The Messenger

May 2025

MESSIAH

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-
coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-
nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks
of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion,
led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).




Messiah Lutheran Church
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815
www.messiahlc.com (260) 485-8716

Table of Contents

Mission Page
Growth & Learning 7
Care & Nurture 13
Woman to Woman 14
Operations 15

Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, empow-
ering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and connects
with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and com-
passion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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Worship, Fellowship, and Fun—All Summer Long!

Dear Friends,

This summer at Messiah, we’re mixing things up in the best way. Instead
o of our usual 9 AM outdoor worship every Sunday, we’ll gather once a
month for one united worship service at 10 AM in the Tony Hickman
Memorial Outdoor Chapel—followed by food, fellowship, and fun!

Mark your calendars for these special Sundays:
June 1 —Worship at 10 AM + Carry-In Picnic
July 6 — Worship at 10 AM + Carry-In Picnic
August 3 — Worship at 10 AM + Cook-Out

These gatherings are more than just a schedule change—they’re a chance for the whole
church to come together. Whether you normally attend the 9 AM or 10:30 AM service,
these Sundays are a chance to worship side-by-side, share a meal, and enjoy one an-
other’s company in a beautiful outdoor setting.

We'll worship under the trees, breathe in fresh air, and sing together in God’s creation.
After worship, we’ll gather for a carry-in picnic on June 1 and July 6. Bring your favorite
dish or dessert to share. On August 3, we’ll grill up hotdogs and hamburgers for everyone.
Bring your favorite side or dessert and we’ll provide the rest!

There will be outdoor games like Cornhole, Spikeball, Gaga Ball, and more. We’ll also have
crafts and simple activities for kids and families to enjoy. Whether you're 5 or 85, there
will be something for you.

In case of rain? No problem—we’ll still gather for one 10 AM service, but we’ll move in-
doors. Worship will be in the sanctuary and the picnic will shift to the gym.

This is a chance to build deeper relationships, reconnect with people you haven’t seenin a
while, and simply be together in the joy of community and creation.

Come as you are. Bring a friend. Let’s worship, eat, laugh, and enjoy the summer—
together.

Looking forward to a great summer together!

Pastor Brian
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Hello Messiah People of God,

) What a glorious Easter/Resurrection Day celebration!! Both services
5 \ were lively and filled with the Spirit. If you thought that all of the cel-
,"’J, ﬂ‘“ ebration was over on Easter Sunday, you’re in for a surprise. There
e are six weeks of Easter left to celebrate! So, as spring unfolds, let us
continue in our Easter celebrations! Alleluia! Jesus Christ is risen! He
is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Thank you to all of the ushers, communion assistants, tech booth volunteers and lectors
who assisted during Holy Week. It was extra duty and | am grateful that you all answered
the call for service.

We are still looking for individuals or groups of individuals who can assist with maintaining
the church lawns. One person does not have to do it all! It would be great if we could get
teams of different people that would take on different parts of the responsibility. Please
give it prayerful consideration and if you are moved to participate in this outdoor ministry,
please contact our Facilities Manager, Denise Gibbons, denise @messiahlc.com or 485-
8716 ext. 108.

Fellowship Opportunities: I'd like to introduce you to a couple of opportunities for fellow-
ship within Messiah. Maybe you already know about these opportunities, but I’d like to
shed some light on them.

Messiah Card Club- 1) For Messiah Members. 2) Meets once a month at a willing
member’s home. 3) Card Club meets on Fridays (Saturdays from time to time) from
6:00-9:00 PM. Games played are Euchre, Uno, etc. 4) Each household brings a dish to
share. If you are interested in attending this fun event, contact Bob or Chris Griebel at
rgriebell@icloud.com.

Messiah Book Club- 1) This is open to everyone. 2) Generally read one book a month.
3) Meets on the 2™ Monday of the month in the library at Messiah to discuss the
book. 4) Next meeting May 12th at 7:00 PM. 5) For May the book will be “Gilead” by
Marilynne Robinson. Please contact Kathleen Ormiston at kcormiston58 @gmail.com if
there are questions.

Enjoy this beginning of spring weather. May you be reminded in the renewal of nature,
about the renewal of your own selves in this season. Walk boldly into this new season to
what God has for you.

Peace of Christ to All,
Deacon Eric Black
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CONCERT

Messiah Lutheran Church

05.17.2025

7211 Stellhorn Rd. Fort Wayne

7:00 pm
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Faithful Stewardship in Action:
Caring for Our Church Home

As we wrap up the first part of 2025 and move into spring, we are reminded of the im-
portance of stewardship—not only in how we care for one another, but also in how we
care for the physical home where we gather to worship, serve, and grow in faith together.

Our church building is a blessing and a responsibility. Behind every worship service, out-
reach event, and ministry gathering, there are the day-to-day costs that keep our facilities
running smoothly. To give you a clearer picture, our monthly utility costs typically include:
Electricity: +/- $3,000, Water: +/- $1,000, Gas: +/- $750, not to mention phone, internet,
trash, or insurance coverage.

This winter, we were faced with unusually high snow and ice removal costs, totaling over
$12,000—a significant increase driven by the need to ensure the safety of everyone enter-
ing our building on a daily basis. On top of that, we encountered unexpected but neces-
sary repairs to our fire alarm system, where multiple HVAC duct detectors were found to
be deficient. Addressing these safety concerns cost over $6,000.

While these expenses were critical and unavoidable, they have stretched our budget as
we move through the first part of 2025. We are asking, prayerfully and humbly, for addi-
tional gifts to help offset these elevated costs. Your generosity will help us continue to
maintain a safe, functional, and welcoming space for all who enter here.

We are so grateful for the continued faithfulness of our congregation. Thank you for your
support, your prayers, and your commitment to caring for our church building.

With heartfelt thanks,
Cory Dold
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GROWTH & LEARNING

Sunday Children’s Ministry

As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School during the 10:30
service for ages 3 through 6" grade.

Families will begin by starting the church service together — so take your kids with
you into church! We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release them to their
respective classrooms afterwards.

Our classes are: Ages 3 — Prekindergarten, Room 6; Grades K — 3, Room 5; Grades 4 —
6, Room 8. These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Childcare side.

Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another cool story with some
fun activities!

If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School please contact
Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com

In May our lessons include the Great Commission and the Psalms.

Summer Break

There will not be Sunday School, EDGE, Bible Study, or regular youth groups during the
summer months of June, July, and August. Please watch emails as | am trying to schedule
a couple youth group gatherings over the summer. Happy Summer!

Mail Carriers’ Food Drive Saturday, May 10

Saturday, May 10, we will be volunteering for the Associated Churches Mail Carriers’ Food
Drive from 10:000 AM until noon. Please meet behind the Post Office off Maplecrest
(Target shopping area). You can park/drop off/pick up at the parking lot behind the Sub-
way. Please let me know if you/your student will be coming.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

ler VBS Live It Out!

Messiah’s 2025 VBS will be Monday, June 9 — Friday, June 13, 6:00-
lT 8:00 PM. This summer we will ‘Live It Out’ as we learn and discover
how to love like Jesus through music, snacks, games, crafts, and read-
U ing stories in the Bible! VBS is for Preschool 3 year olds — 5th grade
students (Fall of 2025). Incoming 6th graders and older are welcome
and encouraged to volunteer with the children.
“I give you a new command. Love one another. You must love one
another, just as | have loved you.” John 13:34

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. There is a registration fee of $10 per child, $25 max per
family. Registration includes t-shirt, snack, and all activities for the week. If cost is difficult
for your family, please email Heidi at heidi@messiahlc.com to inquire about VBS scholar-
ships for families. Register by May 18 to guarantee a t-shirt.

Please register at the following link or scan the QR Code: https://
forms.gle/3dgAfgxKYJn8mjvG7 You can also find registration links on
our Facebook, Instagram and website pages. Register as a family, but
make sure to include each child individually so we can make sure that
each child participating will have their own supplies and packet at reg-
istration!

SCANME

VBS Volunteers

If you’re going to be in 6th Grade Fall of 2025 or older, we’d love to have you as a volun-
teer for this summer’s VBS! There are many ways to volunteer — you can help with regis-
tration, lead an activity or a group of children. If you and/or your student is interested in
helping, please contact Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com
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Noisy Offering and Donut Sunday

Monies from Donut Sunday and Noisy Offering will go towards helping with Confirmation
Camp next summer and upcoming mission trips.

e Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, May 4, at both services.
¢ Donut Sunday will be Sunday, May 18, beginning at 8:45 AM in the Narthex.

6" Grade Graduation

The Messiah’s Children’s Ministry has been honored to have had the privilege to partner
with you in building a foundation for your students’ faith. The time has gone quickly and it
is time for your students to transition from Sunday School’s EDGE Bible Study to CIA
(Confirmands in Action).

Please join us on Sunday, May 18, during the 10:30 service, as we honor and recognize
our 6" grade students and their “graduation” from Sunday School.

If you are a parent of a 6" grade student we request your presence with your child at this
service as we will reaffirm the vows given at baptism and celebrate them! Please let me
know if you and your student are able to attend.

Thank you for letting us walk in faith with your children, as they have walked and
strengthened us in our walk in faith as well.

Graduate Recognition Service Sunday, June 1

Whether you’re completing high school, college, grad school, doctorate — Congratulations on
your upcoming graduation! We would like to celebrate and recognize our graduates on Sun-
day, June 1, during both services.

We will be putting together a short profile of each graduate. This consists of where they are
graduating from, their degree (if college), any honors/commendations, and post graduate

plans. Please email heidi@messiahlc.com this info along with a picture by Friday, May 23. (I
will be out of town May 24-30 and need to get this put together before | leave.) Thank you!
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Save the Dates...

Student Ministries Fall Rummage Sale October 10 & 11.

Messiah Youth Ministries

Watch emails and The Messenger for student ministry info. If you know a student who
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let heidi@messiahlc.com know.
Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through emails also. If you are not
receiving EDGE, CIA, or PULSE emails and would like to, please email Heidi so we can get
you on the mailing list!

Youth Ministry Events at-a-glance
PULSE

10

PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12.

Sunday, May 4
e PULSE @ Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM
e Noisy Offering

Saturday ,May 10
e Post Office Food Drive 10:00 AM — noon

Sunday, May 11 — MOTHER'’S DAY
e No Youth Activities

Sunday, May 18
¢ Donut Sunday
e End of Year Youth Cook Out

Sunday, May 25
e Memorial Day Weekend
e No Sunday School or Youth Activities

Sunday, June 1
¢ Graduate (high school, college, masters, doctorate.....) Recognition, both services
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CIA
ClIA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for
Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when the kids go
through classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year.

Sunday, May 4
e Noisy Offering

Saturday, May 10
e Post Office Food Drive 10:00 AM - noon

Sunday, May 11 — MOTHER'’S DAY
e No Youth Activities

Sunday, May 18
e Donut Sunay
e End of Year Youth Cook Out

Sunday, May 25
e Memorial Day Weekend
e No Sunday School or Youth Activities

EDGE
EDGE is our youth group for students entering 5" and 6™ grades in Fall 2023. Why
EDGE? Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers!
EDGE is still part of our children’s Sunday School program and will have their own Bi-
ble study on Sundays during the second service at 10:30 AM in room #4 (west hallway
of childcare).

Sunday, May 4
e EDGE Bible Study: Psalms
e Noisy Offering

Saturday, May 10
e Post Office Food Drive 10:00 AM - noon

Sunday, May 11 — MOTHER'’S DAY
o EDGE Bible Study: Proverbs
e No Youth Activities

(continued on page 14)
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Sunday, May 18
¢ Donut Sunday
e 6th Grade Recognition 10:30 service
e EDGE Sunday School End of Year Celebrations
e End of Year Youth Cook Out

Sunday, May 25
e Memorial Day Weekend
e No Sunday School or Youth Activities

Adult Bible Studies

12

Tuesday Quest, 9:00 AM: This group studies the upcoming Sunday readings.

Tuesday, 6:30-8:00 PM: This study focuses on Luther and Lutheranism. Contact Pastor
Dave at pastordave@messiahlc.com or (260) 602-6296 for more info.

Wednesday, 10:00 AM: Resuming on May 7 the library with a 6-week study “In the
Footsteps of the Savior; Following Jesus through the Holy Land.”

Thursday, 10:00 AM : Resuming May 1 in the library.

Thursday Good News Study Group, 6:30 PM: Resuming May 1; studying the book of
Romans.
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CARE & NURTURE

Prayer List

Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716.
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office.

For members and friends of the congregation:
The family of Mark Reese
The family of Ken Moilanen

Anita Ebert Harriet Paul Jill and Addyson Hockenberry
Sue Eikenberry Eric Collins Sharon Clark

Loraine Bickford Karen Springer  Jack Howard

Larry Harter Holden Rush Kevin Knepper

Barb Richardson Linda Volker Becky Levi

Lauren Simerman Donna Fritz Steve Montez

Reggie & Diana Shull

For the men and women of our Armed Services:
lan Diers (member)
Cathy Eaken (niece of Nancy Hickman)
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black)
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook)
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze)
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort)
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons)
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker)
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Woman to Woman May 2025
I am thankful, loving Father,

=
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15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

for this new month in which to serve and worship you. 10¢

that | know you and my blessings. | pray for those who don’t know you. 5¢
for the fact that you are with me always. 10¢

for your steadfastness and guidance in our lives. 10¢

for guiding our thoughts and decisions so we may honor your name. 25¢
for acts of kindness from family and friends. 5¢

for guiding me to live according to your word. 20¢

for my occupation. Do | do it for your glory? 20¢

for the beauty of our earth and we sing of the gifts you have given us. 20¢

. for sending us Jesus, our Lord and King. 15¢

. for our mothers whom we remember or honor today for their love, care, and concern. 50¢
. for our God who eases our burdens and gives us comfort. 20 ¢

. for our trust in your steadfast love and praise your holy name. 10¢

. for Pastor Brian and Deacon Eric and the ministry they offer to Messiah in dedication and

love. $1.00

for calling me to be a part of our church and serving others. 10¢

for the peace that passes understanding. 5¢

for God’s hope and promise through every chance and challenge in life. 15¢

for the telephone and all devices making communication easy. 10¢

for giving us faith to hold us steady and sure when our lives are troubled. 5¢

for Christ’s prayers that we may be one in Him. 10¢

for stirring me to do YOUR will, not mine. 10¢

for us to know and experience your truth, in Christ our Lord. 25¢

for our children, our hope for the future. 10¢

for being our guide to God’s truths for this world. 25¢

for those in need of healing and strength facing life’s challenges. 10¢

for this Memorial Day to remember our veterans who died in service to our country so that
we may live in freedom to worship you. $1.00

for lifting us to new and everlasting life, every single day. 10¢

for patience in waiting for answers to prayers that God will give in His time. 10¢
for your comforting presence in our lives as we seek your Word. 5¢

for the people in our lives who accept us as we are. Do we do that for others? 10¢
for the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. 50¢

Please bring or send offering to church last Sunday of month, May 25. Thank you for your contin-
ued support of our prayer ministry.
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OPERATIONS

Church Staff Email Addresses

Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com

Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com

Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com

Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com

Church Board Email Addresses

Chairperson Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net

Vice Chairperson Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com

Secretary Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com

Treasurer Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com
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Lutheran Night with the Fort Wayne TinCaps!

Come join us for a fun night out at the ballpark on Tuesday, June 24, 7:05 PM, for the an-
nual Lutheran Night! Tickets are only $12.00 each. (See the order form on the next page
or sign up at church.) $1.00 from each ticket purchased be shared with Camp Lutherha-
ven in Albion, specifically to their Campership Fund, which assists campers wh o wish to
attend a camp program when finances are tight. This will be an exciting evening full of fel-
lowship, baseball, and fireworks! This is also family feast night! Enjoy discounts on hot
dogs, popcorn, pizza slices, soft drinks, and more. Enjoy a spectacular fireworks display
shot directly from the field. See order form for more details.
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TUESDAY,
JUNE 24

GAME TIME:

7:05pPm

PARKVIEW

LUTHERAN NIGHT

2025 OUTING WITH THE FORT WAYNE TINCAPS

DONATION

$1.00 from each ticket will be shared with Camp Lutherhaven in Albion, Indiana,
specifically to their Campership Fund, which assists campers who wish to attend a
camp program when finances are tight.

SPECIAL DRAWING FOR TICKET ORDERS

(For orders received prior to Friday, May 16)
Prizes Include: $50 gift certificate to The Orchard Team Store, an autographed
team bat, a chance to throw out a ceremonial first pitch & more.

POSTGAME FIREWORKS

Enjoy a spectacular fireworks display, shot directly from the field!

FAMILY FEAST NIGHT (PRESENTED BY US FOODS)

Every Tuesday night, fans can enjoy discounts on select concession items
including hot dogs, popcorn, soft drinks, pizza slices and more!

LUTHERAN NIGHT - TICKET ORDER FORM - TUESDAY, JUNE 24

Name:

TICKETS # PRICE TOTAL

Lutheran Night $12

Address:

Tickets

City:

State: ZIP:

Phone: (

ext. Add. Donations

Email:

(optional)

Please return with payment by June 1+

The Messenger
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ol Messiah Lutheran Church
BV ® 7511 stellhorn Road
.‘ Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551

Place mailing label here

Ministers
The People of Messiah

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div.

Visitation Pastor
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S.

Deacon
Eric Black, M.S., M.A.

*

Sunday Services
9:00 AM

10:30 AM
in person and online



