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Our Mission
To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision
To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jeus by becoming an equipping, em-
powering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ
and connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communication, ser-
vice, fellowship, and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great
Commission. (Matthew 28:18-20).

Our Values for Ministry
e To lift high in prayer the name of Jesus Christ in all we say and do;
e to enable all persons to experience a worshipful relationship with Jesus Christ;
e to nurture and empower all persons to be disciples through a small group cen-
tered ministry that includes learning, service, fellowship, and spiritual growth;
e to help every Christian discover her/his spiritual gifts for ministry;
e to assist in the care of a hurting world.
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“No one spoke to us.”

That is what a couple who recently visited Messiah for two weeks in a
row experienced. They were in town visiting family in the area and were
attracted to our beautiful campus so they decided to worship with us
while they were here. In two Sundays, according to the letter they sent,
they sat toward the back and no one spoke to them. The letter wasn’t malicious or
meant to be overly critical. They were also very complimentary. They were greeted as
they came and went, they loved the service and could tell there was a strong sense of
community here, but, as a former pastor, the author wanted to offer their experience as
an opportunity for us to grow.

My first instinct was to get defensive. Maybe yours is too. Messiah is a friendly place.
This is absolutely true. Sometimes there’s a lot going on. Things get missed. People catch
us on an “off Sunday.” Who knows what all the moving pieces were on those two
Sundays. Plenty of people do feel seen and welcome here. But, after taking a breath and
setting aside my pride, | really appreciate that they had the courage to gracefully share
their experience.

Hospitality is a big deal, and it’s something for us to always have an eye on for
improvement. A mentor of mine (John VanDelaar) says this,

“Another word for God’s hospitality is salvation. We are saved when we know that we
belong to God and live as those who are God’s. This always leads to our lives bringing
salvation to others. This doesn’t mean that we preach at our friends or force them to
pray ‘the sinner’s prayer.” Rather it means that we share God’s grace and love with
them in simple, practical ways that enable them to realize that God loves and
welcomes them even more than we do.”

Simple and practical. Those are important and instructive words.

There is a church near where | used to live in North Carolina that invited people to their
Easter service by dropping prize-winning tickets out of a plane while everyone gathered
on the local high school football field. The prizes were things like PlayStations, vacations,
and cash. They even gave away a brand-new car like it was The Price Is Right. The only
catch was you had to show up for the Easter service to claim your prize. And when they
did, they showered them with t-shirts, bumper stickers, gift cards, and other bonus
prizes. The church spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to, in the words of the pastor,
“show off God’s hospitality.” This church is now one of the largest churches in the US.
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But this demonstration was neither simple nor practical. | think it was well intentioned,
but it is not something most people are looking for in a church, even though thousands
of people show up for stuff like this. Most people just want to feel seen, welcomed,
known, and loved. Most people aren’t looking for a prize or payoff; they are looking for a
community to belong.

90% of the almost 400,000 churches in the United States have under 200 people who
regularly attend worship services. 68% are 100 people or less, and the typical church has
60-70 in worship each Sunday. That says something, | think, worth paying attention to.
90% of people in the US who regularly attend church CHOOSE to do so in a smaller
community. Why? Because in smaller communities it is easier for people to feel
welcome, seen, loved, and known. In smaller communities it’s easier for people to
experience simple, practical hospitality in ways that enable them to realize God loves
and welcomes them. Ways like someone recognizing you are new, introducing
themselves, and offering to get you a cup of coffee or a bottle of water. Or inviting you
to sit with them and introducing you to a few other people. Simple. Practical. No plane
drop prizes needed.

Messiah is a wonderful church community filled with amazing people. You are worth
knowing. So, next time you see someone in worship you’ve never met, introduce
yourself. Hospitality can start as simple as saying, “Hi, I'm Brian. | don’t think we’ve met.
Is this your first time with us?” Even if they’ve been here before, it’s still a chance for
someone (including you) to be seen, welcomed, and known.

How might you extend simple, practical hospitality next time you are in worship?
Peace Be with You,

Pastor Brian

Page 4 September 2026 The Messenger



Jumping into Fall

When | was a youngster (a long, long time ago!), | always looked
forward to autumn. | loved the colors of the leaves, the crisp smell in
the air on frosty mornings, and the treats of Halloween. One of my
favorite activities, though, was jumping into a pile of newly-raked
leaves, where the leaves caught me gently and wrapped me in a colorful, crisp blanket of
nature’s bounty. Nature was good to me, and it felt so good to immerse myself in its
love.

We encourage you to jump into fall activities at Messiah. There are numerous Bible
studies each week, service projects, and even physical exercise opportunities. There are
numerous ways to participate in worship, so if you would like to help out on Sunday
mornings, see Deacon Eric. And, of course, you can sing in the Sanctuary Choir or play
bells in Messiah Ringers. We can certainly use more people to take part in these fun,
nurturing, musical groups. Please let me know if you are interested or have questions
regarding your possible involvement. My phone/text number is (260) 249-8022. People
of all talent levels and experience can find a place here.

Soli Deo gloria!—Glory be to God alone!

Stan Crgle
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Hello Messiah People of God,

As the summer is rapidly winding down, we look forward to moving
YPLL P e into the fall complete with Bible studies. Bible studies will resume on
‘:__j.:'&;f;%e‘ac‘ September 8 for Tuesday mornings at 9:00 AM, Wednesday and
93'00 Thursday mornings at 10:00 AM and Thursday evenings at 6:30 PM.

These Bible studies are not just times to talk about the topic the facilitator has
chosen, rather they are times for your questions to be asked (all of your questions) and we
all work as community to answer those questions. We strive to be welcoming communities
in our Bible studies that invites your questions and your doubts. Please come join us!

By the time that you read this, | will have a tub in my office for the express purpose of
collecting gently used elementary-aged children’s clothing for the students at Arlington
Elementary. This is not an official “God’s Work Our Hands” outreach effort. This is an
acknowledgement that at the elementary age, children still have accidents or come to
school poorly dressed. As your children and grandchildren outgrow their clothes and they
are of elementary school age please consider donating them to our Arlington Elementary
children. Or if you are going out to garage sales, please consider purchasing and donating
the children’s clothes that may be available. This effort will be ongoing until Arlington
Elementary tells us to stop. If my office is open, please just put them right on top of the
container. If my office is closed please put a note on the clothes you are donating that they
are for Arlington and put them on the office table. | will get them where they need to go.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.

By now you know that Karla Williamson is retiring and this most likely will be her last
Messenger. Karla has certainly earned her retirement having been at Messiah for 30 years!
During the short time | have been at Messiah as deacon, | have found her institutional
knowledge to be nothing short of amazing. Her ability to recall a name simply by knowing
where a person sits or knowing just who you’re speaking of with just a first or last name is
such a tremendous asset, especially if you're “newer” like me. On top of everything else, on
a personal level, we are convinced that we shared similar experiences growing up as we
share like colloquialisms and phrases. It was always amusing that we seemed to “speak the
same language.” | will miss her, but I've assured her that she is on “speed dial” if | have
guestions! May God’s peace be with you Karla as you transition into this new part of your
life. Many blessings to you and Dave.

Peace of Christ,
Deacon Eric Black

eric@messiahlc.com
260-797-3037
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GROWTH & LEARNING

Sunday School 2025-2026

As part of Messiah’s Children’s Ministry, we offer Sunday School for ages 3 years old
through 6th grade. (EDGE, 5th and 6th grade youth groups are also part of Sunday
School.)

Our Sunday School begins on Sunday, September 13, during the 10:30 service. Families
will begin by starting the church service together — so take your kids with you into
church! We will call the children up for Kids’ Talk and release them to their respective
classrooms afterwards.

Our classes are Ages 3 — Prekindergarten, Room 6; Grades K — 3rd grade, Room 7; grades
4 -6, Room 5. These classrooms are in the far hallway on the Childcare side.

Each Sunday we will dig into our Bibles and learn about another cool story with some

fun activities! @ 1
Please register your child at the following link or QR Code. 33 _,,_4?1-
https://forms.gle/sZCgYoMdFuiMFa2t5 @h f.'.\..

If you have any questions or would like to help with Sunday School please contact Heidi,
heidi@messiahlc.com.

Messiah Student Ministries

Our goal in our student ministries is to help our youth provide a solid faith foundation
through opportunities to grow a lasting faith together that they can depend on
throughout the struggles of life’s transitions by providing a dependable ‘youth network’
of relations through activities both intergenerationally and independently. Emails are
sent on Fridays with reminders, updates, and new information on events and student
ministry happenings!

O] £5Z[0]

Please register your student so we can make sure we have the most tyZ A 4
updated information. You can use the following ink or the QR code. ” ;
G/ :

https://forms.gle/AGoNPHZX2RCUaRrY9
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

If you know a student that would like to participate in EDGE, CIA or PULSE please let
Heidi know, heidi@messiahlc.com.

At Messiah we have 3 different youth groups: EDGE, CIA, and PULSE.

EDGE is our youth group for those students entering 5th and 6th grades. Why EDGE?
Because these students are riding on the edge of being kids and teenagers! EDGE is still
part of our Sunday School and has their own Bible study on Sundays during the second
service at 10:30 AM in room #8 (west hallway of childcare). In addition to Bible Study,
EDGE students will meet most Sundays from 12:00-2:00 PM at the Youth House, along
with CIA.

Sunday, September 13
EDGE Bible Study 10:30 Room 8
EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

Sunday, September 20
EDGE Bible Study 10:30 Room 8
EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

Saturday, September 26
EDGE/CIA Putt-Putt 3:00-5:00 PM

Sunday, September 27
EDGE Bible Study 10:30 Room 5
EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

Friday, October 9
Rummage Sale Table Set Up 5:30-6:00 PM

CIA is our youth group for those middle school students in grades 7th and 8th. CIA
stands for Confirmation in Action; we call it this because these are the years when the
kids go through Confirmation classes to prepare them for Confirmation in the Fall of
their Freshman year. Confirmation classes are time that we review the ELCA Lutheran
Catechism, what it means to be Lutheran, and how to live a life with Jesus. Confirmation
is a time when the students, along with parents, family, and sponsors, reaffirm their
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baptismal vows and take responsibility for their faith. CIA meets with EDGE students
most Sundays at the Youth House from 12:00-2:00 PM with a light lunch.

Sunday, September 13
EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

Saturday, September 26
EDGE/CIA Putt-Putt 3:00-5:00 PM

Sunday, September 27
EDGE/CIA Youth House 12:00-2:00 PM

Friday, October 9
Rummage Sale Table Set Up 5:30-6:00 PM

PULSE is our high school youth group for those entering grades 9-12. We get together
and talk about current events, the stress and struggles of high school and how we can
use the Bible, our faith and the fellowship of those around us to give us strength. PULSE
meets most Sundays at the Youth House from 4:00-6:00 PM with snacks and drinks.

September 13
PULSE Youth House 4:00-6:00 PM

September 20

PULSE Youth House 4:00-6:00 PM
September 27

Putt-Putt 4:00-6:00 PM

October 9
Rummage Sale Table Set Up 5:30-6:00 PM
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GROWTH & LEARNING (cont)

Confirmation

We will be celebrating our 2026 Confirmands on Sunday, October 25.

Confirmation Classes

Confirmation classes will begin for students in CIA on Sunday, September 27, 12:00-3:00
PM. Lunch will be provided then we will launch in our first lesson! Don’t forget your
Bible and your ‘Here We Stand Student Book'.

Noisy Offering and Donut Sundays
As part of our fundraising Student Ministries has Noisy Offering and Donut Sundays.

Noisy Offering is on Sunday, September 13, and we will show a video during the service
of the youth activities from the previous month. Our students walk around with metal
buckets so folks can make some noise throwing their coins in the buckets.

Donut Sunday is Sunday, September 27. We will use someone’s Thrivent Team to
purchase donuts (one Thrivent Team covers two Donut Sundays!!). Donuts are available
in the Narthex, with a suggested donation of $1 per donut, as youth help set up, serve
and clean up the donuts.

Fall Rummage Sale

Start cleaning out those closets!! Messiah Student Ministries will host a Fall Rummage
Sale on Friday, October 16 — Saturday, October 17. You can start bringing all your
goodies on Sunday, October 11! All monies earned will go towards our summer 2027
youth trips and Confirmation Camp!
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College Care Ministry 2026

The College Care Ministry is our ministry at Messiah for students going off to college.
Adults and families at Messiah “adopt” a student and help maintain correspondence,
encouragement, support, and relationships during the year.

If you have a student that will be entering college in the fall or is going back to school,
and you would like to have them involved, please forward their name and any contact
information available to Dave Beard, dbeard2216@gmail.com, Chris Counterman,
rxcountl@frontier.com, or Heidi Kissner, heidi@messiahlc.com.

Childcare and Preschool

September so soon! Welcome to the months of fall! We now have a few weeks of learn-
ing under our belts, with many more to come! This month we are learning about all
types of things, such as: forest animals, what emotions are, and community helpers! We
will actually be having some community helpers come visit for that week's lesson; how
fun is that! As the seasons change, please be sure your child's extra clothing here does
as well.

Teacher Feature!

Our teacher feature this month is Mrs. Bex! Mrs. Bex is a floater here at Messiah.
You will often see her in one hallway and then another within minutes! She has
been with Messiah for almost two years and has previous childcare experience. Her
favorite color is baby pink and she loves pepperoni pizza. When she is not zipping
through the hallways, she enjoys cross stitch and spending time with family. Be sure
to say hello to Mrs. Bex when you see her!

Upcoming Dates
September 7th: Closed for Labor Day
September 9th: Bear Hunt @ 10:30 for rooms 6-8 (more details to come)

Riddle Corner

Q: Why did the oak tree take a nap?
A: For rest.

Bible Verse of the Month
“l can do everything through Christ who strengthens me.”  —Philippians 4:13
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I am thankful, loving Father,

NouswN e

o oo

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

for this new month to sing your praises and worship you always. 10¢

for this new day. May | use it faithfully for thy purpose. 25¢

for your care for me. Remind me that you are always there. 10¢

for your source of our daily bread. May we lift our hearts in praise to you. 25¢
for keeping us in your tender care when trials come upon us. 10¢

for this beautiful weather we are having. Thank you, God! 20¢

for this Labor Day to honor those who labor in any capacity. May God grant them
strength and protection in their labors. $1.00

for your compassion to tend to your beloved ones in need. 25¢

for your healing power in times of sickness. 50¢

for the strength to live each day when the impossible overwhelms us. Help us to
keep the faith. 10¢

for the gift of forgiveness. Am | using it? Help me. 15¢

for all the people who work to make this church yours. Be with them. 10¢

for your patience and mercy always. 5¢

that | have you to provide me with hope in a time of my despair. 20¢

for my friends who brighten my day. 5¢

for the blessed gift of children. Help us to nurture them in your ways. 10¢

for giving God’s grace so freely! Help us forgive others as you have forgiven us. 25¢
for my family who show me love and support in so many ways. 15¢

for the peace you provide for me in times of need. 10¢

for my treasures, but do | put them above you? Help me, Lord. 10¢

for the gift of humor. Help me to use it in a pleasing way. 5¢

that | live in a land of peace, and | pray for those who don’t. 20¢

for the blue sky, reminding me that your love is endless. 15¢

for your healing power to all those in need. 20¢

for our missionaries around the world who spread your love. 25. ¢

that | can give of my time, my money, and my things. Help me to be grateful. 10¢
for all that | have that comes from you. 10¢

for this day in which to give you thanks. 5¢

for the gift of music to celebrate your goodness to us. 10¢

for your Word and the lives and works of others. 25¢

Please bring or send offering to church on September 27. Thank you for your contributions!
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CARE & NURTURE

Prayer List

Please submit names by calling the church office at (260) 485-8716. Names will re-
main on the prayer list for one month. If you would like to join the prayer chain,
please let the office know.

For members and friends of the congregation

Sue Myers Don Tinker

Bill Stiles Mark and Lindsay Pannkuk
Jan Johnson Roger & Sharon Jordan
Gail Tomaszewski Chuck Ellis

Pr Chuck Remillet Carol Miller

Stan Sanders & Lee Dundsteder Dave Drefke

Linn Shull Reggie & Diana Shull
Harriet Paul

For the men and women of our Armed Services
lan Diers
Braxtyn Weidler (great-nephew of Eric & Joyce Black)
Preston Kerlegrand (grandson of Garry & Jean Pook)
Daniel Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Juan Astorga (nephew of Bill & Charnell Marker)
Cayla Ort
Dirk Herschberger (grandson of Sharon Clark)
Mark Chase (son-in-law of Matt & Denise Gibbons)
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OPERATIONS

Church Staff Email Addresses

Pastor Brian Spahr pastorbrian@messiahlc.com

Visitation Pastor David Williamson pastordave@messiahlc.com

Deacon Eric Black eric@messiahlc.com

Director, Music and Worship Stan Engle stan@messiahlc.com

Director, Childcare & Preschool Portia Howard portia@messiahlc.com
Director, Children & Youth Ministries Heidi Kissner heidi@messiahlc.com
Finance Coordinator Kaylie Cayot kaylie@messiahlc.com

Church Board of Directors Email Addresses
Cindy Riebersal cariebersal@gmail.com
Steve Van Wyngarden stevevanw@comcast.net
Steve Berlin steveber@gmail.com
Sondra Blankenhorn-Cook Sondra.blankenhorn@gmail.com
Kristy Huffine klhuffine@frontier.com
Shelly Musolf srmusolf@gmail.com

Support Childcare and Preschool with Kroger Rewards

You can support Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool while you shop at Kroger!
Here’s how to get started: Go to https://www.kroger.com/community rewards.
Click on Create an Account (if you already have a Kroger Plus card but are not an
online customer) or click on Sign In (if you are an online customer already and want
to designate Messiah Lutheran Childcare & Preschool as your charity of choice).
Our organization number is VU0O77. Thank you for your support! Please pass this in-
formation along and encourage your family and friends to enroll as well!
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corinthians
zechariah

philippians
galatians
proverbs
ezekiel
isaiah
Exodus
acts

ecclesiastes
ephesians

lamentations
chronicles

songofsolomon

colossians
Leviticus

thessalonians

Deuteronomy
zephaniah
timothy
Genesis
esther

micah

luke

job

nehemiah

jeremiah
obadiah
daniel

habukkuk
malachi
haggai
Judges

Numbers
psalms

matthew
romans

nahum
john
Ruth

Joshua
kings
joel

Samuel
jonah
mark

hosea
amos

eira
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5. Peter (Matthew 16:16); 6. Herod Agrippa (Acts 26:28); 7. Ruth (Ruth 1:16); 8. Paul (2 Timothy 4:7)

Puzzlel

Who made the following statements in the Bible?

. "Am | my brother’s keeper?”

Samuel, John, Cain, Andrew

. "I have no silver and gold, but what | do have

| give to you.”

Peter, James, John, Paul

. "What is truth?”

Herod, Pilate, Simon Magus, Cornelius

. "Choose you this day whom you will serve ... but

as for me and my house, we will serve the Lorp!”

Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Joshua

. "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Nathaniel, John, Peter, Paul

. “In a short time would you persuade me to be a

Christian?”

Herod Agrippa, Pilate, Caiaphas, Annas

. “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from

following you. For where you go | will go.”
Rebekah, Rachel, Ruth, Rahab

. "l have fought the good fight, | have finished

the race, | have kept the faith.”

Paul, Peter, James, Barnabas

e
» Answers: 1. Cain (Genesis 4:9); 2. Peter (Acts 3:6); 3. Pilate (John 18:38); 4. Joshua (Joshua 24:15);
o
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‘ Messiah Lutheran Church
I W BB 7211 Stellhorn Road
. Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551

Place mailing label here

Ministers
The People of Messiah

Pastor Brian Spahr, M. Div.

Visitation Pastor
David Williamson, M. Div., M.S.

Deacon
Eric Black, M.S., M.A.

Sunday Services
in person and online

9:00 AM
10:30 AM




