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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and con-
nects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and 
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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Dear Messiah,  

I was sitting in my office recently, looking back at the calendar for 2025, 
and I felt a huge wave of gratitude. We have walked through a lot to-
gether this year. We’ve shared meals, we’ve prayed together, celebrated 
and grieved together, and we’ve tried our best to do God's work with 
our hands alongside our neighbors here in Fort Wayne.  

Paul wrote to his friends in the book of Philippians, “I thank my God eve-
ry time I remember you.” That is exactly how I feel when I think about this congregation. 
Thank you for showing up, for loving one another, and for being a place where grace is the 
main thing.  

As we wrap up this year, we are also marking a season of change in our staff family. As the 
Bible reminds us, for everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heav-
en.  

First, we want to celebrate Denise Gibbons as she retires from her role as Facilities Direc-
tor. For years, Denise has been the one making sure our physical home is ready for minis-
try. She cared for this building so well, helping to sustain it as a welcome place where we 
can care for people and love them well. Whether it was cleaning the floors, fixing a leak or 
making sure the heat was on, her work allowed us to gather comfortably in a beautiful 
space. We are going to miss her, but we are so happy for her as she steps into this new 
chapter of retirement!  

As we say goodbye to Denise, we are also saying a big hello to Kaylie Cayot, who has 
joined us as our new Finance Coordinator. Kaylie brings a great set of gifts to our team, 
and she is already helping us steward our resources so we can keep doing the work God 
has called us to do. When you see her, please give her a warm Messiah welcome.  

We have done good work in 2025, but the story continues. As we head toward 2026, my 
hope is the same as it always is: that you would know, deep in your bones, that you are 
loved by God no matter what. That love is our DNA, and it’s the fuel for everything we do 
next.  

 

Peace Be with You, 

Pastor Brian 
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Hello Messiah People of God, 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!  

I hope that everyone had a great Christmas filled with family, fun and 
the wonder and mystery of Jesus being born here on earth to share 
our common condition.  

As you know, we had four services on Christmas Eve. I want to thank all of the 
wonderful volunteers who ushered, were communion assistants, and who helped in the 
tech booth. Thank you for sharing your time for these services.  

As we work our way back into our regular church schedule, this is just a reminder 
that Bible studies will also resume. They are 9:00 AM on Tuesday, 10:00 AM on Wednes-
day, 10:00 AM on Thursday, and 6:30 PM Thursday evening. No prior knowledge or 
attendance is required. You are invited to come and be a part of these small group com-
munities where Christ is shared.  

Our outreach focuses for January are Bags of Grace, Undie Sunday, and Souper 
Sunday. All of these ministries are great causes and helps to feed and clothe those people 
who are less fortunate than us. This is “God’s Work, Our Hands.”  

Bags of Grace is a ministry that collects items for our downtown homeless popula-
tion. These items include small tubes of toothpaste, individually wrapped toothbrushes, 
protein food items that don’t require a can opener, shampoo, and many more things. The 
ministry leaders for Bags of Grace will be making a distribution in February 2026, down-
town at Freiman Square. If you have questions about this ministry, please see Jan Johnson 
or Kathleen Ormiston for more information. 

 Undie Sunday seeks to collect underwear items for elementary age children. Un-
fortunately, they can still have bathroom “accidents” and the schools try to provide clean 
underwear for the children when this happens. Our collections help to support that effort 
in conjunction with Associated Churches. For questions about this ministry, see Bill and/or 
Charnell Marker.  

Our final outreach effort for January will be our Souper Sunday collection where 
we collect cans of soup that will go to Faith and Light Food Pantry and the Purdue Food 
Pantry. This year however, there is a twist. St. John Lutheran Church (Pastor Paul Offhaus) 
has challenged us to a food, or rather a soup fight! For the month of January, Messiah and 
St. John’s will be collecting Soup and the first week of February, our respective collections 
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of soup will be weighed and one of us will be declared the “Souper Soup Winner” of 2026. 
The soup can be of any variety. We hope to even have a traveling trophy! It’s all in good 
fun and for a great cause. Your donations of soup can be placed in the Food Pantry basket 
that will be located in the Welcome Center in the narthex. We will build a wall of soup in 
the narthex as January goes on to show our progress.  

The Messiah Book Club is on hiatus for January, but they will resume on February 
9th discussing “Lessons in Chemistry” by Bonnie Gamus. The Book Club meets in the li-
brary at 7:00 pm.  

Finally, as we move into this new year, know that whatever we are facing as a 
church or individually, we are not facing it alone. Jesus our Christ has been born into this 
world and has promised to never leave us or forget about us. We never EVER walk alone.  

 

God’s Peace be with you all, 

 

Deacon Eric Black, Messiah Lutheran Church 

E-mail: eric@messiahlc.com 

Mobile Number: 260-797-3037 

 

 

mailto:eric@messiahlc.com
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

Happy New Year! 
 
In the church year we recognize that a new year was begun with the 
ministry of Jesus as he proclaimed “the acceptable year of the Lord.” He 
came to bring good news to the poor and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to make the deaf hear and the lame walk, to heal all sorts of illnesses 
and forgive sins. The Gospel lessons this month focus on the early days 

of Jesus’ ministry, and as we hear the Good News, we see this new year unfolding. We 
also find that we, like the early disciples, are called to be part of the transformation that 
God is working. As we journey together, we can discover how God wants us to bring in the 
new year. May God bless you as you bring blessings to others in the year that lies before 
us. 
 
Please join us for these special Sundays: 

January 4, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Second Sunday of Christmas. We continue to cele-
brate the birth of Jesus in our lessons. Come to sing Christmas carols for the last 
time this season! 

January 11, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Baptism of Our Lord. We hear the account of Jesus’ 
baptism in the Jordan River, and we give thanks for our own baptisms, particularly 
the baptisms performed at Messiah during the last year. 

January 18 and 25, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. We hear the stories of how ordinary people 
like you and I were called to follow Jesus. 

 
In other news: Sanctuary Choir will resume rehearsals on Thursday, January 8. Messiah 
Ringers will begin on Sunday, January 11. Both ensembles welcome new members; text or 
call me at (260) 249-8022 if you are interested. 
 
Soli Deo gloria—all glory be to God! 
 
For Messiah’s ministry of music and worship, 

Stan Engle 



 

The Messenger    January 2026     Page 7 

GROWTH & LEARNING 

Messiah’s Children’s Ministry Sunday School 

• As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School during the 
10:30 service for ages 3 years old through 6th grade.  

• Families will begin by starting the church service together – so take your kids 
with you into church!  We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release 
them to their respective classrooms afterwards.   

• Our classes are: Ages 3 – Prekindergarten, Room 6; Grades K – 3rd grade, 
Room 7; Grades 4 – 6, Room 8. These classrooms are in the far hallway on the 
Childcare side. 

• Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another cool story with 
some fun activities!  

• If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School, please con-
tact  Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com. 

THERE WILL NOT BE SUNDAY SCHOOL OR YOUTH GROUPS ON 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 4. 

 

Messiah’s Christmas Party and Santa Visit 

Thanks to all who helped with our Christmas Party and Santa! We had over 30 church and 
childcare families participate and Santa saw over 60 children! There were many hands in-
volved from putting up the Nativity lights, helping with the activities, baking cookies, set 
up and clean up, and of course our visit with Santa!!!!   

 

Noisy Offering  and Donut Sunday 

Noisy Offering is Sunday, January 11, at both services. Donut Sunday is Sunday, January 
25, beginning at 9:30 AM in the Narthex. Monies from Noisy Offering and Donut Sunday 
will go towards helping offset students’ travel costs for our upcoming 2026 mission trips 
to Louisville and North Carolina. Thank you! 
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Messiah Student Ministries 

Watch emails and Messenger for student ministry information. If you know a student 
who would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE please let Heidi know,                              
heidi@messiahlc.com. Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through 
emails also. 

 

Messiah Youth Ministries 
At Messiah we have 3 different Youth Groups: EDGE, CIA, and PULSE. 
 

EDGE 
EDGE is our youth group for students in grades 5 and 6. Why EDGE? Because these 
students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE is still part of 
our Sunday School program and has their own Bible study on Sundays during the 
second service at 10:30 AM, in Room 8 (west hallway of childcare). 
 

   Sunday, January 11  
• Noisy Offering – both services 
• EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM 
• EDGE/CIA Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM, for light dinner, games, and con-

versation. 
 

   Sunday, January 18 
• EDGE Bible Study 10:30 AM 
• EDGE/CIA Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM, for light dinner, games, and con-

versation.   
 

   Wednesday, January 21 
• Volunteer at Gethsemane ‘At the Table,’ 6:00-7:00 PM 

 

   Sunday, January 25 
• Donut Sunday, 8:30 AM-noon 
• EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM 
• EDGE/CIA Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM, for light dinner, games, and con-

versation. 
 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 

mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
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CIA 
CIA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for 
Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when they pre-
pare for confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year.   
 

   Sunday, January 11  
• Noisy Offering, both services 
• EDGE/CIA Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM, for light dinner, games, and con-

versation. 
 

   Sunday, January 18 
• EDGE/CIA Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM for light dinner, games, and con-

versation.   
 

   Wednesday, January 21 
• Volunteer at Gethsemane ‘At the Table,’ 6:00-7:00 PM 

 

   Sunday, January 25 
• Donut Sunday – 9:30 AM-noon 
• EDGE/CIA Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM, for light dinner, games, and con-

versation. 
 
PULSE 
PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12.  

 
   Sunday, January 11  

• Noisy offering – both service 
• Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM, for light dinner, games, and conversation. 

 
   Sunday, January 18  

• Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM, for light dinner, games, and conversation.   
 
   Wednesday, January 21 

• Volunteer at Gethsemane ‘At the Table,’ 6:00-7:00 PM 
 
   Sunday, January 25 

• Donut Sunday – 8:30 AM-noon 
• Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM, for light dinner, games, and conversation. 
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Undie Sunday 

January is Undie Sunday month. Arlington Elementary School is in need of kids' sweat-
pants, kids' sweatshirts and underwear, sizes 4-8 boys and girls. Socks in sizes small and 
medium are also needed. Please place items in the Undie Sunday bin. All donations and 
prayers are deeply appreciated. Thank you, Bill and Charnell Marker 
(bcwmarker@aol.com). 

 

Bags of Grace 

We will be assembling Bags of Grace on February 1, 2026, immediately after the 9:00 AM-
service in Satre Hall. All are welcome to help in this endeavor. We will then be distributing 
at date to be announced later in February at St John’s Lutheran at their Wednesday even-
ing meal  

In order to fill the bags we are in need of protein, pudding, and fruit. All donations should 
be in individual size containers and need no can openers or refrigeration. We greatly ap-
preciate your donations. If you have any questions, please contact Jan Johnson at         
justplainjan47@gmail.com or 260-479-0946.  

OUTREACH 
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Woman to Woman       January 2026 
I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

 

1. for this new year of 2026 and our hope and faith in you always. 25¢ 
2. that I know you and I pray for those who don’t. 10¢ 
3. for strengthening me with gratitude to serve you and be a blessing to others. 5¢ 
4. for our children—the face of the future. 10¢ 
5. for hopefulness in Christ’s love in this new year ahead. 20¢ 
6. for God’s warmth and light in the presence of Jesus. 10¢ 
7. for your gift of forgiveness. Is there someone in my life I need to forgive? Help me, Lord. 10¢ 
8. for the laundry I have to do and I pray for those who have no clothes. 5¢ 
9. for the gift of contentment. Help me, Lord. I have so much. 15¢ 
10. for Pastor Brian, Deacon Eric, and all Messiah staff. I pray they seek your way always. 25¢ 
11. for all those who serve in our military at home and away. Be with them, Lord. 25¢ 
12. for giving us the gift of sight and we pray for those who cannot see. 10¢ 
13. for your strength and peace as we weather the challenges and setbacks of our ever-changing 

lives. 5¢ 
14. Help me to remember, Lord, that worry gets me nowhere, only frustrated. So I will give all my 

worry to you. 10¢ 
15. Help me to open my mind to you so that you can fill it with faith. 20¢ 
16. that I have so much to give. Help me to remember that I have more than most people. 10¢ 
17. for being steadfast in your love for us and for all your children. 25¢ 
18. for revealing the Messiah to me to increase my faith in you. 10¢ 
19. for prayer and I pray that you teach me to use it. 15¢ 
20. for our past civil rights leader, Martin Luther King, and all leaders who stand up against injustice in 

all forms. 25¢ 
21. for our first responders and snowplow workers who help us in time of need. We thank them for 

their service. 10¢ 
22. for the Bible through which I can hear and see your presence. 10¢ 
23. for your great faithfulness to me. 20¢ 
24. that you grant me grace sufficient for the day. 10¢ 
25. for being there for those who are hurting physically, mentally, or emotionally. Let them know 

your presence. 25¢ 
26. for missionaries throughout the world. Help them to spread the love of Jesus. 10¢ 
27. for the gift of the cross—reminding me of the price you paid for me. 15¢ 
28. for all the lives that touch mine. 10¢ 
29. for the warmth of your ever-present love during these cold winter days. 20¢ 
30. for the beauty of the crunching snow. It reminds me of your presence in all things. 10¢ 
31. that since I know you, I am never alone. 10¢ 
 

Please send or bring offering to church last Sunday of month—January 25 
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CARE & NURTURE 

Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. Names 
will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer chain, please let 
Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 

For members and friends of the congregation: 

For the men and women of our Armed Services:  
Ian Diers (member), Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black), Preston 
Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook), Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam 
Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze) Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark), Juan  
Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker), Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell 
Marker), Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort), Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon 
Clark), Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons), Bailey Marker (niece of Bill 
& Charnell Marker), Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker). 
 

 

Andrew and Vicki 
Cathy (cousin of Denise Buhr) 
The family of Geraldine Sternel  

(friend of Steve Mikulski) 
Bill Mikulski  

(brother-in-law of Nancy  Hickman 
Tanya Hawkins (sister of Garry Pook) 
Harriet Paul 
Don Tinker (brother of Denise Gibbons) 
Mark and Lindsay Pannkuk 
Alice (sister-in-law of Jan Johnson) 
Rory (friend of Michael Johnsonbaugh) 

Rhea Tinker (mother of Denise Gibbons) 
David Kite (brother of Diana Vargo) 
Roger & Sharon Jordan 
Chuck Ellis 
Carol Miller (friend of Chris Griebel) 
Nancy (aunt of Heidi Kissner) 
Kathy Ruprecht 
Luke Pleterski (Lily Kissner’s boyfriend) 
Dave Drefke  
Val Neuhouser  
Jack Howard  
Reggie & Diana Shull 
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OPERATIONS 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com 

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 

Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 

Finance Coordinator Kaylie Cayot kaylie@messiahlc.com 

Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com 
 

Church Board Email Addresses 
Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 
Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com 

Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com 

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 
Kristy Huffine klhuffine@frontier.com 

 
 

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards  

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s 
how to get started:  Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create 
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click 
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran 
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice).  Our organization number is VU077. 
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family 
and friends to enroll as well! 

 

mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
mailto:%22Steve%20Van%20Wyngarden%22%20%3Cstevevanw%40comcast.net%3E
mailto:%22Steven%20Berlin%22%20%3Csteveber%40hotmail.com%3E
mailto:srmusolf@gmail.com
mailto:%22Cynthia%20Riebersal%22%20%3Ccariebersal%40gmail.com%3E
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Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar 
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides 
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested 
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.   

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that 
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial 
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is 
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation. These 
funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated by 
Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or ser-
vice projects of your choosing. Please consider directing your Action Teams to support 
Messiah. If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout 
the application and reporting process. 

 

 

Have you considered planned giving? 

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran 
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be 
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a 
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your 
loved ones. 
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Inclement Weather Policy 

As the winter season approaches, we want to remind everyone of Messiah’s inclem-

ent Weather Policy. Obviously, we want to stress the importance of safety to all who par-

ticipate at Messiah. In the event of inclement weather, or the anticipation 

of inclement weather, here are the following schedules:  

 

Sundays: One service, at 10:00 AM only; no Sunday school. This will be decided no later 

than 7:00 AM.  

Please check local TV station listings. It will show: “Messiah Lutheran – Fort Wayne: 

10:00 AM Schedule”  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

 

Weekday Daytime Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 7:00 AM.  

Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

 

Weekday Evening Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 3:00 PM.  

You can call the Church Office.  

Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.  

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com  

Check the Messiah Facebook page.  

http://www.messiahlc.com/
http://www.messiahlc.com/
http://www.messiahlc.com/
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Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div. 
 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S. 

 

Deacon 
Eric Black, M.S., M.A. 

 
 

* 
 

Sunday Services 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
in person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


