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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and con-
nects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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A Community of Peace

A hint of fall rides on the gentle breeze as the day begins on the shore of
Lake Carlos in Alexandria, MN. Along with my family, I’'m enjoying a

2 restful vacation at a family camp we’ve attended for the past eleven
years. It’s always a time of renewal—a place of peace. The friends we
reunite with here are people of peace. This week is a gift.

As summer winds down, | find myself thinking about Messiah Lutheran
Church and what it means to be a community of peace. What does that look like?

A few weeks ago, | preached from Luke 10, where Jesus sends out seventy-two people
with these words:

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into his harvest.”

The first thing | invite you to notice is what Jesus says first:
“The harvest is plentiful.”

In the church world, it’s easy to get caught in doom and gloom. There are fewer people in
the pews than there used to be. It’s hard to crack the code of outreach and welcome. But
Jesus says the harvest is plentiful. That was true then—and it’s still true now.

There are people all around us who long to be loved, known, and free. We know that
longing, too. At Messiah, we remind each other that God meets us in those longings. In
Christ, we are loved. In Christ, we are known. In Christ, we are free.

But life happens. Life is beautiful and brutal, joyful and heartbreaking. And we forget.
That’s why we gather again and again—to remember who we are and whose we are. But
the reminder we receive is not just for us. Jesus sends us to share what we’ve been given.

Here’s how he sends the seventy-two:

“Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!” And if a person of peace is
there, your peace will rest on that person; if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same
house, eating and drinking whatever they provide... cure the sick who are there, and say to
them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.””

So we go—reminded we are loved, known, and free—and we show up with peace. That’s
all. We don’t need to knock on every door or shout through megaphones. Jesus isn’t send-
ing us out with gimmicks or sales pitches. He sends us to be with people—to look for
those with whom we share mutual peace, and to stay with them.
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In my world, that looks like having coffee with a friend or hosting a game night. It looks
like being a regular in a few local spots, listening well, being kind, and tipping generously.
It might look different for you, but the heart of it is the same. Presence. Peace. And as Pe-
ter reminds us, “Always be ready to give an answer to anyone who asks about the hope in
you.” (1 Peter 3:15)

And the reason for our hope?
Jesus.
Simple enough.

Jesus, who sends us proclaiming:
“The kingdom of God is near.”

This isn’t a church growth strategy. It’s not a marketing campaign. But it is how the church
grows—organically, relationally, and deeply. The people with whom you share peace... the
ones who experience your presence, your hope, your care... they will need a community
to remind them again and again that they are loved, known, and free.

Messiah is one of those communities. We are a people of welcome and peace, and we will
keep pressing into what it means to grow in that identity.

Imagine what our church might look like one year from now if each of us simply followed
this way of Jesus. It’s not complicated. It’s just real. And it works.

What a joy it is to be part of this community of peace with you.

— Pastor Brian

Special Honors and Awards

In addition to celebrating their Class of 2025, Wartburg Theological Seminary recently
awarded an Honorary Doctor of Divinity, Honoris Causa to Bishop Timothy Mark Graham
of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod for his exceptional contributions to the church and the
world. Congratulations, Bishop Tim!
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Wrapping Up the Summer

After a super-hot summer break school is starting again, some outdoor
activities are winding down, and autumn schedules are beginning to fall
into place. Here at Messiah we have only one more outdoor worship, an
all-church campout will wind up the summer season, and some weekly
events are starting up after the summer hiatus.

Weekly worship keeps on going, of course, and outreach ministries are
still in need of helping hands and donations of money and supplies. Please keep these in
your prayers and participate as you are able. Here are a few dates you should keep in
mind.

Outdoor Worship, Sunday, August 3, 10:00 AM. Our final outdoor (weather permitting)
service for this year promises to be a good one. It will be held in the Tony Hickman Memo-
rial Chapel on the west side of the church property and will include music in both tradition-
al and contemporary styles, along with inspiring preaching and Holy Communion. It will
also include backpack blessings, as well as blessings for all who are involved in the educa-
tion system. Bring your lawn chairs or blankets so you can relax and enjoy nature as we
worship. An all-church picnic will follow, with the church providing hamburgers and hot
dogs, prepared by master chef Dave Beard. Bring a favorite side dish or dessert to share.

And on August 28 the first rehearsal for the Sanctuary Choir will take place at 6:30 p.m. If
you have ever sung (or thought about singing) in a choir, call or text me at (260) 249-8022.
The choir is open for those of high school age and older. No special abilities needed, just a
desire to praise God in song!

Blessings to you all, stay cool, live in peace, and give thanks and praise to God each day.

Soli Deo gloria—All glory be to God!

For Messiah’s ministry of music and worship,

Stan Engle
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Happy Summering Messiah People of God,

o | hope you have been enjoying our hot summer weather! | hope that
all of your travels have been joyous and to some degree adventurous
and filled with good and relaxing times for you. We are entering or
maybe have been in the “dog days” of summer. | invite you to take
some time sitting on your porch or deck or in the air conditioning to
simply sit and enjoy the beauty and the magnificence of God’s crea-

tion and to remember that you are a wonderful part of that creation. You are created in

the image of God not so much to rule over but to participate in this earth which God has
called “good.”

As we head into the fall season, | just want to acknowledge and thank all of you
who have volunteered as lectors, ushers and greeters, coffee bar attendants, communion
assistants and in the tech booth. | want to thank those of you whom I’ve called on to fill in
at some role sometimes at the last moment. You have been so very gracious, and | want
to thank you all. You are an integral part of our worship service making it go smoothly
honoring the God whom we worship. If you know of someone who you think would fit
into one of the roles, or if someone reading this thinks that they are being led by the Holy
Spirit to serve in one of these roles, please reach out to me and let’s have conversation
about how you feel you’re being led to serve. My contact information will be at the
bottom of this letter.

The Messiah Book Club is planning to read the book “Pastrix” by Nadia Bolz-Weber
for September. They will meet in the library at 7:00 PM on Monday, Sept. 8" for discus-
sions. All are welcome to attend.

The outreach focus for August is Messiah Childcare. As always, they are in need of
a number of supplies for the little children of God entrusted to our care. Unscented wipes,
cleaning wipes, and diapers are always in need. If you have questions about what is ap-
propriate, please contact our Childcare Director Ms. Portia Howard at 260-485-8716 ext.
200.

Finally, people of God, take due diligence as you’re outside enjoying the weather.
Never forget that no matter where you are, or what you’re working through, there is a
God who loves you and who is standing with you and who will see you through to the end.

God’s Peace to You All,
Deacon Eric Black Cell: 260-797-3037 eric@messiahlc.com
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GROWTH & LEARNING
Messiah’s Children’s Ministry Sunday School

Messiah’s Children’s Ministry Sunday School meets during the 10:30 AM service on Sun-
days. We will start back up Sunday, September 7! Sunday School is for children ages 3
through 6" grade. Children will be dismissed after the Kids’ Talk for Sunday School and
EDGE Bible Study.

Journey Teachers

Please watch your emails for Fall calendar dates, meeting information, and curriculum in-
formation! Journey (Sunday School) will begin on Sunday, September 7!

Backpack Blessings

Bring your backpacks and school bags on Sunday, August 3, at 10:00 AM at our outdoor
service and get those backpacks blessed for the school year during Kids’ Talk! Help us get
everyone started off for a great school year!

Confirmation Camp Presentation

Please join us on Sunday, September 14, at both services as we celebrate our students
who went to Confirmation Camp and hear their testimonies as they help lead our service.

Confirmation Save the Date!

Mark your calendars as we will be celebrating our 2025 Confirmands on Sunday, October
26.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Student Ministries serving at Gethsemane’s “At The Table”

Students in EDGE/CIA/PULSE will be meeting on the following dates at Gethsemane Lu-
theran Church to help serve at their “At The Table” community meal. Please drop your
students off in the back by the Food Pantry door at 5:15 PM and pick them up at 7:00 PM

at the same location. Watch for Eric Black or Heidi Kissner.
Wednesday, August 20
Wednesday, September 17
Wednesday, October 15
Wednesday, November 19

Messiah Youth Ministry
EDGE

EDGE is our youth group for students entering grades 5 and 6 in Fall 2025.
EDGE is still part of our Journey (children’s Sunday School) program and will
have their own Bible study on Sundays during the second service at 10:30 AM.
We will also meet at the Youth House various Sundays after the 10:30 AM ser-

vice beginning in September. Watch emails for schedules!

EDGE will be joining CIA at Dave & Jaci Beard’s house as they host a pool party
for us on Sunday, August 12, noon-2:00 PM. We’'ll provide burgers, dogs, buns,

and drinks; please send a side dish or dessert with your student.

CIA (Confirmands in Action)

ClA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. Confirma-
tion Classes will start after Labor Day. Watch emails for more information on
Confirmation Classes. We will also meet at the Youth House various Sundays

after the 10:30 AM service.
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CIA will be joining EDGE at Dave & Jaci Beard’s house as they host a pool party
for us on Sunday, August 12, noon-2:00 PM. We’ll provide burgers, dogs, buns,
and drinks; please send a side dish or dessert with your student.

PULSE

PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12. We meet on Sundays,
4:00-6:00 PM at the Youth House, beginning after Labor Day.

PULSE will meet for a pool party at Dave and Jaci Beard’s house on Sunday, Au-
gust 24, 4:00-6:00 PM! We'll provide burgers, dogs, and drinks; please send a
side or desert with your student to share!

College Care Ministry

The College Care Ministry is for students going off to college. Adults and families at Messi-
ah “adopt” a student and help maintain correspondence, encouragement, support, and
relationships during the year. If you have a student who will be entering or returning to
college in the fall and you would like to have them involved, please forward their name
and any contact info to Dave Beard, dbeard2216@gmail.com, or Heidi Kissner,
heidi@messiahlc.com.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)
Preschool & Childcare

It is awesome to see you... August! We have spent the past two months
having some summer fun here at Messiah! Welcome back to friends
MESS | A H who took the summer off! We also want to extend a warm welcome to

friends that are joining us for the first time! We hope that you find our

childcare a fun and warm learning environment! We have some fun and
exciting things to learn during the academic session. Please be sure to click on the Learn-
ing tab in your Brightwheel app the week before the academic session starts. There, you
will find the weekly lesson plan for your child's room. If you haven't already, please be
sure to bring in your school supplies to your child(ren)'s classroom. Also, be sure to pack
some extra clothing items for your child(ren).

e

Upcoming Dates
August 4th: First Day of the Academic Session

Riddle Corner!
Q: What is the smartest bug? A: A Spelling Bee!

Bible Verse of the Month

Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the
believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. 1 Timothy 4:12

Recipe Corner

Peach Cobbler Cookies! Ingredients: 1 cup butter, softened 1 cup sugar 1/3 cup packed
brown sugar 1 large egg, room temperature 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 1/4 teaspoon al-
mond extract 3 cups all-purpose flour 1-1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 1 teaspoon
cream of tartar 1 teaspoon baking soda 1/2 teaspoon salt 1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg 1
cup chopped peeled fresh peaches Directions: 1.Preheat oven to 350°. In a large bowl,
cream butter and sugars until light and fluffy, 5-7 minutes. Beat in egg and extracts. In an-
other bowl, whisk flour, cinnamon, cream of tartar, baking soda, salt and nutmeg; gradu-
ally beat into creamed mixture. Stir in peaches. 2.Drop dough by tablespoonfuls 2 in.
apart onto parchment-lined baking sheets. Bake until set, 14-16 minutes. Cool on pans 2
minutes. Remove to wire racks to cool completely. Store in an airtight container.
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CARE & NURTURE

Prayer List

Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716.
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office.

For members and friends of the congregation:

The family of Greg Bienz Linda Brennan

The family of Anita Ebert Dave Drefke

The family of Nancy Gengnagel Evelyn Neuhouser
Patty Karst (friend of the Reffs) Val Neuhouser

Luke Pleterski (Lily Kissner’s boyfriend) Eric Collins

Cindy Wortman Jack Howard

Kevin Knepper Reggie & Diana Shull

For the men and women of our Armed Services:
lan Diers (member)
Cathy Eaken (niece of Nancy Hickman)
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black)
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook)
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze)
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort)
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons)
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker)
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Woman to Woman August 2025
I am thankful, loving Father,
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for building us up to serve you and our world through Jesus’ name. 25¢

for never ceasing to call us to draw closer to you. 10¢

for patience and wisdom to love all your children. 5¢

for the rain that falls and nurtures our land. 10¢

for satisfying my deepest hunger. 20¢

for your presence and your blessings in our lives. 5¢

for being gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 10¢
for hearing prayers anywhere we utter them. 5¢

for your Son who taught what being a servant means. 20¢

. for our children as they begin another school year. May we nurture them in their search for

knowledge and help them turn to God for love and guidance. 25¢

for revealing to us your strength and mystery. Be with us as we need your guidance. 5¢
for the stories of faithful people throughout the Bible. 10¢

for your constant presence and steadfastness in our lives. 25¢

for being part of the Body of Christ which plants seeds of faith. 15¢

for forgiveness and restoration. 20¢

for loving the unlovable. 5¢

for the salvation that you grant us believers. 15¢

for teaching us how to pray and for answering our prayers. 10¢

for granting us faith to turn to you in times of despair. 20¢

for calling us back to faith when we go astray. 10¢

for the hymns of praise written in the Psalms. 20¢

for calling me to be your Disciple. 10¢

for Pastor Brian, Deacon Eric, and our church staff who help us in our faith journey. 25¢
for using me to build up Your Church. 15¢

for inspiring me when | read your word. 10¢

for all those who are sick in mind or body and need your love and healing power. 25¢
for giving us our abundances in life; may we offer thanks always. 10¢

for providing strength and courage in times of trial. 5¢

for helping me to trust in You more fully each day. 15¢

for helping us find you in the goodness and graces of this life. 25¢

for showing me your holiness amidst the world’s brokenness. 10¢

Bring or send offering to church on last Sunday of month----August 24

Thank you to all for your contributions to the Woman-to-Woman fund.
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OUTREACH
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Back to School!

Believe it or not, school will be starting soon, and supplies are being collected. Below is a
list of supplies needed. Your help is greatly needed and appreciated. Contact Bill or Char-
nell Marker with any questions at bcwmarker@aol.com. Thank you for your generosity!

O bookbag O dry erase markers (black) [ scotch tape

O binder (1.5 inch) O glue sticks O sharpie (black fine tip)

O composition notebooks O hand sanitizer O tissues

O crayons O pencil box O washable markers

O disinfectant wipes O pink eraser O boys or girls pull on pants
O folders (2-pocket) O post-it notes (sizes 5T, 6,7, and 8)

August Outreach Focus

Messiah's Childcare Ministry is our August Qutreach Focus! We are dedicated to sup-
porting our children’s growth and learning by ensuring our classrooms are filled with the
tools and resources they need.

To make it easy for you to join in this effort, we’ve created an Amazon Wish List with
items that will directly benefit our children and teachers. Every contribution, big or small,
helps us create a safe, nurturing, and engaging environment for our kids.

Simply scan the QR code to view our Amazon Wish List and see how you
can bless our childcare ministry this month. Thank you for being a vital
part of this outreach and helping us share God’s love through the gift of
learning and care!
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OUTREACH
Faith and Light Food Pantry Outreach Ministries

A Ministry Partner of Messiah Lutheran Church

A Beacon of Hope in Southeast Fort Wayne

Faith and Light Food Pantry Outreach Ministries, located at 1700 East Pettit Avenue in Fort
Wayne, is a Christ-centered outreach dedicated to meeting the basic needs of individuals and
families in our community. Their ministry is rooted in compassion: to serve, uplift, and em-
power through the love and grace of Jesus Christ.

Faith and Light serves a growing number of neighbors in Southeast Fort Wayne. With the re-
cent closure of another area pantry, their reach has expanded, and the need for food and re-
sources continues to rise. Meanwhile, supply challenges have made it increasingly difficult to
keep shelves stocked.

Thanks to faithful support from congregations like Messiah Lutheran Church and others
across Fort Wayne, Faith and Light continues to shine as a beacon of hope. Each donation—
whether food, funds, or time—makes a real difference for someone in need.

How You Can Help

As members of Messiah, we are invited to be part of this vital ministry. Here are three ways
you can get involved:
1. Pray—Keep the families served, the volunteers, and the ministry’s leadership in your
prayers.
2. Support — Your financial gift ensures pantry shelves stay stocked and hungry neighbors
are fed.

3. Share— Spread the word about Faith and Light to others who may want to get involved.
Ways to Give through Messiah

® Place a donation in the offering box or drop off contributions at the church office (please
note “Faith and Light” in the memo)

® Give online at www.messiahlc.com/give and note Faith and Light or Food Pantry under
other gifts

® Or, if you prefer, you can give directly to: Faith and Light Food Pantry 1700 East Pettit Ave
Fort Wayne, IN 46806

Together, we can continue to reflect Christ’s love—one meal, one prayer, and one act of kind-
ness at a time.
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‘Messiah Lutheran Church

'CAMPOUT

"SEPTEMBER 5 - 7

7211 STELLHORN RD. FORT WAYNE, IN 46815

Attention Campers & Glampers!

Come One, Come All for fellowship, food, and fun on Messiah’s lovely campus. Not a
Camper or a Glamper? Come and see what it’s all about! Join us September 5-7. If you
have any questions, please contact Kandy Dold or Jayne Reff.

Bags of Grace

We will be distributing Bags of Grace again the middle of September and need to replen-
ish our supplies. We are especially in need of socks (crew or tube type for men) and tooth-
brushes in addition to protein (l.e. tuna, chicken, or Vienna sausages), pudding, fruit,
cheese or peanut butter crackers, and cracker packs. All items need to be individually
packaged. Please see Jan Johnson with any questions.
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OPERATIONS

Church Staff Email Addresses

Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com

Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com
Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com

Church Board Email Addresses

Chairperson Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net
Vice Chairperson Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com

Secretary Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com

Treasurer Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com
Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VUO77.
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family
and friends to enroll as well!
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A
Q; THRIVENT

FINANCIAL®
Connecting faith & finances for good.®

Thrivent Action Teams

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation. These
funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated by
Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or ser-
vice projects of your choosing. Please consider directing your Action Teams to support
Messiah. If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout
the application and reporting process.

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your
loved ones.
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ol Messiah Lutheran Church
BV ® 7511 stellhorn Road
.‘ Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551

Place mailing label here

Ministers
The People of Messiah

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div.

Visitation Pastor
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S.

Deacon
Eric Black, M.S., M.A.

*

Sunday Services
9:00 AM

10:30 AM
in person and online



