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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and con-
nects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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THE OTHER BOATS
Mark 4:35-41

3> 0On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go
across to the other side.” ** And leaving the crowd behind, they took him
with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. >’ A
great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the
boat was already being swamped. ** But he was in the stern, asleep on
the cushion, and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not
care that we are perishing?” ** And waking up, he rebuked the wind and said to the sea,
“Be silent! Be stilll” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. *° He said to them,
“Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” ** And they were filled with great fear and
said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

A few years ago, | wrote and published a book using Mark 4:35-41 as the framing story.
This week, while hanging out with our Messiah middle-school kids at confirmation camp,
this same text was one of the daily themes. They asked me to share a message around the
campfire tonight, so | wrote this narrative to invite everyone into the story from a differ-
ent angle than the one | wrote from a few years ago... thinking about the other boats.

The sun slips behind the hills.

The air is thick with salt and smoke.

Your clothes cling with sweat from the day.

The sky is bruising purple.

It has been a good, but long day and you are ready for a much needed rest.

So is Jesus.

He says, “Let’s go to the other side.”

No one argues.

You’re already untying the ropes, pushing off from shore.
The wood creaks beneath your feet.

The lake stretches wide and open.

It feels like freedom to be out on the water.

The lake feels like home.

Other boats move out with you. Their silent shapes sway to the same rhythm nearby on
dark water. No words. Just the sound of a gentle wind hitting the sails and the rhythmic
lap of water against the hull that sings like a lullaby.

You smile (maybe even giggle a little) at Jesus, snoring in the back of the boat.
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Pastor Brian, continued

A slow rain cools our faces, along with the spray off the bow of the boat. It feels good on
our skin after the oppressive heat of the day. But the wind picks up, and the once subtle
rain now stings like needles on our skin. A storm is coming, but no one panics. We're used
to being on the water. We’ve been in storms before. Suddenly, lightning explodes just off
the port side and a violent gust of wind whips the sail back and forth and the ropes burn
through our palms as we fight to keep the boat on course.

Dissonant waves pound against the hull and the wind roars like dragon’s breath, terrifying
and fowl. Peter and Andrew are shouting instructions that no one can hear. Matthew
empties his stomach over the side of the boat and Thomas follows close behind, both of
them wishing they hadn’t had a second helping at supper. Panic swells like the waves on
the sea.

The boat is taking on water now. Your heart is pounding, but you look across the water,
trying to see the other boats. But the night is too dark; the rain is too heavy. And where is
Jesus? He’s asleep.

“Don’t you care that we’re drowning, Jesus?”

You don’t mean to shout.
But what else is there to say?

That’s where this story begins.

A storm.
A sleeping Jesus.
And an entire sea of boats full of people wondering if anyone cares.

You aren’t the only one caught in the storm.
You never were.
Boats crowd the sea; some carry people you love, others carry people you ignore.

Some boats are full of friends and others carry people you’ve never known or noticed. But
every single one of them is fighting waves they didn’t ask for.

All of them are wondering if help will come, and asking the same question:
“Don’t you care that we’re drowning?”
And maybe the question isn’t just for Jesus. Maybe it’s for us, too, as Jesus’ followers.

Do we care?
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Do we see the other boats?
Are we so focused on surviving that we forget to look around and notice?

What would it mean to stay close and drift a little nearer to the ones with torn sails? What
would it look like to help secure those whose hands are slipping on the ropes? How might
we shine like a beacon for those whose eyes are scanning the horizon for any sign of help?

Maybe the miracle isn’t just that Jesus showed how much he cares by speaking peace to
the wind and the waves; quieting fears and calming the sea.

Maybe it’s that none of the boats sank because they stayed together.
What if faith isn’t about pretending the storm isn’t real?

What if faith is learning to trust that God is with us and cares immeasurably for us... and
invites us to see and care for each other?

Who do you know that's fighting through a storm right now?

How can you stay close to them?
What could it look like for the people of God to carry each other through the waves?
What if this story isn’t just about Jesus calming your storm?

What if it's about seeing someone else's storm and staying close, sitting with them in and
through it?

You know people whose lives feel like they're falling apart:

The friend who never laughs like they used to.
The kid who sits alone but says they're fine.
The sibling who acts angry, but you know it’s really fear.

They might not say the words, but maybe they’re wondering:
“Does anyone care that I’'m drowning?”

You don’t have to be the savior. Jesus has that covered.
You don’t have to calm the sea. Jesus speaks peace to the wind and waves.
Just stay close. Don’t leave one another behind.

The disciples took Jesus with them in the boat.
But what if we started asking: Who are we bringing with us?
Who's in the boat next to us, and are we paying attention?

“Does anyone care that I’'m drowning?”

Jesus cares.
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Pastor Brian, continued

He didn’t stay asleep. He woke up and spoke peace over the chaos, and he still does. Not
just then. Not just there.

Here.

Now.

For you.

For the boat next to you.

He hears the cry of every voice, even the ones that can’t get the words out.
He sees the fear behind every brave face.

Jesus calms storms you can’t even name yet.

The weight of the world is not on your shoulders.

You don’t have to fix what’s broken.
You don’t have to quiet every wave.

But you can sit beside someone in the storm and they can sit beside you in yours.
You can hold their hand until the wind dies down and they can hold yours.
You can remind them they’re not alone, and they can remind you of the same.

Beloved child of God, you can be a living sign... a walking, breathing reminder that Jesus is
near and that peace is possible because Jesus (who is peace) cares.

And Jesus’ care moves through people like you and me. So when someone cries out,
“Don’t you care that I’'m drowning?”

Our presence can be one way Jesus answers.

You, in the boat beside them, close and calm and still holding on.

Still holding them.
Still holding Jesus.
Still held by grace.

Peace be still.

PASTOR BRIAN
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“In the Good Old Summertime”

We are in the midst of summer, a great time for vacation travels and
weekend outings. But on those Sundays when you are here, make sure
you come to worship in our air-conditioned building. We are grateful for
those who are faithful in attendance, and it is truly a delight to see old
friends and welcome newcomers each week.

Outdoor Worship, Sunday, July 6, 10:00 AM. Only one service on this
holiday weekend, and it will include music in both the traditional and the contemporary
styles. We will gather in the Tony Hickman Memorial Chapel on the west side of the church
property. Bring your lawn chairs or blankets so you can relax and enjoy nature as we wor-
ship. A carry-in picnic will follow the service, so bring a favorite dish to share.

Blessings to you all, stay cool, live in peace, and give thanks and praise to God each day.
Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God!

For Messiah’s ministry of music and worship,

Stan Engle

Welcome to Our New Members!
Welcome to our newest members, who joined on June 8:

Andrew Applegate & Irene Paxia and children Liam and Veronica

Linda Brennan Trudy Neal
Kim de Leon Elaina Russell
Larry Harter Jerry Strope

Dawn Holman
Alexander & Audrey Lawrence and son Simon

Anita Miller
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Hello Messiah People of God,

The summer season is upon us! The cool temperatures have gone
away and we’re starting to venture outside as we’re able. For “Den of
Deaconry” things slow down a little (well kind of). Our Bible studies
are on hiatus until after Labor Day. However, volunteer schedules,
homebound visitations, and hospital visitations continue as well as
the usual pre-worship activities.

Speaking of hospital visitations, | learned a couple of Sundays ago that one of our mem-
bers was in the hospital after a surgery via our Sunday morning worship Facebook feed!
Of course, | went to see them that same day and had a wonderful visit. Dear friends,
please reach out to Karla Williamson, Pastor Brian, or me if you know that you are going
into the hospital. It’s not that we want to “be in your business” but because we care and
want to make sure you know that you are being prayed for. Just leave us a message at the
church (485-8716) or send me or Pastor Brian a text or an email. My contact information
will be at the end of this letter. We cannot come visit you or come pray with you at the
hospital if we don’t know that you're there. So please, dear friends, don’t hesitate to con-
tact us. Thank You!

Our next outdoor worship will be July 6th at 10:00 AM. We will also have a carry-in just
like we did in June. Weather permitting, please bring your lawn chair and be prepared to
share a meal with all those with whom we worship. If the weather is bad, we will of
course be inside, but it will still be one service at 10:00 AM.

It was July 16, 2024, when | began serving the people of God here at Messiah. Yes, can
you believe it! You’ve been putting up with me for a year now! It has been a truly wonder-
ful year, and | look forward to many more, before you all put me out to pasture! J I still
remember signing forms, getting keys (that | still have to look at to make sure | have the
right one), and sitting at the conference table immediately thinking that I’'m in over my
head! Thank you again to the existing staff who have accepted me and made me feel so
very at home. And thank you to you, the people of Messiah Lutheran Church, who have
made me feel so welcomed as well. Thank you!

Be safe as you are out and about this summer. We pray for traveling mercies to you who
are traveling. Enjoy the sunshine and remember that wherever you go, the God of all mer-
cy, goodness, and grace travels with you.

God’s Peace to You All,
Deacon Eric Black E-mail: eric@messiahlc.com Cell: 260-797-3037
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to One Another,
Moving as One

Called Together: Listening, Learning, Living
Tuning Our Hearts to One Another, Moving as One

The Indiana-Kentucky Synod is embarking on a journey of listening, learning, and living
together, responding to God’s call to work with the people of God throughout our territo-
ry. Our initiative, Called Together: Listening, Learning, Living, invites everyone to joinin a
shared process of reflection and action. As we listen to God and each other, we will dis-
cover how we can work together in faith.

Phase 1: Listening to God’s Call

Listening across the synod — drawing in diverse stories, needs, and hopes

In this first phase, we focus on listening—not just with our ears but with our hearts. We
seek to understand the diverse stories, needs, and hopes of our community and where
God is at work throughout the Synod. “Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul
may live” (Isaiah 55:3). We invite you to share your story and listen deeply to one anoth-
er. Everyone’s voice is needed, as together we seek to hear God's call.

Phase 2: Learning and Living as One

Creating experiments and partnerships based on what’s been heard

Once we’ve listened, it’s time to act. In Phase 2, we'll create partnerships and opportuni-
ties based on what we’ve learned. “Just as a body, though one, has many parts... so it is
with Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:12-14). Each of us has a unique role, and together, we make
up the body of Christ, moving toward our shared purpose. “Make every effort to keep the
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3). This phase is about living
out our shared faith in Jesus with unity, humility, and love. We will work together to cre-
ate experiments and partnerships that respond to God’s call in our lives.
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GROWTH & LEARNING
Live It Out Vacation Bible School 2025 Recap

Thanks to all who helped, supported, participated, and prayed for our Live It Out Vacation Bi-
ble School this year! We touched over 12 families and 40 children and raised money for the
Dane Farlee Foundation for Riley’s Children’s Hospital as well as collected food for our food
pantry. We had a great week learning how to love like Jesus!!!

Student Ministries serving at Gethsemene’s At The Table

In June we had 3 students and 3 adults who helped serve at Gethsemene’s At The Table. Mark
your calendars! The next day we serve will be Wednesday, July 23. Please drop your students
off around the back of the church by the Food Pantry door at 5:15 PM. You can pick up your
students at 7:00 PM. This is part of an initiative requested by the students to form a partner-
ship opportunity where they can serve each month.

Confirmation Camp 2025

We finished up a great week of Confirmation Camp at Camp Lutherwald with Noah and Ava
Ealing, Ethan Cook, Lainey Dold, and Ashlyn Schaller. It’s always a privilege to spend the week
at camp with the kids. Watch your calendar for Confirmation Camp service date!

College Care Ministry

The College Care Ministry is for students going off to college. Adults and families at Messiah
“adopt” a student and help maintain correspondence, encouragement, support, and relation-
ships during the year. If you have a student who will be entering or returning to college in the
fall and you would like to have them involved, please forward their name and any contact info
to Dave Beard, dbeard2216@gmail.com or Heidi Kissner, heidi@messiahlc.com.

Child Care News

Thank you all for your help in raising money during our Andy's Knockout Chicken fundraiser!
We raised close to $1800.00 towards classroom materials.

Whip 'N' Chill will be here July 8™ at 3:00 PM. Please feel free to come by and buy some ice
cream!
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CARE & NURTURE

Prayer List

Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716.
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office.

For members and friends of the congregation:

Luke (Lily Kissner’s boyfriend) Kathy Wall

Jim Olds Marcia (Harriet Paul’s niece)

Tom (Denise Buhr’s cousin’s husband) Grace Reed

Tilly (Denise Buhr’s friend’s family) Evelyn Neuhouser

Dan & Emily (Denise Buhr’s former Val Neuhouser
coworkers) Max Matteson

Bob (Denise Buhr’s uncle) Anita Ebert

Cindy Wortman Eric Collins

Kevin Knepper Jack Howard

Linda Brennan Reggie & Diana Shull

Dave Drefke

For the men and women of our Armed Services:
lan Diers (member)
Cathy Eaken (niece of Nancy Hickman)
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black)
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook)
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze)
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort)
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons)
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker)
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Woman to Woman July 2025
I am thankful, loving Father,

O NV A WN P

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
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27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

for the gift of hope in troubling times. 20¢

for the beauty of summer and the glorious world around us. 5¢

for drawing us close to you through your Word. 10¢

for our freedom as a nation and those who fight to preserve it. 25¢

for the strength you give me when | need it. 10¢

for the gift of contentment. 5¢

for the comfort and challenge of your word. 10¢

for the faithful ministry of Pastor Brian and Deacon Eric and all of our church staff. Bless
them always. 25¢

for creating me and all that exists. 10¢

for hearing us every time we talk to you. Help us to be more faithful in prayer. 25¢
for the powerful message and harmony of music to inspire us and bring us joy. 5¢
for the gift of my car that takes me where | want to go. 10¢

for the praises we sing to your holy name. 25¢

for the blessings you have bestowed on me; may | be eternally grateful. 10¢

for giving me the faith | need to do God’s will, through Christ. 5¢

for the washing machine which makes laundry so much easier. 10¢

for the stars and their endless light, reminding me of your endless love. 25¢

for your faithful presence in times of stress. 10¢

for the Bible and the power of God’s written word. 25¢

for creating within each person her own unique gift to share. 15¢

for the many gifts and joys of summer given through God’s bountiful blessings. 10¢
for the opportunity to share your love through Christ. 20¢

Lord, give me patience to understand what you need of me. 5¢

for the gift of prayer. Lead me to continue praying always. 15¢

for the gifts of community and fellowship. 10¢

for the gift of forgiveness. Is there someone | need to forgive? 5¢

for providing strength and courage in times of trial and suffering. 10¢

for our sick and shut-ins, may we minister to them in their times of need. 10¢

for the gift of humor to see in life’s many light moments. 10¢

Help me, Lord, to be a problem solver and not just a problem. 5¢

Help me to remember you answer prayers in your time, not mine. 20¢

Please remember to bring or send offering to church on Sunday, July 27. Thank youl!
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OUTREACH

Back to School: Believe it or not, school will be starting soon, and supplies are being col-
lected. Below is a list of supplies needed. Your help is greatly needed and appreciated.
Thank you for your generosity! Please contact Bill or Charnell Marker with any questions

at bcwmarker@aol.com.

bookbag
binder (1.5 inch)
composition notebooks

crayons

dry erase markers (black)
folders (2-pocket)
glue sticks

O
O
O
O
O disinfectant wipes
g
g
O
O

hand sanitizer

O pencil box

O pink eraser

O post-it notes

O scotch tape

O sharpie (black fine tip)
O tissues

O washable markers

O boys or girls pull on pants
(sizes 5T, 6, 7, and 8)

The Messenger

July 2025
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OPERATIONS

Help Us Clear the Way!

If you've driven along EImbrook Drive recently, you may have noticed that the tree line is
getting a bit out of control. We’re facing a major cleanup project—one that goes well be-
yond the scope of our hardworking volunteers.

To improve safety, visibility, and the overall appearance of our campus, we need to cut
back 10-12 feet of dense overgrowth along EImbrook and remove several dead or dying
trees throughout the property. It’s a big job—and it's going to take professional help to do
it right.

We've received an estimate of approximately $8,000 to complete the work. While this
isn’t a small number, it’s an investment in the long-term health, beauty, and safety of our
grounds.

Can you help us make it happen?
Any additional donations toward this project are deeply appreciated. Whether you can
give a little or a lot, your support helps us steward our space with care and responsibility.
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Church Staff Email Addresses

Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com

Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com

Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com

Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com

Church Board Email Addresses

Chairperson Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net

Vice Chairperson Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com

Secretary Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com

Treasurer Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com
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OPERATIONS (cont)

Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar

Each month the Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar is published in the Messenger. Short
prayers are suggested for each day of the month to help women of our church with a
prayer schedule. After each prayer is a suggested amount for contributing to the Woman
to Woman fund. At the end of the month money can be brought to church and placed in
the Woman to Woman basket, or sent through the mail. This fund is an important way for
women to help each other in time of need. We thank everyone who has continued to con-
tribute to this mission and hope that the prayer calendar helps not only in a monetary
way, but in a spiritual way as well. May God Bless all of you for your continued prayers
and donations.

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VU077.
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family
and friends to enroll as well!

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your
loved ones.
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Thrivent Action Teams

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation. These
funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated by
Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or ser-
vice projects of your choosing. Please consider directing your Action Teams to support
Messiah. If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout
the application and reporting process.
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The People of Messiah
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