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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and con-
nects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;

e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;

e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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The Joy of Ministry Together in a New Year

Dear Friends,

There's something about January that makes us want to start fresh. We
L set goals, make resolutions, and imagine all the ways this year might be
different. And while there's nothing wrong with that, I've been thinking
about a different kind of fresh start—the kind that happens when we
show up together, week after week, and discover that the ordinary work
of being the church is actually quite extraordinary.

Ministry isn't just what happens in the church office or what | do as your pastor on Sunday
morning. Ministry is what we do together. It's the coffee you pour for a stranger at fellow-
ship time. It's the meal you bring to a neighbor going through a hard season. It's showing
up to worship when you'd rather stay in bed, and finding yourself held by voices singing
around you. It's the question you ask in Bible study that helps everyone else think a little
deeper. Ministry is all of us learning to welcome, to walk alongside, to embrace and re-
flect God's love—even when we're still figuring out what that looks like.

It’s this shared work that sustains us. We do it together in joy. Joy isn't the absence of
struggle or doubt or grief. Joy is what carries us through it all. It's the deep knowing that
we're not alone, that God's love is constant, and that we have each other.

At Messiah, we get to practice this together every week. In our traditional service at 9:00
AM, we join our voices with generations of Christians who have prayed these same pray-
ers, sung these same songs, and gathered at this same table. In our modern praise service
at 10:30 AM, we bring our whole selves—questions, hopes, weariness, and wonder—and
meet God in music that moves us. Both services remind us that God is here, that we be-
long, and that there's room for everyone at the table.

But ministry together doesn't stop when the worship services end. It continues in the
work we do to serve our community, in the spiritual practices we're learning, in the con-
versations we have over lunch, in the ways we show up for each other when life gets hard.
Every act of love, every moment of presence, every time we choose connection over isola-
tion—that's ministry. That's what we're doing together.

This year, | want to invite you into this joy more deeply. Come to worship. Join a Bible
study. Volunteer for something that lights you up. Bring a friend who's looking for com-
munity. Ask questions. Share your gifts. Let yourself be surprised by what God is already
doing in and through you. continued on next page
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And if you know someone who's searching for a place where they can belong, where
guestions are welcomed and grace is abundant, invite them to join us. Tell them about
the community you've found here. Bring them along. Because the best ministry we do to-
gether is when we widen the circle and make more room at the table.

The work of being the church isn't glamorous. It's showing up. It's being present. It's learn-
ing to love a little better, forgive a little faster, and trust a little more deeply that God's
love holds us all. But it's also the most sustaining, joy-filled work | know. And it's work we
can only do together.

Here's to a new year of ministry—together!

—Pastor Brian
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January 2026 was a busy month indeed! At this writing, our “Souper
Sunday” contest with St. John’s is still underway. It is turning out to
be a true battle royale! Thank you to all of you who have donated
soup for our efforts. This contest will conclude on Sunday, February
8th. Thank you to all of you who have donated to “Undie Sunday” and
“Bags of Grace.” You are feeding the sick, clothing those who are in
need, and attending the homeless. THANK YOU! For our February outreach efforts, please
see the “Outreach” page further inside this copy of the Messenger.

Sunday morning can be a hectic time for me, especially if someone was unable to
come to church tofill a role. | just want to give an honest heartfelt thank you to those
people in our wonderful congregation who will see that a role needs filled and readily step
up to fill that role without being asked. | want to give that same heartfelt thank you to
those whom I’ve called at the last minute to fill a role for Sunday morning, and they never
tell me no. They always show up with a smile. THANK YOU! You have bailed me out more
than a couple of times. You are greatly and wonderfully appreciated!

The Messiah Book club will meet on February 9th at 7:00 PM in the library. They
will be discussing “Lessons in Chemistry” by Bonnie Gamus. Everyone is invited to this dis-
cussion.

Finally, we are hurtling through Epiphany, to the Transfiguration, with Ash
Wednesday on February 18th. God be with us as we continue to navigate role changes
while approaching a very early Easter. Thank you for your prayers.

God’s Peace to You All,

Deacon Eric Black, Messiah Lutheran Church
E-mail: eric@mesiahlc.com
Mobile Number : 260-797-3037
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MUSIC & WORSHIP

A Voice from Heaven

Just a few weeks ago we heard the account of Jesus’ baptism, after which a
voice from heaven said, “This is my son, the beloved.” A few weeks from now
we will hear the story of the Transfiguration, and the heavenly voice will say,
“This is my son; listen to him!”

The words are similar, but the meanings and actions of the two events stand in
great contrast to each other. The first shows us who Jesus is, and the readings
from the following Sundays show us the early manifestations of Jesus in the calling of disciples,
miraculous signs, and the Sermon on the Mount. We see the Son of God bringing good news to
those searching for meaning and hope in their lives.

The second event adds a somewhat ominous tone. The disciples witnessing the Transfiguration
don’t understand what is happening, and the voice tells them to listen carefully to what Jesus will
be telling them. In the following weeks we will see Jesus setting his face toward Jerusalem, deter-
mined to bear the cross to his death. The cost of discipleship has exponentially increased.

What does this mean for us? When we first find Jesus, we realize his great love for us, and we
trust him to walk with us, guiding us and providing for our needs. As we grow in discipleship, we
find him calling us to places where we don’t want to go, to challenges that we don’t want to face,
to sufferings too great to bear. But we can walk confidently with him, knowing that he walked an
even more difficult path, and he will bring us safely to the end. Amen.

Special days in February:

e February 15, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday of the Transfiguration. We witness the transfig-
uration of Jesus on the mountain as the disciples cower in fear and wonder.

e February 18, 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday. This service of repentance marks the beginning of
our Lenten journey toward the cross.

e February 22, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. First Sunday of Lent. We lay aside our “Alleluias” and walk
with Christ to Calvary.

Soli Deo gloria—all glory be to God!

For Messiah’s ministry of music and worship,

Stan Engle
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GROWTH & LEARNING
Messiah’s Children’s Ministry Sunday School

e As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School during the
10:30 service for ages 3 years old through 6th grade.

o Families will begin by starting the church service together — so take your kids
with you into church! We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release
them to their respective classrooms afterwards.

e Our classes are: Ages 3—Prekindergarten, Room 6; Grades K—3rd grade, Room
5; Grades 4-6, Room 8. These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Child-
care side.

¢ In February our lessons include Jesus calming the storm, blessing the children,
and his meeting with Zacchaeus.

e If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School, please con-
tact Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com.

Noisy Offering and Donut Sunday

Monies from Noisy Offering and Donut Sunday will go towards helping with Confirmation
Camp next summer and upcoming mission trips.

¢ Noisy Offering is Sunday, February 8, at both services.

¢ Donut Sunday is Sunday, February 22, at both services, in the Narthex.

Messiah Student Ministries

Watch emails and Messenger for student ministry information. If you know a student who
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE please let Heidi know, at
heidi@messiahlc.com. Weekly correspondence throughout the year is done through
emails also.
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Chili Cook-off on Sunday March 1

Messiah’s Chili Cook-off is back on Sunday, March 1! Beginning around 11:45 AM (after
the 10:30 service) we will be opening tasting of different chilis, made by many of Messi-
ah's friends and family, who shall remain unknown until the time of the results! While we
are tasting and enjoying fellowship, we will also be playing a little bingo...for prizes! All
funds raised will help offset families’ costs for our mission trips this summer to Louisville
and North Carolina. In order for this to be a success we need chilis! If you have a good
recipe and are willing to make a crockpot full of your world famous chili, it would be ap-
preciated.

There will be family Bingo while we are counting the votes as well! Each Bingo card is S1.

There will be two winners: People's Choice (most votes) and Bean Pot (most money
earned). Everyone will get three tickets to vote. We'll also tag on more tickets for each
food item you bring in for the food pantry!

Any questions please contact Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com.

Sign your chili up at the following link: https://forms.gle/
TvmzDKnR1YMotdBv8

VBS 2026 Save the Date!!

Save the date for VBS this summer: Monday June 8 — Friday June 12, from 6:00-8:00 PM.
More details to come!!

Spring Rummage Sale

Mark your calendars for the Student Ministries Spring Rummage Sale & Bake Sale, Friday,
April 10 & Saturday, April 11. More details to come!
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CIA & PULSE LOMIK Toboggan Retreat

CIA and PULSE youth groups will be going to the Camp Lutherwald Toboggan Retreat on
Saturday, February 21-22. Their staff will have some activities in the afternoon for us, then
we'll head to Pokagon State Park for the rest of the afternoon.

There will be no Youth House for EDGE, CIA, or PULSE that Sunday (the adults will need to
recoup! LOL!) We need to reserve our spots by February 10, so please RSVP by then.

Cost is S50 per person. Student Ministries will cover $20 per person. Your student’s cost
is $30 plus money for snacks at Pokagon. Covers 2 meals, snacks, and accommodations,
plus toboggan rental, park fee, and transportation.

What to bring: Sleeping bag, pillow, small overnight bag, and warm clothes (hat, gloves,
etc.) for tobogganing.

Saturday, February 21
e Meet at Youth House at 10:45 AM
e Leave Youth House at 11:00 AM for Camp Lutherwald

Sunday, February 22
e Leave Lutherwald at 9:30 AM
e Arrive Messiah at 10:30 AM

Messiah Youth Ministries

Watch emails and Messenger for student ministry information. If you know a student who
would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, let Heidi know (heidi@messiahlc.com).
Weekly correspondence through the year is done through emails also. If you are not re-
ceiving EDGE, CIA, or PULSE emails and would like to, please email Heidi so we can get you
on the mailing list!

February Youth Events at a Glance

EDGE

EDGE is our youth group for students in grades 5 and 6. Why EDGE? Because these
students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE is still part of
our Sunday School program and has their own Bible study on Sundays during the
second service at 10:30 AM, in Room 8 (west hallway of childcare). continued pg.12
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Sunday, February 1
o EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM—Jesus Walks on Water
e EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM

Sunday, February 8
¢ Noisy Offering, both services
o EDGE Bible Study 10:30 AM—Jesus Multiplies the Loaves
e EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM

Sunday, February 15
o EDGE Bible Study—Jesus Raises Jairus’ Daughter
e No EDGE Youth House

Wednesday, February 18
e Volunteer at Gethsemane ‘At the Table,” 6:00-7:00 PM

Sunday, February 22
¢ Donut Sunday, 8:30 AM-noon
e EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM—"1 Am” statements
e« No EDGE/CIA Youth House

Sunday, March 1
o EDGE Bible Study, 10:30 AM—The Good Samaritan
e Chili Cook-Off
e No EDGE/CIA Youth House

CIA

ClIA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for
Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when they pre-
pare for confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year.

Sunday, February 1
e EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM

Sunday, February 8
¢ Noisy Offering, both services
e EDGE/CIA Youth House, 12:00-2:00 PM
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Sunday, February 15
¢ Confirmation Class at Youth House, 12:00-3:00 PM

Wednesday, February 18
e Volunteer at Gethsemane ‘At the Table,” 6:00-7:00 PM

Saturday, February 21-Sunday, February 22
e LOMIK Toboggan Retreat

Sunday, February 22
¢ No EDGE/CIA Youth House

Sunday, March 1
e Chili Cook-Off
e No EDGE/CIA Youth House

PULSE
PULSE is our youth group for students in grades 9-12

Sunday, February 1
e PULSE Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM

Sunday, February 8
¢ Noisy Offering, both services
e PULSE Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM

Sunday, February 15
e PULSE Youth House, 4:00-6:00 PM

Wednesday, February 18
e Volunteer at Gethsemane ‘At the Table,” 6:00-7:00 PM

Saturday, February 21-Sunday, February 22
e LOMIK Toboggan Retreat

Sunday, February 22
e No PULSE Youth House

Sunday, March 1
¢ Chili Cook-Off
e No PULSE Youth House
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OUTREACH

Adult Bible Studies

Our Adult Bible studies are in full swing. We hope you can find a group that will interest
you as well as fit your schedule. All Bible Study groups meet in the Library.

Tuesday Quest, at 9:00 AM

Wednesday at 10:00 AM

Thursday at 10:00 AM

Thursday Good News Study Group at 6:30 PM

NO EXPERIENCE OR PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE NECESSARY! If you have an interest in deep-
ening your faith and understanding with the others seeking the same, please prayerfully
consider joining us.

Many Thanks!

Thank you to everyone for your prayers and donations to Cold Kids, School Supplies and
Undie Sunday. Your generosity has made a huge impact in the kids' lives in our communi-
ty. None of this would be possible without you!

Blessings,

Bill and Char Marker

Bags of Grace

We will be assembling Bags of Grace on February 1, immediately after the 9:00 AM service
in Satre Hall. All are welcome to help in this endeavor. We will then be distributing Febru-
ary 4 at St John’s Lutheran at their Wednesday evening meal

In order to fill the bags we are in need of protein, pudding, and fruit. All donations should
be in individual size containers and need no can openers or refrigeration. We greatly ap-
preciate your donations. If you have any questions, please contact Jan Johnson at
justplainjan47 @gmail.com or 260-479-0946.
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Woman to Woman February 2026
I am thankful, loving Father,

Lo NOU R WNE

S =
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14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.

26.
27.
28.

that you are always with me. 5¢

for showing me the way to live. 25¢

for your constant presence through all the changes of life. 10¢

for your guidance and courage in times of despair. 10¢

for the blessings you have bestowed on us today. 5¢

for God’s warmth and light in the presence of Jesus. 10¢

for your gift of forgiveness. Is there someone in my life | need to forgive? Help me, Lord. 10¢
for the laundry | have to do and | pray for those who have no clothes. 5¢

for the gift of contentment. Help me, Lord. | have so much. 15¢

. for Pastor Brian, Deacon Eric and all Messiah staff. | pray they seek your way always. 25¢

. for giving us Jesus to teach us how to live in union with you. 20¢

. for providing care and love to my family and friends. 25¢

. for your strength and peace as we weather the challenges and setbacks of our ever-changing

lives. 5¢

for the love and strength you give us in times of despair. 25¢

Help me to open my mind to you so that you can fill it with faith. 20¢

that | have so much to give. Help me to remember that | have more than most people. 10¢
for giving me the faith to trust your purpose for my life. 25¢

for this Ash Wednesday, a time of prayer and inward reflection and repentance for Christ’s
suffering on the cross. 20¢

Stir me Lord, to do your will. 25¢

for your peace which passes all understanding. 10¢

for our troops, at home and abroad. Give them strength and courage. 5¢

for granting us mercy always. 25¢

for your great faithfulness to me. 20¢

that you grant me grace sufficient for the day. 10¢

for being there for those who are hurting physically, mentally, or emotionally. Let them
know your presence. 5¢

for counting us always precious in your sight. 25¢

for the gift of the cross—reminding me of the price you paid for me. 15¢

for your help in adopting your values as our own. 10¢

Please send or bring offering to church on February 22

The Messenger February 2026 Page 13



CARE & NURTURE

Prayer List
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. Names
will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer chain, please let
Karla know by email or calling the office.
Death

Greg Klein, January 18

For members and friends of the congregation:

Jerry Lozano Roger & Sharon Jordan
(brother-in-law of Jan Johnson) Chuck Ellis

Don & Jodi Rowlands Carol Miller (friend of Chris Griebel)
(friends of Craig & Shelly Musolf) Kathy Ruprecht

Sue Ireland (friend of Anne Simerman) Luke Pleterski (Lily Kissner’s boyfriend)

Harriet Paul Dave Drefke

Don Tinker (brother of Denise Gibbons) Val Neuhouser

Mark and Lindsay Pannkuk Jack Howard

Rhea Tinker (mother of Denise Gibbons) Reggie & Diana Shull

David Kite (brother of Diana Vargo)

For the men and women of our Armed Services:
lan Diers (member), Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black), Preston
Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook), Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam
Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze) Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark), Juan
Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker), Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell
Marker), Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort), Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon
Clark), Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons), Bailey Marker (niece of Bill
& Charnell Marker), Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker).
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OPERATIONS

Church Staff Email Addresses

Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com
Finance Coordinator Kaylie Cayot kaylie@messiahlc.com

Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com

Church Board Email Addresses

Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net

Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com

Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com
Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com

Kristy Huffine klhuffine@frontier.com

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s
how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organization number is VU077.
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family
and friends to enroll as well!
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A
Q; THRIVENT

FINANCIAL®
Connecting faith & finances for good.®

Thrivent Action Teams

Thrivent Financial Group allows benefit members to lead two Action Teams per calendar
year, and associate members are eligible to lead one per calendar year. Thrivent provides
promotional resources and $250 worth of seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educa-
tional events, or service projects. If you have an Action Team available and are interested
in helping out, Messiah is constantly seeking these resources to support the many minis-
tries we offer. If you are willing to share an Action Team, please call the church office.

If you are not familiar with the Thrivent Action Team program, it is a fantastic benefit that
can help offset the cost of many special ministry projects at Messiah. Thrivent Financial
Group's generosity programs make it easy to give of yourself and live generously! This is
FREE money that can be used to directly support the ministries of our congregation. These
funds do not come from your personal Thrivent accounts; this is money designated by
Thrivent to be used as seed money to jump-start fundraisers, educational events, or ser-
vice projects of your choosing. Please consider directing your Action Teams to support
Messiah. If you have any questions about Action Teams, please contact your Thrivent rep-
resentative or the church office. We are more than willing to work with you throughout
the application and reporting process.

Have you considered planned giving?

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah Lutheran
Church, and the future generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be
the perfect option for you. This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a
gift now or after your lifetime while providing financial benefits for yourself and your
loved ones.
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Inclement Weather Policy

As the winter season approaches, we want to remind everyone of Messiah’s inclem-

ent Weather Policy. Obviously, we want to stress the importance of safety to all who par-
ticipate at Messiah. In the event of inclement weather, or the anticipation

of inclement weather, here are the following schedules:

Sundays: One service, at 10:00 AM only; no Sunday school. This will be decided no later
than 7:00 AM.

Please check local TV station listings. It will show: “Messiah Lutheran — Fort Wayne:
10:00 AM Schedule”

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com

Check the Messiah Facebook page.

Weekday Daytime Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 7:00 AM.
Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com

Check the Messiah Facebook page.

Weekday Evening Activities: Any cancellations will be decided no later than 3:00 PM.
You can call the Church Office.
Please check local TV station listings for cancellations.

Check the website: www.messiahlc.com

Check the Messiah Facebook page.
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Place mailing label here

Ministers
The People of Messiah

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div.

Visitation Pastor
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S.

Deacon
Eric Black, M.S., M.A.

*

Sunday Services
9:00 AM

10:30 AM
in person and online



