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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and con-
nects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and 
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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Imagine standing at the edge of a fog-covered lake at dawn. You can’t 
see the other shore. You don’t know when, or if, the fog will lift. Every-
thing feels uncertain, like you’re waiting for something you can’t quite 
name. 

That’s Advent. 

We live in a world that treats not-knowing like a disease that needs cur-
ing. We google everything, plan obsessively, and armor ourselves against 

disappointment by trying to predict what’s coming next. But what if the fog itself is the 
gift? What if God is present in the uncertainty, not just when it clears? 

Jesus tells us to “stay awake.” Present. Curious. Open to the possibility that the God who 
loves us completely is weaving something beautiful in the spaces between knowing and 
not-knowing. 

This Advent, we’re invited to befriend the fog instead of fighting it. To turn away from the 
root systems that strangle our joy like perfectionism disguised as excellence, people-
pleasing wrapped up as kindness, busyness masquerading as purpose. God’s love is sharp 
enough to cut through what binds us and gentle enough to hold what remains. God goes 
with us even in the gritty, vulnerable, unglamorous places. Not in sanitized perfection, but 
in the smell of hay and manure. In the panic of having no room. In the chaos of ordinary 
bodies doing what bodies do. Emmanuel—God-with-us—in the mess, the uncertainty, the 
beautiful risk of choosing love over fear. 

This Advent season at Messiah, we’re learning to stay awake in the fog. To notice what’s 
right in front of us. To trust that wholeness begins where the noise ends. 

Because loneliness isn’t our home, it’s just a place we visit on the way to peace. 

Join us this Advent as we explore themes of uncertainty, repentance, hope, and vulnera-
bility through the lens of God’s endless love in worship, in Bible Study, and in community 
together. Grab an Advent devotional book from the welcome center and use it as a guide 
through the season.  

Peace Be with You, 

Pastor Brian 
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Hello Messiah People of God, 

I hope that all of you had wonderful Thanksgiving holidays filled with 
all good things for you. We move now into the season of Advent. For 
our Advent Bible Studies, we will be using the book “Awake to Won-
der” written by Pastor Brian himself! All of our Bible studies will be 
using this book as we attempt to slow down this Advent season and 
wait in wonder and mystery for the Christ child. Please join us at 9:00 

AM on Tuesdays, 10:00 AM on Wednesdays, and 10:00 AM and 6:30 PM on Thursdays.  

Thank you to everyone for a fantastic response to our December Christmas Family 
outreach. All of the tags but one were taken from the tree on November 16th, the first 
day it was put out. The last tag was taken on Wednesday the 19th. Your generosity is so 
very much appreciated. We look forward to getting those gifts in by December 9th, un-
wrapped. Thank you again for your participation to help a family who would not have a 
Merry Christmas without you.  

Thank you for your very generous donations to the food pantry bin. The Faith and 
Light Food Pantry and the Purdue Food Pantry have been very grateful for what we have 
been able to provide. This time of year, especially, the food pantries are hit hard by re-
quests. Please continue to keep them in your prayers and continue your very generous 
donations. Faith and Light Food Pantry could also use some volunteers to help with their 
stocking and distribution efforts. If you are interested in volunteering at Faith and Light 
Food Pantry, located at 1700 E. Petit St., please contact Cleo Swager at 
cm_swager@yahoo.com or Vivian Sarver at vl_sarver@yahoo.com. Any help would be 
greatly appreciated.  

The Messiah Book Club will meet on December 8th in the library at 7:oo PM. They 
will be discussing a short story written by our own Denise Buhr. The Book Club will be tak-
ing a “holiday break” in January but will resume on February 9th discussing “Lessons in 
Chemistry” by Bonnie Gamus.  

Finally, people of God, as we move (maybe faster than we want to) into Advent 
and Christmas, let us remember the poor. Let us remember the homeless children and 
elderly as well as anyone who is in a state of homelessness. Let us remember the sick and 
those walking the journey of hospice. Remember all of them in your prayers and give 
thanks for all that God has given us.  

HAPPY ADVENT AND HAVE A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS!!! 

Deacon Eric Black  E-mail: eric@messiahlc.com   Cell: 260-797-3037 

mailto:cm_swager@yahoo.com
mailto:vl_sarver@yahoo.com
mailto:eric@messiahlc.com
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

O Come, Emmanuel! 
The four Sundays of Advent that precede Christmas are more than just a 
build-up to the birth of Jesus. They are also a time of yearning for the 
return of Christ and the full establishment of his kingdom on earth, a 
kingdom marked by justice, peace, kindness, and love, a kingdom where 
no one goes hungry, where the least become our foremost concern, 
where the powerful become the servants of all. Advent is a time for 

each of us to live out these kingdom traits and bring the kingdom into our own small cir-
cle. Advent is about Jesus being born in our hearts, so that Christmas may be a bit more 
merry this year.  

Please join us for these Advent and Christmas worship events: 

Sunday, December 7, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Second Sunday of Advent.  

Sunday, December 14, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Third Sunday of Advent. Messiah’s chil-
dren’s Christmas program will be presented at the 10:30 service. 

Sunday, December 14, 7:00 p.m. Longest Night (a service of hope and remembrance). 
A healing time for all who mourn the loss of loved ones. If you know someone who 
would benefit from this service, please invite them and bring them with you. 

Sunday, December 21, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Fourth Sunday of Advent. 

Wednesday, December 24. Christmas Eve services. All services include Holy Commun-
ion, candle lighting, and singing of “Silent Night.”  

1:00 p.m.    Traditional worship 

5:30 p.m.    Praise service 

7:30 p.m.    Festival service 

11:00 p.m.  Service of lessons and carols 

Sunday, December 28, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. First Sunday of Christmas. The Christmas 
celebration continues as we hear the Good News, partake of Holy Communion, 
and sing favorite Christmas hymns and carols. 

Wishing you a peaceful and joyful Advent and Christmas. And pray with me for peace on 
earth. Soli Deo gloria—all glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s ministry of music and worship, Stan Engle 
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GROWTH & LEARNING 

Messiah’s Children’s Ministry Sunday School 

• As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School during the 
10:30 service for ages 3 years old through 6th grade.  

• Families will begin by starting the church service together – so take your kids 
with you into church!  We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release 
them to their respective classrooms afterwards.   

• Our classes are: Ages 3 – Prekindergarten, Room 6; Grades K – 3rd grade, 
Room 5; Grades 4 – 6, Room 8 These classrooms are in the far hallway on the 
Childcare side. 

• In December we will be talking about the Shepherds and Angels in the Christ-
mas story! Children’s Christmas program will be Sunday, December 14, at the 
10:30 service. 

• If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School, please con-
tact  Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com. 

 

Children’s Christmas Program Sunday December 14  

Join us on Sunday, December 14, at the 10:30 service for the Children’s Christmas pro-
gram, “The Greatest Shepherd.”  PLEASE DRESS YOUR CHILD IN THEIR SUNDAY BEST FOR 
THE PROGRAM!  Our next practice is Sunday, December 7, noon – 2:00 PM.  Lunch will be 
provided. 

 

Christmas Nativity Lights Saturday, December 6, 10:00 AM 

PARENTS AND STUDENTS: ALL HANDS ON DECK!! (AND ANYONE WHO WANTS TO HELP!)   

Student Ministries has been gifted the opportunity to set up the Nativity Lights! We have 
helped set up over the past few years and the Men’s Group has handed this down and en-
trusted this project to us. But it’s a big job and we need all parents and students available 
to help!  We’ll meet at the Youth House at 10:00 AM. We’ll start with donuts and coffee 
and hot chocolate and go over our plan of attack. In the past this has only taken about an 
hour and a half. 
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Saturday, December 6 - Christmas Lighting Celebration and Santa! 

Join us on Saturday, December 6, for the official lighting of Messiah’s exterior Nativity 
Christmas lights display! There’ll be hot chocolate, cookies, music, and a visit from Santa!! 
Festivities begin 5:30 PM on the East lawn of the church in front of the lights for the offi-
cial lighting! Santa visits will begin around 5:45 PM (in the Narthex) and last until 7:00 
PM, or until everyone has seen Santa. Activities, hot chocolate, and cookies will be in the 
gym. Registration with Santa is required. This is simply to make sure we have enough 
goodies for all the kids. This is a free event, but we will be collecting gloves 
and hats for our Bags of Grace ministry and FWCS. Registration for Santa 
closes at noon on December 6. Volunteers are what make this a success…
please let Heidi know! If you have any questions you can contact Heidi,   
heidi@messiahlc.com  Registration link & QR code:   https://forms.gle/
sHAvCrqEjfzyACrv7  

 

Sunday, December 14 - Noisy Offering  

Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, December 14, at both services. Monies from Noisy 
Offering will go towards helping offset students’ travel costs for our upcoming 2026 mis-
sion trips to Louisville and North Carolina. Thank you! 

 

Saturday, December 14 - PULSE Christmas Celebration 

Join us Saturday, December 14, for our PULSE Christmas celebration!  We’ll meet at the 
Youth House at 4:00 PM – there will be some food, some fun, and some service work. 
Please let Heidi know if you are planning on attending. Watch your PULSE weekly emails 
for detailed information! 

 

Sunday, December 15 - CIA/EDGE Christmas Celebration 

The EDGE (5th & 6th graders) and CIA (7th & 8th graders) youth groups will be meeting at 
the Youth House on Sunday, December 14, from 12:00-2:00 PM to have a Christmas cele-
bration! We will be having a breakfast pancake bar, games, and a $10 gift exchange. 
Please have your child bring a $10 gift that can be either for a boy or girl. 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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Sunday, December 21 - Student Ministries Cookie Walk Fundraiser 

Need cookies for Christmas and don’t have the time or don’t want to take the time bak-
ing? Or maybe you just want a snack to get you through church! We’ve got your back! Join 
us in the Narthex on Sunday, December 21, beginning at 8:30 AM. You can purchase a box 
for $5.00 and fill it with the cookies you want from a vast selection baked fresh by our stu-
dents and families! All monies raised will go to youth trip accounts to help the students’ 
travel costs for the upcoming mission trips in 2026 to Louisville and North Carolina. It’s a 
cookie $5 fill up! If you have questions or would like to donate cookies for the cookie 
walk, please contact Heidi Kissner, heidi@messiahlc.com. 

 

THERE WILL NOT BE SUNDAY SCHOOL OR YOUTH GROUPS ON SUNDAYS, DECEMBER 28 
and JANUARY 4. 

 

Sunday, December 21 - Young Adult Coffee Hour 

Recently graduated from high school? Still in college? Join us on Sunday, December 21, 
from 4:00-5:00 PM for a cup of coffee, Cookie Cottage Cookies, snacks, and a hot choco-
late bar. We’ll meet at the Youth House … for nostalgia’s sake! 

 

Messiah Student Ministries 

Watch emails and Messenger for student ministry information. If you know a student who 
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE please let Heidi know,                              
heidi@messiahlc.com. Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through 
emails also. 

 

 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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Messiah Youth Ministries 
At Messiah we have 3 different Youth Groups: EDGE, CIA, and PULSE. 
 

EDGE 
EDGE is our youth group for students entering grades 5 and 6. Why EDGE? Be-
cause these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE is 
still part of our Sunday School program and has their own Bible study on Sundays 
during the second service at 10:30 AM, in Room 8 (west hallway of childcare). 
 

Saturday, December 6 
10:00 AM Nativity Lights Set Up 
4:30-5:30 PM  Set Up for Christmas Celebration 
5:30-7:00 PM Christmas Celebration & Santa  
 

Sunday, December 7 
Bible Study, 10:30 AM, Room 8 
No EDGE/CIA Youth House 
Christmas Program Practice 12:00-2:00 PM 
 

Sunday, December 14 
Christmas Program 10:30 AM 
EDGE/CIA Christmas Party 12:00-2:00 PM 
 

Sunday, December 21 
Cookie Walk – both services 

 

CIA 
CIA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for 
Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when they pre-
pare for confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year.   
 

Saturday, December 6 
10:00 AM Nativity Lights Set Up 
4:30-5:30 PM  Set Up for Christmas Celebration 
5:30-7:00 PM Christmas Celebration & Santa  
 

Sunday, December 14 
Christmas Program 10:30 AM 
EDGE/CIA Christmas Party 12:00-2:00 PM Youth House 
 

Sunday, December 21 
Cookie Walk – both services 



Page 10     December 2025    The Messenger 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

PULSE 
PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12. We get together to talk 
about current events, the stress and struggles of high school, and how we can use 
the Bible, our faith, and the fellowship of those around us to give us strength.  
PULSE meets most Sundays at the Youth House from 4:00-6:00 PM with snacks 
and drinks. 
 

Saturday, December 6 
10:00 AM Nativity Lights Set Up 
4:30-5:30 PM  Set Up for Christmas Celebration 
5:30-7:00 PM Christmas Celebration & Santa  

 

Sunday, December 7 
PULSE Youth House 4:00-6:00 PM 

 

Sunday, December 14 
Noisy Offering – both services 
Christmas Program 10:30 AM 
PULSE Christmas Party 4:00-6:00 PM 

 

Sunday, December 21 
Cookie Walk – both services 

 
 

Messiah Preschool & ChildCare 

Now that we've almost passed the turkey and pumpkin pie, let us enter the season of giv-
ing and gratefulness! We hope your December is joyous and peaceful!  

During the month of December, our classes will be working on lots of end-of-the-year re-
view. Some of our classrooms will be working on the Christmas Program. This is an ex-
citing time and we look forward to bringing a new Christmas Program to you this year! As 
the colder months continue to come, please be sure to keep children that are under the 
weather home. That way we are able to cut down on the spread of communicable diseas-
es. Please note in the "Upcoming Dates" section the date of December 1st. We will send a 
link via email to sign up for childcare for the following dates: 12/29, 12/30, 12/31, and 
1/2. This will be due via that link and by December 11th; no exceptions will be granted. 
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Also note that we are open 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 12/29, 12/30,  12/31, and 1/2. We will be 
closed on January 1st as we have been in the past years.  

Teacher Feature! 

Our teacher feature this month is Mrs. Coco! Mrs. Coco is our 3 1/2's teacher. She has 
held many positions at Messiah, and has years of experience teaching and loving children! 
Her favorite color is teal and her favorite food is chicken! When she is not going playing 
with her classroom friends,  she enjoys  spending time with her family and going to Tar-
get! Be sure to say hello to Mrs. Coco  when you see her!  

Important Dates 

December 1: Sign-up sent via email for 12/29, 12/30, 12/31, and 1/2  

December 6: Santa visit and Nativity Lighting event 5:30 p.m.-7:00 p.m. (more info 
to come)  

December 8: Santa Pictures rooms 1-4  

December 10: Santa Pictures rooms 5-8  

December 11: FINAL DAY to sign-up for 12/29, 12/30, 12/31, and 1/2 (no excep-
tions) 

December 16: Christmas Program 10:30 a.m. for rooms 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8.  

December 22-December 26: Closed for winter break  

December 29, 30, 31: Open 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  

January 1: Closed  

January 2: Open 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  
 

Riddle Corner 

Q: What kind of picture do elves take?   A: Elfies! 
 

Bible Verse of the Month 

"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel" - Isaiah 7:14 
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Woman to Woman       December 2025 
I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

 

1. for hearing the good news of Jesus, the Messiah, and sharing that news with others! 
5¢ 

2. for Mary, a young girl who had complete faith in you. Do I? 10¢ 
3. that I have you and I pray for those who do not.  15¢ 
4. for preparation of the way for the truth of God’s Word revealed in Jesus Christ. 25¢ 
5. for the prayers offered to all those who are in need this season; physically, 

emotionally and spiritually. Bless them with your love. 10¢ 
6. for your unending grace and love through Christ. 10¢ 
7. for those military men and women who are serving our country around the world. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with them during this season. 10¢ 
8. for our trust in you to heal our bodies and souls. 25¢ 
9. for Pastor Brian, Deacon Eric and our church staff; give them strength and God’s 

love. 10¢ 
10. for the gift of good health and I pray for those who do not have it. 5¢ 
11. for reminding me to reach out in your name to hurting and lonely people at this 

time of year. 10¢ 
12. for guiding me in my journey of faith.  15¢ 
13. for the firemen and women and police officers, and all first responders who work so 

hard to protect us always. 10¢ 
14. for each person who has shined the light of Christ into my life. 10¢ 
15. for the Christmas story as told through the music of this season. 50¢ 
16. for our teachers who spread the love and knowledge of Jesus in person or by digital 

contact. 10¢ 
17. for the mail carriers and all the surprises they bring and I pray for them. 10¢ 
18. for the celebration of Jesus’ birth as told through the children’s program. 50¢ 
19. for opening our hearts to know the joy of your presence. 10¢ 
20. for calming my heart and clearing my mind—turn my eyes to you, Lord. 5¢ 
21. for giving us a time to have our lives renewed this Christmas. 15¢ 
22. for the salesclerk who helped me today. May I show patience at this busy time of 

year. 10¢ 
23. for Mary, whose anxiety was always eased by God as she followed her mission to 

give the world Our Savior, Jesus Christ. 10¢ 
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24. for the innkeeper who did let Joseph use his stable. Would I be willing to let a 
pregnant woman and her husband stay in my garage? 25¢ 

25. for this glorious Christmas Day to praise our newborn Savior! $1.00 
26. for the lowly babe who was born for me. Help me to realize the magnitude of it all 

and thank God for Our Savior. 20¢ 
27. for the angels. Would I hear them, or would I say, “What is that noise?” 5¢ 
28. for the lowly shepherds who went immediately to Jesus in the stable. 10¢ 
29. for the gift of forgiveness that you have for me. Help me to forgive someone. 25¢ 
30. for walking continually with me in 2025. 5¢ 
31. for the past, present, and future. Help me to trust you more each day in 2026. $1.00 

 
Please bring or send offerings to church on last Sundays of month: December 21 or 28 

 
 
 

 
Each month the Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar is published in the Messenger. Short 
prayers are suggested for each day of the month to help women of our church with a 
prayer schedule. After each prayer is a suggested amount for contributing to the Woman 
to Woman fund. At the end of the month money can be brought to church and placed in 
the Woman to Woman basket, or sent through the mail. This fund is an important way for 
women to help each other in time of need. We thank everyone who has continued to 
contribute to this mission and hope that the prayer calendar helps not only in a monetary 
way, but in a spiritual way as well. May God Bless all of you for your continued prayers 
and donations. 



Page 14     December 2025    The Messenger 

 

CARE & NURTURE 

Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. Names 
will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer chain, please let 
Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 

For members and friends of the congregation: 

 

For the men and women of our Armed Services:  
Ian Diers (member), Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black), Preston 
Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook), Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam 
Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze) Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark), Juan  
Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker), Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell 
Marker), Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort), Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon 
Clark), Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons), Bailey Marker (niece of Bill 
& Charnell Marker), Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker). 
 

 

Cathy (cousin of Denise Buhr) 
The family of Geraldine Sternel  

(friend of Steve Mikulski) 
Bill Mikulski  

(brother-in-law of Nancy  Hickman 
Tanya Hawkins (sister of Garry Pook) 
Harriet Paul 
Patti Karst (friend of Jayne Reff) 
Molly (friend of Jayne Reff) 
Pam Beedy (friend of Jayne Reff) 
Travon Salter & family  
    (family of Portia Howard) 
Stan & Lee Dundsteder  
    (friends of Pat Stahlhut) 
Don Tinker (brother of Denise Gibbons) 
Mark and Lindsay Pannkuk 

Alice (sister-in-law of Jan Johnson) 
Rory (friend of Michael Johnsonbaugh) 
Rhea Tinker (mother of Denise Gibbons) 
David Kite (brother of Diana Vargo) 
Roger & Sharon Jordan 
Chuck Ellis 
Carol Miller (friend of Chris Griebel) 
Nancy (aunt of Heidi Kissner) 
Kathy Ruprecht 
Luke Pleterski (Lily Kissner’s boyfriend) 
Kevin Knepper 
Dave Drefke  
Evelyn Neuhouser  
Val Neuhouser  
Jack Howard  
Reggie & Diana Shull 
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OPERATIONS 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com 

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 

Facilities Director Denise Gibbons denise@messiahlc.com 

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 

Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 

Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com 
 

Church Board Email Addresses 
Chairperson Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 
Vice Chairperson Beth Crilly bac1011@msn.com 

Secretary Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com 

Treasurer Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com 

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 
 
 

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards  

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s 
how to get started:  Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create 
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click 
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran 
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice).  Our organization number is VU077. 
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family 
and friends to enroll as well! 

 

mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:denise@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
mailto:%22Steve%20Van%20Wyngarden%22%20%3Cstevevanw%40comcast.net%3E
mailto:%22Beth%20Crilly%22%20%3Cbac1011%40msn.com%3E
mailto:%22Steven%20Berlin%22%20%3Csteveber%40hotmail.com%3E
mailto:srmusolf@gmail.com
mailto:%22Cynthia%20Riebersal%22%20%3Ccariebersal%40gmail.com%3E
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Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.   

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that 
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial 
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is 
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation. These 
funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated by 
Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or ser-
vice projects of your choosing. Please consider directing your Action Teams to support 
Messiah. If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout 
the application and reporting process. 

 

 

Have you considered planned giving? 

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a 
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your 
loved ones. 
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Inclement Weather Policy 

As the winter season approaches, we want to remind everyone of Messiah’s inclem-

ent Weather Policy. Obviously, we want to stress the importance of safety to all who par-

ticipate at Messiah. In the event of inclement weather, or the anticipation 

of inclement weather, here are the following schedules:  

 

Sundays: One service, at 10:00 AM only; no Sunday school. This will be decided no later 

than 7:00 AM.  

Please check local TV station listings. It will show: “Messiah Lutheran – Fort Wayne: 

10:00 AM Schedule”  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

 

Weekday Daytime Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 7:00 AM.  

Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

 

Weekday Evening Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 3:00 PM.  

You can call the Church Office.  

Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

http://www.messiahlc.com/
http://www.messiahlc.com/
http://www.messiahlc.com/


Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div. 
 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S. 

 

Deacon 
Eric Black, M.S., M.A. 

 
 

* 
 

Sunday Services 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
in person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


