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Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming 

an equipping, empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that dis-

plays the love of Christ and connects with people of all walks of life through 

worship, communion, service, fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy 

Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20 



 

 
Page 2 July 2026 The Messenger 

Table of Contents 
 

Mission    Page 
 

Growth & Learning           8 
Woman to Woman           9 
Care & Nurture         10 
Operations          11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
7211 Stellhorn Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46835 

www.messiahlc.com    (260) 485-8716 

Our Mission 
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life. 

 

Our Vision 
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jeus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ 
and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communication, ser-
vice, fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great 
Commission   (Matthew 28:18-20). 
 

Our Values for Ministry 
• To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do; 

• to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;  

• to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group cen-
tered ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;  

• to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;  

• to assist in the care of a hurting world. 

http://www.messiahlc.com/
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Koinonia: Sharing Life in Common 

I love the moments just after worship on a Sunday morning here at Mes-
siah. There is a delightful hum of conversation in the narthex. There is 
both laughter and deep conversation. Joy and sorrow shared between 
us. It is a beautiful thing just to be in the same room together. We often 

call this time "fellowship." 

Fellowship is a “churchy” word that means so much more than just making small talk or 
sharing a quick update about our week. 

The early Christians had a special word for what they were doing when they gathered: 
Koinonia. It is a Greek word that means sharing life in common; a deep, intentional con-
nection. It means participating in something much larger than ourselves and working to-
gether for the common good. 

Koinonia isn’t a social club where people with similar hobbies hang out. It is a commu-
nity bound by something much stronger. As a church family, we believe we are made in 
God’s image. We are made in the image of love, by love, and for the sake of love. Love is 
our actual DNA. Because of this, sharing our lives with one another is the most natural 
thing we can do. 

When we practice Koinonia, knowing someone’s name is a good place to start, but it 
goes beyond that. We celebrate with one another when life is full of joy. We sit with 
them when they are grieving, lonely, or hurting. And we remind each other that God 
loves us no matter what, especially when the heavy voices of shame or guilt try to tell us 
otherwise. 

Koinonia also calls us outward. When we share life in common, our love naturally spills 
over into the world around us and we see the needs of our neighbors here in Fort 
Wayne with fresh eyes. We work alongside one another to bring hope, peace, and jus-
tice to our city because the common good is not just about our church. It is for the en-
tire world. We can give away love as if we are made of it, because we truly are. 

This kind of deep fellowship takes practice and a lot of grace. But we will keep showing 
up for each other, even when life is messy, complicated, or exhausting. 

continued on next page 
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Next time you are at Messiah, take a moment to look around the room. See the people 
standing near you. We are not just a crowd of individuals. Messiah is a community prac-
ticing Koinonia. We are learning how to share this beautiful life together. Let us keep 
growing in this deep fellowship, leaning on God's endless and inclusive grace every sin-
gle step of the way. 

Peace Be With You!! 

Pastor Brian 
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 “In the Good Old Summertime” 

 

We are in the midst of summer, a great time for vacation travels and 
weekend outings. But on those Sundays when you are here, make sure 

you come to worship in our air-conditioned building. We are grateful for those who are 
faithful in attendance, and it is truly a delight to see old friends and welcome newcomers 
each week.  

Outdoor Worship, Sunday, July 5, 10:00 a.m. Only one service on this holiday weekend, 
and it will include music in both the traditional and the contemporary stles. We will gather 
in the tony Hickman Memorial Chapel on the west side of the church property. Bring your 
lawn chairs or blankets so you can relax and enjoy nature as we worship. A carry-in picnic 
will follow the service, so bring a favorite dish to share. 

Blessings to you all, stay cool, live in peace, and give thanks and praise to God each day. 

 

Soli Deo gloria!—All glory be to God! 

For Messiah’s ministry of music and worship, 

Stan Engle 
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Hello People of Messiah, 

By the time you read this, we would have had our first out-
door service. What a beautiful day it was both outside and inside 

where the food was wonderful and the fellowship was rich. We look 
forward to our next outdoor worship on July 5th. I hope that your vaca-

tions and staycations are off to wonderful starts.  

We have had a longstanding relationship with Arlington Elementary primarily 
through the efforts of Bill and Charnell Marker. I met with the new Case Manager, Ms. 
Chelsea Harris, in May. We were joined by Shelley Osborn of Associated Churches. The 
purpose of our meeting was to see if there was still relevance into what we had been 
doing or had the needs changed. We were assured by Ms. Harris that what we had been 
doing is still vital for the children at Arlington. As a matter of fact, the new thing is that 
Arlington may now accept gently used clothes for the children. Arlington is willing to ac-
cept these clothes year around. I’m still processing the logistics of how we can make this 
happen. However it evolves, it will not take the place of what we are already doing. 
Please stay tuned for additional information as it is available.  

As a matter of fact, July is when our “God’s Work our Hands” focus will be school 
supplies. Ms. Harris gave me a list of things that they are requesting this year. They are: 

• Headphones, wired 

• Noise cancelling headphones 

• Book bags 

• Dry erase markers, black, thin, or thick lined 

• Highlighters 

• Crayons (24 count) 

• Markers, thick/broad lined (8-10 count) 

• Markers, thin (8-10 count) 

• Composition Notebooks Wide ruled 

• Pocket folders, plastic 

• Glue sticks 

• Erasers, pink 

• Pencil boxes, plastic/square 

• Facial tissue 
continued on next page 
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• Disinfectant wipes, canister, unscented 

• Deodorant, men & women 

• Pants, sweats or stretchy, 4T-18/20 

As you are out shopping, please remember that some of the children come to school not 
prepared enough and the school steps in to fill the gap. Our efforts support the school in 
this endeavor.  

 I will be attending the Rostered Ministers Gathering 6-9 July 2026. I will also be partici-
pating in a Synod Ministry Site Review for Bethany Lutheran Church on 18-19 July 2026. 
The review will take place at Bethany in Gary, Indiana. I will not be in church 19 July 
2026.  

 Enjoy this summertime that we are given from God. No matter where we go near or far, 
or into new places on our faith journeys, never forget that we travel in hope. We travel 
always in the love of God for us. 

God’s Peace, 

Deacon Eric Black 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

eric@messiahlc.com 

260-797-3037 

 

mailto:eric@messiahlc.com
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Summer Break 

There will not be Sunday School, EDGE, Bible Study, or regular youth groups during the 
summer months. Please watch emails as we’re working to schedule a couple youth group 
gatherings over the summer. Happy Summer! 

 

No Noisy Offering or Donut Sunday in July or August 

 

VBS 2026 

Thanks to everyone to helped, supported, donated items, participated, and volunteered 
their time, and for all the prayers for our Snowball Mountain Challenge Vacation Bible 
School this year!  We spread the love of Jesus and made a difference to over 12 families, 
40 children, and 30 volunteers!  Looking forward to 2027! 

 

College Care Ministry 

The College Care Ministry is our ministry at Messiah for students going off to college. 
Adults and families at Messiah “adopt” a student and help maintain correspondence, en-
couragement, support, and relationships during the year.  

If you have a student that will be entering college in the Fall or is going back to school and 
would like to be involved, please forward their name and any contact information availa-
ble to heidi@messiahlc.com. 

 

GROWTH & LEARNING 



 

The Messenger July 2026 Page 9 

 
 

I am thankful, loving Father, 

1. for the gift of hope in troubling times. 20₵ 
2. for the beauty of summer and the glorious world around us. 5₵ 
3. for drawing us close to you through your Word. 10₵ 
4. for our freedom as a nation and those who fight to preserve it. 25₵ 
5. for the strength you give me when I need it. 10₵ 
6. for the gift of contentment. 5₵ 
7. for the comfort and challenge of your word. 10₵ 
8. for the faithful ministry of Pastor Brian and Deacon Eric and all our church staff. 

Bless them always. 25₵ 
9. for creating me and all that exists. 10₵ 
10. for hearing us every time we talk to you. Help us to be more faithful in prayer. 25₵ 
11. for the powerful message and harmony of music to inspire us and bring us joy. 5₵ 
12. for the gift of my car that takes me where I want to go. 10₵ 
13. for the praises we sing to your holy name. 25₵ 
14. for the blessings you have bestowed on me; may I be eternally grateful. 10₵ 
15. for giving me the faith I need to do God’s will, through Christ. 5₵ 
16. for the washing machine which makes laundry so much easier. 10₵ 
17. for the stars and their endless light, reminding me of your endless love. 25₵ 
18. for your faithful presence in times of stress. 10₵ 
19. for the Bible and the power of God’s written word. 25₵ 
20. for creating within each person her own unique gift to share. 15₵ 
21. for the many gifts and joys of summer given through God’s bountiful blessings. 

10₵ 
22. for the opportunity to share your love through Christ. 20₵ 
23. Lord, give me patience to understand what you need of me. ₵ 
24. for the gift of prayer. Lead me to continue praying always. 15₵ 
25. for the gifts of community and fellowship. 10₵ 
26. for the gift of forgiveness. Is there someone I need to forgive? 15₵ 
27. for providing strength and courage in times of trial and suffering. 10₵ 
28. for our sick and shut-ins; may we minister to them in their times of need. 10₵ 
29. for the gift of humor to see in life’s many light moments. 10₵ 
30. Help me, Lord, to be a problem-solver and not just a problem. 5₵ 
31. Help me to remember you answer prayers in your time, not mine. 20₵ 

 

Please bring or send offering to church by Sunday, July 26. Thank you! 

 

Woman to Woman  
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CARE & NURTURE 

Prayer List 
Please submit names to karla@messiahlc.com or call the church office at (260) 485-8716. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer chain, 
please let Karla know by email or calling the office. 
 

For members and friends of the congregation 
 

Denise Gibbons on the death of her mother, Rhea Tinker 
 

Sharon Clark    Mark and Lindsay Pannkuk 
Chris Hanes    Roger & Sharon Jordan 
Pr Chuck Remillet    Chuck Ellis 
Stan & Lee (friends of Pat Stahlhut)  Carol Miller (friend of Chris Griebel) 
Linn Shull     Dave Drefke 
Harriet Paul    Reggie & Diana Shull 
Don Tinker     
Karen Richardson (friend of Eric & Joyce Black)  

For the men and women of our Armed Services 
Ian Diers 
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black) 
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook) 
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 
Luke Hunter (grandson of Stan & Pam Engle) 
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker) 
Cayla Ort 

Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark) 

Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons) 

mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
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OPERATIONS 

Church Staff Email Addresses 
Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com 
Visitation Pastor David Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com 
Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com  
Director, Music and Worship Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com 
Director, ChildCare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com 
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com 
Finance Coordinator Kaylie Cayot kaylie@messiahlc.com 
Office Administrator Karla Williamson karla@messiahlc.com 
 

Church Board of Directors Email Addresses 
Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com 
Steve Van Wyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net 
Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com 
Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook Sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com 
Kristy Huffine klhuffine@frontier.com 
Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com 
 

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards 
You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger! 

Here’s how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/community rewards. Click 

on Create an Account (if you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an online 

customer) or click on Sign In (if you are an online customer already and want to desig-

nate Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice). Our organiza-

tion number is VU077. Thank you for your support! Please pass this information along 

and encourage your family and friends to enroll as well! 

mailto:pastorbrian@messiahlc.com
mailto:pastordave@messiahlc.com
mailto:eric@messiahlc.com
mailto:stan@messiahlc.com
mailto:portia@messiahlc.com
mailto:heidi@messiahlc.com
mailto:kaylie@messiahlc.com
mailto:karla@messiahlc.com
mailto:cariebersal@gmail.com
mailto:stevevanw@comcast.net
mailto:steveber@gmail.com
mailto:Sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com
mailto:klhuffine@frontier.com
mailto:srmusolf@gmail.com
https://www.kroger.com/community
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Ministers 

The People of Messiah 
 

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div. 
 

Visitation Pastor 
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S. 

 

Deacon 
Eric Black, M.S., M.A. 

 
* 

 
Sunday Services 

in person and online 
 

9:00 AM 
10:30 AM 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

7211 Stellhorn Road 

Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 


