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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming 

an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that dis-

plays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks of life through 

worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy 

Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46835 

www.messiahlc.com    (260) 485-8716 

Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jeus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ 
and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communication, ser-
vice, fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great 
Commission   (Matthew 28:18-20). 
 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;  

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group cen-
tered ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;  

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;  

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

http://www.messiahlc.com/


 

The Messenger June 2026 Page 3 

On Being Your Pastor 
Dear Messiah Family,  

Thank you for voting to affirm my call to be your pastor. I’m so honored to 
get to do this.  

I keep coming back to that word: get. 

I get to do this. 

Not have to. Not supposed to. Get to. 

When the vote came back, something settled in me. Not relief exactly. More like the feeling of 
finally saying yes to something I/we already knew was right. 

The vote was overwhelming in favor of affirming my call, and I'm genuinely grateful for that. 
But it wasn't unanimous. A handful of people had concerns, and I don't want to paper over 
that with celebration. Those concerns matter to me. If you're a person who voted no, or who 
is still figuring out how you feel, it’s ok. I want you to know that I see you. You're not a prob-
lem to manage. You're part of this community, and I'm grateful you are part of it. Let’s find 
ways, even amid our differences, to let God’s grace shine and work together toward our com-
mon mission to help people grow a relationship with Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

Here’s a few things I am excited about that I get to do as your pastor. 

I get to find creative ways to remind people they are loved, known, and free. That's it. That's 
the whole job, really. Everything else is just different ways of saying that one thing. 

I get to walk alongside people. The good days and the terrible ones. The ordinary Tuesdays 
and the moments that split your life into before and after. I can't fix things. But I can show up, 
and I will. 

I get to preach the gospel, which is still the best news I've ever heard. Grace is real. God is 
here. Nothing separates us from love. I get to say that out loud, to real people, every single 
week. 

I get to share communion and baptism with you. Ordinary stuff, bread and water, carrying the 
weight of the whole world. That still wrecks me in the best way. 

And I get to watch you discover your gifts and share them. That part is honestly just fun. 

I'm grateful. For the call, yes. But mostly for the chance to do this with you. All of you. 

I am so excited for our life together and all that lies ahead. Let’s make the most of it! 

Peace Be with You, 

— Pastor Brian  
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Hello People of Messiah, 

 By the time you read this, we will be in full “summer” mode! I 
hope that you have wonderful ways of rest and relaxation planned 

and that all stay safe.  

 In this office we will continue to schedule volunteers for our Sunday ser-
vices and serve the food pantries that we are affiliated with. We continue to look for vol-
unteers for the Tech Booth to assist with the audio board, video recording efforts, and 
the service slides. Many thanks to those who are currently faithfully serving. Addition-
ally, I would like to send out a plea for people to serve at the Coffee Bar for the 9:00 AM 
service. It simply requires a smile and the ability to push a button. Please see me if you 
could volunteer in this area.  

 Our Bible studies are on hiatus until after Labor Day. From there we will be back 
in full swing until Advent. Some that attend the Tuesday morning and Thursday evening 
Bible studies have expressed interest in having some topics covered in a video series or 
separate book studies. We can certainly accommodate those, and I look forward to facili-
tating some of those as well. Speaking of facilitating; if anyone would like to facilitate a 
particular topic during Tuesday mornings or Thursday evenings, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me, and let’s talk. For Wednesday morning and Thursday morning Bible studies, 
please contact Pastor Brian.  

 We continue to volunteer our time serving at Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 
1505 Bethany Lane, at their community meal. They put on this meal each Wednesday for 
those in their community and beyond. Messiah’s time is the third Wednesday of every 
month. I’m there at 6:00 PM and we’re usually done by 7:00 PM. This is really a good op-
portunity to step outside of our comfort zone to literally serve some who are not able to 
help themselves. We are not seeking to emulate their program. We are not trying to 
“buy in” to their existing program. We are simply walking beside another ELCA church as 
they are serving other children of God.  

 Finally, thank you to all of the worship volunteers who faithfully come Sunday af-
ter Sunday to usher, serve communion, lector, greet, and work in the tech booth. A spe-
cial thank you to those of you I call sometimes with little notice to fill in, and you always 
say yes. Words cannot express how much I appreciate you. THANK YOU!  

 God’s peace be with you all as you travel or just have “staycations.”  

Blessings and Peace, 

Deacon Eric Black 
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“Summer is a-coming in” 
 

Like the old Englich madrigal says, summer is here, and many activities 

are shutting down (only to be replaced by mowing lawn and watching 

baseball games). The Sanctuary Choir and Messiah Ringers are on vaca-

tion until next fall, but Messiah’s Worship Team and the organ will continue to lead wor-

ship. The youth will be going on mission trips, and we will continue to feed the hungry, 

assist the poor, and pray for our nation and the world, so our work continues. Blessings 

to all who participate in this mission, and we ask you to invite friends and neighbors to 

our weekly gatherings. Listed below are some special Sundays in June. 

 

Sunday, June 7, 10:00 a.m. Outdoor worship in the Tony Hickman chapel, one service 

only. It will be followed by a potluck picnic dinner. Bring your food contributions with 

you, and they can be kept cold in the refrigerators. 

 

Sunday, June 21, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. We will have a special recognition of fathers for 

Father’s Day. We will also include a sending service for our youth mission trip. 

 

Soli Deo gloria!—Glory to God alone! 

 

Stan Engle 
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Summer Break 

There will not be Sunday School, EDGE, Bible Study, or regular youth groups during the 
summer months of June, July and August. Please watch emails as we’re working to sched-
ule a couple youth group gatherings over the summer. Happy Summer! 

 

No Noisy Offering or Donut Sunday in June, July, or August. 
 

Graduate Recognition Service (High School, College, Grad School, Doctorate…..) 

Congratulations on your upcoming graduation!  We would like to celebrate and recognize 
our graduates on Sunday, June 7, during both services. 

We will be putting together a short profile of each graduate. This consists of where they 
are graduating from, their degree (if college), any honors/commendations and post gradu-
ate plans. If you could, please email me this information along with a picture ASAP!!  
Thank you! 

 

Snowball Mountain Challenge VBS 2026 

Join us for VBS this summer Monday, June 8 – Friday, June 12, 
6:00-8:00 PM for children ages 3 through 5th grade (Fall 2026.) 
We encourage our incoming 6th graders and older to volunteer 
with the kids!   

Get ready for an ice-cold summer adventure, packed with cool 
winter activities at our Snowball Mountain Challenge VBS!!  Kids 

will become Challengers, gearing up for frosty games, snowy surprises, and hands-on les-
sons about resilience and faith.  

We’ll explore the Bible every day to learn how God helps Bible heroes—and us—face chal-
lenges. Challengers will learn that with the strength God provides through Jesus, we can 
do more than we ever dreamed, teaching us that "I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me" (Philippians 4:13 NRSV). 

GROWTH & LEARNING 
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VBS PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.  

There is a registration fee of $10 per child, with $25 max per family. Registration includes 
t-shirt, snack and all activities for the week. If cost is difficult for your family, please email 
Heidi at heidi@messiahlc.com to inquire about VBS scholarships for families. Register by 
May 17 to guarantee a t-shirt. 

Please register at the following link or scan the QR Code:  
https://forms.gle/1Mp129779AnVq5aQ7 

You can also find registration links on our Facebook, Instagram and website pages.   

Register as a family, but make sure to include each child individually so we can make sure 
that each child participating will have their own supplies and packet at registration! 
 

VBS Volunteers 

If you’re going to be in 6th Grade Fall of 2026 or older, we’d love to have you as a volun-
teer for this summer’s VBS! There are many ways to volunteer – you can help with regis-
tration, lead an activity or a group of children. Another opportunity is to provide dinner 
for the volunteers one evening. If you and/or your student is interested in helping, please 
contact Heidi, heidi@messiahlc.com.    
 

Winter Equipment Needed  

We are also looking to borrow winter equipment such as skis, sleds, tubes, etc.  If you 

can loan any of these items, please see Heidi! 
 

VBS Workdays 

• Wednesday May 27, 7:00-9:00 PM, Narthex 

• Thursday May 28, 7:00-9:00 PM, Narthex 

• Friday May 29, 7:00-9:00 PM, Narthex 

• Monday June 1, 7:00-9:00 PM, Narthex  

• Tuesday June 2, 7:00-9:00 PM, Narthex 

• Wednesday June 3, 7:00-9:00 PM, Narthex  

• Thursday June 4, 7:00-9:00 PM, Narthex 

• Sunday June 7, 12:30 PM (after the Church Picnic) 
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Summer Mission Trips 

Wilmington, North Carolina & Louisville, Kentucky 

• There will be a brief pre-trip meeting for those going on either (or both) mission 
trips on Sunday, June 14, following the 10:30 service. 

• All payments for both trips are due for both trips.  If you haven’t paid in full yet, 
please do so at your earliest convenience as final payments are due. 

• Sending service for PULSE Wilmington, North Carolina Mission trip will be Sun-
day, June 21, at the end of the first service and the beginning of the second ser-
vice.   

• Sending service for CIA Louisville, Kentucky Mission Trip will be Sunday, July 12. 

• PULSE North Carolina trip leaves Saturday, June 27, and returns Saturday, July 4. 

• CIA Kentucky trip leaves Sunday, July 19, and returns Friday, July 24. 

 

 

Messiah Childcare & Preschool 

Summer is on and school is out! Our childcare is still open for the summer, and many 
spots are already taken. However, if you are looking to enroll your child for the summer, or 
next school year, be sure to reach out! 

Andy's Knockout Chicken will be here on Sunday, June 14th from 11:00 AM-3:00 PM. Pre-
sale tickets will be available starting Monday, June 1st. 

 

  

GROWTH & LEARNING cont’d 
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CARE & NURTURE 

Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer chain, 
please let Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 

For members and friends of the congregation 
Nicole Russell (mother of Elaina Russell) Harriet Paul 
Jim Dwyer (father of Jayne Reff)  Don Tinker (brother of Denise Gibbons) 
Jean Pook     Mark and Lindsay Pannkuk 
Charlie (grandson of Bill & Carol Stiles)  Rhea Tinker (mother of Denise Gibbons) 
Jada Coffelt (childcare employee)  Roger & Sharon Jordan 
Eric Collins (son of Stan & Pam Engle)  Chuck Ellis 
Noah Easterday    Carol Miller (friend of Chris Griebel) 
Mary Schroeder and baby Willow  Dave Drefke 
Kit (sister of Jan Johnson)   Reggie & Diana Shull 
Joe & Karen Richeson (friends of Eric & Joyce Black) 

For the men and women of our Armed Services 
Ian Diers 
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black) 
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook) 
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle) 
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Grace Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 

Cayla Ort 

Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 

Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 

Bailey Marker (niece of Bill & Charnell Marker) 

Ike Studebaker (husband of Jackie Studebaker) 

Baptisms 
Devlyn Joseph Mason, April 26 
Elliyt Shai Mason, April 26 
Dawson Lee Hormann May 3 
Veronica Grace Applegate, May 10 
Liam Gaetano Applegate, May 10 
Emory Blake Phillips, May 17 

mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
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Woman to Woman    June 2026 
I am thankful, loving Father, 
 

1. for this beautiful day. Help me to use it to your glory. 20₵ 
2. for the music we sing in praise of our Lord. 25₵ 
3. for the healing spirit of Jesus in our lives. Please heal and comfort those in need. 25₵ 
4. for all the blessings you bestow on us. 10₵ 
5. for peace around the world today, Lord. Help us strive to achieve this. 20₵ 
6. that I know you and I pray for those who don’t. 5₵ 
7. for giving me such a wonderful family of faith in Christ. 25₵ 
8. for caregivers of disabled people. Grant them love and peace through Christ. 10₵ 
9. for opening my eyes to see you in the unexpected events this day. 10₵ 
10. for our ministry to our children. May we help them come to know Jesus’ love. 5₵ 
11. for our graduating seniors. Help them to continue to use their education and talents for the 

glory of God. 25₵ 
12. for the sun which helps plants to grow to feed us. 5₵ 
13. for the stars that show your magnitude. 10 ₵ 
14. for the flag that flies today reminding us of the freedom and liberty we have to worship Christ 

each day. $1.00₵ 
15. for opening a way forward through the grace of Christ. 25₵ 
16. for our gift of prayer. May we use it wisely. 10₵ 
17. for the light of God’s glory, Jesus Christ, which gives us hope for the future. 10₵ 
18. for our many servants in our church who help make Messiah strong. 25₵ 
19. for my talents. Do I use them to glorify you? 10₵ 
20. for your command to us to love and pray for our enemies. May we follow that command. 10₵ 
21. for our fathers, both living and in memory, and our one true Father, God Almighty. $1.00 
22. that you start me out with a clean slate each day. Help me to remember that when relating to 

others. 20₵ 
23. for your acceptance of us and the love you give. 5₵ 
24. that your words may continue to guide and inspire me. 10₵ 
25. for the men and women in our armed forces throughout the world. Grant them love and pro-

tection from harm. 25₵ 
26. for the beauty around me. Help me to see God’s creation. 5₵ 
27. for your holy book, the Bible. Help me to listen and hear the holy words. 10₵ 
28. for making us your witnesses to everyone whom we minister. 20 
29. for challenging us to believe you can change everything, even when we don’t feel free. 25₵ 
30. for your constant presence in our times of trial. 50₵ 
 

Please bring or send donations on June 28. 
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Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar 

Each month the Woman to Woman Prayer Calendar is published in the Messenger. Short 
prayers are suggested for each day of the month to help women of our church with a 
prayer schedule. After each prayer is a suggested amount for contributing to the Woman 
to Woman fund. At the end of the month money can be brought to church or sent 
through the mail. This fund is an important way for women to help each other in times 
of need. We thank everyone who has continued to contribute to this mission and hope 
that the prayer calendar helps not only in a monetary way, but in a spiritual way as well. 
May God bless all of you for your continued prayers and donations.  

CARE & NURTURE cont’d 
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PALS Celebrating 20 Years of Service 
Prayerful and Loving Sisters (PALS) are celebrating their 20th year of service in June 2026.  
In celebration, an anniversary cake will be available at the luncheon June 7th following 
the first outdoor service of the summer at Messiah. Please stop by for a piece of cake 
and sign the note that will be distributed with the June prayer cards. Let our prayer card 
recipients know that Messiah members are praying for them! 

PALS began in June 2006 as an outreach/service and social group for the women of Mes-
siah. The goal was to hold at least one outreach/service project, one Bible study, and 
one social event each month. PALS signature verse is Hebrews 10:24-25: 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giv-
ing up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another.  

Outreach/service projects include monthly prayer cards (over 10,080 cards have been 
sent); meals for funerals, home-bound church members, Lenten soup suppers, youth ac-
tivities, and other church functions; baby showers for A Baby’s Closet, distributing water 
and food for Acts of Kindness, wrapping gifts for Christmas Families, volunteering at 
Treasure House and Charis House, visits to various nursing homes, handling the Bible 
Bucks Market for youth, light housekeeping for homebound. Fundraising activities in-
cluded the sales of Messiah Anniversary cookbooks and Messiah sweatshirts and bags. 

Bible Studies include Messiah in-house Bible Studies, attending a Beth Moore Confer-
ence, and hosting a virtual Beth Moore regional conference. 

Social Activities include numerous luncheons/dinners, cards/games nights, winery tours 
and tastings, tea house excursions, crochet classes, shopping trips, annual Christmas 
parties, multiple pool parties/cookouts, and various tours including the Creation Mu-
seum in Ohio. We even had a “Puppy Shower” for a PAL’S member’s first puppy. 

Throughout the past 20 years, this has been a very active group!  We welcome all 
women from Messiah to join PALS. We regularly meet on the 2nd Sunday of the month in 
the library following the 10:30 service. We would also like to remember the PALS mem-
bers who are no longer with us. They include Carole Alter, Nancy J. Berry, Karen Strange, 
Val Neuhouser, Grace Reed, and Myrna Henn. Their fond memories remain with us al-
ways. 

OUTREACH 
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Bags of Grace 

We are looking for donations for our next Bags of Grace distribution. We are in particular 
need of protein (tuna/chicken packs or Vienna sausages), pudding cups, and 
toothbrushes. AT THIS TIME PLEASE NO MORE SNACK ITEMS OR PB/CHEESE & CRACKERS 
as we have an abundance. 

Our next assembly will be in Satre Hall between services on June 21. All are welcome to 
help assemble the bags. If you have questions about this ministry, please see Jan Johnson. 
We will then be distributing Bags of Grace on June 28 at Freimann Square. Thank you in 
advance for your support of this outreach ministry. 

 

 

  

OUTREACH 
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OPERATIONS 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 
Visitation Pastor David Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 
Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com  
Director, Music and Worship Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 
Finance Coordinator Kaylie Cayot kaylie@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com 

 

Church Board of Directors Email Addresses 
Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com 
Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook Sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com 
Kristy Huffine klhuffine@frontier.com 
Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 
Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 
Steve Van Wyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 

 

mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
mailto:pastordave@messiahlc.com
mailto:eric@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:kaylie@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
mailto:steveber@gmail.com
mailto:Sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com
mailto:klhuffine@frontier.com
mailto:srmusolf@gmail.com
mailto:cariebersal@gmail.com
mailto:stevevanw@comcast.net
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Thrivent Action Teams 

Thrivent benefit members may lead up to two Action Teams each calendar year, and as-
sociate members may lead one. Thrivent also provides promotional materials and $250 
in seed money to support fundraisers, educational events, and service projects. If you 
have an available Action Team and would like to help, Messiah can use these resources 
to support many of its ministries. 

The Thrivent Action Team program can help offset the cost of special ministry projects at 
Messiah. Through this program, members may request seed money from Thrivent for 
approved projects that support the congregation. These funds do not come from your 
personal Thrivent accounts; they are provided by Thrivent to help launch ministry ef-
forts. Please consider using your Action Teams to support Messiah. If you have ques-
tions, contact your Thrivent representative or the church office.  

 

Have You Considered Planned Giving? 

If you would like to make a lasting impact on the ministries here at Messiah and the fu-
ture generations of disciples, a gift made in your estate plan could be the perfect option. 
This type of charitable gift arrangement allows you to make a gift now or after your life-
time while providing financial benefits for yourself and your loved ones. 
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Ministers 
The People of Messiah 

 

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div. 
 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S. 

 

Deacon 
Eric Black, M.S., M.A. 

 
* 

 
Sunday Services 

in person and online 
 

9:00 AM 
10:30 AM 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

7211 Stellhorn Road 

Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


