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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by be-

coming an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our commu-

nity that displays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks 

of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, 

led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
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Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
 To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and con-
nects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and 
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).  

 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ; 

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group centered 
ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth; 

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry; 

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46815 

www.messiahlc.com   (260) 485-8716 
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Living in the Resurrected Life 

The lilies are starting to fade. The alleluias have been sung. Easter Sun-
day has come and gone, and now we're back to Monday morning traffic, 
overdue bills, and the same arguments we were having before the tomb 
was empty. So what now? 

This is the question the early church wrestled with too. Jesus had risen. 
Death had been defeated. But people still got sick. Empires still op-

pressed. Loved ones still died. The world didn't suddenly become perfect just because the 
stone was rolled away. And yet, something had changed. Everything had changed. 

The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 6:4, "We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Fa-
ther, we too might walk in newness of life." Notice he doesn't say we will walk in newness 
of life someday, off in the distant future. He says we might walk in it now. The invitation is 
already here. 

Living in the resurrected life doesn't mean pretending everything is fine. It doesn't mean 
the brokenness disappears or that grief suddenly makes sense. It means learning to see 
with resurrection eyes—to notice the places where new life is breaking through the 
cracks, even when the tomb feels sealed shut. 

Resurrected life looks like the friend who shows up with groceries when you can't get out 
of bed. It's the moment you choose forgiveness when bitterness would be easier. It's 
planting a garden in April, believing that something beautiful will grow even though winter 
felt endless. It's the neighbor who waves from across the street, the kid who laughs at 
your terrible joke, the song that catches you off guard and reminds you that joy is still pos-
sible. 

We live in the "already/not yet." Christ is risen—already. Death is defeated—already. And 
yet, we still wait. We still grieve. We still wonder if love will win. The resurrection doesn't 
erase the tension; it transforms how we hold it. We're not waiting for God to finally show 
up and fix everything. God is already here, in the mess, planting seeds of new life in the 
most unlikely soil. 

continued on next page 

 

 



Page 4     April 2026    The Messenger 

 

Pastor Brian, continued 
 

This is the season of Easter—not just a single Sunday, but fifty days of learning to live as 
resurrection people. Fifty days to practice seeing the world differently. Fifty days to be-
lieve that the same power that raised Jesus from the dead is at work in your life, even 
when you can't see it yet. 

So keep your eyes open. Watch for the moments when love breaks through. Notice where 
hope is growing. The tomb is empty. The stone is rolled away. And we get to walk in new-
ness of life—not someday, but today. 

Pastor Brian 
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Hello Messiah People of God, 

 I hope that this letter finds you enjoying the increasingly warm 
weather! It has been a month already as we find ourselves hurtling 
towards Holy Week and Easter. I had some minor surgery on March 
11th but I’m well on my way to making a full recovery. Thank you all 
for your prayers and well wishes.  

 As we leave winter behind and look forward to spring, I just 
want to say thank you to all of you who have contributed to all of our outreach ministries. 
The winter is especially hard, and you all have been especially generous especially in our 
food ministries. THANK YOU! This is truly “God’s work our hands.” So, when we are asked 
“what do you do in that big building on the corner of Stellhorn and Lahmeyer, we can an-
swer with confidence and thanksgiving that we are feeding the poor. We are clothing 
those who are without. We are seeing to the needs of our most vulnerable population 
which are our children. I love our worship services, but it is this work of feeding, clothing, 
and answering needs that I think is at the heart of what Jesus wants us to be about.  

 After Holy Week and Easter, Bible Study classes will resume their regular 
schedules. They are Tuesday 9:00 AM, Wednesday 10:00 AM, Thursday 10:00 AM & 6:30 
PM. Please come be a part of these opportunities to exist in community with each other. 
We love sharing our thoughts in a safe, non-judgmental environment. No prior knowledge 
is needed, just an honest heart to learn about how God’s word applies to us in our time.  

 By the time that you see this letter, spring break will have started. Safe 
travels to you all who are hitting the road or flying off to different destinations. Be safe 
wherever you are and enjoy yourselves. God’s peace be with you! 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

 

Deacon Eric Black 
260-485-8716 #101 
Cell: 260-797-3037 
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MUSIC & WORSHIP 

The Holiest of Weeks 

 

The first five days of April take us on a wild journey. From the lavish 
feast on Maundy Thursday to the depths of grief on Good Friday and 
then to the heights of joy on Easter Sunday, we experience the entire 
range of emotions as we celebrate the earth-shaking events of God’s 

love for us and the whole world. Please join us in worship on these holy days. 

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 7:00 p.m. On this night we recall how Jesus shared the Last 
Supper with the disciples, and we partake of Holy Communion in obedience to his com-
mand to “Do this in remembrance of me.” The service ends with the stripping of the altar 
as we prepare for the solemnities of Good Friday 

Good Friday, April 3, noon and 7:00 p.m. On this somber occasion we gather to read and 
proclaim the story of Jesus’ suffering and death, remembering that it was for us that he 
died. 

Easter Sunday, April 5. Come and celebrate the good news that Jesus is alive! Joyful proc-
lamation, rousing Easter songs, and Holy Communion mark this high point of the church 
year. 

 

Soli Deo gloria!—Glory to God alone! 

 

Stan Engle 
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GROWTH & LEARNING 

Messiah’s Children’s Ministry Sunday School 

• As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School during the 
10:30 service for ages 3 years old through 6th grade.  

• Families will begin by starting the church service together – so take your kids 
with you into church!  We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release 
them to their respective classrooms afterwards.   

• Our classes are: Ages 3–Prekindergarten, Room 6; Grades K–3rd grade, Room 
5; Grades 4–6, Room 8. These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Child-
care side. 

• In April we will be talking about the Great Commission and Fruits of the Spirit. 

• If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School, please con-
tact Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com. 

• THERE WILL NOT BE SUNDAY SCHOOL ON EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5. 

 

Donut Sunday and Noisy Offering 

Monies from Donut Sunday and Noisy Offering will go towards helping offset the costs of 
our summer 2026 mission trips. 
• Noisy Offering will be Sunday, April 12, at both services 
• Donut Sunday will be Sunday, April 26, beginning at 8:45 AM through both services, in 

the Narthex. 
 

Snowball Mountain Challenge VBS 2026!! 

Join us for VBS this summer Monday, June 8 – Friday, June 12, from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
for children ages 3 through 5th grade (Fall 2026.) We encourage our incoming 6th graders 
and older to volunteer with the kids!   

Get ready for an ice-cold summer adventure packed with cool winter activities at our 
Snowball Mountain Challenge VBS!!  Kids will become Challengers, gearing up for frosty 
games, snowy surprises, and hands-on lessons about resilience and faith.  
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We’ll explore the Bible every day to learn how God helps Bible heroes—and us—face 
challenges. Challengers will learn that with the strength God provides through Jesus, we 
can do more than we ever dreamed, teaching us that "I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me" (Philippians 4:13 NRSV). 

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. There is a registration fee of $10 per child, $25 max 
per family. Registration includes t-shirt, snack, and all activities for the week. If cost is 
difficult for your family, please email Heidi at heidi@messiahlc.com to inquire about VBS 
scholarships for families. Register by May 17 to guarantee a t-shirt.   

Please register at the following link or scan the QR Code:  https://
forms.gle/1Mp129779AnVq5aQ7 

You can also find registration links on our Facebook, Instagram, and website. 

Register as a family, but make sure to include each child individually so we can make sure 
that each child participating will have their own supplies and packet at registration! 

 

Student Ministries Spring Rummage Sale & Bake Sale 

Friday, April 10, 9:00 AM-5:00 PM, and Saturday, April 11, 9:00 AM-noon. Drop off begins 
Easter Sunday, April 5, and continues through Thursday, April 9, at noon. You can email 
Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com, to set up a drop off time for April 1, 2, or 3.  

NO ELECTRONICS, MATTRESSES, TVS, OR VHS TAPES. 

Tell your friends and neighbors to clean out their closets and bring their treasures in…
then come back to buy more good “stuff”! Questions or the desire to help - contact Heidi. 
**All monies earned help offset students’ costs for this summer’s mission trips** 

 

Messiah Youth Ministries at a Glance 

Watch emails and Messenger for student ministry information. If you know a student 
who would like to participate in EDGE, CIA, or PULSE, let Heidi know. Weekly correspond-
ence throughout the year is done through emails also. If you are not receiving EDGE, CIA, 
or PULSE emails and would like to, please email Heidi so we can get you on the mailing 
list! 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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April Youth Events  
 

EDGE 
EDGE is our youth group for students in grades 5 and 6. Why EDGE? Because these 
students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE is still part of 
our Sunday School program and has their own Bible study on Sundays during the 
second service at 10:30 AM, in Room 8 (west hallway of childcare).  
 

Sunday, April 5 
• HAPPY EASTER (NO CHILDREN/YOUTH ACTIVITIES) 

 Sunday, April 12 
• Edge Bible Study: Doubting Thomas 
• Noisy Offering 
• EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM 

 Sunday, April 19 
• Edge Bible Study: Great Commission 
• No EDGE/CIA Youth House 

 Sunday, April 26 
• Edge Bible Study: Fruit of the Spirit 
• Donut Sunday 
• EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM 

 
CIA 
CIA is our youth group for middle school students in grades 7 and 8. CIA stands for 
Confirmands in Action; we call it this because these are the years when they pre-
pare for confirmation in the fall of their Freshman year. 
 

Sunday, April 5   
• HAPPY EASTER (NO CHILDREN/YOUTH ACTIVITIES) 

Sunday, April 12 
• Noisy Offering 
• EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM 

Sunday, April 19 
• Confirmation Class 12:00-3:00 PM 
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CIA, continued 
Sunday, April 26 
• Donut Sunday 
• EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM 

 
PULSE 
PULSE is our youth group for those currently in grades 9-12.   
 

Sunday, April 5 – HAPPY EASTER (NO CHILDREN/YOUTH ACTIVITIES) 

Sunday, April 12 
• Noisy Offering 
• PULSE Youth House 4:00-6:00 PM 

 Sunday, April 19 
• PULSE Youth House 4:00-6:00 PM 

 Sunday, April 26 
• Donut Sunday 
• PULSE Youth House 4:00-6:00 PM 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING (cont) 
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Woman to Woman       April 2026 
I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

 

1. for your love, support and guidance in all we do. 10¢ 

2. for you, Lord, who have conquered death for me. 20¢ 

3. for the love of Christ and his sacrifice on the cross. 10¢ 

4. for helping to do your will in quiet ways. 25¢ 

5. for this glorious Easter day! Halleluia! $1.00 

6. for remembering us at your table of grace and giving us forgiveness in eternal life. 50¢ 

7. for your suffering that makes us certain of your power to bring life from death. 15¢ 

8. that you are my guide in life. 10¢ 

9. for reminding me and helping me to be merciful to others. 50¢ 

10. for the trees and plants that are beautiful with their blossoms. 5¢ 

11. for all that I have is a gift from you. 10¢ 

12. for the gift of strength to get me through the day. 5¢ 

13. for the patience you offer me to cope with my problems. 10¢ 

14. for the fullness of joy that you are always near. 5¢ 

15. for giving us hope in you always. 10¢ 

16. for the rain you bring to nurture our crops. Thank you for our farmers and the food they 
provide. 10¢ 

17. for the grace you give me as a sinner. Do I offer that opportunity to others? 10¢ 

18. that you died on the cross and for my sins that I may have eternal life. 25¢ 

19. for your commandment, Lord, to love one another. 10¢ 

20. for the Risen Christ who grants us life with Him in eternity. May we rejoice always! $1.00 

21. for the many blessings you grant us each day. 5¢ 

22. for our missionaries around the world. Give them strength. 10¢ 

23.  for the necessary chores I have to do today. Be with me while I do them. 5¢ 

24. for the Bible writers who wrote your story so that I could know it. 10¢ 

25. for my family and friends who give me love and support. 5¢ 

26. for all our health care providers and first responders. God bless them. 20¢ 

27. for the people who surround my life and help me when I need assistance. 10¢ 

28. for your love, Loving Father, which makes me strong. 10¢ 

29. for enabling me to see the beauty of our world. 10¢ 

30. for giving us the abundant life we live in your name. 10¢ 
 

Please bring or send offering to church on April 26. 

Thank you for your continued support of our prayer ministry. 
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CARE & NURTURE 

Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. Names 
will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer chain, please let 
Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 

 

For members and friends of the congregation: 

 
For the men and women of our Armed Services:  

Ian Diers (member), Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black), Preston 
Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook), Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam 
Engle, cousin of Katie Glaze) Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark), Juan  
Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker), Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell 
Marker), Cayla Ort (daughter of Cara Ort), Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon 
Clark), Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons), Bailey Marker (niece of Bill 
& Charnell Marker), Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker). 
 

 

Tara (friend of Chris Waldron) 
Paul Ford (brother-in-law of Stan Engle) 
The family of Matt Geerdes 
Mary Schroeder and baby Willow 
Harriet Paul 
Don Tinker (brother of Denise Gibbons) 
Mark and Lindsay Pannkuk 
Rhea Tinker (mother of Denise Gibbons) 

David Kite (brother of Diana Vargo) 
Roger & Sharon Jordan 
Chuck Ellis 
Carol Miller (friend of Chris Griebel) 
Luke Pleterski (Lily Kissner’s boyfriend) 
Dave Drefke  
Reggie & Diana Shull 
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OPERATIONS 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 

Visitation Pastor Dave Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com 

Director of Music Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 

Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 

Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 

Finance Coordinator Kaylie Cayot kaylie@messiahlc.com 

Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com 
 

Church Board Email Addresses 
Steve VanWyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 
Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com 

Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 

Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com 

Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 
Kristy Huffine klhuffine@frontier.com 

 
 

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards  

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! Here’s 
how to get started:  Go to https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards. Click on Create 
an Account (If you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online customer) or click 
on Sign in (if you are an online customer already and want to designate Messiah Lutheran 
Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice).  Our organization number is VU077. 
Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along and encourage your family 
and friends to enroll as well! 
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Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div. 
 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S. 

 

Deacon 
Eric Black, M.S., M.A. 

 
 

* 
 

Sunday Services 
 

9:00 AM 
 

10:30 AM 
in person and online 

Place mailing label here 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


