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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and con-
nects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN YOU
AND ME 15 YOU USE SCRIPTURE
TO DETERMINE WHAT LOVE MEANS
AND I USE LOVE TO DETERMINE
WHAT SCRIPTURE MEANS.

How We Read the Bible
Matters

| recently saw a cartoon where
=1 Jesus says:

“The difference between you
and me is you use scripture to
determine what love means and
| use love to determine what scripture means.”

It made me stop and think. Of course, the Bible is
full of teaching about love. But if we forget that LrL
God’s love comes first, we can end up reading the @, k@dpas‘l'or.cm
Bible in ways that miss the point.

From the very beginning of creation, God’s love and grace have been the foundation of
everything. The Bible is not just a rulebook or a history lesson. It is a witness to God’s end-
less love for us.

At Messiah, we believe that how we read the Bible matters. Lutherans talk about walking
a “middle road”:

Some treat the Bible like a science book, saying every detail must be literal.
Others dismiss it completely if it doesn’t read like modern history.

Instead, we see the Bible as God’s Word because through it, God points us to Jesus,
the living Word.

That means we read scripture through the lens of God’s love in Christ. When we do, we
hear both challenge (law) and comfort (gospel). We see how God has always been at work
through ordinary people in real places. And we discover that the story isn’t finished—God
is still speaking love to us today.

This fall, you’re invited to join us for Bible Study. There are several times and opportuni-
ties available. You can find the full schedule at www.messiahlc.com, the church calendar,
or call the office. We’d love to help you get connected. Bring your questions, your doubts,
and your hopes. You don’t need to be an expert. We’'ll read together, listen for God’s
voice, and let the Spirit shape us through love.

Because at the end of the day, the Bible’s message is simple and life-changing:
You are loved. Always have been. Always will be.

Peace Be With You, Pastor Brian
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Hello Messiah People of God!

As summer is winding down, we are looking forward to the
start of the fall season. That means that Bible studies will be back in
full swing! Here is the schedule as we know it:

9:00 AM Tuesdays - Deacon Eric is facilitating this study time. This group studies
the gospel scripture for the coming Sunday. We have been known to “go off the
rails” on more than one occasion as the Holy Spirit moves us. Usually, laughing is
involved.

6:30 PM Tuesdays - Deacon Eric is facilitating this study time. This group is more of
a “traditional” Bible study where we work to connect the Bible to our present
lives. We will be studying the prophecies of Isaiah.

10:00 AM Wednesdays - Pastor Brian is facilitating this study time. His topic is yet
to be announced, but you can count on it to have something to do with practical
approaches for realizing the Holy Spirit moving in your life.

10:00 AM Thursdays - Pastor Brian is also facilitating this study time. His topic is
yet to be announced, but trust that it will be thought provoking and something
that will stick with you throughout the day.

6:30 PM Thursdays - Pastor Dave Williamson is facilitating this study time. His top-
ic will be “Responding to the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20).” Expect dis-
cussions of what this means to you and how it is a part of your daily life.

It is our hope and prayer that you will be able to attend one or more of these stud-
ies as your schedule allows. As important as the topics are, we also seek to build commu-
nity with our discussions and questions. This is one of the ways that we get to know each
other better as a church. We learn from sharing differing opinions and views. Just know
that all are welcome!

Our September outreach focus will be collecting bed sheets to assist St. James
Lutheran Church in an ongoing outreach ministry in which their sewing group makes pads
for cancer patients. Plain, printed, flannel—any fabric and any sheet size (no pillowcases).
Please contact Kathy Johnsonbaugh, Email: kjiohnsonbaugh@frontier.com, for more info.
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The Messiah Book Club will be discussing “Pastrix” by Nadia Bolz-Webber on Sep-
tember 8" at 7:00 PM in the library. On October 13" at 7:00 PM in the library the Messi-
ah Book Club will be discussing “The Girl Who Baptized Herself” by Meggan Watterson. All
are welcome to come and be a part of this sharing in community through reading and dis-
cussion.

As we return to our fall schedule, no doubt things around the church will get busi-
er. Let us all exercise patience and love with and for one another. | continue to be
touched by the song that was sung Sunday, August 17" by our Worship Band, “God Is in
the Story.” God is in each of our stories no matter where we are on our journey. No
matter what we are going through, God is in our midst. May we feel God’s presence each
and every day in some way.

God’s Peace to You All,

Deacon Eric Black
Messiah Lutheran Church
eric@messiahlc.com
Cell: 260-797-3037

Thursday Night Bible Study

Dear Family of Messiah,

| am excited about a new Adult Class | will be offering. The class will begin on Thursday,
September 4, in the library, and run from 6:30- 8:00 PM. | am calling the class:
"Responding to the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20).” The main book | will be using
is: "Christianity For the Rest Of Us" by Diana Butler Bass, PhD.

Please consider attending. | hope for a good amount of learning and discussion!

If you are unable to attend this class, please talk to Deacon Eric about other adult learning
options!

Pastor Dave
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MUSIC & WORSHIP

Finding a Place

As we enter into the rhythms of the fall season, it is a good time to ex-
plore new possibilities of service, fun, and fellowship. | naturally think of
musical activities like singing in the choir, playing handbells, or playing
an instrument as a solo, in an ensemble, or accompanying the choir. If
you have ever considered any of these, or if you hear God nudging you
o in this direction, please call or text me at (260) 249-8022. | would love to
help you see what possibilities might be interesting to you.

If you are not interested in getting involved musically but would like to find a way to serve
in our worship, please call me or Deacon Eric Black. There are numerous ways to partici-
pate more fully in the worship life of our congregation, and there is certainly one that is
right for you.

A new addition to our worship this fall is the Hymn of the Month. Each month we will sing
an unfamiliar hymn every Sunday, so that it will be an old friend by the end of the month.
We hope that you will enjoy finding new and meaningful hymns to add to your memory
bank.

Here are a few special worship occasions in September:

Fielder, the amazing duo of Addison Agen and Skye Peterson, will be in concert at
Messiah on Friday, August 12, at 7:00 p.m. Call the church office to get a ticket.

Our confirmation class will tell of their experiences at confirmation camp this past
summer at both services on September 14. Come and hear of the amazing growth
and faith journeys of our young people!

Blessings to you all, live in peace, and give thanks and praise to God each day. Soli Deo
gloria—all glory be to God!

For Messiah’s ministry of music and worship,

Stan Engle
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GROWTH & LEARNING

Messiah’s Children’s Ministry Sunday School

As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School for ages 3 years old
through 6th grade. (EDGE, 5" and 6" grade youth group, is also part of Sunday
School).

Our Sunday School begins on Sunday, September 7, during the 10:30 service. Families
will begin by starting the church service together — so take your kids with you into
church! We will call the children up for Kids” Talk and release them to their respective
classrooms afterwards.

Our classes are: Ages 3 — Prekindergarten, Room 6; Grades K — 3rd grade, Room 7;
Grades 4 — 6, Room 5. These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Childcare side.

Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another cool story with some
fun activities!

On September 7, children ages 3, Kindergarten, and 3rd grade will receive new Bibles.

Please register your child at the following link. https://forms.gle/sZCgYoMdFuiMFa2t5
(There will be paper registration forms available as well)

If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School, please contact
Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com.

Messiah Student Ministries

Our goal in our student ministries is to provide our youth with a solid faith foundation
through opportunities to grow a lasting faith together that they can depend on through-
out the struggles of life’s transitions. We will provide a dependable ‘youth network’ of
relations through activities, both intergenerationally and independently. Emails are sent
on Fridays with reminders, updates, and new information on events and student ministry
happenings! If you know a student that would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE,
please let Heidi know, heidi@messiahlc.com.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Messiah Youth Ministries
At Messiah we have 3 different Youth Groups: EDGE, CIA, and PULSE.
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EDGE

EDGE is our youth group for students entering grades 5 and 6. Why EDGE?
Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers!
EDGE is still part of our Sunday School program and has their own Bible study
on Sundays during the second service at 10:30 AM. In addition to Bible Study,
EDGE students will meet most Sundays from 12:00-2:00 PM at the Youth
House, along with CIA.

e September 7 — EDGE Bible Study 10:30 AM, Room 5
EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

o September 13 — Young Eagles at Smith Field Airport 9:00 AM

e September 14 — EDGE Bible Study 10:30 AM, Room 5

o September 17 — Gethsemane’s “At the Table” 5:15-7:00 PM

e September 28 — EDGE Bible Study 10:30 AM, Room 5
EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

e October 4 — Rummage Sale Table Set Up 5:00-6:00 PM

CIA

ClIA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands
for Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when
they prepare for confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year. Confirmation
Classes are the time that we review the ELCA Lutheran Catechism, what it
means to be Lutheran, and how t o live a life with Jesus. Confirmation is a time
when the students, along with their parents, family, and sponsors, reaffirm
their baptism and take responsibility for their faith. CIA meets with EDGE stu-
dent most Sundays at the Youth House from 12:00-2:00 PM with a light lunch.
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e September 7 — EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

o September 13 — Young Eagles at Smith Field Airport 9:00 AM
o September 14 — Confirmation Class 12:00-3:00 PM

e September 17 — Gethsemane’s “At the Table” 5:15-7:00 PM
e September 28 — EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

e October 4 — Rummage Sale Table Set Up 5:00-6:00 PM

PULSE

PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12. We get together to talk
about current events, the stress and struggles of high school, and how we can
use the Bible, our faith, and the fellowship of those around us to give us
strength. PULSE meets most Sundays at the Youth House from 4:00-6:00 PM
with snacks and drinks.

o September 7 — PULSE Youth House 4:00-6:00 PM

o September 13 — Young Eagles at Smith Field Airport 9:00 AM
e September 14 — PULSE Youth House -4:00-6:00 PM

e September 17 — Gethsemane’s “At the Table” 5:15-7:00 PM
e September 21 — Putt-Putt 4:00-6:00 PM

o September 28 — PULSE Youth House 4:00-6:00 PM

e October 4 — Rummage Sale Table Set Up 5:00-6:00 PM

Bible Sunday

Parents of 3 year olds, Pre-Kindergartners, Kindergarteners and 3™ graders,

We are honored to have the privilege to partner with you in the spiritual nurturing and
growth of your child on Sunday, September 7, at both services. We will be presenting your
child with a Bible. The presentation will be during the Kids Talk. At the 10:30 service, the
children (ages 3 through 6" grade) will be dismissed to attend their respective Sunday
School class. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Heidi at 627-0728 or
heidi@messiahlc.com.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)
Children/Youth/Preschool/Childcare Installation Blessing

We will have a special installation blessing at the 10:30 service on Sunday, September 7,
for all the Journey, EDGE, CIA, PULSE, and Preschool/Childcare teachers. Please contact

Heidi if you would like to volunteer in any capacity with our children’s or student minis-
tries.

Messiah Student Ministries Are Flying on Saturday, September 13!

EDGE, CIA, and PULSE students are invited to join us to fly with the Young Eagles on Satur-
day, September 14, 9:00 AM at Smith Field Airport (426 Ludwig Rd), Hanger 2. We’ll meet
in the parking lot at 9:00 AM and get in line together for our turn to fly the skies of Fort
Wayne!

What is Young Eagles? It’s a program to offer flights free of charge to give interested
young people an opportunity to go flying in a general aviation aircraft. You can get more
information and register at youngeaglesday.org/?10093. ***Legal parent or guardian
must sign a registration form for each child before that child will be allowed to fly.

Confirmation Camp Presentation

Please join us on Sunday, September 14, at both services as we celebrate our students
who went to Confirmation Camp and hear their testimonies as they help lead our service

Confirmation Classes

Confirmation classes will begin for students in CIA on Sunday, September 14, from 12:00-
3:00 PM. Lunch will be provided and then we will launch in our first lesson, The Ten Com-
mandments! Don’t forget your Bible and your “Here We Stand” Student Book.

Confirmation Save the Date!

Mark your calendars! We will be celebrating our 2025 Confirmands on Sunday, October
26.
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Gethsemane Lutheran Church “At the Table” Ministry

Last year our youth asked to help in the community more. So we have partnered with
Gethsemane Lutheran Church to help one Wednesday evening a month with their “At the
Table” community meal. We meet at 5:15 PM at Gethsemane at the back of the church by
the Food Pantry door and help serve meals. We are finished at 7:00 PM. “At the Table”
serving dates are Wednesdays, September 17, October 15, and November 19.

Noisy Offering and Donut Sundays
As part of our fundraising, Student Ministries has Noisy Offering and Donut Sundays.

e Noisy Offering is on Sunday, September 14, and is when we show a video during the
service of the youth activities from the previous month. Our students walk around
with metal buckets so folks can make some noise throwing their coins in the buckets.

e Donut Sunday is on Sunday, September 28. We will use someone’s Thrivent Team to
purchase donuts (one Thrivent Team covers two Donut Sundays!!). The donuts are
available in the Narthex with a suggested donation of $S1 per donut. Youth help set up,
serve, and clean up the donuts.

Fall Rummage Sale!

Start cleaning out those closets!! Messiah Student Ministries will host a Fall Rummage
Sale on Friday, October 10 — Saturday, October 11. You can start bringing all your goodies
on Sunday, October 5. All monies earned will go towards our summer 2026 mission trips!

Children and Student Ministry Leaders

We have been blessed once again to have folks who have answered the call to be Sunday
School, EDGE, CIA, and PULSE leaders. Following are our leaders for your children and
youth: Megan Bergan, Marin Spahr, Kasey Kissner, Ava Ealing, Chris Counterman, Dave
Beard, Craig and Shelly Musolf, Carey and Linda Baker, Pat and Walt Strasser, Dane Farlee,
Shirley Strope, and Jeff and Kelly Phillips.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)
College Care Ministry 2025

The College Care Ministry is kind of an adoption program for students going off to college.
Adults and families at Messiah “adopt” a student help to maintain correspondence, en-
couragement, and relationships during the year. If you have a student who is entering col-
lege in the fall or is going back to school and you would like to have them involved, please
forward their name and any contact information available to Dave Beard,
dbeard2216@gmail.com, Chris Counterman, rxcountl@frontier.com or Heidi Kissner,
heidi@messiahlc.com.

Messiah Preschool & ChildCare

September so soon! Welcome to the month of fall!l We now have one month of learning
under our belts, with many more to come! This month we are learning about all types of
things, such as: Forest animals, what emotions are, and community helpers! We will actu-
ally be having some community helpers come visit for that week's lesson; how fun is that!
As the seasons change, please be sure your child's extra clothing here does as well. We
will be having some other changes go on in program. To better serve the ever-growing
infant care need in our community, we will be adding a second infant room in the upcom-
ing weeks/months. More on that will come about as we iron out the details.

Teacher Feature!

Our teacher-feature this month is Mrs. Bex! Mrs. Bex is a floater here at Messiah. You will
often see her in one hallway and then another within minutes! She has been with Messiah
for almost two years and has previous childcare experience. Her favorite color is baby
pink, and she loves pepperoni pizza. When she is not zipping through the hallways, she
enjoys cross stitch and spending time with family. Be sure to say hello to Mrs. Bex when
you see her!

Important Upcoming Dates

September 1st: Closed for Labor Day

Bible Verse of the Month
“l can do everything through Christ who strengthens me.” — Philippians 4:13
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CARE & NURTURE

Prayer List

Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716.
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer
chain, please let Karla know by email or calling the office.

For members and friends of the congregation:

Olivia Roby (great-granddaughter of Luke Pleterski (Lily Kissner’s boyfriend)
Eric & Joyce Black) Kevin Knepper

Richard Hambrock Linda Brennan

Kathy (friend of Keli Bergan) Dave Drefke

Jameson Easterday Evelyn Neuhouser

Nancy (aunt of Heidi Kissner) Val Neuhouser

Juniper Glaze Eric Collins

Kathy Ruprecht Jack Howard

Patty Karst (friend of the Reffs) Reggie & Diana Shull

For the men and women of our Armed Services:
lan Diers (member)
Cathy Eaken (niece of Nancy Hickman)
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black)
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook)
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze)
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort)
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons)
Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker)
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Woman to Woman September 2025
I am thankful, loving Father,

1.

W N RWN

=
o

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

for this Labor Day to honor those who labor in any capacity. May God grant them
strength and protection in their labors. $1.00

for this new day. May | use it faithfully for thy purpose. 25¢

for your care for me. Remind me that you are always there. 10¢

for your source of our daily bread. May we lift our hearts in praise to you. 25¢
for keeping us in your tender care when trials come upon us. 10¢

for this beautiful weather we are having. Thank you, God! 20¢

for the instruments and music we sing to praise and honor you. 10¢

for your compassion to tend to your beloved ones in need. 25¢

for your healing power in times of sickness. 50¢

. for the strength to live each day when the impossible overwhelms us. Help us to keep

the faith. 10¢

for the gift of forgiveness. Am | using it? Help me. 15¢

for all the people who work to make this church yours. Be with them. 10¢
for your patience and mercy always. 5¢

that | have you to provide me with hope in a time of my despair. 20¢

for my friends who brighten my day. 5¢

for the blessed gift of children. Help us to nurture them in your ways. 10¢
for giving us God’s grace so freely! Help us to forgive others as you have forgiven us.
25¢

for my family who show me love and support in so many ways. 15¢

for the peace you provide for me in times of need. 10¢

for my treasures, but do | put them above you? Help me, Lord. 10¢

for the gift of humor. Help me to use it in a pleasing way. 5¢

that | live in a land of peace, and | pray for those who don’t. 20¢

for the blue sky, reminding me that your love is endless. 15¢

for your healing power to all those in need. 20¢

for our missionaries around the world who spread your love. 25¢

that | can give of my time, my money, and my things. Help me to be grateful. 10¢
for all that | have that comes from you. 10¢

for this day in which to give you thanks. 5¢

for the gift of music to celebrate your goodness to us. 10¢

for your Word and the lives and works of others. 25¢

Bring or send offering to church on last Sunday of month----September 28
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OUTREACH

‘Messiah Lutheraﬁ'ChUréh '

CAMPOUT

"SEPTEMBER 5 - 7

. 7211 STELLHORN RD. FORT WAYNE, IN 46815

Attention Campers & Glampers!

Come One, Come All for fellowship, food, and fun on Messiah’s lovely campus. Not a
Camper or a Glamper? Come and see what it’s all about! Join us September 5-7. If you
have any questions, please contact Kandy Dold or Jayne Reff.

Bags of Grace

We will be assembling Bags of Grace after the 9:30 service in Satre Hall on September 14.
All are welcome to join us. WE ARE STILL IN NEED OF PROTEIN, TOOTHBRUSHES, AND
FRUIT. Please contact Jan Johnson with any questions, justplainjan47 @gmail.com. We will
distribute the bags on September 29.
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OPERATIONS

Church Staff Email Addresses

Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com

Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com
Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com

Church Board Email Addresses

Chairperson Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net
Vice Chairperson Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com

Secretary Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com

Treasurer Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com
Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VUO77.
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family
and friends to enroll as well!
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A
Q; THRIVENT

FINANCIAL®
Connecting faith & finances for good.®

Thrivent Action Teams

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation. These
funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated by
Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or ser-
vice projects of your choosing. Please consider directing your Action Teams to support
Messiah. If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout
the application and reporting process.

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your
loved ones.
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ol Messiah Lutheran Church
BV ® 7511 stellhorn Road
.‘ Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551

Place mailing label here

Ministers
The People of Messiah

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div.

Visitation Pastor
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S.

Deacon
Eric Black, M.S., M.A.

*

Sunday Services
9:00 AM

10:30 AM
in person and online



