
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Vision: To forever change lives through the Gospel of Jesus by becoming an equipping, 

empowering, and mobilizing church in our community that displays the love of Christ and 
connects with people of all walks of life through worship, communion, service, fellowship, and 
compassion, led by the Holy Spirit and focused on the Great Commission (Mt 28.18-20). 
 

 

 

Welcome to Messiah’s Praise Service! This service is intended to be laid back, less formal, and 
down to earth. So, come as you are. Praise takes shape in many forms…lifting your hands, 
singing along, dancing, saying amen out loud, smiling, and cheering others. We hope you are 
comfortable to Praise God as the Spirit moves you. We are also hopeful that the Spirit will 
move you to respond outside your comfort zone! Thank you for joining us!  

October 4, 2026 – 10:30 AM 
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Our Mission:  To help people grow a faith in Jesus Christ that works in real life.  

7211 Stellhorn Road               Fort Wayne, IN 46815-5551               260-485-8716              
www.messiahlc.com 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our 
hearts and healing upon the earth. 

C Amen 
 
P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess 

our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Compassionate God  
C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen 

 
P Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

C Amen. 
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SONG Battle Belongs 

Verse 1 
When all I see is the battle 
You see my victory 
When all I see is a mountain 
You see a mountain moved 
And as I walk through the shadow 
Your love surrounds me 
There's nothing to fear now 
For I am safe with You 

Chorus 1 
So when I fight I'll fight on my knees 
With my hands lifted high 
O God the battle belongs to You 
And every fear I lay at Your feet 
I'll sing through the night 
O God the battle belongs to You 

Verse 2 
And if You are for me 
Who can be against me 
For Jesus there's nothing 
Impossible for You 
When all I see are the ashes 
You see the beauty 
When all I see is a cross 
God You see the empty tomb 

Misc 1 
(An) Almighty Fortress You go before us 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God 
You shine in the shadows 
You win every battle 
Nothing can stand against 
The power of our God 
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Misc 2 
O God the battle belongs to You 
 
© Phil Wickham Music (Fair Trade Music Publishing [c/o Essential Music 
Publishing LLC]), Simply Global Songs (Fair Trade Music Publishing [c/o Essential 
Music Publishing LLC]), Sing My Songs (Fair Trade Music Publishing [c/o Essential 
Music Publishing LLC]), and Remaining portion isunaffiliated 1 

 
SONG Need You Now (How Many Tmes) 
 

Verse 1 
Well everybody’s got a story to tell 
And everybody’s got a wound to be healed 
I wanna believe there’s beauty here 
Oh I get so tired of holding on 
I can’t let go I can’t move on 
I wanna believe there’s meaning here 
 
Chorus 1 
How many times have you heard me cry out 
God please take this 
How many times have you given me strength 
To just keep breathing 
Oh I need you 
God I need you now 
 
Verse 2 
Standing on a road I didn’t plan 
Wondering how I got to where I am 
I’m trying to hear that still small voice 
I’m trying to hear above the noise 
 
Misc 1 
Oh I walk 
Oh I walk through the shadows 
And I 
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I am so afraid 
Please stay 
Please stay right beside me 
With every single step I take 
 
© 2010 Shoecrazy Publishing, Curb Congregation Songs, Kiss Me Not Publishing, 
and Platy Songs CCLI Song # 6355809 -- CCLI License # 2253543 1 

  
KIDS’ TALK 
 
MESSIAH CHILDCARE & PRESCHOOL TEACHER INSTALLATION AND BLESSING 
 
SONG You Say 
 
  Verse 1 

I keep fighting voices in my mind 
That say I’m n ot enough 
Ev’ry single lie that tells me 
I will never measure up 
 
Verse 2 
Am I more than just the sum 
Of ev’ry high and ev’ry low 
Remid me once again just who I am 
Because I need to know  
 
Chorus 
You say I am loved 
When I can’t feel a thing 
You say I am strong 
 
When I think I am weak 
You say I am held 
When I am falling short 
And when I don’t belong 
 
You say I am Yours 
And I believe, Oh I believe 
What You say of me 
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I believe 
 
Verse 3 
The only thing that matters now 
Is ev’rything You think of me 
In You I find my worth 
In You I find my identity 
 
Bridge 
Taking all I have  
and now I’m laying it at Your feet 
You’ll have ev’ry failure  
God You’ll have ev’ry victory 
 
Ending 
Oh I believe, yes I believe 
What You say of me 
I believe 
 
CCLI Song # 7071357 
© 2016 Appstreet Music | CentricSongs | See You At The Pub | Fellow Ships 
Music | Formerly Music | ICM Crescendo Royalty Publishing | So 
Essential Tunes.  For use solely w ith the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved. w w w .ccli.com.  CCLI License # 2253543 

 
PRAYER 
 
GOSPEL MATTHEW 21: 33-46 
 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Jesus said: 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and 
built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went 
away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 
tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and 
beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other 
slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same 
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way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 
son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So 
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 
him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to 
a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who w ill 
give him the produce at the harvest time.” 42 Jesus said to them, 
“Have you never read in the scriptures: 
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone; 
 this was the Lord’s doing, 
  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who 
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone 
on whom it falls.”  
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 
realized that he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest 
him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a 
prophet. 

 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
GREETING 
 

P Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father  
and the Lord, Jesus Christ. 

C Amen.  
 
MESSAGE  Deacon Eric Black 

COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
P We give thanks to you, O God, for your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who, in the night in which he was betrayed, took bread, 
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and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. . . 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
 

P Christ invites you to this table.  All who are thirsty, all who are  
hungry, come! 

 
COMMUNE ONLINE ATTENDEES 
 
COMMUNION SONG Goodness of God   

  Verse 1 
I love You Lord 
Oh Your mercy never fails me 
All my days 
I've been held in Your hands 
From the moment that I wake up 
Until I lay my head 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
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Chorus 1 
All my life You have been faithful 
All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
I will sing of the goodness of God 

 
Verse 2 
I love Your voice 
You have led me through the fire 
In darkest night 
You are close like no other 
I've known You as a father 
I've known You as a friend 
I have lived in the goodness of God 

 
Chorus 1 
All my life You have been faithful 
All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 
Bridge 
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
With my life laid down 
I’m surrendered now 
I give You everything 
Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me 
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
With my life laid down 
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I’m surrendered now 
I give You everything 
Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me 

 
Chorus 1 
All my life You have been faithful 
All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
I will sing of the goodness of God 

 
Tag 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 
© 2018 Alletrop Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) and Remaining portion is 
unaffiliated.  CCLI Song # 7117726  CCLI License # 2253543 2 

   
BLESSING 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 
SONG You Are Holy (Prince of Peace) 
 
  Verse 
  You are holy (You are holy) 
  You are mighty (You are mighty) 
  You are worthy (You are worthy) 
  Worthy of praise (worthy of praise) 
  I will follow (I will follow) 
  I wil listen (I will listen) 
  I will love You (I will love You) 
  All of my days (all of my days) 
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Chorus 1 and 2 (sung together) 

  I will sing to and worship 
  (You are Lord of lords, You are King of kings) 

  The King who is worthy 
  (You are mighty God Lord of ev’rything) 

And I will love and adore Him 

(You’re Emmanuel You’re the Great I Am) 

And I will bow down before Him 
(You’re the Prince of Peace who is the Lamb) 

And I will sing to and worship 
(You’re the living God You’re the saving grace) 

The King who is worthy 
(You will reign forever You are Ancient of Days) 

And I will love and adore Hiim 
(You are alpha Omega Beginning and End) 

And I will bow down before Him 
(You’re my Savior Messiah Redeemer and Friend) 

You’re my Prince of Peace 
And I will live my life for You 
 
You’re my Prince of Peace 
And I will live my life for You 
 
CCLI Song # 2332149 
© 1994 Imboden Music | Martha Jo Publishing.  For use solely with the 
SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved.www.ccli.com.  CCLI License # 
2253543 

 
BENEDICTION 

P The God of love draw you into full accord and one. Mind, in the body 
of Christ Jesus.  The God of Hope grant you strength and joy in all 
circumstances through the interceding of the Spirit. The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
 C Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
 

A Go out in joy.  Be led forth in peace. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Assisting in the service today: 

 
Pastor Brian Spahr 
Deacon Eric Black 
Musicians Messiah’s Worship Team 
Communion Assistants Kent and Janet Hartman 
Coffee Bar Michelle Spahr 
Ushers Roger McDonnold and Lon Gearhart 
AV Team John Drefke and Tom Eishen 
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