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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and con-
nects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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You Belong Because You Are Beloved

Of all the Christian writers and theologians, Henri Nouwen has had the
most impact on me. His book “The Way of the Heart” is the first thing |
P read following my heart attack, and | felt like it was a letter addressed to
me. All of Nouwen’s work centers on a truth so simple that we often
overlook it, yet so deep that it can change everything: we are God’s Be-
loved. Our identity does not rest on what we achieve, what we possess,
or what others think of us. These things shift, sometimes daily. They can build us up one
moment and leave us empty the next. But God’s love is not like that. God’s love is steady
and permanent. God’s love names us Beloved before we have done anything at all.

Think about the story of Jesus’ baptism. Before Jesus preached a sermon, healed a sick
person, or fed a crowd, a voice from heaven declared, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with
you | am well pleased.” That is the voice of “first love,” as Nouwen calls it. It is the voice
that comes before all others. It is the foundation of our faith.

The challenge is to let that truth become more than an idea in our heads. Living as the Be-
loved shapes even the ordinary details of daily life like how we wake up in the morning,
how we work, how we rest, how we handle disappointment, and how we love one anoth-
er.

That is not always easy. We hear so many other voices telling us we are only as good as
our latest success or failure. The voice of fear tells us we are one mistake away from being
rejected. The voice of comparison whispers that we are not enough. And our own insecu-
rities can shout louder than all of them combined.

As the Beloved we learn to listen for the steady, loving voice of God that says, “You are
mine. You are loved. You belong.”

This matters for us as a community at Messiah. Churches are not communities of the per-
fect. God doesn’t love us and gather us together as the church because we have achieved
some level of goodness, or because we think alike, or because we always get along. We
are the church because God calls each of us beloved. We belong because we are be-
loved—not the other way around.

If we are all beloved children of God, then we cannot reduce one another to categories,
failures, or accomplishments. We can learn to see one another as gifts and extend grace.
We can learn to practice forgiveness, because we are forgiven. As the church we can cre-
ate space for all kinds of people, because belonging is not earned, it is given.
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We may still disagree and wound one another at times. But when our foundation is belov-
edness, we won’t stay stuck in those places. We remember that God’s first word about us
is love, and that word is also God’s first word about the people around us.

My hope for us is that this truth takes root more deeply in our community. That we re-
mind one another, again and again, of God’s love. That we allow our worship, our service,
our friendships, and even our struggles to be shaped by this voice of first love.

Because when we live as the Beloved, we find freedom. We don’t have to prove ourselves
or chase belonging. We already belong. We are already loved. And from that place, we
can love others more fully, freely, and joyfully.

So hear this again today: You are God’s Beloved. You belong because you are beloved.

Pastor Brian
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Hello Messiah People of God,

9 The fall season is in full swing. Vacations are coming to an end; school
has started and off we go looking into the not-too-distant future.
Reformation Sunday will be October 26th. All Saints Sunday on No-
vember 2nd. We’re not going to even talk about Advent! As we move
through these times on the liturgical calendar, we give thanks to God

for being with us, loving us and encouraging us to continue being the “light on the hill” for

our communities to “come and see.”

For all of our outreach efforts moving forward we will be using the umbrella, “God’s
Work. Our Hands.” You may have heard this wording before from the ELCA. It has been
used to highlight an annual workday where a congregation may have undertaken a com-
munity project instead of having worship that day. I’'m excited to believe that we are tak-
ing this a step further that instead of one day, we will be using this language to illustrate
all our outreach efforts throughout the year. This is in my opinion so very important to
show this connection that each of us has doing God’s work. When you pray for these
efforts or drop something in one of the bins, you, yes YOU, are doing God’s work with
your hands. Now imagine all of us praying and contributing as we can to our outreach
efforts! I’'m excited to see how undertaking this change in collective thought affects our
faith community. Thank you, Pastor Dave, for lighting this flame for us.

For October our outreach focus will be God’s Work. Our Hands for “Cold Kids,” which is
sponsored by Bill and Charnell Marker. This traditionally has been later in the year, but we
wanted to get a head start on the cold weather by having our donations in by the time the
cold weather started. We will have a collection bin for coats, hats, scarves, and gloves.
These donations will go to Arlington Elementary, Holland Elementary, Most Precious
Blood, Abbett Elementary, and Adams Elementary. We work with Associated Churches in
this most important endeavor. Look for more information in the form of an information
slide and the announcements.

Thank you all for your continued support of the Faith and Light Food Pantry and the Pur-
due Food Pantry. They both are so very appreciative of our efforts on their behalf. This is
indeed the epitome of “God’s Work. Our Hands” as we help to feed those less fortunate in
our city.

The Messiah Book Club will meet on October 13 at 7:00 PM in the library. The book will be
“The Girl who Baptized Herself” by Meggan Watterson. You are invited to come and join
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this discussion. No previous experience or attendance is necessary. We will look forward
to seeing you there!

Finally, | can’t say thank you enough to our volunteer worship assistants who Sunday after
Sunday greet us, serve us our coffee, hand us our bulletins, serve us communion, and
work in the tech booth. This too is God’s work being done with all your hands. So many of
you have volunteered to take open spots. So many of you have just stepped into roles
when someone was unexpectedly absent. So many of you never tell me “No” when | call
on you to fill a position. | give thanks to Almighty God for each and every one of you. | am
certainly blessed to work with you.

God’s Peace to you All,
Deacon Eric Black
Messiah Lutheran Church
Cell: 260-797-3037

Page 6 October 2025 The Messenger



MUSIC & WORSHIP

Sing a New Song!

This past month we began a Hymn of the Month program at the 9:00
AM service, and the response was tremendous! The congregation sang
the new hymn as if they had known it all their lives. This month we will
learn another song, and | am sure that you will be singing it well in a few
weeks. The psalms tell us to sing a new song to the Lord, and | delight in
your willingness to do just that. Thank you, and keep on singing!

October has several services to meet special needs in the congregation and community.
Take a look at these, put them on your calendar, and keep them in your prayers.

Sunday, October 12, 7:00 PM. We will hold a service of remembrance for those who
have experienced loss of a child during pregnancy, infancy, or early childhood. This
special service reminds us that we are not alone in our grief and that the love of
God is with us during our journey.

Saturday, October 18, 10:00 AM. Bring your pets (or toy animals) to the Tony Hick-
man Memorial Chapel for a blessing in the spirit of St. Francis, the patron saint of
animals.

Sunday, October 26, 10:00 AM. Confirmation Sunday. We will have just one service
this day so the entire congregation can participate in this important milestone for
our young people. This blended service will include traditional hymns and contem-
porary praise songs, great preaching, Holy Communion, and the public confession
of faith by the confirmands. Join us for this great celebration.

Soli Deo gloria—all glory be to God!

For Messiah’s ministry of music and worship,

Stan Engle
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GROWTH & LEARNING
Messiah’s Children’s Ministry Sunday School

e As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School for ages 3 years old
through 6th grade. (EDGE, 5" and 6" grade youth group, is also part of Sunday
School).

e Our Sunday School takes place during the 10:30 service. Families will begin by starting
the church service together — so take your kids with you into church! We will call the
children up for Kids’ Talk and release them to their respective classrooms afterwards.

e Our classes are: Ages 3 — Prekindergarten, Room 6; Grades K — 3rd grade, Room 7;
Grades 4 — 6, Room 5. These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Childcare side.

e Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another cool story with some
fun activities!

e Please register your child at the following link. https://forms.gle/sZCgYoMdFuiMFa2t5
(There will be paper registration forms available as well)

e If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School, please contact
Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com.

Sunday School in October

This year we are trying to use the same Gospel lessons that church follows for the Sunday
messages. In October we will be learning about Seeds of Faith, the Ten Men Healed, and
Jacob. There is no Sunday School on Sunday, October 26. This is Confirmation Sunday and
there will be one service at 10:00 AM.

Trunk or Treating and Movie Night

On Friday, October 24, beginning at 5:30 PM, families are invited to join us as we cele-
brate fall with trunk or treating and an outdoor movie night! There will be designated cars
on the south side of the church for the children to go around “trunk or treating.” In case
of bad weather, we will cancel. Please watch Facebook the day of for updates.
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Special appearance of Chau Time Food Trunk from 5:30-7:00 PM! (These guys also own
Leo Donuts where we get our donuts for Donut Sunday!) The Chau’s have also been kind
enough to eliminate the minimum orders for the night for us!

Volunteers/Donations: We are in need of adults and youth volunteers to sit in their cars,
or parking spots, and hand out treats. We are also in need of bags of candy or other trin-
kets or treats for the children. Any donations can be left in the office. Come dressed up
wearing your costumes and decorate your vehicle and bring a friend to have fun cele-
brating the fall season with Messiah!

*

5:30-7:00 PM Chau Time Food Truck and Cars can set up that are providing trunks
*  6:30 PM Trunk or Treat

* Between 7:00 and 7:15 PM we will show a Fall/Halloween movie for the family on
an outdoor screen!

«* This is a free event. Food truck purchases are families responsibilities.
*  We will be collecting wet wipes for Messiah Preschool and Childcare.
In case of bad weather we will cancel. Please watch Facebook the day of for updates.

E| --4.E| Registration is required. This is just so we know how many kids to plan for!
=A% You can register at the following link: https://forms.gle/EsqDP9RvvQnrgyyms

Any questions, contact Heidi Kissner. heidi@messiahlc.com or Portia, por-
tia@messiahlc.com.

Messiah Student Ministries

Our goal in our student ministries is to provide our youth with a solid faith foundation
through opportunities to grow a lasting faith together that they can depend on through-
out the struggles of life’s transitions. We will provide a dependable ‘youth network’ of
relations through activities, both intergenerationally and independently. Emails are sent
on Fridays with reminders, updates, and new information on events and student ministry
happenings! If you know a student that would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE,

[=] please let Heidi know, heidi@messiahlc.com. Please take a few moments to

2 register your student for this year, if you haven’t already. Thank you!
https://forms.gle/09ZfYTXCPtNj4ZCa8.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Messiah Youth Ministries
At Messiah we have 3 different Youth Groups: EDGE, CIA, and PULSE.
EDGE

EDGE is our youth group for students entering grades 5 and 6. Why EDGE? Be-
cause these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE
is still part of our Sunday School program and has their own Bible study on
Sundays during the second service at 10:30 AM. In addition to Bible Study,
EDGE students will meet most Sundays from 12:00-2:00 PM at the Youth
House, along with CIA.

Saturday, October 4, 5:00-6:00 PM
Rummage Sale Set Up

Sunday, October 5
EDGE Bible Study 10:30 AM, Room 8
EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

Monday, October 6 — Thursday, October 9
Rummage sale Set up — let Heidi know when you are available to help

Friday, October 10
Rummage Sale 9:00 AM-4:00 PM — need volunteers to help with cus-
tomers and take money

Saturday, October 11

Rummage Sale 9:00 AM—Noon: need volunteers to help with custom-

ers and take money

All Youth — Rummage Sale tear down & cleanup, pizza 5:00-7:00 PM
Sunday, October 12

Noisy Offering

Bible Study 10:30 AM, Room 8

No Youth House

Wednesday, October 15
Gethsemane Lutheran Church “At the Table” 6:00-7:00 PM
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CIA

Saturday, October 17
EDGE/CIA Kuehnert Corn Maze & Fall Festival, 6:00-8:00 PM

Sunday, October 19
Bible Study 10:30 AM, Room 8
No Youth House

Friday, October 24, 5:30 PM
Trunk or Treat

Sunday, October 26 — Confirmation Sunday, One Service 10:00 AM
No Sunday School or Youth Activities

ClA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands
for Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when
they prepare for confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year. Confirmation
Classes are the time that we review the ELCA Lutheran Catechism, what it
means to be Lutheran, and how t o live a life with Jesus. Confirmation is a time
when the students, along with their parents, family, and sponsors, reaffirm
their baptism and take responsibility for their faith. CIA meets with EDGE stu-
dent most Sundays at the Youth House from 12:00-2:00 PM with a light lunch.

The Messenger

Saturday, October 4, 5:00-6:00 PM
Rummage Sale Set Up

Sunday, October 5
EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

Monday, October 6 — Thursday, October 9
Rummage sale Set up — let Heidi know when you are available to help

Friday, October 10
Rummage Sale 9:00 AM-4:00 PM — need volunteers to help with cus-
tomers and take money

Saturday, October 11
Rummage Sale 9:00 AM—Noon: need volunteers to help with custom-
ers and take money
All Youth — Rummage Sale tear down & cleanup, pizza 5:00-7:00 PM
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

CIA (continued)
Sunday, October 12
Noisy Offering
No Youth House

Wednesday, October 15
Gethsemane Lutheran Church “At the Table” 6:00-7:00 PM

Saturday, October 17
EDGE/CIA Kuehnert Corn Maze & Fall Festival, 6:00-8:00 PM

Sunday, October 19
Confirmation Class 12:00-3:00 PM, Youth House

Friday, October 24, 5:30 PM
Trunk or Treat

Sunday, October 26 — Confirmation Sunday, One Service 10:00 AM
No Sunday School or Youth Activities

PULSE

PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12. We get together to talk
about current events, the stress and struggles of high school, and how we can
use the Bible, our faith, and the fellowship of those around us to give us
strength. PULSE meets most Sundays at the Youth House from 4:00-6:00 PM
with snacks and drinks.
Saturday, October 4, 5:00-6:00 PM
Rummage Sale Set Up

Sunday, October 5
PULSE Youth House 4:00-6:00 PM

Monday, October 6 — Thursday, October 9
Rummage sale Set up — let Heidi know when you are available to help

Friday, October 10
Rummage Sale 9:00 AM—4:00 PM — need volunteers to help with cus-
tomers and take money
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Saturday, October 11
Rummage Sale 9:00 AM—Noon: need volunteers to help with custom-
ers and take money
All Youth — Rummage Sale tear down & Cleanup and pizza 5:00-7:00 PM

Sunday, October 12
Noisy Offering
No Youth House

Wednesday, October 15
Gethsemane Lutheran Church “At the Table” 6:00-7:00 PM

Sunday, October 19
PULSE Youth House 4:00-6:00 PM

Friday, October 24
Trunk or Treat - We can use anyone available to help hand out treats!
We provide candy for the youth to hand out.

Saturday, October 25
Kuehnert Corn Maze, 6:00-8:00 PM

Sunday, October 26 — Confirmation Sunday, One Service 10:00 AM
No Sunday School or Youth Activities

Fall Rummage & Bake Sale

Start cleaning out those closets!! Messiah Student Ministries will host a Fall Rummage &
Bake Sale on Friday, October 10 — Saturday, October 11. Drop off begins Sunday, October
5, in Satre Hall. No electronics, mattresses, TVs, or VHS tapes. Goodies for the bake sale
can be dropped off starting Thursday, October 9. Tell your friends and neighbors to clean
out their closets and bring stuff in...then come back to buy more good “stuff!” Questions
or the desire to help - contact Heidi. All monies earned will go towards our summer 2026
mission trips!
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Confirmation 2025

Please join us on Sunday, October 26, for one service at 10:00 AM as we celebrate our
2025 Confirmands! Congratulations to Ethan Cook, Noah Ealing, Jayden Riegsecker, Quinn
Kilby, and Addy Ricker!!

Confirmands — don’t forget your written Faith Statement is due to Pr. Brian by Sunday,
October 12.

Confirmation Class

For those students who are interested in getting confirmed, class will be Sunday, October
19, 12:00-3:00 PM at the Youth House. Lunch will be provided then we will launch into
our lessons. Don’t forget your Bibles!

Gethsemane Lutheran Church “At the Table” Ministry

Last year our youth asked to help in the community more, so we have partnered with
Gethsemane Lutheran Church to help one Wednesday evening a month with their “At the
Table” community meal. We meet at 5:15 PM at Gethsemane at the back of the church by
the Food Pantry door and help serve meals. We are finished at 7:00 PM. “At the Table”
serving dates are Wednesdays, October 15 and November 19.

Noisy Offering

Noisy Offering is on Sunday, October 12, and is when we show a video during the service
of the youth activities from the previous month. Our students walk around with metal
buckets so folks can make some noise throwing their coins in the buckets.
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College Care Ministry 2025

The College Care Ministry is kind of an adoption program for students going off to college.
Adults and families at Messiah “adopt” a student help to maintain correspondence, en-
couragement, and relationships during the year. If you have a student who is entering col-
lege in the fall or is going back to school and you would like to have them involved, Please
contact Heidi. Interested in being a sponsor for one of Messiah’s fine college students?
Being a sponsor entails first and foremost praying for your student. Also regular mailings,
text or calls of encouragement, and special reach-outs on their birthday, finals, or other
special dates. If you would like to be a a sponsor for a college student or would like more
information, please contact Dave Beard, dbeard2216@gmail.com, Chris Counterman,
rxcountl@frontier.com or Heidi Kissner, heidi@messiahlc.com.

Volunteer Opportunities for Students!

Whether you need volunteer hours for school, National Honor Society, or pumping up
your resume (colleges, scholarships and future employers love to see volunteer work!),
we have options for you to be involved! There are opportunities to be a reader during the
9:00 AM service, serve communion, read announcements, usher, work the coffee bar,
help in the sound booth, or help with Sunday School. If your student is interested in any of
this, please contact Heidi for more information!
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Messiah Preschool & ChildCare

Hello October...the month full of pumpkin-spiced everything! This month, we are learning
about all things farm, trees, and a pumpkin's life cycle. Be sure to be on the lookout for
some fall-inspired artwork coming home with your child this month! As the seasons
change, please be sure your child's extra clothing here does as well.

Teacher Feature

Our teacher-feature this month is Miss Kaitlynn! Miss Kaitlynn started off at Messiah as a
floater. You will now catch her teaching in room 3, as she has taken on the 2 1/2's co-
teacher role! She has been with Messiah for almost two years and has previous childcare
experience. Her favorite color is teal, and she also loves pizza. When she is not going over
the ABCs in circle time, she enjoys reading and writing. Be sure to say hello to Miss Kait-
lynn when you see her!

Upcoming Dates

10/6: Holiday Wishes Fundraiser due

10/21: Pumpkin Patch Rooms 2-4 (this is an in-house event)
10/22: Pumpkin Patch Rooms 5-8 (this is an in-house event)
10/24: Trunk or Treat 5:30-7:00 PM (more info to follow)
10/31: In House Candy and Treat Grab

Riddle Corner

Q: What is a scarecrow's favorite fruit? A: Straw-berries!

Bible Verse of the Month

"The Lord is my light and my salvation— whom shall | fear? The Lord is the stronghold of
my life— of whom shall | be afraid?" -Psalm 27:1
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CARE & NURTURE

Prayer List

Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. Names
will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer chain, please let
Karla know by email or calling the office.

For members and friends of the congregation:

Rhea Tinker (mother of Denise Gibbons) Luke Pleterski (Lily Kissner’s boyfriend)
David Kite (brother of Diana Vargo) Kevin Knepper
Roger & Sharon Jordan Dave Drefke
Derek & Lydia Herschberger (grandson of Evelyn Neuhouser
Sharon Clark) Val Neuhouser
Chuck Ellis Eric Collins
Carol Miller (friend of Chris Griebel) Jack Howard
Nancy (aunt of Heidi Kissner) Reggie & Diana Shull

Kathy Ruprecht

For the men and women of our Armed Services:

lan Diers (member), Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black), Preston Kerlegrand
(grandson of Garry & Jean Pook), Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie
Glaze) Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark), Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Char-
nell Marker), Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker), Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort),
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark), Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gib-
bons), Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker), ke Studebaker (husband of Jackie Stu-
debaker).

Grief Support Group

As you may know, Messiah offers to its members and community a grief support group
experience. We meet on the 1* and 3" Mondays of each month in the library. If joining us
would be helpful to you or to someone you know, please do not hesitate to attend. Call
Pastor David Williamson if you have any questions (260-602-6296).

Although | led grief support groups in the past, when | came to Ft. Wayne | trained as a
group facilitator at the Peggy F. Murphy Community Grief Center, 5920 Homestead Road.
The Center is affiliated with Stillwater Hospice.
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Woman to Woman October 2025
I am thankful, loving Father,
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21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

for your love and comfort to all who have experienced illnesses or natural disasters. 25¢
that | can pay my bills and pray for those who can’t. 10¢

for the sun that shines; offering us brightness and happiness. 5¢

for these hands to serve you as needs arrive. 10¢

for your faithfulness to me. Never let me go. 25¢

for the treasure of faith. Make me bold to share it with others in Christ’s name. 25¢

for the leaves to rake, reminding me of how they cooled the house past summer. 10¢
for these legs. Lead them where you will. 10¢

for the safe shelter you provide for me, through Christ. 20¢

. for people who gave their lives for their faith in you. 15¢
. for Pastor Brian, Deacon Eric, and staff, and the ministry they devote to God and

Messiah Church. 25¢
for our children; our hope for the future. 5¢
for opening our hearts to hear of your Word in devotions. 10¢
for those who volunteer at church in many capacities. Thank them for their service. 10¢
for gathering all our prayers into the grace of Christ’s love. 20¢
for remembering those who have suffered pregnancy, infant, or child loss. $1.00
for forgiveness and restoration. 20¢
for all my communication devices | have, and | give ten cents for each one. ????
for the colorful beauty around me. Help me to appreciate it. 5¢
for giving us courage to live in your way of love, service, and generosity. 25¢
for our families who love and support us. 10¢
for helping us to remember that serving you is not a chore. 5¢
Help me to leave the worrying to you and to maintain trust in your will. 10¢
for the sun that shines and warms our spirits! 5¢
for our confirmands as they reaffirm their baptism and profess their faith in Jesus. 25¢
for this Reformation Sunday as we remember Martin Luther and his stand for the
ministry of Jesus Christ. $1.00
for helping us care for the strangers among us in any capacity. 10¢
for prayer, and | pray that you guide me in using it. 5¢
for the extra strength you give me to use in difficult times. 10¢
for the stars at night that remind me of your endless love for us all. 5¢
for God’s knowledge and love of us despite hiding our flaws and imperfections behind
masks and costumes. 25¢
Please bring or send offering to church last Sunday of month---October 26
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OUTREACH

JOSH WIEBON Celebrate the Season with NOEL:

NOE L A Christmas Concert with Josh

WITH SPECIAL GUEST JJ WEEKS/’ i B Wllson & JJ Weeks

DEG §£J / Messiah Lutheran Church invites you to NOEL,
M ESSIQ H ? special Christma.s conce.rt experience featur-
ing Josh Wilson with special guest JJ Weeks.
This Pay-As-You-Wish event is offered as a
Christmas blessing to our community — there’s no set ticket price. While the suggested
gift is $15 per person, we encourage additional donations to support the artists and bless
others.

Bring the whole family for an uplifting night of songs, stories, and hope. Josh Wilson,
known for his dynamic one-man-band looping performances, layers multiple instruments
live on stage, creating a full and captivating sound. Enjoy a mix of original and traditional
Christmas songs, along with radio favorites like “Revolutionary,” “Dream Small,” and
“That Was Then, This Is Now.” Through honest stories of his journey with anxiety, depres-
sion, and addiction, Josh shares the hope and healing he has found in Jesus.

Special guest JJ Weeks will inspire with his powerful voice, heartfelt storytelling, and
poignant songs like “Let Them See You.”

This concert is made possible in part by a generous grant from The Lutheran Foundation,
whose support helps us bring uplifting events like this to our community.

Join us for an evening of joy, encouragement, and holiday spirit as we celebrate the true
meaning of Christmas together!

Date & Time: December 6, 2025, at 7:00 PM
Location: Messiah Lutheran Church
Tickets: Pay-As-You-Wish (Suggested $15)

https://messiahlutheranchurch.simpletix.com/
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OPERATIONS

Church Staff Email Addresses

Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com

Executive Administrator Cory Dold cory@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com
Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com

Church Board Email Addresses

Chairperson Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net
Vice Chairperson Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com

Secretary Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com

Treasurer Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com
Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VUQ077.
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family
and friends to enroll as well!
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A
Q; THRIVENT

FINANCIAL®
Connecting faith & finances for good.®

Thrivent Action Teams

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation. These
funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated by
Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or ser-
vice projects of your choosing. Please consider directing your Action Teams to support
Messiah. If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout
the application and reporting process.

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your
loved ones.
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o Messiah Lutheran Church
BV ® 7511 stellhorn Road
.‘ Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551

Place mailing label here

Ministers
The People of Messiah

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div.

Visitation Pastor
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S.

Deacon
Eric Black, M.S., M.A.

*

Sunday Services
9:00 AM

10:30 AM
in person and online



