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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and con-
nects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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Have you ever played “I spy?”
“l spy something red.”

“l spy something that starts with B.”

It's interesting what happens when you start looking on purpose. You
see red everywhere. Fire hydrants. Brake lights. A cardinal on a fence post. Things that
were always there suddenly became impossible to miss.

Thankfulness works the same way.

By giving thanks we can train our eyes to notice that even in the mess of life, there are
small signs of God’s presence. A friend who texts at just the right moment. The way sun-
light hits the kitchen counter in the morning. The fact that you’re still here, still breathing,
still held.

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, “Give thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thessa-
lonians 5:18). Not for all circumstances. We don’t have to be grateful for pain or loss, but
we can be thankful in all circumstances, there’s something to notice. Some thread of grace
woven into the fabric of our days.

Intentionally giving thanks is a way of seeing. A way of remembering that we’re never
alone, that God’s love is constant, and that even the smallest signs of beauty matter

A Simple Practice to try: Each day this week, notice three things you’re grateful for. Write
them down, say them out loud, or share them with someone you love. They don’t have to
be big. In fact, the smaller the better. The warmth of your coffee. A phone call that made
you laugh. The way your dog greets you at the door like you’ve been gone for years.

And if gratitude feels hard right now? That’s okay too. Start with one thing. Or start with
this: I’'m grateful | don’t have to do this alone. Because you don’t. God is with you. We are
with you. And together, we’re learning to see the red fire hydrants—the small, persistent
signs that love is here, love has always been here, and love will never let us go.

You are loved. Completely. No matter what.
Grace and peace,

Pastor Brian
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Hello Messiah People of God,

9 | am sitting here looking out my window seeing that the leaves are
turning and falling. Our seasons are in a period of transition and so is
our church. Our Executive Administrator Cory Dold, by the time of
this reading, will have left us finding new employment with Lakewood
Park Christian School. We most certainly miss him already and we are

most appreciative of the work that he has done for Messiah Lutheran Church. | pray God’s

choicest blessings on him and his family as they begin this new chapter in their lives.

We are well into the 3™ quarter, and | will be beginning work on the worship assis-
tant schedules for 2026. My goal is to have all of the schedules done so that they can be
sent out to you mid-December 2025 and have time to make adjustments before 1* quar-
ter 2026. THANK YOU to all of you who volunteer as weekly worship assistants. Our wor-
ship efforts would suffer greatly without you. | so greatly appreciate you!

The Messiah Book Club will meet on November 10™ in the library at 7:00 PM to
discuss “A Desperate Faith” by Jo Kadlecek. All are welcome!

Our Bible studies will continue until Advent (November 30”‘). They are Tuesday
mornings at 9:00 AM, Wednesday mornings at 10:00 AM, Thursday mornings at 10:00
AM, and finally Thursday evenings at 6:30 PM. During Advent, we will be participating in
an Advent Study titled “Awake to Wonder” authored by our own Pastor Brian Spahr. Eve-
ryone is welcome and invited to walk in mystery and wonder as we move through this Ad-
vent season.

Thank you so very much for all of your very generous donations for all of the
monthly outreach focuses we support under the umbrella of “God’s Work. Our Hands.”
For November-December, our focus will be the Christmas Families. We anticipate having
the gift tag tree up by our annual meeting on November 16"™. The bin for Christmas Fami-
lies will also be out by November 16", We ask that the tags from the gift tag tree be re-
turned by December 9" The wrapping of the gift(s) will be optional. Thank you in ad-
vance for doing God’s work with your hands in giving to those less fortunate than our-
selves.

God’s peace to you all as we enter this time of Thanksgiving and Advent.
Peace of Christ,

Deacon Eric Black
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MUSIC & WORSHIP

We Gather Together. ..

This is a complicated month. Many months of the church year have a
single focus, but November has several major festivals, the secular holi-
day of Thanksgiving Day, and other activities. It makes for an interesting
season, and we hope that you will participate fully in all these meaning-
ful gatherings.

Sunday, November 2. All Saints Sunday. On this day we remember dear
ones who have died, particularly those of our congregation who have passed away
during the past year. Along with the sadness we experience at their passing, we
recall the promise of resurrection that God offers to us.

Sunday, November 16, 10:00 AM. Annual Meeting Sunday. There is just one service
on this Sunday. It will blend traditional and contemporary elements as we hear the
Word and celebrate Holy Communion. The annual meeting will follow our time of
worship.

Sunday, November 23. Christ the King Sunday. On this final Sunday of the church year
we hail the crucified Christ as the King of the world and of our lives.

Sunday, November 30. First Sunday of Advent. The new church year begins with a
wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! Though we vigilantly watch for the promised
day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this
day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

Looking forward to seeing you at worship. Soli Deo gloria—all glory be to God!

For Messiah’s ministry of music and worship,

Stan Engle
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GROWTH & LEARNING
Messiah’s Children’s Ministry Sunday School

e As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School for ages 3
years old through 6th grade. (EDGE, 5" and 6™ grade youth group, is also part
of Sunday School).

e Our Sunday School takes place during the 10:30 service. Families will begin by
starting the church service together — so take your kids with you into church!
We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release them to their respective
classrooms afterwards.

e Our classes are: Ages 3 — Prekindergarten, Room 6; Grades K — 3rd grade,
Room 7; Grades 4 — 6, Room 5. These classrooms are in the far hallway on the
Childcare side.

e Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another
cool story with some fun activities!

e Please register your child at the following link. https://forms.gle/
sZCgYoMdFuiMFa2t5 (There will be paper registration forms availa-
ble as well)

¢ If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School, please con-
tact Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com.

Sunday School in November

e This year we are trying to use the same Gospel lessons that church follows for
the Sunday messages. In November we be learning about Zacchaeus, the Sad-
ducees Question, and God’s Love Is Forever.

e There is no Sunday School on Sunday, November 17. Ple ase join us for one ser-
vice at 10:00 AM with the Congregational Meeting following. There will be
childcare provided in Satre Hall (the gym) during the meeting.

e Thereis no Sunday School on Thanksgiving weekend, Sunday, November 30.
Happy Thanksgiving!
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Messiah Student Ministries

Our goal in our student ministries is to provide our youth with a solid faith foundation
through opportunities to grow a lasting faith together that they can depend on through-
out the struggles of life’s transitions. We will provide a dependable ‘youth network’ of
relations through activities, both intergenerationally and independently. Emails are sent
on Fridays with reminders, updates, and new information on events and student ministry
happenings! If you know a student that would like to participate in EDGE, E y E
CIA, or PULSE, please let Heidi know, heidi@messiahlc.com. Please takea . =3
few moments to register your student for this year, if you haven’t already.

Thank you! [m] Ham
https://forms.gle/09ZfYTXCPtNj4ZCa8.

Messiah Youth Ministries
At Messiah we have 3 different Youth Groups: EDGE, CIA, and PULSE.

EDGE

EDGE is our youth group for students entering grades 5 and 6. Why EDGE? Be-
cause these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE
is still part of our Sunday School program and has their own Bible study on
Sundays during the second service at 10:30 AM, Room 4 (west hallway of
childcare).

Sunday, November 2

e Bible Study, 10:30 AM, Room 8
e EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

Sunday, November 9
e Bible Study, 10:30 AM, Room 8
e EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

Sunday, November 16
¢ No Sunday School & No Youth House

Wednesday, November 19
e “At The Table” at Gethsemane 6:00-7:00 PM
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Sunday, November 23
e Bible Study, 10:30 AM, Room 8
¢ No Youth House

Sunday, November 30 — Happy Thanksgiving
¢ No Sunday School or Youth House

CIA

ClA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands
for Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when
they prepare for confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year.

Sunday, November 2
e EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

Sunday, November 9
e Noisy Offering
e EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

Wednesday, November 19
e “At The Table” at Gethsemane 6:00-7:00 PM

Sunday, November 16
e No Sunday School & No Youth House

Friday, November 21 — Saturday November 22
e Confirmation Retreat @ Mission House

Sunday, November 23
¢ Donut Sunday
¢ No Youth House

Sunday, November 30 — Happy Thanksgiving
¢ No Sunday School or Youth House
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PULSE

PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12. We get together to talk
about current events, the stress and struggles of high school, and how we can

use

the Bible, our faith, and the fellowship of those around us to give us

strength. PULSE meets most Sundays at the Youth House from 4:00-6:00 PM
with snacks and drinks.

The Messenger

Sunday, November 2
e Youth House 4:00-6:00 PM

Sunday, November 9
e Youth House 4:00-6:00 PM

Sunday, November 16
e Youth House 4:00-6:00 PM

Wednesday, November 19
e “At The Table” at Gethsemane 6:00-7:00 PM

Sunday, November 23
e Friendsgiving! 4:00-6:00 PM

Sunday, November 30 — Happy Thanksgiving!
¢ No Sunday School or Youth House

Fall Confirmation Retreat 2025

Confirmation students will be meeting for their Fall Retreat! Please drop your students
off at The Mission House at 6:30 PM Friday evening and pick them up Saturday morning at
11:00 AM. Packing list and more info will be in your emails!

Noisy Offering & Donut Sunday

Monies from Donut Sunday and Noisy Offering will be go towards helping with 2026 Mis-
sion Trips.

Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, November 9 at both services.

Donut Sunday will be Sunday, November 23 in the Narthex.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)
Fall Rummage Sale 2025 HUGE Success!!

Thanks to everyone who gave their time and treasures and made purchases at the Stu-
dent Ministries Fall Rummage Sale as we broke records again making over $4800! All of
the money raised will go towards helping to offset students’ travel costs for mission trips
summer of 2026. CIA will be going to Louisville and PULSE will be heading to Wilmington,
North Carolina! Special thanks to Roger and Heidi Griebel for organizing! Thanks to Mary,
Shirley, Laura, and Diana for spending almost every day that week helping. And thanks to
the many others that helped throughout the week!

Gethsemane Lutheran Church “At the Table” Ministry

Messiah Student Ministries has partnered with Gethsemane Lutheran Church to help one
Wednesday evening a month with their “At the Table” community meal. We meet at 6:00
PM at Gethsemane at the back of the church by the Food Pantry door and help serve
meals and have conversations with new friends. We are finished at 7:00 PM. Our last “At
the Table” serving date for 2025 is Wednesday, November 19. Please let Heidi know if you
will be attending.

College Care Ministry 2025

The College Care Ministry is our program for students going off to college. Adults and fam-
ilies at Messiah “adopt” a student help to maintain correspondence, encouragement, and
relationships during the year. If you have a student who is in college who would like to be
part of this ministry, please contact Heidi. Interested in being a sponsor for one of Messi-
ah’s fine college students? Being a sponsor entails first and foremost praying for your stu-
dent, along with regular mailings, text or calls of encouragement, and special reach-outs
on their birthday, finals, or other special dates. If you would like to be a a sponsor for a
college student or would like more information, please contact Heidi Kissner,
heidi@messiahlc.com, Dave Beard, dbeard2216@gmail.com, or Chris Counterman,
rxcountl@frontier.com.
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Volunteer Opportunities for Students!

Whether you need volunteer hours for school, National Honor Society, or pumping up
your resume (colleges, scholarships, and future employers love to see volunteer work!),
we have options for you to be involved! There are opportunities to be a reader during the
9:00 AM service, serve communion, read announcements, usher, work the coffee bar,
help in the sound booth, or help with Sunday School. If your student is interested in any of
this, please contact Heidi for more information!

2025 Children’s Christmas Program “The Greatest Shepherd of All”

The Children’s Christmas program will be on Sunday, December 14. We will be filming seg-
ments of our Children’s Christmas program on the following dates:

1. Sunday, November 16, 12:00-3:00 PM (lunch included)

2. Saturday, December 6, 2:30—4:30 PM. (Christmas Celebration with lighting of
the Nativity and Santa visit 5:30-7:00 PM)

3. Sunday, December 7, 12—-3 PM (lunch included)
4. WEe'll be doing costume fittings during Sunday School November 2 and 9.

Please contact Heidi if you are interested in your child participating in the program this
year.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)
Messiah Preschool & ChildCare

Welcome in the month of November! Bring on the good eating and crunchy leaves! Dur-
ing the month of October, we learned a great deal about pumpkins. We also were able to
get pumpkins of our own in rooms 3-8! This month, we are learning about Veterans, har-
vest time, and all types of things to be thankful for. As the colder months continue to
come, please be sure to keep children that are under the weather home. That way, we are
able to cut down on the spread of communicable diseases.

Teacher Feature Our teacher feature this month is Mrs. Laney! Mrs. Laney started off at
Messiah as a 2's teacher. She spent a year in room 3 as a 2 1/2's co-teacher. Recently, as
of a few months ago, Laney re-claimed her title as 2's co-teacher! She has been with Mes-
siah for almost 4 years and has excelled with this being her first childcare-setting experi-
ence. Her favorite color is purple, and she loves to eat shrimp! When she is not going play-
ing with her classroom friends, she enjoys reading and spending time with her family. Be
sure to say hello to Mrs. Laney when you see her!

Upcoming Dates

November 4th: Parent- Teacher Conferences 5:45-7:00 PM by appointment only (more
details to come).

November 27th-November 28th: Closed for Thanksgiving Break.

Riddle Corner

Q: Why did the turkey cross the road? A: To prove he wasn't chicken!

Bible Verse of the Month

"0 give thanks to the LORD; for he is good; for his mercy endures forever." -1 Chronicles
16:34
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CARE & NURTURE

Prayer List

Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. Names
will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer chain, please let
Karla know by email or calling the office.

For members and friends of the congregation:

Don Tinker (brother of Denise Gibbons) Nancy (aunt of Heidi Kissner)

Mark and Lindsay Pannkuk Kathy Ruprecht

Alice (sister-in-law of Jan Johnson) Luke Pleterski (Lily Kissner’s boyfriend)
Rory (friend of Michael Johnsonbaugh) Kevin Knepper

Rhea Tinker (mother of Denise Gibbons) Dave Drefke

David Kite (brother of Diana Vargo) Evelyn Neuhouser

Roger & Sharon Jordan Val Neuhouser

Chuck Ellis Jack Howard

Carol Miller (friend of Chris Griebel) Reggie & Diana Shull

For the men and women of our Armed Services:

lan Diers (member), Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black), Preston Kerlegrand
(grandson of Garry & Jean Pook), Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle, cousin of Katie
Glaze) Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark), Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Char-
nell Marker), Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker), Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort),
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark), Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gib-
bons), Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker), ke Studebaker (husband of Jackie Stu-
debaker).

Grief Support Group

As you may know, Messiah offers to its members and community a grief support group
experience. We meet on the 1% and 3" Mondays of each month in the library. If joining us
would be helpful to you or to someone you know, please do not hesitate to attend. Call
Pastor David Williamson if you have any questions (260-602-6296).

Although | led grief support groups in the past, when | came to Ft. Wayne | trained as a
group facilitator at the Peggy F. Murphy Community Grief Center, 5920 Homestead Road.
The Center is affiliated with Stillwater Hospice.
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Woman to Woman October 2025
I am thankful, loving Father,

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22

for the blessings you have bestowed on me; help me to be forever grateful. 10¢

for taking away the fears that make me hesitate to help others. 10¢

for our families that we cherish so much; be with them always. 5¢

for giving your life so that everyone may know your love. 20¢

that | have you to provide me hope in the depth of my despair. Help me to remember
that you have everything under control. 20¢

for the promise of resurrection. 25¢

for the good that comes to me. Open my eyes so that | can see it all. 15¢

for your instructions and teachings. Give us courage to follow through Christ. 20¢
Help us to use our gifts with confidence to do your work in the world. 10¢

. for opening our eyes to see you more clearly. 10¢
. for Veteran’s Day; a time to remember the sacrifices of our armed forces and their

commitment to keep us safe around the world. 25¢

. for those who take care of our beautiful building. Bless them. 20¢
. for helping us to entrust each day and each new tomorrow to you. 15¢
. for Messiah Lutheran Church as we work together “to help people grow a faith in Jesus

Christ that works in real life.” 10¢

for my ears to hear your call to me to follow your will. 20¢

for all those people who need healing and comfort in their time of need. 5¢
for our trust in you that we may turn to you always. 10¢

for being constantly with me as | eat, work, play, and serve. 5¢

for the peace that you give me in times of stress. 20¢

for my eyes and | pray for those who can’t see. 10¢

for helping us to serve others so your name may be praised. 25¢

. for trusting you during life’s challenges. 5¢
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

for hearing our prayers as we call out to you for love and strength. 25¢

for choosing to walk in the way of the Lord. 10¢

for your peace that you give us and may we spread to others. 25¢

for your faithfulness to us that endures forever. 50¢

for this Thanksgiving Day to share our abundance with our family and neighbors. $1.00
for using the gifts you give us for your glory. 5¢

for quiet witnesses of Christ who enrich our church and community. 10¢

for God’s infinite wisdom and strength. 25¢

Please bring or send our offering to church on November 26
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OPERATIONS

Church Staff Email Addresses

Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com
Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com

Church Board Email Addresses

Chairperson Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net
Vice Chairperson Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com

Secretary Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com

Treasurer Shelly Musolf srmusolf @gmail.com

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com
Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VU077.
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family
and friends to enroll as well!
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A
Q; THRIVENT

FINANCIAL®
Connecting faith & finances for good.®

Thrivent Action Teams

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation. These
funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated by
Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or ser-
vice projects of your choosing. Please consider directing your Action Teams to support
Messiah. If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout
the application and reporting process.

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your
loved ones.
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Inclement Weather Policy

As the winter season approaches, we want to remind everyone of Messiah’s inclem-

ent Weather Policy. Obviously, we want to stress the importance of safety to all who par-
ticipate at Messiah. In the event of inclement weather, or the anticipation

of inclement weather, here are the following schedules:

Sundays: One service, at 10:00 AM only; no Sunday school. This will be decided no later
than 7:00 AM.

Please check local TV station listings. It will show: “Messiah Lutheran — Fort Wayne:
10:00 AM Schedule”

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com

Check the Messiah Facebook page.

Weekday Daytime Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 7:00 AM.
Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com

Check the Messiah Facebook page.

Weekday Evening Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 3:00 PM.
You can call the Church Office.
Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com

Check the Messiah Facebook page.
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Ministers
The People of Messiah

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div.

Visitation Pastor
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S.
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*

Sunday Services
9:00 AM

10:30 AM
in person and online




