) 602-6296 for more info.

Wednesday, 10 AM: This group will be following the same program as the Wednesday
evening Lenten study.

Thursday, 10 AM and 6:30 PM: on hiatus during Lent.

Childcare News

14

¢ Thank you for your donations of baby wipes. We appreciate it very much! Our
Wipes Collection is ongoing and we will happily accept your donations at any time.

e Closed March 31st - April 4th for Spring Break
e Closed April 18th in observance of Good Friday

April 2025 The Messenger



Woman to Woman April 2025

I am thankful, loving Father,
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for your love, support and guidance in all we do. 10¢

for you, Lord, who have conquered death for me. 20¢

for the joy that | have that comes from knowing you. 10¢

for helping to do your will in quiet ways. 25¢

for these two hands with which to serve you. 10¢

for remembering us at your table of grace and giving us forgiveness in eternal life. 50¢
for your suffering that makes us certain of your power to bring life from death. 15¢
that you are my guide in life. 10¢

for reminding me and helping me to be merciful to others. 50¢

. for the trees and plants that are beautiful with their blossoms. 5¢

. for all that | have is a gift from you. 10¢

. for the gift of strength to get me through the day. 5¢

. for the patience you offer me to cope with my problems. 10¢

. for the fullness of joy that you are always near. 5¢

. for giving us hope in you always. 10¢

. for the rain you bring to nurture our crops. Thank you for our farmers and the food they pro-

vide. 10¢

for the grace you give me as a sinner. Do | offer that opportunity to others? 10¢
that you died on the cross and for my sins that | may have eternal life. 25¢

for your commandment, Lord, to love one another. 10¢

for the Risen Christ who grants us life with Him in eternity. May we rejoice always! $1.00
for the many blessings you grant us each day. 5¢

for our missionaries around the world. Give them strength. 10¢

for the necessary chores | have to do today. Be with me while | do them. 5¢

for the Bible writers who wrote your story so that | could know it. 10¢

for my family and friends who give me love and support. 5¢

for all our health care providers and first responders. God bless them. 20¢

for the people who surround my life and help me when | need assistance. 10¢
for your love, Loving Father, which makes me strong. 10¢

for enabling me to see the beauty of our world. 10¢

for giving us the abundant life we live in your name. 10¢

Please bring or send offering to church last Sunday of month, April 27. Thank you for your contin-
ued support of our prayer ministry.
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CARE & NURTURE

Prayer List

Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716.
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office.

For members and friends of the congregation:

Logan Rush Sharon Clark Linda Volker
Kevin Knepper Ken Moilanen Jack Howard
Jerry Strope Becky Levi Nick Branfield
Lauren Simerman Mark Reese Steve Montez

Reggie & Diana Shull

For the men and women of our Armed Services:
lan Diers (member)
Cathy Eaken (niece of Nancy Hickman)
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black)
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook)
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze)
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort)
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons)
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker)
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OUTREACH & IN TOUCH (cont)

Food Bank News

Thank you for your continued support of Maplewood Mennonite, Purdue Fort Wayne,
and Faith & Light Food Pantries. Items especially needed this month are peanut butter,
jelly, rice, oatmeal, toilet paper, laundry soap, dish soap, and feminine hygiene products.

Cold Kids, Undie Sunday, and School Supplies

Thank you to everyone who has prayed and donated to Cold Kids, Undie Sunday, and
School Supplies. Your generosity has made a huge impact in the kids’ lives in our commu-
nity. None of this would be possible without you!

Blessings to all — Bill and Char Marker

MESSIAH
oAy e

SPRING
SHOPPING

oy www.messiahlc.com/store
RUNS
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OPERATIONS

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VU077.
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family
and friends to enroll as well!

Thrivent Action Teams

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

The Thrivent Action Team program is a fantastic benefit that can help offset the cost of
many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial Group's generosity programs
make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is FREE money that can be used
to directly support the ministries of our congregation. These funds do not come from your
personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated by Thrivent to be used as seed mon-
ey to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or service projects of your choosing.
Please consider directing your Action Teams to support Messiah. If you have any ques-
tions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent representative or the church
office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout the application and re-
porting process.
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OPERATIONS (cont)

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a gift now
or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your loved ones.

Church Staff Email Addresses

Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com

Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com

Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com

Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com

Church Board Email Addresses

Chairperson Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net

Vice Chairperson Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com

Secretary Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com

Treasurer Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com
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Messiah Lutheran Church Vision Statement
Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion,
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our vision includes a 3-5-year focus on...

MEAM — Messiah Emerging Adult Ministry (ages 20-30)

We desire to broaden our scope of ministry to meet the practical spiritual needs of single,
young adults.

Messiah Lutheran Church will commit resources to expand hospitality and engagement to
emerging adults.

In the next year, we will develop a social media ministry to engage young adults in meaning-
ful issues of faith and life. We will also create a physical space on our premises that will foster
hospitable and authentic conversations.

Families with Young Children

Messiah Lutheran Church desires to partner in worship and ministry with families with young
children. Through our preschool and childcare ministry (Preschool/Childcare), we can meet the
needs of this group, which comprises a large portion of the community surrounding the church.
It is of utmost importance to connect with these families because youth are the lifeblood and
future of our church.

We will build and strengthen our relationships to families with young children through the
Preschool/Childcare ministry.

In the next five years, we dream of growing church membership within the Preschool/
Childcare program from 10% to 60%. Furthermore, we desire to increase attendance and inclu-
sion of the congregation at Preschool/Childcare events and Preschool/Childcare families at con-
gregational events.

Forever Young

Messiah Lutheran Church is called by God to reach Empty Nesters, both those nearing retire-
ment and those already retired, with the Good News of abundant life through Jesus Christ. The
skills and experiences of these adults are a rich resource for our community.

We will offer them new opportunities for worship, for fellowship among themselves and
within our congregation, seminars and personal services to maintain and improve their quality
of life, and avenues for them to be of service to the community.

In each of the next 5 years, we will offer 4-6 meaningful outreach activities for personal
growth, fellowship, and service.
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ol Messiah Lutheran Church
BV ® 7511 stellhorn Road
.‘ Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551

Place mailing label here

Ministers
The People of Messiah

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div.

Visitation Pastor
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S.

Deacon
Eric Black, M.S., M.A.

*

Sunday Services
9:00 AM

10:30 AM
in person and online



