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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and con-
nects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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More Than a Friendly Face: The Deeper Call of Fellowship
One thing | hear again and again at Messiah is this: “We need more fel-
lowship.” And | agree. But let’s be clear about what we mean by that.

Fellowship isn’t just chatting in the hallway or showing up for church
events. It’s not small talk in the narthex or knowing someone’s name but
nothing about their life.

The word the early church used for fellowship was koinonia.
It means participation, shared life, mutual care, and a common purpose.
It’s not a casual connection, it’s a commitment to one another.
True fellowship is when we know one another well enough to pray with purpose.
To recognize when someone’s missing and reach out.
To celebrate joys and carry griefs as a body.

That kind of relationship doesn’t just happen.
It takes intention, time, and presence.
Not just being around people, but being with them.

In the Book of Acts, the early church didn’t start with a strategy, they started with shared
meals, shared prayers, and shared mission. They broke bread and listened deeply. They
grew in love and trust.

That’s still how the church grows today!

When we know one another, we can trust one another.

And when we trust one another, we can follow where God is leading together.
This summer, we’ve got some real opportunities to build that kind of fellowship.
Join us for Outdoor Worship and Picnics on:

e Junel
e July6
e August3

These aren’t just fun Sundays with food (though they’ll be that too). They’re intentional
chances to slow down, share stories, and see one another more fully.

If you're new here or still finding your place, come.
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If you’ve been here for years and long for deeper connection, come.

Let’s lean into the kind of fellowship that forms faith, as a community rooted in Christ,
growing together. Not just being in the same church—but being part of one another’s
lives.

That’s koinonia.
That’s church.
That’s the invitation.

Join us!

“June Is Bustin’ Out All Over”

No, we won’t be singing that song in worship, but it does describe the
seasonal changes in the natural world around us as we enter into the
summer season. There are changes happening in our worship as well, as
you can see in the following descriptions. We hope that you will join us
on Sundays as we gather to give praise and thanksgiving to our Triune
God.

Outdoor Worship, Sunday, June 1, 10:00 AM. Only one service this Sunday! We will
gather in the Tony Hickman Memorial Chapel on the west side of the church property.
Bring your lawn chairs so you can settle back and enjoy nature as we worship. A carry-in
picnic will follow the service, so bring a favorite dish to share.

Pentecost, Sunday, June 8, 9:00 and 10:30 AM. This is the birthday of the church, as we
recall the coming of the Holy Spirit to the disciples in wind and fire. Come and hear the
story with open minds and hearts as we invite the Spirit to rule in our lives. Come, Holy
Spirit!

Trinity Sunday, June 15, 9:00 and 10:30 AM. While the concept of the Trinity may be be-
yond our understanding, we claim that the creator of all things visible and invisible came
as a man to walk upon the earth and now lives within each one of us. What a miracle!
What grace! What love!

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God!

For Messiah’s ministry of music and worship,

Stan Engle
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Hello Messiah People of God,

| hope that you all have enjoyed the uptick in temperatures and have
$ “ had a chance to enjoy the warmer outdoor temperatures. Vacation
"y/ @“ season will be upon us very soon, but the life of the church here at
I/ ~ Messiah continues.

Messiah’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) will begin June 9™ and continue
all week to the 13™. The theme is “Living it Out” and we look forward to this being a won-
derful time of learning for our children and children from the surrounding area. We did
invite all of the ELCA churches in Allen County to this program. Any endeavor like this re-
quires support from you, the church. There is a “VBS” tree in the Narthex that has tags for
some of what is needed for a successful VBS. Please stop by and see what is there. Please
contribute as you are able. If you have any questions at all about VBS, please contact Hei-
di Kissner, our Family and Youth Ministries Director, at heidi@messiahlc.com.

Our June focus will be “Bags of Grace.” If you are not familiar with this wonderful
program, it seeks to attend to the personal needs of the people experiencing homeless-
ness in Fort Wayne. Food is collected that does not require a can opener, or heating up,
so think canned meats, individually wrapped crackers, cookies, and such. There is also a
collection of travel size toothbrushes, shampoos, deodorants, and soaps. All of this is
bagged together at the church and is later distributed to those people experiencing home-
lessness. The distribution point is Freimann Square in downtown Fort Wayne. We are en-
couraged to keep a “Bag of Grace” in our vehicles to give to those whom we feel are less
fortunate as well. All are invited to participate in this important ministry. There is a collec-
tion bin at the main entrance of the church (door #1). If you have further questions,
please contact Jan Johnson, justplainjan47 @gmail.com, or Kathleen Ormiston,
kcormiston58 @gmail.com.

The Bible studies that are taking place occur in the library. They are the following:

Quest - Tuesday mornings at 9:00 AM - We are studying Heaven. This study will
end on June 10" for summer break.

Wednesday Morning Group - Wednesday mornings at 10:00 AM - We are doing a
video study on “In the Footsteps of the Savior” with Max Lucado. This study will
end on June 11" for summer break.

Hopeful Followers Bible Study - Thursday mornings at 10:00 AM - “Four Great
Loves” by Judith Allen Shelly. This study will end or be on hiatus May 29",

The Messenger June 2025 Page 5


mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:justplainjan47@gmail.com
mailto:kcormiston58@gmail.com

Good News Bible Study - Thursday evenings at 6:30 PM - We are studying the book
of Romans. This study will end on June 12" for summer break.

Each week of Bible study does not depend on your being there the week before. You may
drop in at any time. Personally, | think that this is a wonderful way to gain connection with
other people here at Messiah and be in community with each other. Please come! You are
invited and welcome!

Book Club: This month the book club will be reading “The Divine Proverb of Streu-
sel” by Sara Brunsvold. They will be meeting on June 9™ The time and location are pend-
ing because as | understand it, there will be baking involved (Oh YEAH)! For further infor-
mation, please contact Kathleen Ormiston at kcormiston58 @gmail.com.

We continue to support Faith and Light Food Pantry housed at Faith Lutheran
Church at 1700 E. Petit. Their wish list of items for June are the following:

Pancake mix Boxed Dinners
Syrup Pasta Sauce
Cereal Dry Beans

Canned Meats

There is no doubt that prices have gone up, and it has become more diffi-
cult to include the food pantries in our regular shopping. Faith and Light is now averaging
30 families a week that they are assisting. Anything that we can do to assist them in this
endeavor is greatly appreciated.

Finally, we continue to look for volunteers to assist in the mowing and mainte-
nance of our campus. Our Facilities Director Denise Gibbons has the average times for
each of the parts of the entire job. Individually, none of the parts of the whole job is more
than 90 minutes. If you can work that into your schedule, please contact Denise at den-
ise@messiahlc.com. The people who are currently doing this important work are doing a
great and wonderful job. They are Steve Berlin, Don VanWyngarden, and Mark McNeal.
They save the church what we are estimating to be about $30,000 annually. As great a job
as they are doing, they need some help. When you see them please give them a “word of
thanks.” Thank you all for your consideration regarding our campus. Also, this is not a
“man’s club.” Women are invited to give consideration to participating as well. I'm told the
seat on the riding lawnmower is very comfortable...

God’s Peace be on you all as we enter this summer season. May God bless and
keep you all!

Deacon Eric Black
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GROWTH & LEARNING

Summer Break

There will be no Sunday School, EDGE, Bible Study, or regular youth groups during the
summer months of June, July, and August. Please watch emails as | am trying to schedule
a couple youth group gatherings over the summer. Happy Summer!

Save the Dates...
Student Ministries Fall Rummage Sale October 10 & 11.

Messiah Youth Ministries

Watch emails and The Messenger for student ministry info. If you know a student who
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, please let heidi@messiahlc.com know.
Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through emails also. If you are not
receiving EDGE, CIA, or PULSE emails and would like to, please email Heidi so we can get
you on the mailing list!

PULSE
PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12.

CIA
ClIA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for
Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when the kids go
through classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year.

EDGE
EDGE is our youth group for students entering 5" and 6™ grades in Fall 2023. Why
EDGE? Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers!
EDGE is still part of our children’s Sunday School program and will have their own Bible
study on Sundays during the second service at 10:30 AM in room #4 (west hallway of
childcare).
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

ChildCare News

Page 8

¢ Thank you for your donations of baby wipes! We appre-
ciate it very much! Our Wipes Collection is ongoing and we
will happily accept your donations at any time.

¢ Andy's Knockout Chicken will be here on June 7" from
10:00 AM-2:00 PM. We have tickets available for presale, or
you can buy on the day of the sale.
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CARE & NURTURE

Prayer List

Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716.
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office.

For members and friends of the congregation:

Grace Reed Barb Richardson
Evelyn Neuhouser Donna Fritz

Val Neuhouser Holden Rush

Max Matteson Kevin Knepper
Anita Ebert Jack Howard

Harriet Paul Lauren Simerman
Sue Eikenberry Reggie & Diana Shull

Karen Springer

For the men and women of our Armed Services:
lan Diers (member)
Cathy Eaken (niece of Nancy Hickman)
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black)
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook)
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze)
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort)
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons)
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker)
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Woman to Woman June 2025
I am thankful, loving Father,
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for this beautiful day. Help me to use it to your glory. 20¢

for the music we sing in praise of our Lord. 25¢

for the healing spirit of Jesus in our lives. Please heal and comfort those in need. 25¢
for all the blessings you bestow on us. 10¢

for peace around the world today, Lord. Help us strive to achieve this. 20¢

that | know you and | pray for those who don’t. 5¢

for giving me such a wonderful family of faith in Christ. 25¢

for caregivers of disabled people. Grant them love and peace through Christ. 10¢
for opening my eyes to see you in the unexpected events this day. 10¢

. for our ministry to our children. May we help them come to know Jesus’ love. 5¢
. for our graduating seniors. Help them to continue to use their education and talents for the

glory of God. 25¢

. for the sun which helps plants to grow to feed us. 5¢
. for the stars that show your magnitude. 10¢
. for the flag that flies today reminding us of the freedom and liberty we have to worship

Christ each day. $1.00

for our fathers, both living and in memory, and our one true Father, God Almighty. $1.00
for our gift of prayer. May we use it wisely. 10¢

for the light of God’s glory, Jesus Christ, which gives us hope for the future. 10¢

for our many servants in our church who help make Messiah strong. 25¢

for my talents. Do | use them to glorify you? 10¢

for your command to love and pray for our enemies. May we follow that command. 10¢
for your strength and love in times of despair and fear, fill me with your peace. 10¢

that you start me out with a clean slate each day. Help me to remember that when relating
to others. 20¢

for your acceptance of us and the love you give. 5¢

that your words may continue to guide and inspire me. 10¢

for the men and women in our armed forces throughout the world. Grant them love and
protection from harm. 25¢

for the beauty around me. Help me to see God’s creation. 5¢

for your holy book, the Bible. Help me to listen and hear the holy words. 10¢

for making us your witnesses to everyone whom we minister. 20¢

for challenging us to believe you can change everything, even when we don’t feel free. 25¢
for your constant presence in our times of trial. 50¢

Please bring or send offering to church the last Sunday of the month, June 29. Thank you to all
donors who contribute to the Woman to Woman fund. Your gifts are much appreciated!
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OPERATIONS

Church Staff Email Addresses

Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com

Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com

Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com

Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com

Church Board Email Addresses

Chairperson Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net

Vice Chairperson Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com

Secretary Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com

Treasurer Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com
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OPERATIONS (cont)

Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar

Each month the Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar is published in the Messenger. Short
prayers are suggested for each day of the month to help women of our church with a
prayer schedule. After each prayer is a suggested amount for contributing to the Woman
to Woman fund. At the end of the month money can be brought to church and placed in
the Woman to Woman basket, or sent through the mail. This fund is an important way for
women to help each other in time of need. We thank everyone who has continued to con-
tribute to this mission and hope that the prayer calendar helps not only in a monetary
way, but in a spiritual way as well. May God Bless all of you for your continued prayers
and donations.

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VU077.
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family
and friends to enroll as well!

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your
loved ones.
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Thrivent Action Teams

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation.

These funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated
by Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or
service projects of your choosing. Please consider directing your Action Teams to support
Messiah. If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout
the application and reporting process.
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Place mailing label here

Ministers
The People of Messiah

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div.

Visitation Pastor
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S.

Deacon
Eric Black, M.S., M.A.

*

Sunday Services
9:00 AM

10:30 AM
in person and online



