Our Mission: To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping,
empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and
connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship,
and compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20).

October 4, 2026 — 9:00 AM
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church

7211 Stellhorn Road Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551 260-485-8716
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GATHERING

PRELUDE Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth Stan Engle
See hymn #727 for the text

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who pours love into our
hearts and healing upon the earth.

C Amen

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us

confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Compassionate God

C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love
to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,
following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen

P Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,
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but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Dearest Jesus, at Your Word Hymn # 520

Dearest Jesus, at your word

we have come again to hear you;

let our thoughts and hearts be stirred
and in glowing faith be near you

as the promises here given

draw us wholly up to heaven.

All our knowledge, sense, and sight
lie in deepest darkness shrouded

till your Spirit breaks the night,
filling us with light unclouded.

All good thoughts and all good living
come but by your gracious giving.

Radiance of God's glory bright,

Light of light from God proceeding,

Jesus, send your blessed light;

help our hearing, speaking, heeding,

that our prayers and songs may please you,
as with grateful hearts we praise you.

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

praise to you and adoration!

Grant us what we need the most:

all your gospel's consolation

while we here on earth await you,

till in heav'n with praise we greet you.

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin,
1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
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GREETING
P
C
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let ws pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray.
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us
by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are
right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

WORD
CHORAL PRAYER Ah, Jesus Lord, Thy Love to Me  Arr. David N. Johnson

Ah, Jesus Lord, thy love to me

no thought can reach, no tongue declare;
O bind my thankful heart to thee,

and reign without a rival there.

Thine wholly, thine alone I'd live,

myself to thee entirely give.

O grant that nothing in my soul

may dwell, but thy pure love alone;
ah, may thy love possess me whole,
my joy, my treasure, and my crown.
All coldness from my heart remove:
may every act, word, thought, be love.

O Lord, how gracious is thy way!
All fear before thy presence flies;
care, anguish, sorrow, melt away,
where e’er thy healing hands arise.
O Jesus, nothing may | see

and nothing seek, desire, but thee.
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FIRST READING

ISAIAH 5: 1-7

Let us listen for the word of the Lord.

L1 will sing for my beloved
my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard
on a very fertile hill.
?He dug it and cleared it of stones
and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it
and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes,
but it yielded rotten grapes.

3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
and people of Judah,
judge between me
and my vineyard.
“What more was there to do for my vineyard
that | have not done in it?
When | expected it to yield grapes,
why did it yield rotten grapes?

>And now | will tell you
what | will do to my vineyard.
| will remove its hedge,
and it shall be devoured;
| will break down its wall,
and it shall be trampled down.
51 will make it a wasteland;
it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
| will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain upon it.
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R
C

KIDS” TALK

GOSPEL

’For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts
is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah
are his cherished garden;
he expected justice
but saw bloodshed;
righteousness
but heard a cry!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

MATTHEW 21: 33-46

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: 3 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner
who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress
in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and
went away. ** When the harvest time had come, he sent his
slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. *° But the tenants
seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned
another. *° Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and
they treated them in the same way. >’ Then he sent his son to
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” ¢ But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir;
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ *° So they seized
him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. “° Now when
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” *' They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who w
ill give him the produce at the harvest time.” #? Jesus said to
them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
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‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
* “Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people that produces its fruits. ** The
one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will
crush anyone on whom it falls.”
%> When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables,
they realized that he was speaking about them. “° They wanted
to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
GREETING
P Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and the
Lord, Jesus Christ.
C Amen.
MESSAGE Deacon Eric Black
HYMN OF THE DAY My Lord of Light Hymn #832

My Lord of light who made the worlds,

in wisdom you have spoken;

but those who heard your wise commands
your holy law have broken.

My Lord of love who knew no sin,
a sinner's death enduring:

for us you wore a crown of thorns,
a crown of life securing.

My Lord of life who came in fire
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when Christ was high ascended:
your burning love is now released,
our days of fear are ended.

My Lord of lords, one Trinity,
to your pure name be given
all glory now and evermore,
all praise in earth and heaven.

Text: Christopher Idle, b. 1938

Text © 1980 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol
Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license
from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES’ CREED

Let us confess our faith in the words of our baptismal creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

A

A brief silence.

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for
the church and the world.
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God of every generation, we give thanks for all who have sought
to renew and transform your holy church. Inspire us to follow
their example in our own day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every creature, bless and protect the earth and all those
who dwell within it. We give thanks for those who have helped
us to see your Spirit in creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every tribe and nation, restore peace to the world’s
conflict zones, and shelter those who live within them. We pray
especially for the safety of displaced people and refugees. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every comfort, you made us in your own image. Grant
healing and relief to all who are sick or suffering especially,
Kathryn, Gary & lill, Lane, Colin, Harry, Eric, Becky, Sue, Bill, Jan,
Gail, Jayne, Pr. Chuck, Stan & Lee, Linn, Karen, Harriet, Don,
Mark and Lindsay, Roger & Sharon, Chuck, Carol, Carol H, Dave,
Karla, Sarah and Reggie & Diana. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every truth, you draw us nearer to you through your
holy word. We give thanks for teachers of the faith. Fill their
hearts with your Spirit, that they inspire others with your truth.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of every soul, you are the one who calls us home. We give
thanks for all the saints who have been restored to perfect unity
with you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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A Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken
prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
MEAL

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P All glory be to you, O God, for the gift of your only Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who, in the night in which he was betrayed,
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. ..

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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INVITATION

P Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are
hungry, come!

DISTRIBUTION My Song Is Love Unknown  Ralph Vaughan Williams
See hymn #343 for the text

BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.
C Amen.

SENDING

SENDING HYMN All Creatures, Worship God Most High! Hymn #835
Stanzas 1, 4-6

All creatures, worship God most high!

Sound ev'ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright;

sing, sister moon and stars of night:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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BENEDICTION

C

DISMISSAL

A
C

All who for love of God forgive,

all who in pain and sorrow grieve: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ bears your burdens and your fears;

still make your song amid the tears:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

And you, most gentle sister death,

waiting to hush our final breath: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom,

fair is the night that leads us home.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

O sisters, brothers, take your part,

and worship God with humble heart: Alleluia! Alleluia!
All creatures, bless the Father, Son,

and Holy Spirit, Three in One:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite

Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license
from copyright administrator.

The God of love draw you into full accord and one. Mind, in the
body of Christ Jesus. The God of Hope grant you strength and
joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit.
The God of grace * bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE All Creatures, Worship God Most High

Assisting in the service today:
Pastor Brian Spahr
Deacon Eric Black
Assisting Minister Debbie Branfield
Organist Stan Engle
Lector Tom Agness
Communion Assistants John Wehrle & Sharon Clark
Coffee Bar Karen VanWyngarden
Ushers Joe and Mindy Kinder
Greeter Pat Strasser
AV Team Tom Eishen and John Drefke
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